Wobblies Definition Us History

Wobblies Definition U.S. History: Understanding the
Industrial Workers of the World

The term "Wobblies" might sound like something out of a children's rhyme, but its true meaning
resonates with a turbulent chapter in American history. This post delves into the fascinating, and
often controversial, story of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), better known as the
Wobblies, exploring their definition, origins, impact, and lasting legacy. We'll unpack their unique
philosophy, their radical methods, and their enduring influence on the American labor movement.
Get ready to unravel the complexities of this enigmatic group and understand their significant role in
shaping the U.S. labor landscape.

What Were the Wobblies? A Definition

The Wobblies, officially the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), were a revolutionary syndicalist
labor union formed in Chicago in 1905. Unlike other unions of the era focused on collective
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bargaining within the existing capitalist system, the IWW aimed for a complete overthrow of
capitalism and the establishment of a worker-controlled society. This radical vision set them apart,
earning them both fervent supporters and fierce opposition. Their definition, therefore, extends
beyond a simple labor union; they were a social movement striving for fundamental societal change.

The Origins and Rise of the Wobblies

The IWW emerged from a confluence of factors. Progressive reformers, socialists, and radical
unionists, disillusioned with the limitations of existing labor organizations, sought a more inclusive
and militant approach. The rise of industrial capitalism, characterized by harsh working conditions,
low wages, and exploitative practices, fueled their revolutionary fervor. Key figures like William "Big
Bill" Haywood and Eugene V. Debs played pivotal roles in the IWW's formation and early growth.
They attracted diverse members, including unskilled laborers, migrant workers, and even African
Americans who were largely excluded from other unions.

The IWW's Unique Philosophy: One Big Union

A cornerstone of the IWW's ideology was the concept of "One Big Union." Unlike craft unions that
organized workers based on specific skills, the IWW envisioned a single, unified union encompassing
all workers, regardless of their trade or skill level. This inclusivity was intended to foster solidarity
and collective action across different industries. This radical approach, however, also made them a
target for intense governmental and corporate opposition.

Tactics and Strategies: Direct Action and Solidarity

The Wobblies employed a range of tactics to achieve their goals, focusing on direct action rather
than negotiation. Strikes, boycotts, and sabotage were common methods, often accompanied by
powerful rhetoric and organizing efforts. Their focus on solidarity extended beyond the workplace,
advocating for workers' rights and social justice in broader societal contexts. This emphasis on
direct action often led to clashes with law enforcement and employers, solidifying their image as
radical agitators.

The Wobblies' Impact on U.S. History

The IWW's impact on U.S. history is undeniable, even if its ultimate goal of worker-led revolution



remained unachieved. Their efforts significantly contributed to raising awareness about worker
exploitation and spurred improvements in working conditions for certain sectors. The Wobblies'
legacy is also found in their influence on later labor movements and social justice campaigns. Their
focus on organizing the most marginalized workers laid the groundwork for future struggles for
equality and social change.

The Decline and Legacy of the Wobblies

Despite their early success and influence, the IWW faced considerable challenges. Intense
government repression, employer hostility, internal divisions, and the impact of World War I
significantly weakened the union. The Palmer Raids of 1919-1920, targeting radical groups, dealt a
devastating blow to the IWW, leading to arrests, deportations, and a decline in membership.
However, the Wobblies' spirit and ideals continued to inspire future generations of activists and
labor organizers. Their legacy is one of unwavering dedication to worker solidarity and the pursuit of
a more just and equitable society.

Conclusion

The Wobblies, the Industrial Workers of the World, represent a significant and often misunderstood
chapter in U.S. history. Their radical vision, militant tactics, and commitment to worker solidarity
left an indelible mark on the American labor movement and continue to fuel discussions about social
justice and economic equality today. Understanding their history is crucial for comprehending the
evolution of labor rights and the ongoing struggle for worker empowerment.

FAQs

1. What was the main difference between the IWW and other unions of the time? The IWW aimed for
a complete overthrow of capitalism, unlike other unions that primarily focused on negotiating within
the existing system.

2. Were the Wobblies successful in achieving their ultimate goals? No, the IWW did not achieve its
goal of a worker-controlled society. However, their actions significantly impacted worker's rights
and awareness.

3. What role did the government play in the decline of the IWW? Government repression,
particularly through the Palmer Raids, significantly weakened the IWW through arrests and
suppression of their activities.

