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THE PROGRESSIVE VOTERS GUIDE

Washington State Progressive Voters Guide: Your
Roadmap to the Ballot Box

Are you a progressive voter in Washington State, feeling overwhelmed by the sheer volume of
candidates and ballot measures? Navigating the political landscape can be challenging, even for
seasoned voters. This comprehensive guide is your roadmap to informed participation in Washington
State elections. We'll break down key issues, highlight progressive candidates, and provide
resources to help you make educated choices on election day. This isn't just a list; it's your strategy
for impactful voting.

Understanding the Washington State Political Landscape

Washington State boasts a vibrant and diverse political landscape. While often considered a
politically liberal state, understanding the nuances within the progressive movement is crucial for
effective voting. This guide aims to cut through the noise and present you with clear, concise
information.

H2: Key Issues for Progressive Voters in Washington State

Progressive voters in Washington typically prioritize certain key issues. Understanding these core
tenets helps align your voting choices with your values.

H3: Environmental Protection & Climate Action
Washington faces significant challenges related to climate change, from wildfires to sea-level rise.

Progressive candidates champion aggressive climate action, including investments in renewable
energy, carbon reduction policies, and conservation efforts. Look for candidates who support
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initiatives like the state’s carbon emissions reduction targets and increased funding for sustainable
transportation infrastructure.

H3: Healthcare Access & Affordability

Access to affordable and quality healthcare is a cornerstone of the progressive platform. Examine
candidates' stances on expanding Medicaid, lowering prescription drug costs, and supporting
policies that address health equity disparities across the state. Look for support for initiatives to
strengthen the state’s public health infrastructure and ensure comprehensive health coverage for all
residents.

H3: Economic Justice & Income Inequality

Addressing income inequality and creating a more equitable economy is a priority for progressive
voters. Candidates supporting policies like a higher minimum wage, stronger labor protections, and
affordable housing initiatives are typically aligned with progressive values. Research their stances
on taxing high earners and corporations to fund social programs aimed at reducing poverty.

H3: Social Justice & Civil Rights

Progressive candidates generally advocate for comprehensive social justice reforms, including
criminal justice reform, LGBTQ+ rights, and racial equity initiatives. Pay close attention to
candidates' records on issues like police accountability, access to quality education, and ending
discriminatory practices.

H2: Finding and Supporting Progressive Candidates

Identifying candidates who truly represent progressive values takes research. Here's how to
effectively navigate the process:

H3: Utilize Online Resources:

Several websites provide candidate information and voter guides based on progressive values. These
resources offer valuable insights into candidates' platforms and voting records. Look for
endorsements from reputable progressive organizations and analyze candidates’ websites and public
statements for alignment with your priorities.

H3: Attend Candidate Forums:

Candidate forums offer a direct opportunity to hear candidates articulate their positions on key
issues. This firsthand interaction allows you to assess their commitment and understanding of
progressive principles. Actively participate by asking insightful questions.

H3: Engage with Local Progressive Organizations:

Local chapters of progressive organizations often endorse candidates and offer valuable resources

and information. Connect with these groups to learn more about candidates and their alignment with
progressive values. They may also offer volunteer opportunities to directly support your favored



candidates.

H2: Understanding Washington State Ballot Measures

Ballot measures significantly impact the state's political landscape. It’s crucial to understand each
initiative before casting your vote.

H3: Research the Specifics:

Don't rely solely on headlines. Carefully read the full text of each ballot measure to fully grasp its
implications. Pay attention to the potential impacts on various segments of the population and the
long-term consequences.

H3: Seek Independent Analyses:

Numerous organizations provide non-partisan analyses of ballot measures. Utilizing these resources
allows you to make informed decisions without bias.

H3: Consider the Broader Context:

How does the ballot measure fit within the overall progressive agenda? Does it align with the key
issues discussed earlier?

Conclusion

Voting is a powerful tool for change. By utilizing this guide and conducting thorough research, you
can effectively participate in shaping Washington State's future. Remember, an informed vote is a
powerful vote. Your engagement is critical to advancing a progressive agenda in Washington State.

FAQs

Q1: Where can I find a comprehensive list of progressive candidates in my district? A: Start by
checking the websites of progressive organizations operating within Washington State. Many will
offer candidate endorsements and voter guides categorized by district.

Q2: How can I verify the accuracy of information I find online about candidates? A: Cross-reference
information found on different websites, check official government resources for candidate details,
and compare information across multiple sources to ensure accuracy.

Q3: What if I'm unsure about a particular ballot measure? A: Contact non-partisan organizations that
analyze ballot measures for their perspective. Their analysis can help you better understand the
potential consequences.

Q4: Are there any volunteer opportunities to get more involved in progressive politics in
Washington? A: Yes! Many progressive organizations offer opportunities to volunteer in various

capacities, from canvassing to phone banking to event organization. Check their websites for details.

