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A Christmas Carol
By: Charles Dickens
Summary

A mean-spirited, miserly old man named Ebenezer Scrooge sits in his
counting-house on a frigid Christmas Eve. His clerk, Bob Cratchit, shivers in the
antercom because Scrooge refuses to spend money on heating coals for a fire,
Scrooge's nephew, Fred, pays his uncle a visit and invites him to his annual
Christmas party. Two portly gentlemen also drop by and ask Scrooge for a
contribution to their charity. Scrooge reacts to the holiday visitors with
bitterness and venom, spitting out an angry “Bah! Humbugl® in response to his
nephew's “Merry Christmas!™

Later that evening, after returning to his dark, cold apartment, Scrooge
receives a chilling visitation from the ghast of his dead partner, Jacob Marley,
Marley, looking haggard and pallid, relates his unfortunate story. As punishment
for his greedy and self-serving life his spirit has been condemned to wander the
Earth weighted down with heavy chains. Marley hopes to save Scrooge from
sharing the same fate. Marley informs Scrooge that three spirits will visit him
during each of the next three nights. After the wraith disappears, Scrooge
collapses into a deep sleep.

He wakes moments before the arrival of the Ghost of Christmas Past, a
strange childlike phantom with a brightly glowing head. The spirit escorts
Scrooge on a journey into the past to previous Christmases from the
curmudgeon's earlier years. Invisible to those he watches, Scrooge revisits his
childhood school days, his apprenticeship with a jolly merchant named Fezziwig,
and his engogement to Belle, a woman who leaves Scrooge because his lust for
money eclipses his ability to love another. Scrooge, deeply moved, sheds tears
of regret before the phantom returns him to his bed.

The Ghost of Christmas Present, a majestic giant clad in a green fur robe,
takes Scrooge through London te unveil Christmas as it will happen that year.
Scrooge watches the large, bustling Cratchit family prepare a miniature feast in
its meager home. He discovers Bob Cratchit’s crippled son, Tiny Tim, a
courageous boy whose kindness and humility warms Scrooge’s heart. The
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A Christmas Carol SparkNotes: A Concise
Guide to Dickens' Classic

Need a quick refresher on Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol? This comprehensive SparkNotes-
style guide will help you understand the plot, characters, themes, and symbolism of this timeless
Christmas tale. Whether you're preparing for a literature class, revisiting a childhood favorite, or
simply want to delve into the story's enduring message, this post provides a convenient and
insightful overview of A Christmas Carol. We'll cover everything from Ebenezer Scrooge's miserly
beginnings to his transformative Christmas Eve journey. Let's dive into the spirit of Christmas,
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Dickens-style!

The Miserable Mr. Scrooge: Introducing the
Protagonist

Ebenezer Scrooge, the central character, is a wealthy but profoundly unhappy old miser. He
despises Christmas, shuns human connection, and prioritizes wealth above all else. Dickens paints a
vivid picture of Scrooge's bitterness, portraying him as a man hardened by years of greed and
isolation. His initial personality serves as a stark contrast to the compassion and generosity he
eventually embraces.

Scrooge's Transformation: The Ghosts of Christmas Past,
Present, and Yet to Come

Scrooge's transformation is the heart of the story. On Christmas Eve, he's visited by three spirits:

The Ghost of Christmas Past:

This spirit takes Scrooge on a journey through his past, revealing pivotal moments that shaped his
miserly nature. We see his younger self, his lost love Belle, and the choices that led him down a path
of isolation. This journey highlights the importance of empathy and the consequences of neglecting
human connection.

The Ghost of Christmas Present:

This jovial spirit showcases the joy and generosity of Christmas present. Scrooge witnesses the
Cratchit family's heartwarming Christmas celebration, despite their poverty, highlighting the true
spirit of the holiday and the importance of family.

The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come:

This terrifying figure shows Scrooge a bleak future, one where he dies alone and unmourned. This
vision finally breaks through Scrooge's hardened exterior, prompting genuine remorse and a desire
for change.



Themes and Symbolism in A Christmas Carol
A Christmas Carol is rich with themes and symbolism:
Redemption and Forgiveness:

The story's central theme is the possibility of redemption, even for the most hardened of souls.
Scrooge's transformation demonstrates that it's never too late to change one's ways and embrace
compassion.

The Importance of Charity and Compassion:

Dickens underscores the importance of charitable giving and empathy for the less fortunate.
Scrooge's actions after his transformation demonstrate the power of generosity and its positive
impact on both the giver and the receiver.