4. What are some examples of the Wobblies' direct action tactics? Strikes, boycotts, and sabotage
were common tactics employed by the IWW to pressure employers and advocate for worker's rights.



5. How does the legacy of the Wobblies continue to influence modern movements? The IWW's
emphasis on inclusivity, direct action, and worker solidarity continues to inspire modern labor
movements and social justice activism.

wobblies definition us history: Harvest Wobblies Greg Hall, 2001 Increased Mechanization
and the expansion of new markets transformed the face of American farming in the early decades of
the twentieth century, especially in the American West. These changes demanded a new kind of
agricultural worker--gone was the local farmhand, replaced by a cheap and temporary labor force of
migrant and seasonal workers. Greg Hall's fascinating book analyzes how harvest Wobblies,
members of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), organized these men, women, and
sometimes children who had become so essential and yet so exploited on the farms of the West.
Although harvest Wobblies worked in nearly all the western states, their stongholds were the Great
Plains, California, and the Pacific Northwest, regions where harmers developed monocrop
agriculture and where seasonal labor was indispensable come harvest time. Like their IWW brethren
in logging camps and mines, the harvest Wobblies combined an effort to improve the lives of
workers with harger revolutionary goals. Harvest Wobblies personified most of the indelible features
of IWW membership: they were the militant casual laborers of the American West, riding the rails,
living in hobo jungles, preaching revolution, and facing repression with innovative strategies,
impassioned speech, humor, and song. Through trial and error, Wobbly organizers eventually
implemented the idea of an industrial union in agriculture and helped the IWW to establish itself as
a powerful force to be reckoned with by employers in the West. In tracing the rise and the eventual
fall of the harvest Wobblies, Greg Hall examines the diverse and changing nature of the agricultural
work force. He offers a social and cultural history of a union uniquely suited to organizing tens of
thousands of migrant and seasonal workers. Harvest Wobblies will appeal to a broad audience of
readers interested in labor history, the American West, U.S. agricultural history, and the history of
the IWW.

wobblies definition us history: Wobblies of the World Peter Cole, David M. Struthers,
Kenyon Zimmer, 2017 A history of the global nature of the radical union, The Industrial Workers of
the World

wobblies definition us history: Citizen Hobo Todd DePastino, 2010-03-15 In the years
following the Civil War, a veritable army of homeless men swept across America's wageworkers'
frontier and forged a beguiling and bedeviling counterculture known as hobohemia. Celebrating
unfettered masculinity and jealously guarding the American road as the preserve of white manhood,
hoboes took command of downtown districts and swaggered onto center stage of the new urban
culture. Less obviously, perhaps, they also staked their own claims on the American polity, claims
that would in fact transform the very entitlements of American citizenship. In this eye-opening work
of American history, Todd DePastino tells the epic story of hobohemia's rise and fall, and crafts a
stunning new interpretation of the American century in the process. Drawing on sources ranging
from diaries, letters, and police reports to movies and memoirs, Citizen Hobo breathes life into the
largely forgotten world of the road, but it also, crucially, shows how the hobo army so haunted the
American body politic that it prompted the creation of an entirely new social order and political
economy. DePastino shows how hoboes—with their reputation as dangers to civilization, sexual
savages, and professional idlers—became a cultural and political force, influencing the creation of
welfare state measures, the promotion of mass consumption, and the suburbanization of America.
Citizen Hobo's sweeping retelling of American nationhood in light of enduring struggles over home
does more than chart the change from homelessness to houselessness. In its breadth and scope, the
book offers nothing less than an essential new context for thinking about Americans' struggles
against inequality and alienation.

wobblies definition us history: Who Rules America Now? G. William Domhoff, 1986 The
author is convinced that there is a ruling class in America today. He examines the American power



structure as it has developed in the 1980s. He presents systematic, empirical evidence that a fixed
group of privileged people dominates the American economy and government. The book
demonstrates that an upper class comprising only one-half of one percent of the population occupies
key positions within the corporate community. It shows how leaders within this power elite reach
government and dominate it through processes of special-interest lobbying, policy planning and
candidate selection. It is written not to promote any political ideology, but to analyze our society
with accuracy.