Q5: How can I stay informed about upcoming elections and political developments in Washington



State? A: Subscribe to newsletters from progressive organizations, follow relevant news sources, and
engage with local political groups on social media for continuous updates.

washington state progressive voters guide: Voting Assistance Guide , 1998

washington state progressive voters guide: Give Us the Ballot Ari Berman, 2015-08-04 A
National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist, Nonfiction A New York Times Notable Book of 2015 A
Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book of 2015 A Boston Globe Best Book of 2015 A Kirkus
Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2015 An NPR Best Book of 2015 Countless books have been written
about the civil rights movement, but far less attention has been paid to what happened after the
dramatic passage of the Voting Rights Act (VRA) in 1965 and the turbulent forces it unleashed. Give
Us the Ballot tells this story for the first time. In this groundbreaking narrative history, Ari Berman
charts both the transformation of American democracy under the VRA and the counterrevolution
that has sought to limit voting rights, from 1965 to the present day. The act enfranchised millions of
Americans and is widely regarded as the crowning achievement of the civil rights movement. And
yet, fifty years later, we are still fighting heated battles over race, representation, and political
power, with lawmakers devising new strategies to keep minorities out of the voting booth and with
the Supreme Court declaring a key part of the Voting Rights Act unconstitutional. Berman brings the
struggle over voting rights to life through meticulous archival research, in-depth interviews with
major figures in the debate, and incisive on-the-ground reporting. In vivid prose, he takes the reader
from the demonstrations of the civil rights era to the halls of Congress to the chambers of the
Supreme Court. At this important moment in history, Give Us the Ballot provides new insight into
one of the most vital political and civil rights issues of our time.

washington state progressive voters guide: The Emerging Democratic Majority John B. Judis,
Ruy Teixeira, 2004-02-10 ONE OF THE ECONOMIST'S BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR AND A
WINNER OF THE WASHINGTON MONTHLY'S ANNUAL POLITICAL BOOK AWARD Political experts
John B. Judis and Ruy Teixeira convincingly use hard data -- demographic, geographic, economic,
and political -- to forecast the dawn of a new progressive era. In the 1960s, Kevin Phillips, battling
conventional wisdom, correctly foretold the dawn of a new conservative era. His book, The Emerging
Republican Majority, became an indispensable guide for all those attempting to understand political
change through the 1970s and 1980s. At the beginning of the twenty-first century, with the country
in Republican hands, The Emerging Democratic Majority is the indispensable guide to this era. In
five well-researched chapters and a new afterword covering the 2002 elections, Judis and Teixeira
show how the most dynamic and fastest-growing areas of the country are cultivating a new wave of
Democratic voters who embrace what the authors call progressive centrism and take umbrage at
Republican demands to privatize social security, ban abortion, and cut back environmental
regulations. As the GOP continues to be dominated by neoconservatives, the religious right, and
corporate influence, this is an essential volume for all those discontented with their narrow agenda --
and a clarion call for a new political order.

washington state progressive voters guide: The Closest Governments to the People
Stephen James Lundin, 2007

washington state progressive voters guide: The Right to Vote Alexander Keyssar,
2009-06-30 Originally published in 2000, The Right to Vote was widely hailed as a magisterial
account of the evolution of suffrage from the American Revolution to the end of the twentieth
century. In this revised and updated edition, Keyssar carries the story forward, from the disputed
presidential contest of 2000 through the 2008 campaign and the election of Barack Obama. The
Right to Vote is a sweeping reinterpretation of American political history as well as a meditation on
the meaning of democracy in contemporary American life.

washington state progressive voters guide: Use the Power You Have Pramila Jayapal,
2020-07-14 Washington's progressive champion explains how we can achieve a truly inclusive
America that works for all of us In November 2016, Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) was elected to the U.S.



House of Representatives, the first Indian American woman to serve in that role. Two years later, the
fast-rising Democratic star and determined critic of President Donald Trump, according to Politico's
Playbook 2017 Power List, won reelection with more votes than any other member of the House.
Jayapal, co-chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, proved her progressive bonafides when
she introduced the most comprehensive Medicare-for-all bill to Congress in February. Behind the
story of Jayapal's rise to political prominence lie over two decades of devoted advocacy on behalf of
immigrants and progressive causes—and years of learning how to turn activism into public policy
that serves all Americans. Use the Power You Have is Jayapal's account of the path from
sixteen-year-old Indian immigrant to grassroots activist, state senator, and now progressive
powerhouse in Washington, DC. Written with passion and insight, Use the Power You Have offers a
wealth of ideas and inspiration for a new generation of engaged citizens interested in fighting back
and making change, whether in Washington or in their own communities.

washington state progressive voters guide: Campaign Guide for Congressional Candidates
and Committees , 1982

washington state progressive voters guide: Super PACs Louise 1. Gerdes, 2014-05-20 The
passage of Citizens United by the Supreme Court in 2010 sparked a renewed debate about campaign
spending by large political action committees, or Super PACs. Its ruling said that it is okay for
corporations and labor unions to spend as much as they want in advertising and other methods to
convince people to vote for or against a candidate. This book provides a wide range of opinions on
the issue. Includes primary and secondary sources from a variety of perspectives; eyewitnesses,
scientific journals, government officials, and many others.

washington state progressive voters guide: It's Time to Fight Dirty David M. Faris, 2018 The
American electoral system is clearly failing more horrifically in the 2016 presidential election than
ever before. In It's Time to Fight Dirty, David Faris expands on his popular series for "'The Week' to
offer party leaders and supporters concrete strategies for lasting political reform - and in doing so
lays the groundwork for a more progressive future. With equal parts playful irreverence and
persuasive reasoning, It's Time to Fight Dirty is essential reading as we head toward the 2018
midterms... and beyond.

washington state progressive voters guide: Before His Time Ben Green, 1999 The moving,
true story of the still-unresolved murder of Harry T. Moore, killed in a Christmas Day bombing of his
home in 1951, is an important rediscovery of a lost chapter in civil rights history. of photos.