The Spirit of Christmas:

The novel celebrates the true spirit of Christmas, emphasizing kindness, generosity, and the
importance of human connection over material wealth.

Social Commentary:

Dickens uses the story to critique the social inequalities of Victorian England, highlighting the plight
of the poor and the responsibility of the wealthy to help those less fortunate. The Cratchit family's
struggles serve as a potent symbol of societal disparity.

Key Characters Beyond Scrooge:

While Scrooge is the central figure, several other characters play crucial roles:

Bob Cratchit: Scrooge's loyal but underpaid clerk, representing the hardworking poor.
Tiny Tim: Bob Cratchit's crippled son, whose fate serves as a powerful motivator for Scrooge's



transformation.

Belle: Scrooge's former fiancée, whose rejection of him highlights the consequences of prioritizing
wealth over love.

The Ghost of Marley: Scrooge's deceased business partner, whose haunting foreshadows the
transformative journey to come.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of A Christmas Carol

A Christmas Carol remains a powerful and relevant story centuries after its publication. Its
exploration of redemption, compassion, and the true meaning of Christmas continues to resonate
with readers of all ages. Dickens' masterful storytelling and enduring message ensure that this
classic tale will continue to inspire and uplift for generations to come. This SparkNotes guide
provides a solid foundation for understanding the complexities and nuances of this literary
masterpiece.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the main message of A Christmas Carol? The main message is the importance of
redemption, compassion, and the true spirit of Christmas - focusing on human connection rather
than material wealth.

2. Why are the three ghosts important? Each ghost represents a stage of Scrooge's transformation:
the past reveals his past mistakes, the present shows the beauty of generosity, and the future
reveals the consequences of his continued selfishness.

3. What is the significance of Tiny Tim? Tiny Tim symbolizes innocence and vulnerability, and his
potential death serves as a powerful catalyst for Scrooge's change of heart.

4. How does A Christmas Carol reflect Victorian society? The novel highlights the stark social
inequalities of Victorian England, portraying the struggles of the working class and the
responsibility of the wealthy to help those in need.

5. Is A Christmas Carol suitable for children? While some aspects might be slightly frightening for
very young children (particularly the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come), the story's overall message of
redemption and the importance of compassion makes it suitable for most children, especially when
read or watched with an adult.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Hard Times Charles Dickens, 1854

a christmas carol sparknotes: Great Expectations Charles Dickens, 2021-04-20 Great
Expectations is the thirteenth novel by Charles Dickens and his penultimate completed novel. It
depicts the education of an orphan nicknamed Pip. It is Dickens's second novel, after David



Copperfield, to be fully narrated in the first person.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Alchemist Paulo Coelho, 2015-02-24 A special 25th
anniversary edition of the extraordinary international bestseller, including a new Foreword by Paulo
Coelho. Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-discovery,
The Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and
transforming the lives of countless readers across generations. Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the
mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly
treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever
imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of
recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most
importantly, to follow our dreams.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2023-12-16 Mrs Dalloway,
Virginia Woolf's fourth novel, offers the reader an impression of a single June day in London in 1923.
Clarissa Dalloway, the wife of a Conservative member of parliament, is preparing to give an evening
party, while the shell-shocked Septimus Warren Smith hears the birds in Regent's Park chattering in
Greek. There seems to be nothing, except perhaps London, to link Clarissa and Septimus. She is
middle-aged and prosperous, with a sheltered happy life behind her; Smith is young, poor, and
driven to hatred of himself and the whole human race. Yet both share a terror of existence, and
sense the pull of death. The world of Mrs Dalloway is evoked in Woolf's famous stream of
consciousness style, in a lyrical and haunting language which has made this, from its publication in
1925, one of her most popular novels.

a christmas carol sparknotes: A Tale of Two Cities Illustrated by (Hablot Knight Browne
(Phiz)) Charles Dickens, 2021-04-11 A Tale of Two Cities (1859) is the second historical novel by
Charles Dickens, set in London and Paris before and during the French Revolution. It depicts the
plight of the French proletariat under the brutal oppression of t+E3he French aristocracy in the
years leading up to the revolution, and the corresponding savage brutality demonstrated by the
revolutionaries toward the former aristocrats in the early years of the revolution. It follows the lives
of several protagonists through these events, most notably Charles Darnay, a French once-aristocrat
who falls victim to the indiscriminate wrath of the revolution despite his virtuous nature, and Sydney
Carton, a dissipated English barrister who endeavours to redeem his ill-spent life out of love for
Darnay's wife, Lucie Manette.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Cat's Cradle Kurt Vonnegut, 2009-11-04 “A free-wheeling
vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s Cradle is Kurt Vonnegut’s satirical
commentary on modern man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this planet’s ultimate fate, it
features a midget as the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso singer, and
a vision of the future that is at once blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book that left an
indelible mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s
most important works—and Vonnegut at his very best. “[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable
social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine “Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in
self-defense.”—Atlantic Monthly

