
What Are Dumbs

What Are Dumbs? Understanding the Term and Its
Nuances

Are you puzzled by the term "dumbs"? Have you encountered it online and wondered about its
meaning and context? This comprehensive guide dives deep into the various interpretations of
"dumbs," exploring its historical usage, modern slang connotations, and the crucial importance of
considering context when encountering this word. We'll unravel the complexities surrounding this
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seemingly simple term, ensuring you understand its multifaceted nature.

The Historical Context of "Dumb"

The word "dumb," in its original sense, simply meant unable to speak. It stemmed from Old English
and was primarily used to describe individuals with speech impairments. Historically, "dumb" was a
clinical descriptor, devoid of the negative connotations often associated with it today. However, this
original, clinical meaning is largely obsolete in modern usage. While you might encounter it in older
texts or historical contexts, its application today requires careful consideration.

Dumb as a Modern Slang Term: Negative Connotations

In modern slang, "dumb" carries a significantly different weight. It's frequently employed as an
informal adjective implying stupidity or lack of intelligence. This usage is generally considered rude
and insensitive, particularly when directed towards individuals. The casual use of "dumb" to describe
someone's actions or intelligence is often perceived as disrespectful and lacking in empathy.

#### Examples of Negative Usage:

"That was a dumb move." (implying a foolish action)
"Don't be dumb!" (an impatient rebuke)
"He's so dumb." (a derogatory comment about someone's intelligence)

Dumb: Context is Key

The crucial takeaway is the paramount importance of context when encountering the term "dumb."
Its meaning can shift dramatically depending on the situation, tone, and relationship between
speakers. What might be acceptable among close friends could be deeply offensive in a formal
setting or professional environment. Therefore, exercising caution and mindful language is crucial.

Alternatives to "Dumb": More Respectful Language

Instead of using "dumb," consider more respectful and nuanced alternatives that convey your
intended meaning without causing offense. For example:

Instead of "That was a dumb idea," try: "That idea might not be the most effective," or "Perhaps we
could explore other options."



Instead of "He's so dumb," try: "He may not have grasped the concept fully," or "His understanding
seems limited in this area."
Instead of "Don't be dumb," try: "Let's think this through carefully," or "Perhaps we should
reconsider our approach."

By employing more considerate phrasing, you avoid potential misunderstandings and foster more
positive communication.

Dumb as a Noun: An Uncommon Usage

While less common, "dumbs" can occasionally appear as a noun, often within specific contexts. For
example, it might be used informally to refer to a group of people perceived as unintelligent, though
this usage is highly informal and generally discouraged due to its derogatory implications.

The Evolution of Language and its Impact on "Dumb"

The evolution of language is a constant process. Words change their meanings and connotations
over time. "Dumb," initially a neutral descriptor, has evolved into a word with strong negative
connotations in modern informal usage. Understanding this evolution is essential to appropriately
interpreting its use and avoiding unintentional offense.

Conclusion: Choosing Words Carefully

Ultimately, the use of "dumb" requires careful consideration. While its historical meaning differs
vastly from its modern interpretation, it's crucial to prioritize respectful and considerate
communication. Choosing alternative phrasing that avoids potentially offensive language will
enhance understanding and promote positive interactions. Understanding the context and the
evolving nature of language allows for more effective and respectful communication.

FAQs

1. Is "dumb" ever acceptable to use? While technically grammatically correct in some historical
contexts, its modern use is generally considered rude and should be avoided in most situations.
Choosing alternative phrasing is always recommended.



2. What are some good synonyms for "dumb" that avoid negative connotations? Consider words like
"unwise," "inefficient," "naive," "uninformed," or "unskilled," depending on the specific context.

3. Is it acceptable to use "dumb" amongst close friends? Even amongst close friends, it's often best
to avoid potentially offensive language. More descriptive and less judgmental language generally
leads to better communication.

4. How can I avoid using offensive language in my writing or speaking? Consciously choosing your
words, considering the context, and being mindful of the potential impact of your language are key
steps. Proofreading and seeking feedback can also help.

5. What's the difference between "dumb" and "stupid"? While often used interchangeably, "stupid" is
generally considered a more harsh and offensive term than "dumb." Both should be avoided in favor
of more considerate language.

  what are dumbs: Greyland David Sloma, 2013-10-13 Leon Verdat thought he knew all there
was to know about building underground tunnels and structures. His civilian contracting business
was doing very well and his family was thriving. Then, he got a visit from a mysterious Man in Black
and all that changed. He was introduced to the world of black budgets and secret military
underground bases; the work of the shadow government and the ultra-rich. Now, his life will never
be the same again, if he survives... There are a lot more things than he bargained for deep
underground, and some of them have been here for a very long time. A sci-fi thriller from David
Sloma This is Book 1 in a continuing story. -Book 2 Oceandeep is now available as an ebook and
paperback: http: //www.amazon.com/dp/B00HLWCK3A -Book 3 Rescueplan is now available as an
ebook and paperback: http: //www.amazon.com/dp/B00MQ99D2O -Book 4 Moonbase is now
available as an ebook and paperback: http: //www.amazon.com/dp/B00MTHYR8I D.U.M.B.s (Deep
Underground Military Bases) Ebook Boxed Set - All 4 novels: http:
//www.amazon.com/dp/B00R1A1V4G -- The inspiration behind this book series? Many late nights
listening to Coast to Coast AM, since the early days of Art Bell, where he'd have many guests on that
talked about aliens and underground secret bases (mostly in the southwest USA desert, like Area 51,
but also bases all over the world), like Whitley Strieber, Richard Dolan, Roger Lear, Richard Sauder,
and more. Guests spoke about real life bases; some about fictional stories and some spoke about
both. These books take a sampling of the facts that have been made public about D.U.M.B.s and
adds some imaginative speculation to create a brand new, wild fictional ride! Published by Web of
Life Solutions www.weboflifesolutions.com
  what are dumbs: The Dumb Book Editors of Readers Digest, 2014-03-18 The old adage truth
is stranger than fiction can also be construed as truth is funnier than fiction and we see no shortage
of real people doing and saying dumb things and making us laugh in the process. The Editors of
Reader’s Digest present a hilarious collection of dumb people doing dumb things. Every day in
America we are bombarded by stupidity; sometimes we just shake our heads, but most of the time
we get a good laugh out of the really dumb things people do and say. In our first collection of dumb
stories we poke a little fun at the unbelievably dumb things that happen in our lives and have a good
chuckle along the way. “You’re a dumb criminal if…You’re not picky about your office locations.
Christopher Exley of Everett, Washington, was arrested for conducting a drug deal over the
phone—in the bathroom of the Everett Police Department.” “During my brother-in-law’s first
performance review, his boss said, “I’m not quite sure what it is you do here. But whatever it is,
could you do it faster?” --Jeanie Waara, Philip, SD “In an attempt to balance work and motherhood, I
delegated the grocery shopping to my young babysitter. But the job proved a tad daunting. One day
while I was at work, she texted me from the supermarket. “Can’t find Brillo pads,” she wrote. “All
they have are Tampax and Kotex.” --Kimberly Clark, Alpharetta, GA “I overheard an elderly