washington state progressive voters guide: Winning Your Election the Wellstone Way
Jeff Blodgett, Bill Lofy, Ben Goldfarb, Erik Peterson, 2008-07-10 As the 2008 presidential race
dominates political discussion and media coverage worldwide, thousands of lesser-known local
contests are being hard-fought in our neighborhoods, cities, and states. Winning Your Election the
Wellstone Way is based on the work of Wellstone Action, a leading-edge progressive training center
that has instructed thousands of political activists, campaign managers, and volunteers, of whom
more than two hundred have gone on to run for office and win. Jeff Blodgett and Bill Lofy analyze
the crucial lessons learned from many successful (and several losing) campaigns and demystifies
what it takes to run for—and win—a political seat. This companion guide to Politics the Wellstone
Way, the best-selling introduction to political action, features the in-depth knowledge that
campaigns need to take energy and engagement to the next level—getting elected. With detailed and
informative examples from progressive campaigns at every level throughout the United States,
Winning Your Election the Wellstone Way combines grassroots organizing with political strategy,
articulating a bold populist agenda. If you have ever considered volunteering for a political
candidate, working for a campaign, or even running for public office yourself, Winning Your Election
the Wellstone Way is the key resource you need to devise a sophisticated, progressive, and
successful strategy and, ultimately, affect people’s lives for the better.

washington state progressive voters guide: Guide to U.S. Elections Deborah Kalb,
2015-12-24 The CQ Press Guide to U.S. Elections is a comprehensive, two-volume reference
providing information on the U.S. electoral process, in-depth analysis on specific political eras and



issues, and everything in between. Thoroughly revised and infused with new data, analysis, and
discussion of issues relating to elections through 2014, the Guide will include chapters on: Analysis
of the campaigns for presidency, from the primaries through the general election Data on the
candidates, winners/losers, and election returns Details on congressional and gubernatorial contests
supplemented with vast historical data. Key Features include: Tables, boxes and figures interspersed
throughout each chapter Data on campaigns, election methods, and results Complete lists of House
and Senate leaders Links to election-related websites A guide to party abbreviations

washington state progressive voters guide: Washington's Farewell Address George
Washington, 1907

washington state progressive voters guide: Strengthening Forensic Science in the
United States National Research Council, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences,
Committee on Applied and Theoretical Statistics, Policy and Global Affairs, Committee on Science,
Technology, and Law, Committee on Identifying the Needs of the Forensic Sciences Community,
2009-07-29 Scores of talented and dedicated people serve the forensic science community,
performing vitally important work. However, they are often constrained by lack of adequate
resources, sound policies, and national support. It is clear that change and advancements, both
systematic and scientific, are needed in a number of forensic science disciplines to ensure the
reliability of work, establish enforceable standards, and promote best practices with consistent
application. Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward provides a
detailed plan for addressing these needs and suggests the creation of a new government entity, the
National Institute of Forensic Science, to establish and enforce standards within the forensic science
community. The benefits of improving and regulating the forensic science disciplines are clear:
assisting law enforcement officials, enhancing homeland security, and reducing the risk of wrongful
conviction and exoneration. Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States gives a full account
of what is needed to advance the forensic science disciplines, including upgrading of systems and
organizational structures, better training, widespread adoption of uniform and enforceable best
practices, and mandatory certification and accreditation programs. While this book provides an
essential call-to-action for congress and policy makers, it also serves as a vital tool for law
enforcement agencies, criminal prosecutors and attorneys, and forensic science educators.

washington state progressive voters guide: One Person, No Vote Carol Anderson,
2018-09-11 As featured in the documentary All In: The Fight for Democracy Finalist for the
PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for Nonfiction Longlisted for the National Book Award in
Nonfiction Named one of the Best Books of the Year by: Washington Post * Boston Globe * NPR*
Bustle * BookRiot * New York Public Library From the award-winning, New York Times bestselling
author of White Rage, the startling--and timely--history of voter suppression in America, with a
foreword by Senator Dick Durbin. In her New York Times bestseller White Rage, Carol Anderson laid
bare an insidious history of policies that have systematically impeded black progress in America,
from 1865 to our combustible present. With One Person, No Vote, she chronicles a related history:
the rollbacks to African American participation in the vote since the 2013 Supreme Court decision
that eviscerated the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Known as the Shelby ruling, this decision effectively
allowed districts with a demonstrated history of racial discrimination to change voting requirements
without approval from the Department of Justice. Focusing on the aftermath of Shelby, Anderson
follows the astonishing story of government-dictated racial discrimination unfolding before our very
eyes as more and more states adopt voter suppression laws. In gripping, enlightening detail she
explains how voter suppression works, from photo ID requirements to gerrymandering to poll
closures. And with vivid characters, she explores the resistance: the organizing, activism, and court
battles to restore the basic right to vote to all Americans.