a christmas carol sparknotes: We Were Liars E. Lockhart, 2014-05-13 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A modern, sophisticated suspense novel from National Book Award finalist,
and Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart. Don't miss the #1 New York Times bestselling prequel,
Family of Liars. A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. A brilliant, damaged girl; a
passionate, political boy. A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. A
revolution. An accident. A secret. Lies upon lies. True love. The truth. Read it. And if anyone asks
you how it ends, just LIE. Thrilling, beautiful, and blisteringly smart, We Were Liars is utterly
unforgettable. —John Green, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Fault in Our Stars

a christmas carol sparknotes: Slaughterhouse-Five Kurt Vonnegut, 1999-01-12 Kurt
Vonnegut’s masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five is “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront
the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time). Selected by the Modern Library as one of the




100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great
antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the
result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what
he had witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction,
autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee
turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of
Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An
instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a
reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by some
libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world
around them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as
Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout,
David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words.
Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young
people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent,
passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate
thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” More than fifty years after its initial publication at
the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut’s portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar
anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon
through our own era’s uncertainties.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Everything, Everything Nicola Yoon, 2015-09-01 New York
Times Bestseller My disease is as rare as it is famous. It's a form of Severe Combined
Immunodeficiency, but basically, I'm allergic to the world. I don't leave my house, have not left my
house in fifteen years. The only people I ever see are my mom and my nurse, Carla. But then one
day, a moving truck arrives. New next door neighbors. I look out the window, and I see him. He's
tall, lean and wearing all black--black t-shirt, black jeans, black sneakers and a black knit cap that
covers his hair completely. He catches me looking and stares at me. I stare right back. His name is
Olly. I want to learn everything about him, and I do. I learn that he is funny and fierce. I learn that
his eyes are Atlantic Ocean-blue and that his vice is stealing silverware. I learn that when I talk to
him, my whole world opens up, and I feel myself starting to change--starting to want things. To want
out of my bubble. To want everything, everything the world has to offer. Maybe we can't predict the
future, but we can predict some things. For example, I am certainly going to fall in love with Olly.
It's almost certainly going to be a disaster.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Bluest Eye Toni Morrison, 2007-05-08 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢ From the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner—a powerful examination of our obsession
with beauty and conformity that asks questions about race, class, and gender with characteristic
subtly and grace. In Morrison’s acclaimed first novel, Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black girl in
an America whose love for its blond, blue-eyed children can devastate all others—prays for her eyes
to turn blue: so that she will be beautiful, so that people will look at her, so that her world will be
different. This is the story of the nightmare at the heart of her yearning, and the tragedy of its
fulfillment. Here, Morrison’s writing is “so precise, so faithful to speech and so charged with pain
and wonder that the novel becomes poetry” (The New York Times).

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Fault in Our Stars John Green, 2012-01-10 The beloved,
#1 global bestseller by John Green, author of The Anthropocene Reviewed and Turtles All the Way
Down “John Green is one of the best writers alive.” -E. Lockhart, #1 bestselling author of We Were
Liars “The greatest romance story of this decade.” -Entertainment Weekly #1 New York Times
Bestseller « #1 Wall Street Journal Bestseller * #1 USA Today Bestseller ¢ #1 International
Bestseller Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has
never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous



plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is
about to be completely rewritten. From John Green, #1 bestselling author of The Anthropocene
Reviewed and Turtles All the Way Down, The Fault in Our Stars is insightful, bold, irreverent, and
raw. It brilliantly explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in love.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Into the Wild Jon Krakauer, 2009-09-22 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER e In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked
alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. Four months later, his decomposed body was found
by a moose hunter. This is the unforgettable story of how Christopher Johnson McCandless came to
die. It may be nonfiction, but Into the Wild is a mystery of the highest order. —Entertainment
Weekly McCandess had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his
possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Not long after, he
was dead. Into the Wild is the mesmerizing, heartbreaking tale of an enigmatic young man who goes
missing in the wild and whose story captured the world’s attention. Immediately after graduating
from college in 1991, McCandless had roamed through the West and Southwest on a vision quest
like those made by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In the Mojave Desert he abandoned his
car, stripped it of its license plates, and burned all of his cash. He would give himself a new name,
Alexander Supertramp, and, unencumbered by money and belongings, he would be free to wallow in
the raw, unfiltered experiences that nature presented. Craving a blank spot on the map, McCandless
simply threw the maps away. Leaving behind his desperate parents and sister, he vanished into the
wild. Jon Krakauer constructs a clarifying prism through which he reassembles the disquieting facts
of McCandless's short life. Admitting an interest that borders on obsession, he searches for the clues
to the drives and desires that propelled McCandless. When McCandless's innocent mistakes turn out
to be irreversible and fatal, he becomes the stuff of tabloid headlines and is dismissed for his
naiveté, pretensions, and hubris. He is said to have had a death wish but wanting to die is a very
different thing from being compelled to look over the edge. Krakauer brings McCandless's
uncompromising pilgrimage out of the shadows, and the peril, adversity, and renunciation sought by
this enigmatic young man are illuminated with a rare understanding—and not an ounce of
sentimentality. Into the Wild is a tour de force. The power and luminosity of Jon Krakauer's
stoytelling blaze through every page.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Time Machine illustrated H. G. Wells, 2022-06-22 The Time
Machine by H. G. Wells is a science fiction classic, which lends itself well to visualization. This
version, illustrated by Yoann Laurent-Rouault, an illustrator master who graduated from the
Beaux-Arts, and published in the international literary collection Memoria Books, is a reference on
the time travel theme. Wells transports us in the year 802 701, in a society made up of the “Elois”,
who live peacefully in a kind of big Garden of Eden, eating fruits and sleeping high up, while
underground lives another species, also descending from men, the “Morlocks”, who do not stand the
light anymore, living in the dark for too long now. At night, they return to the surface, going back up
by the wells, in order to kidnap some Elois that they eat ; these last became livestock unknowingly.
In The Time Machine, made into a movie several times, the last of them in 2002 by Simon Wells, the
great-grandson of H. G. Wells, time is both a pretext to move the class struggle and warn... and also,
in a way, a full character, who fascinates, arbitrates, transcends... The illustrations come to reinforce
the time travel and provide a new experience to the reader.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Outliers Malcolm Gladwell, 2008-11-18 From the bestselling
author of Blink and The Tipping Point, Malcolm Gladwell's Outliers: The Story of Success overturns
conventional wisdom about genius to show us what makes an ordinary person an extreme
overachiever. Why do some people achieve so much more than others? Can they lie so far out of the
ordinary? In this provocative and inspiring book, Malcolm Gladwell looks at everyone from rock stars
to professional athletes, software billionaires to scientific geniuses, to show that the story of success
is far more surprising, and far more fascinating, than we could ever have imagined. He reveals that
it's as much about where we're from and what we do, as who we are - and that no one, not even a
genius, ever makes it alone. Outliers will change the way you think about your own life story, and




about what makes us all unique. 'Gladwell is not only a brilliant storyteller; he can see what those
stories tell us, the lessons they contain' Guardian '‘Malcolm Gladwell is a global phenomenon ... he
has a genius for making everything he writes seem like an impossible adventure' Observer 'He is the
best kind of writer - the kind who makes you feel like you're a genius, rather than he's a genius' The
Times

a christmas carol sparknotes: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2018-11 Of Mice and Men
es una novela escrita por el autor John Steinbeck. Publicado en 1937, cuenta la historia de George
Milton y Lennie Small, dos trabajadores desplazados del rancho migratorio, que se mudan de un
lugar a otro en California en busca de nuevas oportunidades de trabajo durante la Gran Depresion
en los Estados Unidos.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Through the Looking-glass Lewis Carroll, 1875