gentleman tell his friend that he couldn’t meet him the next day because he had to go to the hospital
for an autopsy. His friend was sympathetic: “I had one of those last year. Luckily it wasn’t serious.”
--Tracy Moralee, Hitchin, Great Britain
  what are dumbs: Alien Underground Bases - Blue Planet Project #8 Gil Carlson, 2015-12-02
The Complete Guide to Extraterrestrial Bases on EarthHundreds of strange andmysterious locations
that have revealed amazing, bizarre technology.While there are numerous Deep Underground
Military Bases (DUMBS), and even several joint military/alien bases such as Dulce this new book:
Alien Underground Bases, covers the secret alien locations which government and military leaders
around the world pretend don't exist.While some of these locations may have been home to aliens
thousands of years ago and are most likely abandon today (has anyone gone down there to
double-check?), many others could very well still be active! What could be going on there?How about
strange and mysterious scientific and military preparations? Genetic experiments involving humans,
animals and plant life?While many may scoff at the idea of secret alien bases, consider that the U.S.
Government takes the release of this information very seriously. Would they be so paranoid about
this if there wasn't anything to it?
  what are dumbs: Underground Bases and Tunnels Richard Sauder, 1995 Go behind the
scenes into little-known corners of the public record and discover how corporate America has
worked hand-in-glove with the Pentagon for decades -- dreaming about, planning, and actually
constructing secret underground bases. And newly-uncovered information indicates that the
strangeness continues with bizarre, high-tech gadgets like portable, hand-held surgical lasers and
injectable electronic IDs as small as a grain of rice!
  what are dumbs: Fat, Dumb, and Ugly Peter Strupp, 2010-06-15 The world's lone
superpower...supreme guardian of democracy...and home of the blithely uninformed and
epidemically obese. Welcome to America -- pull up a chair, click on the tube, and grab a donut.
Concerned Citizen Peter Strupp is shocked and bothered by what he sees. It seems we're not as thin,
smart, and good-looking as we like to think. Packed with real facts and statistics, Fat, Dumb, and
Ugly takes readers on an eye-opening, laugh-out-loud, and at times horrifying tour of the numbers
that shape our country: • Percentage of adults in the United States who are overweight: 64.5 •
Percentage of Americans who believe they have actually spoken with Satan: 5 • Percentage of voters
for whom Saturday Night Live and MTV are primary sources of information about presidential
candidates: 16 • Average number of pink lawn flamingos sold annually in America: 250,000 A
wickedly hilarious and addictive cultural snapshot of our nation of conspicuous consumers, fast-food
fanatics, and dumbed-down dolts, Fat, Dumb, and Ugly casts a revealing spotlight on John Q. Public,
the average American -- and it's not always pretty.
  what are dumbs: The Case of the Dumb Bells Crosby Bonsall, 1982-04-27 Doorbells are
mysteriously ringing all over the neighborhood. The four private eyes are in for some surprises -- like
burning cakes, overflowing bathtubs and a phone that doesn't ring -- on the invisible ringer's trail.
But the culprit turns out to be the biggest surprise of all!
  what are dumbs: The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America Matt Kracht,
2019-04-02 National bestselling book: Featured on Midwest, Mountain Plains, New Atlantic,
Northern, Pacific Northwest and Southern Regional Indie Bestseller Lists Perfect book for the birder
and anti-birder alike A humorous look at 50 common North American dumb birds: For those who
have a disdain for birds or bird lovers with a sense of humor, this snarky, illustrated handbook is
equal parts profane, funny, and—let's face it—true. Featuring common North American birds, such
as the White-Breasted Butt Nugget and the Goddamned Canada Goose (or White-Breasted Nuthatch
and Canada Goose for the layperson), Matt Kracht identifies all the idiots in your backyard and
details exactly why they suck with humorous, yet angry, ink drawings. With The Field Guide to Dumb
Birds of North America, you won't need to wonder what all that racket is anymore! • Each entry is
accompanied by facts about a bird's (annoying) call, its (dumb) migratory pattern, its (downright
tacky) markings, and more. • The essential guide to all things wings with migratory maps, tips for
birding, musings on the avian population, and the ethics of birdwatching. • Matt Kracht is an