washington state progressive voters guide: Going Red Ed Morrissey, 2016 Popular
conservative radio host and blogger Ed Morrissey argues that the fate of conservatism hangs on the
2016 election--and on a mere seven counties that will decide the whole race. Together, these
counties are home to only 5 million people (that is, 1.5% of the American population), but it was in



these communities that Barack Obama won the 2008 and 2012 elections, and in 2016, they hold the
key to the states Republicans must win in order to take back the White House. For Republicans, this
is bad news and good news. Bad news, because all seven of the counties pulled for Obama in one or
both of the last two elections; good news, because they all voted for George W. Bush in 2004, and
due to the Democrats' misadventures under the Obama administration, the door is open for
Republicans to win these counties--and the presidency--once again, making a decisive mandate
against progressivism for the generation to come. Going Red will take readers inside these
battlegrounds, weaving never-before-seen data into human portraits that illuminate why these
communities have changed from Republican to Democrat, why the Obama administration has
disappointed them, and what conservatives can do to win them back in this election cycle--and
beyond. With echoes of Nate Silver, Dick Morris, and Charles Murray, this is a timely and crucial
book for anyone who cares about conservatism's future--

washington state progressive voters guide: The Untold Story of Women of Color in the
League of Women Voters Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins, 2020-02-24 The Untold Story of Women of
Color in the League of Women Voters explores ways in which these women have been marginalized
and recognizes how their contributions will positively influence the organization as it moves into its
next 100 years. On February 14, 2020, the League of Women Voters of the United States celebrated
the 100th anniversary of its founding. Although women of color have always made significant
contributions to women's suffrage and the women's movements, their contributions, particularly as
they relate to the League of Women Voters (LWV), have been marginalized and relegated to the
footnotes of the organization's history. The Untold Story of Women of Color in the League of Women
Voters adds a new dimension to these conversations. The book is structured to show the progression
of the relationship between the League of Women Voters and its members of color as manifested in
changes to its policies, practices, symbols, and messaging. It begins with the suffrage movement and
continues until the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the League and uses actual
correspondence, convention minutes, existing League histories, and personal accounts to tell the
League story. Chapter titles disclose the philosophical shifts in attitude at each stage of the
organization's evolution.

washington state progressive voters guide: Gaming the Vote William Poundstone,
2009-02-17 At least five U.S. presidential elections have been won by the second most popular
candidate, because of spoilers--Minor candidates who take enough votes away from the most popular
candidate to tip the election. The spoiler effect is a consequence of the impossibility theorem,
discovered by Nobel laureate economist Kenneth Arrow, which asserts that voting is fundamentally
unfair--and political strategists are exploiting the mathematical faults of the simple majority vote.
This book presents a solution to the spoiler problem: a system called range voting, already widely
used on the Internet, which is the fairest voting method of all, according to computer studies. Range
voting remains controversial, however, and author Poundstone assesses the obstacles confronting
any attempt to change the American electoral system.--From publisher description.

washington state progressive voters guide: Fed Up! Rick Perry, 2010-11-15 Now, do not
misunderstand me, America is great. But we are fed up with being over-taxed and over-regulated.
We are tired of being told how much salt to put on our food, what kind of cars we can drive, what
kinds of guns we can own, what kind of prayers we are allowed to say and where we can say them,
what we are allowed to do to elect political candidates, what kind of energy we can use, what doctor
we can see. What kind of nation are we becoming? I fear it's the very kind the Colonists fought
against. But perhaps most of all, we are fed up because deep down we know how great America has
always been, how many great things the people do in spite of their government, and how great the
nation can be in the future if government will just get out of the way. Our fight is clear. We must
step up and retake the reins of our government from a Washington establishment that has abused
our trust. We must empower states to fight for our beliefs, elect only leaders who are on our team,
set out to remind our fellow Americans why liberty is guaranteed in the Constitution, and take
concrete steps to take back our country. The American people have never sat idle when liberty's



trumpet sounds the call to battle -- and today that battle is for the soul of America.

washington state progressive voters guide: Official Voters' Pamphlet Oregon. Office of the
Secretary of State, 1956-05

washington state progressive voters guide: Primary Politics Elaine C. Kamarck, 2018-10-30
Explores one of the most important questions in American politics--how we narrow the list of
presidential candidates every four years. Focuses on how presidential candidates have sought to
alter the rules in their favor and how their failures and successes have led to even more
change--Provided by publisher.

washington state progressive voters guide: How the South Won the Civil War Heather
Cox Richardson, 2020-03-12 Named one of The Washington Post's 50 Notable Works of Nonfiction
While the North prevailed in the Civil War, ending slavery and giving the country a new birth of
freedom, Heather Cox Richardson argues in this provocative work that democracy's blood-soaked
victory was ephemeral. The system that had sustained the defeated South moved westward and
there established a foothold. It was a natural fit. Settlers from the East had for decades been
pushing into the West, where the seizure of Mexican lands at the end of the Mexican-American War
and treatment of Native Americans cemented racial hierarchies. The South and West equally
depended on extractive industries-cotton in the former and mining, cattle, and oil in the latter-giving
rise a new birth of white male oligarchy, despite the guarantees provided by the 13th, 14th, and
15th Amendments, and the economic opportunities afforded by expansion. To reveal why this
happened, How the South Won the Civil War traces the story of the American paradox, the
competing claims of equality and subordination woven into the nation's fabric and identity. At the
nation's founding, it was the Eastern yeoman farmer who galvanized and symbolized the American
Revolution. After the Civil War, that mantle was assumed by the Western cowboy, singlehandedly
defending his land against barbarians and savages as well as from a rapacious government. New
states entered the Union in the late nineteenth century and western and southern leaders found yet
more common ground. As resources and people streamed into the West during the New Deal and
World War II, the region's influence grew. Movement Conservatives, led by westerners Barry
Goldwater, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan, claimed to embody cowboy individualism and worked
with Dixiecrats to embrace the ideology of the Confederacy. Richardson's searing book seizes upon
the soul of the country and its ongoing struggle to provide equal opportunity to all. Debunking the
myth that the Civil War released the nation from the grip of oligarchy, expunging the sins of the
Founding, it reveals how and why the Old South not only survived in the West, but thrived.