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Book Thief Markus Zusak, 2007-12-18 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’'S 100 BEST YA BOOKS OF ALL TIME The
extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of books to feed the soul even in the darkest of times.
When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its
breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl
living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she
encounters something she can’t resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father,
she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as
with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity,
award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the most
enduring stories of our time. “The kind of book that can be life-changing.” —The New York Times
“Deserves a place on the same shelf with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today
DON'T MISS BRIDGE OF CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK'’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Slaughterhouse-five Kurt Vonnegut, 1969 Billy Pilgrim
returns home from the Second World War only to be kidnapped by aliens from the planet
Tralfamadore, who teach him that time is an eternal present.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Chronicle of a Death Foretold Gabriel Garcia Méarquez,
2014-10-15 NOBEL PRIZE WINNER ¢ From the author of One Hundred Years of Solitude comes the
gripping story of the murder of a young aristocrat that puts an entire society—not just a pair of
murderers—on trial. A man returns to the town where a baffling murder took place 27 years earlier,
determined to get to the bottom of the story. Just hours after marrying the beautiful Angela Vicario,
everyone agrees, Bayardo San Roman returned his bride in disgrace to her parents. Her distraught
family forced her to name her first lover; and her twin brothers announced their intention to murder
Santiago Nasar for dishonoring their sister. Yet if everyone knew the murder was going to happen,
why did no one intervene to stop it? The more that is learned, the less is understood, as the story
races to its inexplicable conclusion.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Mark
Haddon, 2009-02-24 A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—narrated by a fifteen
year old autistic savant obsessed with Sherlock Holmes, this dazzling novel weaves together an
old-fashioned mystery, a contemporary coming-of-age story, and a fascinating excursion into a mind
incapable of processing emotions. Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. Although gifted with a superbly logical
brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments have little meaning for him.
At fifteen, Christopher’s carefully constructed world falls apart when he finds his neighbour’s dog
Wellington impaled on a garden fork, and he is initially blamed for the killing. Christopher decides
that he will track down the real killer, and turns to his favourite fictional character, the impeccably
logical Sherlock Holmes, for inspiration. But the investigation leads him down some unexpected
paths and ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his parents’ marriage. As
Christopher tries to deal with the crisis within his own family, the narrative draws readers into the
workings of Christopher’s mind. And herein lies the key to the brilliance of Mark Haddon'’s choice of



narrator: The most wrenching of emotional moments are chronicled by a boy who cannot fathom
emotions. The effect is dazzling, making for one of the freshest debut in years: a comedy, a
tearjerker, a mystery story, a novel of exceptional literary merit that is great fun to read.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Lady Chatterley's lover David Herbert Lawrence, 2001

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Nickel Boys Colson Whitehead, 2020-06-30 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER ¢ In this Pulitzer Prize-winning follow-up to The Underground Railroad, Colson
Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another strand of American history through the story of two boys
unjustly sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim Crow-era Florida. When Elwood Curtis, a black
boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called the
Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of horrors. Elwood’s only
salvation is his friendship with fellow “delinquent” Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s
conviction that Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the world is crooked, and that the only way to
survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. As life at the Academy becomes ever more perilous, the
tension between Elwood’s ideals and Turner’s skepticism leads to a decision whose repercussions
will echo down the decades. Based on the real story of a reform school that operated for 111 years
and warped the lives of thousands of children, The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven narrative
that showcases a great American novelist writing at the height of his powers and “should further
cement Whitehead as one of his generation's best (Entertainment Weekly). Look for Colson
Whitehead’s bestselling new novel, Harlem Shuffle!

a christmas carol sparknotes: Skipping Christmas John Grisham, 2010-03-16 #1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A classic tale for modern times from a beloved storyteller, John
Grisham offers a hilarious look at the chaos and frenzy that have become part of our holiday
tradition. Imagine a year without Christmas. No crowded malls, no corny office parties, no
fruitcakes, no unwanted presents. That'’s just what Luther and Nora Krank have in mind when they
decide that, just this once, they’ll skip the holiday altogether. Theirs will be the only house on
Hemlock Street without a rooftop Frosty, they won’t be hosting their annual Christmas Eve bash,
they aren’t even going to have a tree. They won’t need one, because come December 25 they’re
setting sail on a Caribbean cruise. But as this weary couple is about to discover, skipping Christmas
brings enormous consequences—and isn’t half as easy as they’d imagined. Don’t miss John
Grisham’s new book, THE EXCHANGE: AFTER THE FIRM!