amateur birder, writer, and illustrator who enjoys creating books that celebrate the humor inherent
in life's absurdities. Based in Seattle, he enjoys gazing out the window at the beautiful waters of
Puget Sound and making fun of birds. There are loads of books out there for bird lovers, but until
now, nothing for those that love to hate birds. The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America fills
the void, packed with snarky illustrations that chastise the flying animals in a funny, profane way. –
Uncrate A humorous animal book with 50 common North American birds for people who love birds
and also those who love to hate birds • A perfect coffee table or bar top conversation-starting book •
Makes a great Mother's Day, Father's Day, birthday, or retirement gift
  what are dumbs: The Fun and Easy Way to Achieve Total Stupidity Thomas Dolt, F. Coffey, Ian
Dullard, 1999 A mind-numbing salute to the greatest cultural legacy of the late 20th century, this
guide serves up a smorgasbord of today's leading morons and mouthbreathers: Jerry Springer,
Kathie Lee Gifford, Spice Girls, Mike Tyson, and Dan Quayle. Illustrations.
  what are dumbs: The Dumbest Generation Mark Bauerlein, 2008-05-15 This shocking,
surprisingly entertaining romp into the intellectual nether regions of today's underthirty set reveals
the disturbing and, ultimately, incontrovertible truth: cyberculture is turning us into a society of
know-nothings. The Dumbest Generation is a dire report on the intellectual life of young adults and a
timely warning of its impact on American democracy and culture. For decades, concern has been
brewing about the dumbed-down popular culture available to young people and the impact it has on
their futures. But at the dawn of the digital age, many thought they saw an answer: the internet,
email, blogs, and interactive and hyper-realistic video games promised to yield a generation of
sharper, more aware, and intellectually sophisticated children. The terms “information
superhighway” and “knowledge economy” entered the lexicon, and we assumed that teens would use
their knowledge and understanding of technology to set themselves apart as the vanguards of this
new digital era. That was the promise. But the enlightenment didn’t happen. The technology that
was supposed to make young adults more aware, diversify their tastes, and improve their verbal
skills has had the opposite effect. According to recent reports from the National Endowment for the
Arts, most young people in the United States do not read literature, visit museums, or vote. They
cannot explain basic scientific methods, recount basic American history, name their local political
representatives, or locate Iraq or Israel on a map. The Dumbest Generation: How the Digital Age
Stupefies Young Americans and Jeopardizes Our Future is a startling examination of the intellectual
life of young adults and a timely warning of its impact on American culture and democracy. Over the
last few decades, how we view adolescence itself has changed, growing from a pitstop on the road to
adulthood to its own space in society, wholly separate from adult life. This change in adolescent
culture has gone hand in hand with an insidious infantilization of our culture at large; as adolescents
continue to disengage from the adult world, they have built their own, acquiring more spending
money, steering classrooms and culture towards their own needs and interests, and now using the
technology once promoted as the greatest hope for their futures to indulge in diversions, from
MySpace to multiplayer video games, 24/7. Can a nation continue to enjoy political and economic
predominance if its citizens refuse to grow up? Drawing upon exhaustive research, personal
anecdotes, and historical and social analysis, The Dumbest Generation presents a portrait of the
young American mind at this critical juncture, and lays out a compelling vision of how we might
address its deficiencies. The Dumbest Generation pulls no punches as it reveals the true cost of the
digital age—and our last chance to fix it.
  what are dumbs: Death by Misadventure: 210 Dumb Ways to Die Dale Dreher, 1999 Death
by Misadventure is a collection of true and unusual accidental deaths by the Story Consultant to the
hit show, 1000 Ways to Die. You will find the real details behind some of your favourite televised
pieces plus many more items that did not make it to air. There are no urban legends here, only
documented dumb deaths. Published sources and a select bibliography are included. Cover photo:
Jessica O'Neil @ Vancouver Police Museum
  what are dumbs: Bunker Bradley Garrett, 2021-08-03 Since prehistory, bunkers have been
built as protection from cataclysmic social and environmental forces, and as places of power and



transformation. Today, the bunker has become the extreme expression of our greatest fears- from
pandemics to climate change and nuclear war. And once you look, it doesn't take long to start seeing
bunkers everywhere. In Bunker, acclaimed urban explorer and cultural geographer Bradley Garrett
explores the global and rapidly growing movement of 'prepping' for social and environmental
collapse, or 'Doomsday'. From the 'dread merchants' hustling safe spaces in the American mid-West
to eco-fortresses in Thailand, from geoscrapers to armoured mobile bunkers, Bunker is a brilliant,
original and never less than deeply disturbing story from the frontlines of the way we live now, an
illuminating reflection on our age of disquiet and dread that brings it into new, sharp focus. The
bunker, Garrett shows, is all around us, in malls, airports, gated communities, the vehicles we drive.
Most of all, he shows, it's in our minds.
  what are dumbs: The Evolution of Jane Cathleen Schine, 2011 In four previous novels, Cathleen
Schine has enchanted readers with her special brand of brainy wit and wry affection for her
endearingly flawed characters. Now the best-selling author of The Love Letter takes a hilarious trip
to the Galapagos Islands with a comedy of natural selection. Jane Barlow Schwartz is obsessed with
one question: why did her best friend Martha stop being her best friend? The two girls, distant
cousins, had shared idyllic childhood summers in the New England seaside town of Barlow, named
for their family's founding fathers. Martha was not just Jane's friend but her idol, her soul mate, her
confidante. Then, somewhere along the line, the friendship ended. What went wrong? Was it the
family feud, which their parents spoke of only in hushed tones? What did Jane's dotty great-aunt
reveal to Martha on her deathbed? Did Jane do something unforgivable? When the cousins are
reunited unexpectedly on a tour of the Galapagos, they meet Darwin head on. In the pristine Pacific
waters, amid blue-footed boobies and red-lipped batfish, Jane traces back through her
Yankee-Cuban-Jewish ancestry to try to pinpoint the splitting event, the moment when Martha was
no longer the Martha she knew. In the process, she ponders the origin of species and the origin of
friendship, the instincts of exotic wildlife and of her eccentric shipmates, the evolution of nature and
of her life. The result is an antic mating of family saga and natural history. Bearing Schine's astute
ability to sum up modern relationships (People), as well as her wonderfully inventive comic voice
(New York Times Book Review), The Evolution of Jane sparkles with keen observations on the
species known as humans. Above all, it is a warm-hearted tribute to that unique adaptation of
girlhood, the selection of a very best friend.
  what are dumbs: The Lifters Dave Eggers, 2018-04-24 From the Newbery Award-winning
author of The Eyes and the Impossible come the story of a mysterious underground world where
nothing is as it seems. What if the ground beneath your feet was not made of solid earth and stone
but had been hollowed into hundreds of tunnels and passageways? What if there were mysterious
forces in these tunnels? What would it feel like to know the fate of an entire town rested on your
shoulders? Twelve-year-old Gran Flowerpetal is about to find out. When Gran's friend, the
difficult-to-impress Catalina Catalan, presses a silver handle into a hillside and opens a doorway
underground, Gran knows that she is extraordinary and brave. He will have no choice but to follow
her and help save the town (and the known world). With luck on their side, and some discarded
hockey sticks for good measure, they might just emerge as heroes.
  what are dumbs: Underwater & Underground Bases Richard Sauder Ph.D., 2014-01-22 Dr.
Richard Sauder’s second book Underwater and Underground Bases is an explosive, eye-opening
sequel to his best-selling, Underground Bases and Tunnels: What is the Government Trying to Hide?
Dr. Sauder lays out the amazing evidence and government paper trail for the construction of huge,
manned bases offshore, in mid-ocean, and deep beneath the sea floor! Bases big enough to secretly
dock submarines! Official United States Navy documents, and other hard evidence, raise many
questions about what really lies 20,000 leagues beneath the sea. Many UFOs have been seen coming
and going from the world’s oceans, seas and lakes, implying the existence of secret underwater
bases. Hold on to your hats: Jules Verne may not have been so far from the truth, after all! Dr.
Sauder also adds to his incredible database of underground bases onshore. New, breakthrough
material reveals the existence of additional clandestine underground facilities as well as the