wobblies definition us history: Wobblies and Zapatistas Staughton Lynd, Andrej Grubacié,
2008-09-01 Wobblies and Zapatistas offers the reader an encounter between two generations and
two traditions. Andrej Grubacic is an anarchist from the Balkans. Staughton Lynd is a lifelong
pacifist, influenced by Marxism. They meet in dialogue in an effort to bring together the anarchist
and Marxist traditions, to discuss the writing of history by those who make it, and to remind us of
the idea that “my country is the world.” Encompassing a Left-libertarian perspective and an
emphatically activist standpoint, these conversations are meant to be read in the clubs and affinity
groups of the new Movement. The authors accompany us on a journey through modern revolutions,
direct actions, antiglobalist counter-summits, Freedom Schools, Zapatista cooperatives, Haymarket
and Petrograd, Hanoi and Belgrade, “intentional” communities, wildcat strikes, early Protestant
communities, Native American democratic practices, the Workers’ Solidarity Club of Youngstown,
occupied factories, self-organized councils and soviets, the lives of forgotten revolutionaries, Quaker
meetings, antiwar movements, and prison rebellions. Neglected and forgotten moments of
interracial self-activity are brought to light. The book invites the attention of readers who believe
that a better world, on the other side of capitalism and state bureaucracy, may indeed be possible.

wobblies definition us history: Oil, Wheat & Wobblies Nigel Anthony Sellars, 1998 The
Industrial Workers of the World, or Wobblies, a radical labor union, played an important role in
Oklahoma between the founding of the union in 1905 and its demise in 1930. In Oil, Wheat, &
Wobblies, Nigel Anthony Sellars describes IWW efforts to organize migratory harvest hands and
oil-field workers in the state and relationships between the union and other radical and labor groups
such as the Socialist Party and the American Federation of Labor. Focusing on the emergence of
migratory labor and the nature of the work itself in industrializing the region, Sellars provides a
social history of labor in the Oklahoma wheat belt and the midcontinent oil fields. Using court cases
and legislation, he examines the role of state and federal government in suppressing the union
during World War I. Oil, What, & Wobblies concludes with a description of the IWW revival and
subsequent decline after the war, suggesting that the decline is attributable more to the union's
failure to adapt to postwar technological change, its rigid attachment to outmoded tactics, and its
internal policy disputes, than to political repression. In Sellars's view, the failure of the IWW in
Oklahoma largely explains the failure of both the IWW and the labor movement in the United States
during the twenties.

wobblies definition us history: Wobblies! Paul Buhle, Nicole Schulman, 2005-04-17 A vibrant
history in graphic art of the Wobblies, published for the centenary of the founding of the Industrial
Workers of the World.

wobblies definition us history: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2003-02-04 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States
has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of
history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street,
the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A
People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the
words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working
poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest
battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety
standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots
level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President




Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the American
Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our history.
Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary
edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of
American history.

wobblies definition us history: Encyclopedia of U.S. Labor and Working-class History
Eric Arnesen, 2007 Publisher Description

wobblies definition us history: Solidarity Forever Robert Lawson, 2024-10-17 Solidarity
Forever is the definitive account of the musical journey of the music legend of Disciples of Soul,
Bruce Springsteen’s E Street Band, and anti-apartheid project Sun City fame, Little Steven Van
Zandt. Following Van Zandt’s unforgettable sixty-year (and counting!) career from his beginnings
with the Asbury Jukes and Springsteen to leading the Disciples of Soul, from touring, arranging, and
producing timeless music to playing an onscreen gangster in The Sopranos and Lilyhammer,
Solidarity Forever is packed with a level of detail that will impress devotees and enchant new fans.
Every song, every album, every single, live shows; bootlegs, production credits, covers,
activism—everything is covered here and presented alongside fascinating interviews of over forty
past and present band members and Van Zandt himself. A stunning work of music journalism and
love letter to rock ‘n’ roll, Solidarity Forever delivers Little Steven’s story and the timeless messages
of his music like never before. “This is no time to be fighting each other What we need, what we
need is solidarity.”

wobblies definition us history: It Didn't Happen Here Seymour Martin Lipset, Gary Marks,
2000 Why socialism has failed to play a significant role in the United States - the most developed
capitalist industrial society and hence, ostensibly, fertile ground for socialism - has been a critical
question of American history and political development. This study surveys the various explanations
for this phenomenon of American political exceptionalism.