a christmas carol sparknotes: A Christmas Memory Truman Capote, 2014-10-28 A
reminiscence of a Christmas shared by a seven-year-old boy and a sixtyish childlike woman, with
enormous love and friendship between them.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Last of the Spirits Chris Priestley, 2014-11-13 Sam and
Lizzie are freezing and hungry on the streets of Victorian London. When Sam asks a wealthy man for
some coins, he is rudely turned away. Months of struggle suddenly find their focus, and Sam
resolves to kill the man. Huddling in a graveyard for warmth, Sam and Lizzie are horrified to see the
earth around one of the tombs begin to shift, shortly followed by the wraithlike figure of a ghostly
man. He warns Sam about the future which awaits such a bitter heart, and so begins Sam's journey
led by terrifying spirits through the past, present and future, after which Sam must decide whether
to take the man, Scrooge's, life or not. A perfectly layered, tense and supremely satisfying twist on
one of Dickens' most popular books, cleverly reinvented to entice a younger readership.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Small Things Like These Claire Keegan, 2021-11-30
Shortlisted for the 2022 Booker Prize A hypnotic and electrifying Irish tale that transcends country,
transcends time. —Lily King, New York Times bestselling author of Writers & Lovers Small Things
Like These is award-winning author Claire Keegan's landmark new novel, a tale of one man's
courage and a remarkable portrait of love and family It is 1985 in a small Irish town. During the
weeks leading up to Christmas, Bill Furlong, a coal merchant and family man faces into his busiest
season. Early one morning, while delivering an order to the local convent, Bill makes a discovery
which forces him to confront both his past and the complicit silences of a town controlled by the
church. An international bestseller, Small Things Like These is a deeply affecting story of hope, quiet



heroism, and empathy from one of our most critically lauded and iconic writers.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Little Dorrit Charles Dickens, 1868 As for many of Dickens'
novels, highlighting social injustices is at the heart of Little Dorrit. His father was imprisoned for
debt, and Dickens' shines a spotlight on the fate of many who are unable to repay a debt when the
ability to seek work is denied. Amy Dorrit is the youngest daughter of a man imprisoned for debt and
is working as a seamstress for Mrs Clennam when Arthur Clennam crosses her path. Will the sweet
natured Amy win Arthur's heart? And will they ever escape the shadow of debtors' prison?

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Great Gatsby F Scott Fitzgerald, 2021-01-13 Set in the
1920's Jazz Age on Long Island, The Great Gatsby chronicles narrator Nick Carraway's interactions
with the mysterious millionaire Jay Gatsby and Gatsby's obsession to reunite with his former lover,
the beautiful Daisy Buchanan. First published in 1925, the book has enthralled generations of
readers and is considered one of the greatest American novels.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Chimes Illustrated Charles Dickens, 2021-01-03 The
Chimes: A Goblin Story of Some Bells that Rang an Old Year Out and a New Year In, commonly
referred to as The Chimes, is a novella written by Charles Dickens and first published in 1844, one
year after A Christmas Carol. It is the second in his series of Christmas books, five novellas with
strong social and moral messages that he published during the 1840s. In addition to A Christmas
Carol and The Chimes, the Christmas books include The Cricket on the Hearth (1845), The Battle of
Life (1846), and The Haunted Man and the Ghost's Bargain (1848).

a christmas carol sparknotes: Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets ]J.K. Rowling,
2015-12-08 'There is a plot, Harry Potter. A plot to make most terrible things happen at Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry this year.' Harry Potter's summer has included the worst birthday
ever, doomy warnings from a house-elf called Dobby, and rescue from the Dursleys by his friend Ron
Weasley in a magical flying car! Back at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry for his second
year, Harry hears strange whispers echo through empty corridors - and then the attacks start.
Students are found as though turned to stone... Dobby's sinister predictions seem to be coming true.
Having become classics of our time, the Harry Potter eBooks never fail to bring comfort and
escapism. With their message of hope, belonging and the enduring power of truth and love, the story
of the Boy Who Lived continues to delight generations of new readers.

a christmas carol sparknotes: How to Read Literature Like a Professor 3E Thomas C.
Foster, 2024-11-05 Thoroughly revised and expanded for a new generation of readers, this classic
guide to enjoying literature to its fullest—a lively, enlightening, and entertaining introduction to a
diverse range of writing and literary devices that enrich these works, including symbols, themes,
and contexts—teaches you how to make your everyday reading experience richer and more
rewarding. While books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary
meanings beneath the surface. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those
hidden truths by looking at literature with the practiced analytical eye—and the literary codes—of a
college professor. What does it mean when a protagonist is traveling along a dusty road? When he
hands a drink to his companion? When he’s drenched in a sudden rain shower? Thomas C. Foster
provides answers to these questions as he explores every aspect of fiction, from major themes to
literary models, narrative devices, and form. Offering a broad overview of literature—a world where
a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion, and rain, whether cleansing or
destructive, is never just a shower—he shows us how to make our reading experience more
intellectually satisfying and fun. The world, and curricula, have changed. This third edition has been
thoroughly revised to reflect those changes, and features new chapters, a new preface and epilogue,
as well as fresh teaching points Foster has developed over the past decade. Foster updates the
books he discusses to include more diverse, inclusive, and modern works, such as Angie Thomas’s
The Hate U Give; Emily St. John Mandel’s Station Eleven; Neil Gaiman’s Neverwhere; Elizabeth
Acevedo’s The Poet X; Helen Oyeyemi's Mr. Fox and Boy, Snow, Bird; Sandra Cisneros’s The House
on Mango Street; Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God; Maggie O’Farrell’s Hamnet;
Madeline Miller’s Circe; Pat Barker’s The Silence of the Girls; and Tahereh Mafi’s A Very Large