surprising location of one of the CIA’s own underground bases. Plus, new information on tunneling
and cutting-edge, high speed rail magnetic-levitation (MagLev) technology. There are many rumors
of secret, underground tunnels with MagLev trains hurtling through them. Is there truth behind the
rumors? Underwater and Underground Bases carefully examines the evidence and comes to a
thought provoking conclusion!
  what are dumbs: The Invisible Front Yochi Dreazen, 2015-10-06 The unforgettable story of a
military family that lost two sons—one to suicide and one in combat—and channeled their grief into
fighting the armed forces’ suicide epidemic. Major General Mark Graham was a decorated two-star
officer whose integrity and patriotism inspired his sons, Jeff and Kevin, to pursue military careers of
their own. His wife Carol was a teacher who held the family together while Mark's career took them
to bases around the world. When Kevin and Jeff die within nine months of each other—Kevin
commits suicide and Jeff is killed by a roadside bomb in Iraq—Mark and Carol are astonished by the
drastically different responses their sons’ deaths receive from the Army. While Jeff is lauded as a
hero, Kevin’s death is met with silence, evidence of the terrible stigma that surrounds suicide and
mental illness in the military. Convinced that their sons died fighting different battles, Mark and
Carol commit themselves to transforming the institution that is the cornerstone of their lives. The
Invisible Front is the story of how one family tries to set aside their grief and find purpose in almost
unimaginable loss. The Grahams work to change how the Army treats those with PTSD and to erase
the stigma that prevents suicidal troops from getting the help they need before making the darkest
of choices. Their fight offers a window into the military’s institutional shortcomings and its
resistance to change – failures that have allowed more than 3,000 troops to take their own lives
since 2001. Yochi Dreazen, an award-winning journalist who has covered the military since 2003,
has been granted remarkable access to the Graham family and tells their story in the full context of
two of America’s longest wars. Dreazen places Mark and Carol’s personal journey, which begins
when they fall in love in college and continues through the end of Mark's thirty-four year career in
the Army, against the backdrop of the military’s ongoing suicide spike, which shows no signs of
slowing. With great sympathy and profound insight, The Invisible Front details America's
problematic treatment of the troops who return from war far different than when they'd left and
uses the Graham family’s work as a new way of understanding the human cost of war and its
lingering effects off the battlefield.
  what are dumbs: The Perfect Meal Charles Spence, Betina Piqueras-Fiszman, 2014-09-22 The
authors of The Perfect Meal examine all of the elements that contribute to the diners experience of a
meal (primarily at a restaurant) and investigate how each of the diners senses contributes to their
overall multisensory experience. The principal focus of the book is not on flavor perception, but on
all of the non-food and beverage factors that have been shown to influence the diners overall
experience. Examples are: the colour of the plate (visual) the shape of the glass (visual/tactile) the
names used to describe the dishes (cognitive) the background music playing inside the restaurant
(aural) Novel approaches to understanding the diners experience in the restaurant setting are
explored from the perspectives of decision neuroscience, marketing, design, and psychology. 2015
Popular Science Prose Award Winner.
  what are dumbs: The Marbled Swarm Dennis Cooper, 2011-11-01 From literary cult hero
Dennis Cooper comes his most haunting work to date. “An American master…. Cooper is the most
important transgressive literary artist since Burroughs.” --Salon In secret passageways, hidden
rooms, and the troubled mind of our narrator, a mystery perpetually takes shape—and the most
compelling clue to its final nature is “the marbled swarm” itself, a complex amalgam of language
passed down from father to son. Cooper ensnares the reader in a world of appearances, where the
trappings of high art, old money, and haute cuisine obscure an unspeakable system of coercion and
surrender. And as the narrator stalks an elusive truth, traveling from the French countryside to Paris
and back again, the reader will be seduced by a voice only Dennis Cooper could create.
  what are dumbs: Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen Dylan Horrocks, 2015-01-18 Acclaimed
cartoonist Dylan Horrocks returns with a long-awaited new graphic novel, the first since his