wobblies definition us history: Rivalry and Reform Sidney M. Milkis, Daniel ]J. Tichenor,
2019-01-25 Few relationships have proved more pivotal in changing the course of American politics
than those between presidents and social movements. For all their differences, both presidents and
social movements are driven by a desire to recast the political system, often pursuing rival agendas
that set them on a collision course. Even when their interests converge, these two actors often
compete to control the timing and conditions of political change. During rare historical moments,
however, presidents and social movements forged partnerships that profoundly recast American
politics. Rivalry and Reform explores the relationship between presidents and social movements
throughout history and into the present day, revealing the patterns that emerge from the epic
battles and uneasy partnerships that have profoundly shaped reform. Through a series of case
studies, including Abraham Lincoln and abolitionism, Lyndon Johnson and the civil rights movement,
and Ronald Reagan and the religious right, Sidney M. Milkis and Daniel J. Tichenor argue
persuasively that major political change usually reflects neither a top-down nor bottom-up strategy
but a crucial interplay between the two. Savvy leaders, the authors show, use social movements to
support their policy goals. At the same time, the most successful social movements target the
president as either a source of powerful support or the center of opposition. The book concludes
with a consideration of Barack Obama’s approach to contemporary social movements such as Black
Lives Matter, United We Dream, and Marriage Equality.

wobblies definition us history: American Dreamers Michael Kazin, 2012-09-04 ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: NEWSWEEK/THE DAILY BEAST, THE NEW REPUBLIC, THE
PROGRESSIVE The definitive history of the reformers, radicals, and idealists who fought for a
different America, from the abolitionists to Michael Moore and Noam Chomsky. While the history of
the left is a long story of idealism and determination, it has also been a story of movements that
failed to gain support from mainstream America. In American Dreamers, Michael Kazin—one of the
most respected historians of the American left working today—tells a new history of the movements
that, while not fully succeeding on their own terms, nonetheless made lasting contributions to



American society. Among these culture shaping events are the fight for equal opportunity for
women, racial minorities, and homosexuals; the celebration of sexual pleasure; the inclusion of
multiculturalism in the media and school curricula; and the creation of books and films with
altruistic and anti-authoritarian messages. Deeply informed, judicious and impassioned, and
superbly written, this is an essential book for our times and for anyone seeking to understand our
political history and the people who made it.

wobblies definition us history: The Rights Revolution Charles R. Epp, 1998-10-15 List of
Tables and FiguresAcknowledgments1: Introduction 2: The Conditions for the Rights Revolution:
Theory 3: The United States: Standard Explanations for the Rights Revolution 4: The Support
Structure and the U.S. Rights Revolution 5: India: An Ideal Environment for a Rights Revolution? 6:
India's Weak Rights Revolution and Its Handicap 7: Britain: An Inhospitable Environment for a
Rights Revolution? 8: Britain's Modest Rights Revolution and Its Sources 9: Canada: A Great
Experiment in Constitutional Engineering 10: Canada's Dramatic Rights Revolution and Its Sources
11: Conclusion: Constitutionalism, Judicial Power, and Rights App: Selected Constitutional or
Quasi-Constitutional Rights Provisions for the United States, India, Britain, and Canada Notes
Bibliography Index Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

wobblies definition us history: Myths America Lives By Richard T. Hughes, 2018-09-05 Six
myths lie at the heart of the American experience. Taken as aspirational, four of those myths remind
us of our noblest ideals, challenging us to realize our nation's promise while galvanizing the sense of
hope and unity we need to reach our goals. Misused, these myths allow for illusions of innocence
that fly in the face of white supremacy, the primal American myth that stands at the heart of all the
others.

wobblies definition us history: History of the Labor Movement in the United States ... Philip
Sheldon Foner, 1947 (Trade Union Educational League) to the end of the Gompers era. Strikes in
N.E. textile, San Pedro IWW strike; Women workers; The TUEL formed; RR struggles, Machinists
and Carpenters, Miners, Fur Workers, ILGWU, Amalgamated Clothing and Millinery workers; Labor
and the Soviet Union; Independent political action; End of Gompers Era of AFL.