Expanse of Sea.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Coriolanus Illustrated William Shakespeare, 2021-05-31
Coriolanus is a tragedy by William Shakespeare, believed to have been written between 1605 and
1608. The play is based on the life of the legendary Roman leader Caius Marcius Coriolanus. The
tragedy is one of the last two tragedies written by Shakespeare, along with Antony and Cleopatra.
Coriolanus is the name given to a Roman general after his military success against various uprisings
challenging the government of Rome. Following this success, Coriolanus becomes active in politics
and seeks political leadership. His temperament is unsuited for popular leadership and he is quickly
deposed, whereupon he aligns himself to set matters straight according to his own will. The alliances
he forges along the way result in his ultimate downfall.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Hunchback of Notre Dame Annotated Victor Marie
Hugo, 2021-01-15 The Hunchback of Notre-Dame is a French Gothic novel by Victor Hugo published
in January 14, 1831. The title refers to the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, on which the story is
centered. Set in medieval Paris, it tells the story of the beautiful gypsy Esmeralda, condemned as a
witch by the tormented archdeacon Claude Frollo, who lusts after her. Quasimodo, the deformed bell
ringer of Notre-Dame Cathedral, having fallen in love with the kindhearted Esmeralda, tries to save
her by hiding her in the cathedral's tower.

a christmas carol sparknotes: Good Night, Mr. Tom Michelle Magorian, 1986-11-13 London
is poised on the brink of World War 11. Timid, scrawny Willie Beech -- the abused child of a single
mother -- is evacuated to the English countryside. At first, he is terrified of everything, of the country
sounds and sights, even of Mr. Tom, the gruff, kindly old man who has taken him in. But gradually
Willie forgets the hate and despair of his past. He learns to love a world he never knew existed, a
world of friendship and affection in which harsh words and daily beatings have no place. Then a
telegram comes. Willie must return to his mother in London. When weeks pass by with no word from
Willie, Mr. Tom sets out for London to look for the young boy he has come to love as a son.

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Alchemist Paulo Coelho, 2013 An Andalusian shepherd boy
named Santiago travels from his homeland in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of a treasure
buried in the Pyramids. Along the way he meets a Gypsy woman, a man who calls himself king, and
an alchemist, all of whom point Santiago in the direction of his quest. No one knows what the
treasure is, or if Santiago will be able to surmount the obstacles along the way. But what starts out
as a journey to find worldly goods turns into a discovery of the treasures found within.

a christmas carol sparknotes: One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn,
2014-07-29 For the centenary of the Russian Revolution, a new edition of the Russian Nobel
Prize-winning author's most accessible novel One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich is an undisputed
classic of contemporary literature. First published (in censored form) in the Soviet journal Novy Mir
in 1962, it is the story of labor-camp inmate Ivan Denisovich Shukhov as he struggles to maintain his
dignity in the face of communist oppression. On every page of this graphic depiction of Ivan
Denisovich's struggles, the pain of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's own decade-long experience in the
gulag is apparent—which makes its ultimate tribute to one man's will to triumph over relentless
dehumanization all the more moving. An unforgettable portrait of the entire world of Stalin's
forced-work camps, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich is one of the most extraordinary literary
works to have emerged from the Soviet Union. The first of Solzhenitsyn's novels to be published, it
forced both the Soviet Union and the West to confront the Soviet's human rights record, and the
novel was specifically mentioned in the presentation speech when Solzhenitsyn was awarded the
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1970. Above all, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich establishes
Solzhenitsyn's stature as a literary genius whose talent matches that of Dostoevsky, Turgenev,
Tolstoy (Harrison Salisbury, The New York Times). This unexpurgated, widely acclaimed translation
by H. T. Willetts is the only translation authorized by Solzhenitsyn himself.

a christmas carol sparknotes: A Walk To Remember Nicholas Sparks, 2011-04-07 Can you
resist the depths of the human heart? It is 1958 and seventeen-year-old Landon is revelling in his
youth: dating girls and even claiming to have been in love. He is a world apart from shy, reclusive