perennial classic, 1998’s Hicksville. Cartoonist Sam Zabel hasn’t drawn a comic in years. Stuck in a
nightmare of creative block and despair, Sam spends his days writing superhero stories for a large
American comics publisher and staring at a blank piece of paper, unable to draw a single line. Then
one day he finds a mysterious old comic book set on Mars and is suddenly thrown headlong into a
wild, fantastic journey through centuries of comics, stories, and imaginary worlds. Accompanied by a
young webcomic creator named Alice and an enigmatic schoolgirl with rocket boots and a bag full of
comics, Sam goes in search of the Magic Pen, encountering sex-crazed aliens, medieval monks,
pirates, pixies and ― of course ― cartoonists. Funny, erotic, and thoughtful, Sam Zabel and the
Magic Pen explores the pleasures, dangers, and moral consequences of fantasy.
  what are dumbs: When Brains Dream: Understanding the Science and Mystery of Our
Dreaming Minds Antonio Zadra, Robert Stickgold, 2021-01-12 A truly comprehensive, scientifically
rigorous and utterly fascinating account of when, how, and why we dream. Put simply, When Brains
Dream is the essential guide to dreaming. —Matthew Walker, author of Why We Sleep Questions on
the origins and meaning of dreams are as old as humankind, and as confounding and exciting today
as when nineteenth-century scientists first attempted to unravel them. Why do we dream? Do
dreams hold psychological meaning or are they merely the reflection of random brain activity? What
purpose do dreams serve? When Brains Dream addresses these core questions about dreams while
illuminating the most up-to-date science in the field. Written by two world-renowned sleep and
dream researchers, it debunks common myths that we only dream in REM sleep, for example—while
acknowledging the mysteries that persist around both the science and experience of dreaming.
Antonio Zadra and Robert Stickgold bring together state-of-the-art neuroscientific ideas and findings
to propose a new and innovative model of dream function called NEXTUP—Network Exploration to
Understand Possibilities. By detailing this model’s workings, they help readers understand key
features of several types of dreams, from prophetic dreams to nightmares and lucid dreams. When
Brains Dream reveals recent discoveries about the sleeping brain and the many ways in which
dreams are psychologically, and neurologically, meaningful experiences; explores a host of
dream-related disorders; and explains how dreams can facilitate creativity and be a source of
personal insight. Making an eloquent and engaging case for why the human brain needs to dream,
When Brains Dream offers compelling answers to age-old questions about the mysteries of sleep.
  what are dumbs: Rap Dad Juan Vidal, 2020-03-17 This timely reflection on male identity in
America that explores the intersection of fatherhood, race, and hip-hop culture “is a
page-turner…drenched in history and encompasses the energy, fire, and passion that is hip-hop” (D.
Watkins, New York Times bestselling author). Just as his music career was taking off, Juan Vidal
received life-changing news: he’d soon be a father. Throughout his life, neglectful men were the
norm—his own dad struggled with drug addiction and infidelity—a cycle that, inevitably, wrought
Vidal with insecurity. At age twenty-six, with barely a grip on life, what lessons could he possibly
offer a kid? Determined to alter the course for his child, Vidal did what he’d always done when
confronted with life’s challenges—he turned to the counterculture. In Rap Dad, the
musician-turned-journalist takes a thoughtful and inventive approach to exploring identity and
examining how today’s society views fatherhood. To root out the source of his fears around
parenting, Vidal revisits the flash points of his juvenescence, a feat that transports him, a
first-generation American born to Colombian parents, back to the drug-fueled streets of 1980s–90s
Miami. It’s during those pivotal years that he’s drawn to skateboarding, graffiti, and the music of
rebellion: hip-hop. As he looks to the past for answers, he infuses his personal story with rap lyrics
and interviews with some of pop culture’s most compelling voices—plenty of whom have proven to
be some of society’s best, albeit nontraditional, dads. Along the way, Vidal confronts the unfair
stereotypes that taint urban men—especially Black and Latino men. “A heartfelt examination of the
damage that wayward fathers can leave in their wake” (The Washington Post), Rap Dad is “rich with
symbolism…a poetic chronicle of beats, rhymes, and life” (NPR).
  what are dumbs: To Siri with Love Judith Newman, 2017-08-22 A NEW YORK TIMES
NOTABLE BOOK OF 2017 From the author of the viral New York Times op-ed column To Siri with