wobblies definition us history: Hand to Mouth Linda Tirado, 2015-09-01 The real-life Nickel
and Dimed—the author of the wildly popular “Poverty Thoughts” essay tells what it’s like to be
working poor in America. ONE OF THE FIVE MOST IMPORTANT BOOKS OF THE YEAR--Esquire
“DEVASTATINGLY SMART AND FUNNY. I am the author of Nickel and Dimed, which tells the story
of my own brief attempt, as a semi-undercover journalist, to survive on low-wage retail and service
jobs. TIRADO IS THE REAL THING.”—Barbara Ehrenreich, from the Foreword As the haves and
have-nots grow more separate and unequal in America, the working poor don’t get heard from much.
Now they have a voice—and it’s forthright, funny, and just a little bit furious. Here, Linda Tirado
tells what it’s like, day after day, to work, eat, shop, raise kids, and keep a roof over your head
without enough money. She also answers questions often asked about those who live on or near
minimum wage: Why don’t they get better jobs? Why don’t they make better choices? Why do they
smoke cigarettes and have ugly lawns? Why don’t they borrow from their parents? Enlightening and
entertaining, Hand to Mouth opens up a new and much-needed dialogue between the people who
just don’t have it and the people who just don’t get it.

wobblies definition us history: Battling for American Labor Howard Kimeldorf, 1999-12 This
riveting, nuanced book takes seriously the workplace radicalism of many early twentieth century
American workers. The restriction of working class militancy to the workplace, it shows, was no
mere economism. Organizational rather than psychological in orientation, Battling For American
Labor accounts for both the early preference of dockworkers in Philadelphia and hotel and
restaurant workers in New York for the IWW rather than the AFL and for the reversal of this choice
in the 1920s. In so doing, it points the way to a fresh reading of American labor history.—Ira
Katznelson, Columbia University Howard Kimeldorf's book, based on sound and solid historical
research in archives, newspapers, journals, memoirs and oral histories, argues that workers in the
United States, regardless of their precise union affiliation, harbored syndicalist tendencies which



manifested themselves in direct action on the job. Because Kimeldorf's book reinterprets much of
the history of the labor movement in the United States, it will surely generate much controversy
among scholars and capture the attention of readers.—Melvyn Dubofsky, Binghamton University,
SUNY Howard Kimeldorf's new book is a very exciting accomplishment. This book will surely leave a
major imprint on labor history and the sociology of labor. Kimeldorf's focus on repertoires of
collective action and practice instead of ideology is a particularly important contribution; one that
will force students of labor to rethink many worn-out arguments. After reading Battling For
American Labor, one will no longer be able to assume the IWW's defeat was inevitable, or take
seriously psychological theories of worker consciousness.—David Wellman, author of The Union
Makes Us Strong

wobblies definition us history: A History of American Literature and Culture of the First
World War Tim Dayton, Mark W. Van Wienen, 2021-02-04 In the years of and around the First
World War, American poets, fiction writers, and dramatists came to the forefront of the international
movement we call Modernism. At the same time a vast amount of non- and anti-Modernist culture
was produced, mostly supporting, but also critical of, the US war effort. A History of American
Literature and Culture of the First World War explores this fraught cultural moment, teasing out the
multiple and intricate relationships between an insurgent Modernism, a still-powerful traditional
culture, and a variety of cultural and social forces that interacted with and influenced them.
Including genre studies, focused analyses of important wartime movements and groups, and broad
historical assessments of the significance of the war as prosecuted by the United States on the world
stage, this book presents original essays defining the state of scholarship on the American culture of
the First World War.

wobblies definition us history: We Shall be All Melvyn Dubofsky, 1988

wobblies definition us history: The Seattle General Strike Robert Friedheim, 2018-11-06 “We
are undertaking the most tremendous move ever made by LABOR in this country, a move which will
lead—NO ONE KNOWS WHERE!” With these words echoing throughout the city, on February 6,
1919, 65,000 Seattle workers began one of the most important general strikes in US history. For six
tense yet nonviolent days, the Central Labor Council negotiated with federal and local authorities on
behalf of the shipyard workers whose grievances initiated the citywide walkout. Meanwhile, strikers
organized to provide essential services such as delivering supplies to hospitals and markets, as well
as feeding thousands at union-run dining facilities. Robert L. Friedheim’s classic account of the
dramatic events of 1919, first published in 1964 and now enhanced with a new introduction,
afterword, and photo essay by James N. Gregory, vividly details what happened and why.
Overturning conventional understandings of the American Federation of Labor as a conservative
labor organization devoted to pure and simple unionism, Friedheim shows the influence of socialists
and the IWW in the city’s labor movement. While Seattle’s strike ended in disappointment, it led to
massive strikes across the country that determined the direction of labor, capital, and government
for decades. The Seattle General Strike is an exciting portrait of a Seattle long gone and of events
that shaped the city’s reputation for left-leaning activism into the twenty-first century.