Jamie Sullivan, a Baptist's daughter who carries a bible with her school books, cares for her
widowed father and volunteers at the orphanage. But fate will intervene. Forced to partner up at the
school dance, Landon and Jamie embark on a journey of earth-shattering love and agonising loss far
beyond their years. In the months that follow, Landon discovers the true depths of the human heart,
and takes a decision that is so stunning it will lead him irrevocably down the road to manhood . . .

a christmas carol sparknotes: The Signal-Man Illustrated Charles Dickens, 2021-02-08 The
Signal-Man is a horror/mystery story by Charles Dickens, first published as part of the Mugby
Junction collection in the 1866 Christmas edition of All the Year Round.The railway signal-man of the
title tells the narrator of an apparition that has been haunting him. Each spectral appearance
precedes a tragic event on the railway on which the signalman works. The signalman's work is at a
signal-box in a deep cutting near a tunnel entrance on a lonely stretch of the railway line, and he
controls the movements of passing trains. When there is danger, his fellow signalmen alert him by
telegraph and alarms. Three times, he receives phantom warnings of danger when his bell rings in a
fashion that only he can hear. Each warning is followed by the appearance of the specter, and then
by a terrible accident.The first accident involves a terrible collision between two trains in the tunnel.
Dickens may have based this incident on the Clayton Tunnel crash[1] that occurred in 1861, five
years before he wrote the story. Readers in 1866 would have been familiar with this major disaster.
The second warning involves the mysterious death of a young woman on a passing train. The final
warning is a premonition of the signalman's own death

a christmas carol sparknotes: Our Mutual Friend Charles Dickens, 1858

a christmas carol sparknotes: SparkNotes SAT I Sparknotes Editors, 2002-07-25
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Holidays and Celebrations The fact that Jehovah’s Witnesses do not participate in most holiday
observances and other ...

The Truth About Christmas - JW.ORG
The Truth About Christmas DO YOU care about spiritual truth? If so, then perhaps you have asked

these questions: (1) ...

Why Don’t Jehovah’s Witnesses Celebrate Christmas? - JW.ORG
Get the facts: Do Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate Christmas? What do they believe? Here are 4
reasons for some ...

The People Who Missed Christmas: Herod - Grace to You
This post was first published December 11, 2012. -ed. Meet another man who missed the first
Christmas: Herod. ...

The True Christmas Spirit - Grace to You
Dec 24, 1995 - If you're like me, you have heard the world’s comments and evaluations of this time
of the year. ...

Holidays and Celebrations - JW.ORG

Holidays and Celebrations The fact that Jehovah’s Witnesses do not participate in most holiday
observances and other celebrations can be somewhat perplexing to a teacher. We hope the ...

The Truth About Christmas - JW.ORG
The Truth About Christmas DO YOU care about spiritual truth? If so, then perhaps you have asked
these questions: (1) Was Jesus actually born on December 25? (2) Who were the “wise ...

Why Don’t Jehovah’s Witnesses Celebrate Christmas? - JW.ORG



Get the facts: Do Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate Christmas? What do they believe? Here are 4
reasons for some of their choices.

The People Who Missed Christmas: Herod - Grace to You
This post was first published December 11, 2012. -ed. Meet another man who missed the first
Christmas: Herod. Matthew 2 tells his story. He was very...

The True Christmas Spirit - Grace to You
Dec 24, 1995 - If you're like me, you have heard the world’s comments and evaluations of this time
of the year. And one of the phrases that you hear a lot is “the Christmas spirit.” We need ...

The Best of Christmas - Grace to You
The Best of Christmas takes you on a fascinating journey through time to explore the Christmas
story from a variety of perspectives—all based on the Bible, not myth.

Christmas Prophecies Fulfilled - Grace to You
Dec 24, 2006 - Help Grace to You bring important resources like this to people in your community
and beyond, free of charge.

The Theology of Christmas - Grace to You
Dec 20, 2009 - Here is the theology of Christmas, okay? The theology of Christmas. My intention
today is to be straightforward and just tell the real story of the birth of Christ and have you ...

Why Do Some People Not Celebrate Christmas? | Q & A - JW.ORG
Dec 1, 2012 - Why do millions of Christians choose not to celebrate Christmas? Reasons include: The
timing of Jesus’ birth, the commands he gave his followers, and more.

What Are the Facts About Christmas? | Q & A - JW.ORG

Dec 1, 2014 - Millions of people worldwide celebrate Christmas for various reasons. Some enjoy
festive times with friends and family. Others think about God or devote time to helping the poor ...
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