Love comes a collection of touching, hilarious, and illuminating stories about life with a
thirteen-year-old boy with autism that hold insights and revelations for us all. When Judith Newman
shared the story of how Apple’s electronic personal assistant, Siri, helped Gus, her son who has
autism, she received widespread media attention and an outpouring of affection from readers
around the world. Basking in the afterglow of media attention, Gus told anyone who would listen, I’m
a movie star. Judith’s story of her son and his bond with Siri was an unusual tribute to technology.
While many worry that our electronic gadgets are dumbing us down, she revealed how they can give
voice to others, including children with autism like Gus—a boy who has trouble looking people in the
eye, hops when he’s happy, and connects with inanimate objects on an empathetic level. To Siri with
Love is a collection of funny, poignant, and uplifting stories about living with an extraordinary child
who has helped a parent see and experience the world differently. From the charming (Gus weeping
with sympathy over the buses that would lie unused while the bus drivers were on strike) to the
painful (paying $22,000 for a behaviorist in Manhattan to teach Gus to use a urinal) to the humorous
(Gus’s insistence on getting naked during all meals, whether at home or not, because he does not
want to get his clothes dirty) to the profound (how an automated assistant helped a boy learn how to
communicate with the rest of the world), the stories in To Siri with Love open our eyes to the magic
and challenges of a life beyond the ordinary.
  what are dumbs: Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes Cory O'Brien, 2013-03-05 From the creator of
Myths Retold comes a hilarious collection of Greek, Norse, Chinese and even Sumerian myths retold
in their purest, bawdiest forms! All our lives, we’ve been fed watered-down, PC versions of the
classic myths. In reality, mythology is more screwed up than a schizophrenic shaman doing hits of
unidentified…wait, it all makes sense now. In Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes, Cory O’Brien, creator of
Myths RETOLD!, sets the stories straight. These are rude, crude, totally sacred texts told the way
they were meant to be told: loudly, and with lots of four-letter words. Did you know? Cronus liked to
eat babies. Narcissus probably should have just learned to masturbate. Odin got construction
discounts with bestiality. Isis had bad taste in jewelry. Ganesh was the very definition of an
unplanned pregnancy. And Abraham was totally cool about stabbing his kid in the face. Still
skeptical? Here are a few more gems to consider: • Zeus once stuffed an unborn fetus inside his
thigh to save its life after he exploded its mother by being too good in bed. • The entire Egyptian
universe was saved because Sekhmet just got too hammered to keep murdering everyone. • The
Hindu universe is run by a married couple who only stop murdering in order to throw sweet dance
parties…on the corpses of their enemies. • The Norse goddess Freyja once consented to a four-dwarf
gangbang in exchange for one shiny necklace. And there’s more dysfunctional goodness where that
came from.
  what are dumbs: Carnage and Culture Victor Davis Hanson, 2007-12-18 Examining nine
landmark battles from ancient to modern times--from Salamis, where outnumbered Greeks
devastated the slave army of Xerxes, to Cortes’s conquest of Mexico to the Tet offensive--Victor
Davis Hanson explains why the armies of the West have been the most lethal and effective of any
fighting forces in the world. Looking beyond popular explanations such as geography or superior
technology, Hanson argues that it is in fact Western culture and values–the tradition of dissent, the
value placed on inventiveness and adaptation, the concept of citizenship–which have consistently
produced superior arms and soldiers. Offering riveting battle narratives and a balanced perspective
that avoids simple triumphalism, Carnage and Culture demonstrates how armies cannot be
separated from the cultures that produce them and explains why an army produced by a free culture
will always have the advantage.
  what are dumbs: Paganism River Higginbotham, Joyce Higginbotham, 2013-05-08 A
comprehensive guide to a growing religious movement If you want to study Paganism in more detail,
this book is the place to start. Based on a course in Paganism that the authors have taught for more
than a decade, it is full of exercises, meditations, and discussion questions for group or individual
study. This book presents the basic fundamentals of Paganism. It explores what Pagans are like; how
the Pagan sacred year is arranged; what Pagans do in ritual; what magick is; and what Pagans



believe about God, worship, human nature, and ethics. For those who are exploring their own
spirituality, or who want a good book to give to non-Pagan family and friends A hands-on learning
tool with magickal workings, meditations, discussion questions, and journal exercises Offers in-depth
discussion of ethics and magick
  what are dumbs: The 2030 Spike Colin Mason, 2013-06-17 The clock is relentlessly ticking!
Our world teeters on a knife-edge between a peaceful and prosperous future for all, and a dark
winter of death and destruction that threatens to smother the light of civilization. Within 30 years, in
the 2030 decade, six powerful 'drivers' will converge with unprecedented force in a statistical spike
that could tear humanity apart and plunge the world into a new Dark Age. Depleted fuel supplies,
massive population growth, poverty, global climate change, famine, growing water shortages and
international lawlessness are on a crash course with potentially catastrophic consequences. In the
face of both doomsaying and denial over the state of our world, Colin Mason cuts through the
rhetoric and reams of conflicting data to muster the evidence to illustrate a broad picture of the
world as it is, and our possible futures. Ultimately his message is clear; we must act decisively,
collectively and immediately to alter the trajectory of humanity away from catastrophe. Offering over
100 priorities for immediate action, The 2030 Spike serves as a guidebook for humanity through the
treacherous minefields and wastelands ahead to a bright, peaceful and prosperous future in which
all humans have the opportunity to thrive and build a better civilization. This book is powerful and
essential reading for all people concerned with the future of humanity and planet earth.
  what are dumbs: Archaeological Chemistry Zvi Goffer, 2006-08-04 The chemical study of
archaeological materials Archaeological Chemistry, Second Edition is about the application of the
chemical sciences to the study of ancient man and his material activities. The text of the book
centers on the use of chemical methods, but also refers to the contributions of physics, biology, and
genetics to archaeological research. Subjects discussed in the book include the determination of the
nature of ancient materials, their provenance and age, the technologies used for the production of
man-made materials, and the analysis of ancient human and animal remains (such as bone, dried
blood, and coprolites), which yields information on ancient diets, kinship, habitancy, and migratory
patterns. New developments in analytical chemistry and in related disciplines, which have
contributed to archaeological research since the first edition of the book was published, are dealt
with in this edition, which also includes: * Updated information on the study of the nature, age, and
provenance of ancient materials * New sections on organic, biological and genetic studies * Glossary
* Extensive bibliography The book is intended primarily for archaeologists, physical anthropologists
and students of archaeology and physical anthropology, but will also be of use to conservators,
curators, and art historians. Natural scientists reading it will become acquainted with advances in
archaeological research which were made possible only by the application of chemical, physical, and
biological methods and techniques.
  what are dumbs: The Dumb House John Burnside, 2010-12-15 As a child, Luke’s mother often
tells him the story of the Dumb House, an experiment on newborn babies raised in silence, designed
to test the innateness of language. As Luke grows up, his interest in language and the delicate
balance of life and death leads to amateur dissections of small animals – tiny hearts revealed still
pumping, as life trickles away. But as an adult, following the death of his mother, Luke’s obsession
deepens, resulting in a haunting and bizarre experiment on Luke’s own children. ‘A wonderfully
disturbing book - chillingly focused and lyrically amoral with moments of remarkable stillness and
beauty.’ A.L. Kennedy ‘Burnside's prose is exquisite, and he dissects his themes with delicacy to
produce a novel resonant with poetic menace’ Sunday Times
  what are dumbs: Animals and Nature Rod Preece, 2011-11-01 Western conceptions of
objectivity and individuality have resulted in a readier appreciation of the worth of the animals and
nature than has been recognized. This provocative book takes issue with the popular view that the
Western cultural tradition, in contrast to Eastern and Aboriginal traditions, has encouraged attitudes
of domination and exploitation towards nature, particularly animals. Preece argues that the Western
tradition has much to commend it, and that descriptions of Aboriginal and Oriental orientations have