wobblies definition us history: EVERETT MASSACRE WALKER C. SMITH, 2018

wobblies definition us history: Students for a Democratic Society Harvey Pekar,
2009-04-27 A history of the group Students for a Democratic Society told in graphic form.

wobblies definition us history: The Oxford Handbook of Police and Policing Michael D. Reisig,
Robert J. Kane, 2014-03-31 The police are perhaps the most visible representation of government.
They are charged with what has been characterized as an impossible mandate -- control and prevent
crime, keep the peace, provide public services -- and do so within the constraints of democratic
principles. The police are trusted to use deadly force when it is called for and are allowed access to
our homes in cases of emergency. In fact, police departments are one of the few government
agencies that can be mobilized by a simple phone call, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. They are
ubiquitous within our society, but their actions are often not well understood. The Oxford Handbook
of Police and Policing brings together research on the development and operation of policing in the



United States and elsewhere. Accomplished policing researchers Michael D. Reisig and Robert ].
Kane have assembled a cast of renowned scholars to provide an authoritative and comprehensive
overview of the institution of policing. The different sections of the Handbook explore policing
contexts, strategies, authority, and issues relating to race and ethnicity. The Handbook also includes
reviews of the research methodologies used by policing scholars and considerations of the factors
that will ultimately shape the future of policing, thus providing persuasive insights into why and how
policing has developed, what it is today, and what to expect in the future. Aimed at a wide audience
of scholars and students in criminology and criminal justice, as well as police professionals, the
Handbook serves as the definitive resource for information on this important institution.

wobblies definition us history: The End of the Myth Greg Grandin, 2019-03-05 WINNER OF
THE PULITZER PRIZE A new and eye-opening interpretation of the meaning of the frontier, from
early westward expansion to Trump’s border wall. Ever since this nation’s inception, the idea of an
open and ever-expanding frontier has been central to American identity. Symbolizing a future of
endless promise, it was the foundation of the United States’ belief in itself as an exceptional nation -
democratic, individualistic, forward-looking. Today, though, America hasa new symbol: the border
wall. In The End of the Myth, acclaimed historian Greg Grandin explores the meaning of the frontier
throughout the full sweep of U.S. history - from the American Revolution to the War of 1898, the
New Deal to the election of 2016. For centuries, he shows, America’s constant expansion - fighting
wars and opening markets - served as a “gate of escape,” helping to deflect domestic political and
economic conflicts outward. But this deflection meant that the country’s problems, from racism to
inequality, were never confronted directly. And now, the combined catastrophe of the 2008 financial
meltdown and our unwinnable wars in the Middle East have slammed this gate shut, bringing
political passions that had long been directed elsewhere back home. It is this new reality, Grandin
says, that explains the rise of reactionary populism and racist nationalism, the extreme anger and
polarization that catapulted Trump to the presidency. The border wall may or may not be built, but it
will survive as a rallying point, an allegorical tombstone marking the end of American
exceptionalism.

wobblies definition us history: A Companion to the Gilded Age and Progressive Era
Christopher McKnight Nichols, Nancy C. Unger, 2022-06-15 A Companion to the Gilded Age and
Progressive Era presents a collection of new historiographic essays covering the years between 1877
and 1920, a period which saw the U.S. emerge from the ashes of Reconstruction to become a world
power. The single, definitive resource for the latest state of knowledge relating to the history and
historiography of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Features contributions by leading scholars in a
wide range of relevant specialties Coverage of the period includes geographic, social, cultural,
economic, political, diplomatic, ethnic, racial, gendered, religious, global, and ecological themes and
approaches In today’s era, often referred to as a “second Gilded Age,” this book offers relevant
historical analysis of the factors that helped create contemporary society Fills an important
chronological gap in period-based American history collections