washington state progressive voters guide: Global Trends 2040 National Intelligence
Council, 2021-03 The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic marks the most significant, singular global
disruption since World War II, with health, economic, political, and security implications that will
ripple for years to come. -Global Trends 2040 (2021) Global Trends 2040-A More Contested World
(2021), released by the US National Intelligence Council, is the latest report in its series of reports
starting in 1997 about megatrends and the world's future. This report, strongly influenced by the
COVID-19 pandemic, paints a bleak picture of the future and describes a contested, fragmented and
turbulent world. It specifically discusses the four main trends that will shape tomorrow's world: -
Demographics-by 2040, 1.4 billion people will be added mostly in Africa and South Asia. -
Economics-increased government debt and concentrated economic power will escalate problems for
the poor and middleclass. - Climate-a hotter world will increase water, food, and health insecurity. -
Technology-the emergence of new technologies could both solve and cause problems for human life.
Students of trends, policymakers, entrepreneurs, academics, journalists and anyone eager for a
glimpse into the next decades, will find this report, with colored graphs, essential reading.

washington state progressive voters guide: Pain Management and the Opioid Epidemic
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and Medicine Division, Board
on Health Sciences Policy, Committee on Pain Management and Regulatory Strategies to Address
Prescription Opioid Abuse, 2017-09-28 Drug overdose, driven largely by overdose related to the use
of opioids, is now the leading cause of unintentional injury death in the United States. The ongoing



opioid crisis lies at the intersection of two public health challenges: reducing the burden of suffering
from pain and containing the rising toll of the harms that can arise from the use of opioid
medications. Chronic pain and opioid use disorder both represent complex human conditions
affecting millions of Americans and causing untold disability and loss of function. In the context of
the growing opioid problem, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) launched an Opioids
Action Plan in early 2016. As part of this plan, the FDA asked the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine to convene a committee to update the state of the science on pain
research, care, and education and to identify actions the FDA and others can take to respond to the
opioid epidemic, with a particular focus on informing FDA's development of a formal method for
incorporating individual and societal considerations into its risk-benefit framework for opioid
approval and monitoring.

washington state progressive voters guide: Listen, Liberal Thomas Frank, 2016-03-15
From the bestselling author of What's the Matter With Kansas, a scathing look at the
standard-bearers of liberal politics -- a book that asks: what's the matter with Democrats? It is a
widespread belief among liberals that if only Democrats can continue to dominate national elections,
if only those awful Republicans are beaten into submission, the country will be on the right course.
But this is to fundamentally misunderstand the modern Democratic Party. Drawing on years of
research and first-hand reporting, Frank points out that the Democrats have done little to advance
traditional liberal goals: expanding opportunity, fighting for social justice, and ensuring that workers
get a fair deal. Indeed, they have scarcely dented the free-market consensus at all. This is not for
lack of opportunity: Democrats have occupied the White House for sixteen of the last twenty-four
years, and yet the decline of the middle class has only accelerated. Wall Street gets its bailouts,
wages keep falling, and the free-trade deals keep coming. With his trademark sardonic wit and
lacerating logic, Frank's Listen, Liberal lays bare the essence of the Democratic Party's philosophy
and how it has changed over the years. A form of corporate and cultural elitism has largely eclipsed
the party's old working-class commitment, he finds. For certain favored groups, this has meant
prosperity. But for the nation as a whole, it is a one-way ticket into the abyss of inequality. In this
critical election year, Frank recalls the Democrats to their historic goals-the only way to reverse the
ever-deepening rift between the rich and the poor in America.

washington state progressive voters guide: Rethinking American Electoral Democracy
Matthew ]. Streb, 2015-10-30 While frustration with various aspects of American democracy abound
in the United States, there is little agreement over—or even understanding of—what kinds of
changes would make the system more effective and increase political participation. Matthew J. Streb
sheds much-needed light on all the major concerns of the electoral process in the thoroughly revised
third edition of this timely book on improving American electoral democracy. This critical
examination of the rules and institutional arrangements that shape the American electoral process
analyzes the major debates that embroil scholars and reformers on subjects ranging from the
number of elections we hold and the use of nonpartisan elections, to the presidential nominating
process and campaign finance laws. Ultimately, Streb argues for a less burdensome democracy, a
democracy in which citizens can participate more easily in transparent, competitive elections. This
book is designed to get students of elections and American political institutions to think critically
about what it means to be democratic, and how democratic the United States really is. Part of the
Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation series, edited by Matthew ]. Streb.

washington state progressive voters guide: American Government 3e Glen Krutz, Sylvie
Waskiewicz, 2023-05-12 Black & white print. American Government 3e aligns with the topics and
objectives of many government courses. Faculty involved in the project have endeavored to make
government workings, issues, debates, and impacts meaningful and memorable to students while
maintaining the conceptual coverage and rigor inherent in the subject. With this objective in mind,
the content of this textbook has been developed and arranged to provide a logical progression from
the fundamental principles of institutional design at the founding, to avenues of political
participation, to thorough coverage of the political structures that constitute American government.