often been misleadingly rosy, simplified and codified according to current fashionable concepts.
Animals and Nature is the result of six years' intensive study into comparative religion, literature,
philosophy, anthropology, mythology and animal welfare science.
  what are dumbs: Germline T. C. McCarthy, 2011-08-01 Germline (n.) the genetic material
contained in a cellular lineage which can be passed to the next generation. Also: secret military
program to develop genetically engineered super-soldiers (slang). War is Oscar Wendell's ticket to
greatness. A reporter for The Stars and Stripes, he has the only one way pass to the front lines of a
brutal war over natural resources buried underneath the icy, mineral rich mountains of Kazakhstan.
But war is nothing like he expected. Heavily armored soldiers battle genetically engineered troops
hundreds of meters below the surface. The genetics-the germline soldiers-are the key to winning this
war, but some inventions can't be un-done. Some technologies can't be put back in the box. Kaz will
change everything, not least Oscar himself. Hooked on a dangerous cocktail of adrenaline and drugs,
Oscar doesn't find the war, the war finds him.
  what are dumbs: Benny and Penny in Just Pretend Geoffrey Hayes, 2008-04 Benny wants to
play pirates without his little sister Penny, and so he tries to get rid of her, but when Penny really
disappears, Benny is worried.
  what are dumbs: Conversational Capacity: The Secret to Building Successful Teams That
Perform When the Pressure Is On Craig Weber, 2013-04-19 What keeps a team performing at its
peak even under the most difficult conditions? Conversational capacity: the ability to have open,
balanced, nondefensive dialogue In a world of mounting complexity and rapid-fire change, it's more
important than ever to build teams that work well when the pressure is on. Craig Weber provides
managers and team leaders with the communication tools they need to ensure that the team remains
on track even when dealing with its most troublesome issues, responds to tough challenges with
greater agility and skill, and performs brilliantly in circumstances that incapacitate less disciplined
teams. Craig Weber is an international consultant specializing in team and leadership development.
  what are dumbs: Excluded Julia Serano, 2013-10-01 A transformational approach to
overcoming the divisions between feminist communities While many feminist and queer movements
are designed to challenge sexism, they often simultaneously police gender and sexuality --
sometimes just as fiercely as the straight, male-centric mainstream does. Some feminists vocally
condemn other feminists because of how they dress, for their sexual partners or practices, or
because they are seen as different and therefore less valued. Among LGBTQ activists, there is a long
history of lesbians and gay men dismissing bisexuals, transgender people, and other gender and
sexual minorities. In each case, exclusion is based on the premise that certain ways of being
gendered or sexual are more legitimate, natural, or righteous than others. As a trans woman,
bisexual, and femme activist, Julia Serano has spent much of the last ten years challenging various
forms of exclusion within feminist and queer/LGBTQ movements. In Excluded, she chronicles many
of these instances of exclusion and argues that marginalizing others often stems from a handful of
assumptions that are routinely made about gender and sexuality. These false assumptions infect
theories, activism, organizations, and communities -- and worse, they enable people to vigorously
protest certain forms of sexism while simultaneously ignoring and even perpetuating others. Serano
advocates for a new approach to fighting sexism that avoids these pitfalls and offers new ways of
thinking about gender, sexuality, and sexism that foster inclusivity.
  what are dumbs: Dungeon Crawler Carl Matt Dinniman, 2024-08-27 The apocalypse will be
televised! Welcome to the first book in the wildly popular and addictive Dungeon Crawler Carl series
by Matt Dinniman—now with bonus material exclusive to this print edition. You know what’s worse
than breaking up with your girlfriend? Being stuck with her prize-winning show cat. And you know
what’s worse than that? An alien invasion, the destruction of all man-made structures on Earth, and
the systematic exploitation of all the survivors for a sadistic intergalactic game show. That’s what.
Join Coast Guard vet Carl and his ex-girlfriend’s cat, Princess Donut, as they try to survive the end of
the world—or just get to the next level—in a video game–like, trap-filled fantasy dungeon. A dungeon
that’s actually the set of a reality television show with countless viewers across the galaxy.