wobblies definition us history: From the New Deal to the New Right Joseph E. Lowndes,
2008-10-01 The role the South has played in contemporary conservatism is perhaps the most
consequential political phenomenon of the second half of the twentieth century. The regions
transition from Democratic stronghold to Republican base has frequently been viewed as a recent
occurrence, one that largely stems from a 1960s-era backlash against left-leaning social movements.
But as Joseph Lowndes argues in this book, this rightward shift was not necessarily a natural
response by alienated whites, but rather the result of the long-term development of an alliance
between Southern segregationists and Northern conservatives, two groups who initially shared little
beyond opposition to specific New Deal imperatives. Lowndes focuses his narrative on the formative
period between the end of the Second World War and the Nixon years. By looking at the 1948
Dixiecrat Revolt, the presidential campaigns of George Wallace, and popular representations of the
region, he shows the many ways in which the South changed during these decades. Lowndes traces
how a new alliance began to emerge by further examining the pages of the National Review and



Republican party-building efforts in the South during the campaigns of Eisenhower, Goldwater, and
Nixon. The unique characteristics of American conservatism were forged in the crucible of race
relations in the South, he argues, and his analysis of party-building efforts, national institutions, and
the innovations of particular political actors provides a keen look into the ideology of modern
conservatism and the Republican Party.

wobblies definition us history: All the Way to Heaven Dorothy Day, 2012-04-10 “The
publication of the letters of Dorothy Day is a significant event in the history of Christian spirituality.”
—Jim Martin, SJ, author of My Life with the Saints Dorothy Day, cofounder of the Catholic Worker
movement, has been called the most significant, interesting, and influential person in the history of
American Catholicism. Now the publication of her letters, previously sealed for 25 years after her
death and meticulously selected by Robert Ellsberg, reveals an extraordinary look at her daily
struggles, her hopes, and her unwavering faith. This volume, which extends from the early 1920s
until the time of her death in 1980, offers a fascinating chronicle of her response to the vast changes
in America, the Church, and the wider world. Set against the backdrop of the Depression, World War
II, the Cold War, Vatican II, Vietnam, and the protests of the 1960s and '70s, she corresponded with
a wide range of friends, colleagues, family members, and well-known figures such as Thomas
Merton, Daniel Berrigan, César Chavez, Allen Ginsberg, Katherine Anne Porter, and Francis
Cardinal Spellman, shedding light on the deepest yearnings of her heart. At the same time, the first
publication of her early love letters to Forster Batterham highlight her humanity and poignantly
dramatize the sacrifices that underlay her vocation. “These letters are life-, work-, and
faith-affirming.” —National Catholic Reporter

wobblies definition us history: Solidarity Unionism Staughton Lynd, 2015-04-15 Solidarity
Unionism is critical reading for all who care about the future of labor. Drawing deeply on Staughton
Lynd's experiences as a labor lawyer and activist in Youngstown, OH, and on his profound
understanding of the history of the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO), Solidarity Unionism
helps us begin to put not only movement but also vision back into the labor movement. While many
lament the decline of traditional unions, Lynd takes succor in the blossoming of rank-and-file worker
organizations throughout the world that are countering rapacious capitalists and those comfortable
labor leaders that think they know more about work and struggle than their own members. If we
apply a new measure of workers’ power that is deeply rooted in gatherings of workers and
communities, the bleak and static perspective about the sorry state of labor today becomes bright
and dynamic. To secure the gains of solidarity unions, Staughton has proposed parallel bodies of
workers who share the principles of rank-and-file solidarity and can coordinate the activities of local
workers’ assemblies. Detailed and inspiring examples include experiments in workers'
self-organization across industries in steel-producing Youngstown, as well as horizontal networks of
solidarity formed in a variety of U.S. cities and successful direct actions overseas. This is a tradition
that workers understand but labor leaders reject. After so many failures, it is time to frankly
recognize that the century-old system of recognition of a single union as exclusive collective
bargaining agent was fatally flawed from the beginning and doesn’t work for most workers. If we are
to live with dignity, we must collectively resist. This book is not a prescription but reveals the lived
experience of working people continuously taking risks for the common good.

wobblies definition us history: Working People in Alberta Alvin Finkel, 2012 A political and
economic analysis of the history of working people in Alberta.