The book builds upon what students have already learned and emphasizes connections between
topics as well as between theory and applications. The goal of each section is to enable students not
just to recognize concepts, but to work with them in ways that will be useful in later courses, future
careers, and as engaged citizens. In order to help students understand the ways that government,
society, and individuals interconnect, the revision includes more examples and details regarding the
lived experiences of diverse groups and communities within the United States. The authors and
reviewers sought to strike a balance between confronting the negative and harmful elements of
American government, history, and current events, while demonstrating progress in overcoming
them. In doing so, the approach seeks to provide instructors with ample opportunities to open
discussions, extend and update concepts, and drive deeper engagement.

washington state progressive voters guide: Becoming a Democracy Kristin Eberhard,
2021-01-11 The United States wasn't built as a democracy. The Senate doesn't represent people.
Both sides hate gerrymandering and the courts refuse to fix it. Our right to be heard is defeated by
voter suppression and an Electoral College system that concentrates power in a handful of states
and too often reverses the popular vote. But within our flawed system, we have the tools to tackle
our most stubborn election problems by flexing state and local power (no constitutional amendments
or courts required). Kristin Eberhard, Director of Democracy at Sightline Institute, thoughtfully
researched how the U.S. election system is unjust to many by design, and walks us through 10 big
but practical ideas for making our elections free, fair, and secure. A field guide to better elections
for both sides of the aisle, Becoming a Democracy illuminates the meaningful, concrete actions that
we can take to transform our elections and make sure everyone's vote counts (and that we all get to
vote in the first place).

washington state progressive voters guide: Our Revolution Bernie Sanders, 2016-11-15
'‘Bernie Sanders has changed US politics forever' Owen Jones The Sunday Times bestseller Bernie
Sanders is one of the most influential voices in a global movement fighting injustice. He has
dominated two Democratic primary races, and changed the political conversation around the world.
But he began as an unknown underdog. So how did he get here? In this remarkable memoir, Sanders
shows how a young man from Brooklyn, via Civil Rights demonstrations and a lifetime of
independent politics, became one of the most radical voices in America. He provides a unique insight
into the campaign that galvanized a movement, and shares experiences from the campaign trail as
well as the ideas and strategies that shaped it. And, drawing on decades of experience as an activist
and public servant, he outlines his vision for continuing this revolution.

washington state progressive voters guide: Illiberal Reformers Thomas C. Leonard,
2016-01-12 The pivotal and troubling role of progressive-era economics in the shaping of modern
American liberalism In Illiberal Reformers, Thomas Leonard reexamines the economic progressives
whose ideas and reform agenda underwrote the Progressive Era dismantling of laissez-faire and the
creation of the regulatory welfare state, which, they believed, would humanize and rationalize
industrial capitalism. But not for all. Academic social scientists such as Richard T. Ely, John R.
Commons, and Edward A. Ross, together with their reform allies in social work, charity, journalism,
and law, played a pivotal role in establishing minimum-wage and maximum-hours laws, workmen's
compensation, antitrust regulation, and other hallmarks of the regulatory welfare state. But even as
they offered uplift to some, economic progressives advocated exclusion for others, and did both in
the name of progress. Leonard meticulously reconstructs the influence of Darwinism, racial science,
and eugenics on scholars and activists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, revealing
a reform community deeply ambivalent about America's poor. Illiberal Reformers shows that the
intellectual champions of the regulatory welfare state proposed using it not to help those they
portrayed as hereditary inferiors but to exclude them.

washington state progressive voters guide: Al Franken, Giant of the Senate Al Franken,
2017-05-30 From Senator Al Franken - #1 bestselling author and beloved SNL alum -- comes the
story of an award-winning comedian who decided to run for office and then discovered why
award-winning comedians tend not to do that. Flips the classic born-in-a-shack rise to political office



tale on its head. I skipped meals to read this book - also unusual - because every page was funny. It
made me deliriously happy. -- Louise Erdrich, The New York Times This is a book about an unlikely
campaign that had an even more improbable ending: the closest outcome in history and an
unprecedented eight-month recount saga, which is pretty funny in retrospect. It's a book about what
happens when the nation's foremost progressive satirist gets a chance to serve in the United States
Senate and, defying the low expectations of the pundit class, actually turns out to be good at it. It's a
book about our deeply polarized, frequently depressing, occasionally inspiring political culture,
written from inside the belly of the beast. In this candid personal memoir, the honorable gentleman
from Minnesota takes his army of loyal fans along with him from Saturday Night Live to the
campaign trail, inside the halls of Congress, and behind the scenes of some of the most dramatic
and/or hilarious moments of his new career in politics. Has Al Franken become a true Giant of the
Senate? Franken asks readers to decide for themselves.

washington state progressive voters guide: White Working Class Joan C. Williams,
2017-05-16 I recommend a book by Professor Williams, it is really worth a read, it's called White
Working Class. -- Vice President Joe Biden on Pod Save America An Amazon Best Business and
Leadership book of 2017 Around the world, populist movements are gaining traction among the
white working class. Meanwhile, members of the professional elite—journalists, managers, and
establishment politicians--are on the outside looking in, left to argue over the reasons. In White
Working Class, Joan C. Williams, described as having something approaching rock star status by the
New York Times, explains why so much of the elite's analysis of the white working class is
misguided, rooted in class cluelessness. Williams explains that many people have conflated working
class with poor--but the working class is, in fact, the elusive, purportedly disappearing middle class.
They often resent the poor and the professionals alike. But they don't resent the truly rich, nor are
they particularly bothered by income inequality. Their dream is not to join the upper middle class,
with its different culture, but to stay true to their own values in their own communities--just with
more money. While white working-class motivations are often dismissed as racist or xenophobic,
Williams shows that they have their own class consciousness. White Working Class is a blunt,
bracing narrative that sketches a nuanced portrait of millions of people who have proven to be a
potent political force. For anyone stunned by the rise of populist, nationalist movements, wondering
why so many would seemingly vote against their own economic interests, or simply feeling like a
stranger in their own country, White Working Class will be a convincing primer on how to connect
with a crucial set of workers--and voters.