Exploding goblins. Magical potions. Deadly, drug-dealing llamas. This ain’t your ordinary game
show. Welcome, Crawler. Welcome to the Dungeon. Survival is optional. Keeping the viewers
entertained is not. Includes part one of the exclusive bonus story “Backstage at the Pineapple
Cabaret.”
  what are dumbs: Dumbing Us Down John Taylor Gatto, 2002-02-01 With over 70,000 copies of
the first edition in print, this radical treatise on public education has been a New Society Publishers’
bestseller for 10 years! Thirty years in New York City’s public schools led John Gatto to the sad
conclusion that compulsory schooling does little but teach young people to follow orders like cogs in
an industrial machine. This second edition describes the wide-spread impact of the book and Gatto’s
guerrilla teaching. John Gatto has been a teacher for 30 years and is a recipient of the New York
State Teacher of the Year award. His other titles include A Different Kind of Teacher (Berkeley Hills
Books, 2001) and The Underground History of American Education (Oxford Village Press, 2000).
  what are dumbs: Master of One Jaida Jones, Dani Bennett, 2020-11-10 Sinister sorcery.
Gallows humor. A queer romance so glorious it could be right out of fae legend itself. Master of One
is a fantasy unlike any other. Rags the thief has never met a pocket he couldn’t pick, but when he’s
captured by a sorcerer with world-ending plans, he realizes even he is in over his head. Forced to
use his finely honed skills to nab pieces of an ancient fae relic, Rags is stunned to discover that those
“relics” just happen to be people: A distractingly handsome Fae prince, A too-honorable
Queensguard deserter, A scrappy daughter of a disgraced noble family, A deceptively sweet-natured
prince, A bona fide member of the Resistance, And him. Rags. They may all be captives in the
sorcerer’s terrible scheme, but that won’t stop them from fighting back. And, sure, six unexpected
allies against one wicked enemy doesn’t make for generous odds, but lucky for him, Rag’s not
generous—he’s smart. And he has a plan that just might get them out of this alive. With the heist and
intrigue of Six of Crows and the dark fairy tale feel of The Cruel Prince, this young adult fantasy
debut will have readers rooting for a pair of reluctant heroes as they take on a world-ending fae
prophecy, a malicious royal plot, and, most dangerously of all, their feelings for each other.
  what are dumbs: UNDERGROUND BASES James Morcan, Lance Morcan, 2016-09-15 What
do the world's superpowers get up to in their secret underground bunkers? UNDERGROUND
BASES: Subterranean Military Facilities and the Cities Beneath Our Feet, by novelists, filmmakers
and independent researchers James Morcan & Lance Morcan, details confirmed and rumored
underground facilities in the United States and around the world. Containing rare photographic
evidence throughout as well as little-known quotes from key government figures, it makes a
compelling case for there being an enormous hidden world under the Earth's surface. The Morcans
speculate that the covert underground infrastructure may be far bigger than anyone has previously
supposed and is likely used for the development of suppressed technologies. Their sources include
declassified files, university reports, WikiLeaks' documents and interviews with ex-military
personnel turned whistleblowers who claim to have worked in cities below ground. UNDERGROUND
BASES delivers a vast array of facts and theories that ultimately allows readers to form their own
conclusions. The expose covers everything from: the US Department of Defense's verified evacuation
areas beneath the White House and the Pentagon as well as their acknowledged sites at Mount
Weather and Cheyenne Mountain; underground facilities around the world including Russia's
sprawling Mezhgorye complex and Australia's CIA-managed Pine Gap; the long-forgotten newspaper
headlines which reported that Adolf Hitler and senior SS officers may have built a Nazi colony
beneath Antarctica after WW2; rumors that human-alien joint ventures are occurring below ground
and that kidnapped citizens are being detained in subterranean prisons for illegal medical
experimentation such as cloning. Why are the Global Elite spending trillions of dollars of their black
budgets to build such vast networks of underground (and undersea and under-ice) sites? Are they
simply preparing for emergencies as per official government explanations? Do they believe an
Armageddon scenario is imminent? Are they secretly collaborating with extraterrestrials? Or, are
they literally creating a breakaway civilization separate to the rest of humanity? To attempt to
address these and other questions, UNDERGROUND BASES takes readers on a vicarious journey



into miles-deep military bases and other subterranean facilities not known to the general public.
  what are dumbs: Blue Planet Project Gil Carlson, 2013-09-15 This is the mysterious manuscript
authored by a U.S. Government insider. It describes, in amazing detail, the inter relationship
between the U.S. Government and several extraterrestrials societies with whom we have working
agreements.I've been told this information was once classified as Above Top Secret and that this
information was never intended to be released to the public! The Blue Planet Project Book contains
all the amazing notes and drawings made by the scientist. The scientist visited various UFO crash
sites, and the notes and drawings were allegedly made from those visits. It is believed that this
anonymous scientist (more info revealed in book) was contracted by the government over several
years to visit all crash sites, interrogate captured Alien Life Forms and analyze all data gathered
from that endeavor.This book compiled from what is believed to be the original and complete
information. In keeping with the format of the original information that was in a binder format, this
book has been published in a full size 8.5 x 11 page size and bound in a comb binding format. This
makes it easier to lay flat and open pages fully for easier reading and studying.We believe this to be
the most complete, accurate and highest quality version of this book available. Be cautious of
inferior editions and eBook versions which have been reported by reviewers to be of inferior quality
and may be difficult to read.
  what are dumbs: The Deliberate Dumbing Down of America Charlotte Thomson Iserbyt,
2022-06-06 Discover how good teachers across America have been forced to use controversial,
non-academic methodology in their classrooms; how school choice is being used to further
dangerous reform goals, and how home schooling and private education are especially vulnerable;
how workforce training (school-to-work) is an essential part of an overall plan for a global economy,
and how this plan will shortcircuit your child's future career plans and opportunities; and how the
international, national, regional, state and local agendas for education reform are all interconnected
and have been for decades. The deliberate dumbing down of America is a chronological history of
the past 100+ years of education reform. Each chapter takes a period of history and recounts the
significant events, including important geopolitical and societal contextual information. Citations
from government plans, policy documents, and key writings by leading reformers record the rise of
the modern education reform movement.
  what are dumbs: McNamara's Folly Hamilton Gregory, 2015-05-21
  what are dumbs: Destroyer David Sloma, 2017 As the returning planet “Wormwood” (also
known as the Destroyer) gets closer, trailing its debris of asteroids, Leon, the General, and Major
Marks struggle to free themselves from the inner Earth and the clutches of a group of Annunaki,
who have been awakened deep underground by their servants the Lizard People and the tall
Greys.Back on the surface, Leon's wife Mary and their daughter Jennie are thrown into the fight of
their lives as the reality of the alien threat, and of the rogue planet, begin to be felt all over the
world.The rest of the ancient gods who inhabit the Destroyer plan to take over Earth with the help of
their Earth-based kin, in the wake of the chaos and destruction they are bringing. As advanced as
the Annunaki are, they did not predict the unforeseen opposition that is rising to meet them even as
the meteors begin to fall.
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