washington state progressive voters guide: Running Against the Devil Rick Wilson,
2020-01-14 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A savvy guidebook for beating Trump’s tricks, traps,
and tweets from a founder of The Lincoln Project, now updated with new material on the historic
battle between Trump and Joe Biden—and how the pandemic has changed the race “If you believe
America’s future depends on Donald Trump’s political machine being crushed at the polls next year,
then Rick Wilson’s Running Against the Devil is a must-read.”—Joe Scarborough, MSNBC Donald
Trump is exactly the disaster we feared for America. Hated by a majority of Americans, Trump’s
administration is corrupt, inept, and rocked by daily scandals. In the handling of 2020’s coronavirus
pandemic, its incompetence has been deadly. Trump can’t win in 2020, right? Wrong. As 2016
proved, Trump can’t win, but Joe Biden can sure as hell lose. Only one thing can save Trump, and
that’s a Democratic campaign that runs the race Trump wants Democrats to run instead of the
campaign they must run to win in 2020. Wilson combines decades of national political experience
and insight in his take-noprisoners analysis, hammering Trump’s destructive and dangerous first
term in a case-by-case takedown of the worst president in history and describing the terrifying
prospect of four more years of Trump. Like no one else can, Wilson blows the lid off Trump’s 2020
political war machine, showing the exact strategies and tactics Republicans will use against Biden,
and how the Democrats can avoid the catastrophes waiting for them if they fall into Trump’s traps.
Running Against the Devil is sharply funny, brutally honest, and infused with Wilson’s biting
commentary. It’s a vital indictment of Trump, a no-nonsense, no-holds-barred road map to saving



America, and the guide to making Donald Trump a one-term president. The stakes are too high to do
anything less.

washington state progressive voters guide: Politics Is for Power Eitan Hersh, 2020-01-14 A
brilliant condemnation of political hobbyism—treating politics like entertainment—and a call to arms
for well-meaning, well-informed citizens who consume political news, but do not take political action.
Who is to blame for our broken politics? The uncomfortable answer to this question starts with
ordinary citizens with good intentions. We vote (sometimes) and occasionally sign a petition or
attend a rally. But we mainly “engage” by consuming politics as if it’s a sport or a hobby. We soak in
daily political gossip and eat up statistics about who’s up and who’s down. We tweet and post and
share. We crave outrage. The hours we spend on politics are used mainly as pastime. Instead, we
should be spending the same number of hours building political organizations, implementing a
long-term vision for our city or town, and getting to know our neighbors, whose votes will be needed
for solving hard problems. We could be accumulating power so that when there are opportunities to
make a difference—to lobby, to advocate, to mobilize—we will be ready. But most of us who are
spending time on politics today are focused inward, choosing roles and activities designed for our
short-term pleasure. We are repelled by the slow-and-steady activities that characterize service to
the common good. In Politics Is for Power, pioneering and brilliant data analyst Eitan Hersh shows
us a way toward more effective political participation. Aided by political theory, history, cutting-edge
social science, as well as remarkable stories of ordinary citizens who got off their couches and took
political power seriously, this book shows us how to channel our energy away from political
hobbyism and toward empowering our values.

washington state progressive voters guide: Achieving Our Country Richard Rorty, 1999 One
of America's foremost philosophers challenges the lost generation of the American Left to
understand the role it might play in the great tradition of democratic intellectual labor that started
with writers such as Walt Whitman and John Dewey.

washington state progressive voters guide: Mental Health, Inc. Art Levine, 2017-08-15 The
mental health system in America is hardly the front-burner issue it should be, despite lip service
about reform after each new tragic mass killing. Yet every American should care deeply about fixing
a system a presidential commission reported was in “shambles.” By some measures, 20 percent of
Americans have some sort of mental health condition, including the most vulnerable among
us—veterans, children, the elderly, prisoners, the homeless.With Mental Health, Inc., award-winning
investigative journalist Art Levine delivers a Shock Doctrine-style exposé of the failures of our out of
control, profit-driven mental health system, with a special emphasis on dangerous residential
treatment facilities and the failures of the pharmaceutical industry, including the overdrugging of
children with antipsychotics and the disastrous maltreatment of veterans with PTSD by the
scandal-wracked VA.Levine provides compelling narrative portraits of victims who needlessly died
and some mentally ill people who won unexpected victories in their lives by getting smart,
personalized help from “pyschosocial” programs that incorporate safe and appropriate prescribing,
along with therapy and social support. He contrasts their stories with corrupt Big Pharma executives
and researchers who created fraudulent marketing schemes. Levine also tells the dramatic David vs.
Goliath stories of a few brave reformers, including Harvard-trained psychiatrist and researcher Dr.
Stefan Kruszewski, who has acted as a whistleblower in several major cases, leading to important
federal and state settlements; in addition, the book spotlights pioneering clinicians challenging
outmoded, drug-and-sedate practices that leave 90 percent of people with serious mental illness too
disabled to work.By taking a comprehensive look at mental health abuses and dangerous, ineffective
practices as well as pointing toward solutions for creating a system for effective, proven and
compassionate care, Art Levine’s essential Mental Health, Inc. is a call to action for politicians and
citizens alike—needed now more than ever.

washington state progressive voters guide: The Last Hurrah? David B. Magleby, J. Quin
Monson, 2004-04-08 The 2002 midterm elections were noteworthy U.S. congressional campaigns for
many reasons. They marked the last national contests before implementation of the Bipartisan



Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) and thus were expected by many to be the last hurrah for soft money.
These midterm campaigns provided a window on the activity of parties, interest groups, and political
consultants on the eve of BCRA, as they prepared to enter a new era of American elections. The
results of Campaign 2002 were remarkable. As the party in power, the Republicans defied history by
gaining seats in both houses of Congress, giving them a majority in the Senate. To some degree this
resulted from the GOP's new emphasis on ground war voter mobilization. Another key was the
unusually aggressive support of the sitting president, who leveraged his popularity to advance his
party's candidates for Congress. Th e Last Hurrah? analyzes the role of soft money and issue
advocacy in the 2002 battle for Congress. Having been granted access to a number of campaign
operations across a broad array of groups, David Magleby, Quin Monson, and their colleagues
monitored and documented a number of competitive races, including the key South Dakota and
Missouri Senate contests. Each case study breaks down the campaign communication in a particular
race, including devices such as advertising, get-out-the-vote drives, soft money expenditures, and
the increasingly influential role of the national parties on local races. They also discuss the overall
trends of the midterm election of 2002, paying particular attention to the impact of President Bush
and his political operation in candidate recruitment, fundraising, and campaign visits. Magleby and
Monson consider an important question typically overlooked. How do voters caught in the middle of
a hotly contested race deal with—and react to—a barrage of television and radio ads, direct mail,
unsolicited phone calls, and other campaign communications? T

washington state progressive voters guide: Political Awakenings Harry Kreisler, 2011-03
As a kid, Noam Chomsky handed out the Daily Mirror at his uncle's newsstand on 72nd Street,
inadvertently finding himself in a buzzing intellectual and political hub for European immigrants in
New York. Iranian human rights Nobelist Shirin Ebadi and her husband signed their own legal
contract, attempting to restore equality to their marriage after the Iranian Revolution effectively
erased the legal rights of women. Elizabeth Warren set out to expose those frauds declaring
bankruptcy and taking advantage of the system-only to discover, in her research, a very different
story of hard-working middle-class families facing economic collapse in the absence of a social safety
net. While studying at Oxford, a young Tariq Ali made a bet with a friend that he could work the
Vietnam War into every single answer on his final exams. In this rousing, thoughtful, often funny,
and always inspiring volume, a diverse and impressive group of thinkers reflect on those formative
experiences that shaped their own political commitments. A fascinating new window into the
revealing links between the personal and the political, Political Awakenings will engage readers
across generations.

washington state progressive voters guide: LGBTQ Politics Marla Brettschneider, Susan
Burgess, Christine Keating, 2017-09-19 From Harvey Milk to Barney Frank, and from ACT UP to
Proposition 8, in the past few decades, no political change has been more significant than the civil
rights advancements of LGBTQ citizens. LGBTQ Politics is the first authoritative reader to approach
the complexity of queer politics from a political science persective, bringing together original
contributions from leadings scholars in the field on key issues in LGBTQ politics. These original
essays cover a wide range of essential topics, including marriage equality, transgender
discrimination, gay and lesbian political candidates, LGBTQ human rights advocacy, HIV prevention,
and LGBTQ movements of the Global South. The volume also includes a number of critical essays
that reflect upon the state of political science as a discipline that has struggled to address queer
politics. Contributors draw from a variety of subfields in political science, including comparative
politics, political theory, American politics, public law, and international relations. Essays that focus
on mainstream institutional politics appear alongside contributions grounded in grassroots
movements and critical theory. While some essays express concerns that the democratic basis of the
LGBTQ movement has been undermined, others celebrate the movement's successes and offer
visions for the future. A comprehensive, thought-provoking, and authoritative collection, LGBTQ
Politics: A Critical Reader is required reading for anyone looking to learn about the politics of
sexuality--Back cover.




washington state progressive voters guide: Say It Louder! Tiffany Cross, 2020-07-06 A
breakout media and political analyst delivers a sweeping snapshot of American Democracy and the
role that African Americans have played in its shaping while offering concrete information to help
harness the electoral power of the country’s rising majority and exposing political forces aligned to
subvert and suppress Black voters. Black voters were critical to the Democrats’ 2018 blue wave. In
fact, 90 percent of Black voters supported Democratic House candidates, compared to just 53
percent of all voters. Despite media narratives, this was not a fluke. Throughout U.S. history, Black
people have played a crucial role in the shaping of the American experiment. Yet still, this powerful
voting bloc is often dismissed as some “amorphous” deviation, argues Tiffany Cross. Say It Louder!
is her explosive examination of how America’s composition was designed to exclude Black voters,
but paradoxically would likely cease to exist without them. With multiple tentacles stretching into
the cable news echo chamber, campaign leadership, and Black voter data, Cross creates a wrinkle in
time with a reflective look at the timeless efforts endlessly attempting to deny people of color the
right to vote—a basic tenet of American democracy. And yet as the demographics of the country are
changing, so too is the electoral power construct—by evolution and by force, Cross declares.
Grounded in the most-up-to-date research, Say It Louder! is a vital tool for a wide swath of
constituencies.
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