wobblies definition us history: Bread and Roses Bruce Watson, 2006-07-25 On January 12,
1912, an army of textile workers stormed out of the mills in Lawrence, Massachusetts, commencing
what has since become known as the Bread and Roses strike. Based on newspaper accounts,
magazine reportage, and oral histories, Watson reconstructs a Dickensian drama involving
thousands of parading strikers from fifty-one nations, unforgettable acts of cruelty, and even a
protracted murder trial that tested the boundaries of free speech. A rousing look at a seminal and
overlooked chapter of the past, Bread and Roses is indispensable reading.

wobblies definition us history: The Duty of Delight Dorothy Day, 2011-10-25 For almost fifty



years, through her tireless service to the poor and her courageous witness for peace, Dorothy Day
offered an example of the gospel in action. Now the publication of her diaries, previously sealed for
twenty-five years after her death, offers a uniquely intimate portrait of her struggles and concerns.
Beginning in 1934 and ending in 1980, these diaries reflect her response to the vast changes in
America, the Church, and the wider world. Day experienced most of the great social movements of
her time but, as these diaries reveal, even while she labored for a transformed world, she
simultaneously remained grounded in everyday human life: the demands of her extended Catholic
worker family; her struggles to be more patient and charitable; the discipline of prayer and worship
that structured her days; her efforts to find God in all the tasks and encounters of daily life. A story
of faithful striving for holiness and the radical transformation of the world, Day’s life challenges
readers to imagine what it would be like to live as if the gospels were true.

wobblies definition us history: Minding the Law Anthony G. AMSTERDAM, Jerome S. Bruner,
Anthony G Amsterdam, 2009-06-30 In this remarkable collaboration, one of the nation's leading civil
rights lawyers joins forces with one of the world's foremost cultural psychologists to put American
constitutional law into an American cultural context. By close readings of key Supreme Court
opinions, they show how storytelling tactics and deeply rooted mythic structures shape the Court's
decisions about race, family law, and the death penalty. Minding the Law explores crucial
psychological processes involved in the work of lawyers and judges: deciding whether particular
cases fit within a legal rule (categorizing), telling stories to justify one's claims or undercut those of
an adversary (narrative), and tailoring one's language to be persuasive without appearing partisan
(rhetorics). Because these processes are not unique to the law, courts' decisions cannot rest solely
upon legal logic but must also depend vitally upon the underlying culture's storehouse of familiar
tales of heroes and villains. But a culture's stock of stories is not changeless. Amsterdam and Bruner
argue that culture itself is a dialectic constantly in progress, a conflict between the established
canon and newly imagined possible worlds. They illustrate the swings of this dialectic by a masterly
analysis of the Supreme Court's race-discrimination decisions during the past century. A passionate
plea for heightened consciousness about the way law is practiced and made, Minding the Law/tilte
will be welcomed by a new generation concerned with renewing law's commitment to a humane
justice. Table of Contents: 1. Invitation to a Journey 2. On Categories 3. Categorizing at the Supreme
Court Missouri v. Jenkins and Michael H. v. Gerald D. 4. On Narrative 5. Narratives at Court Prigg v.
Pennsylvania and Freeman v. Pitts 6. On Rhetorics 7. The Rhetorics of Death McCleskey v. Kemp 8.
On the Dialectic of Culture 9. Race, the Court, and America's Dialectic From Plessy through Brown
to Pitts and Jenkins 10. Reflections on a Voyage Appendix: Analysis of Nouns and Verbs in the Prigg,
Pitts, and Brown Opinions Notes Table of Cases Index Reviews of this book: Amsterdam, a
distinguished Supreme Court litigator, wanted to do more than share the fruits of his practical
experience. He also wanted to...get students to think about thinking like a lawyer...To decode what
he calls law-think, he enlisted the aid of the venerable cognitive psychologist Jerome Bruner...[and]
the collaboration has resulted in [this] unusual book. --James Ryerson, Lingua Franca Reviews of this
book: It is hard to imagine a better time for the publication of Minding the Law, a brilliant dissection
of the court's work by two eminent scholars, law professor Anthony G. Amsterdam and cultural
anthropologist Jerome Bruner...Issue by issue, case by case, Amsterdam and Bruner make
mincemeat of the court's handling of the most important constitutional issue of the modern era: how
to eradicate the American legacy of race discrimination, especially against blacks. --Edward Lazarus,
Los Angeles Times Book Review Reviews of this book: This book is a gem...[Its thesis] is easily stated
but remarkably unrecognized among a shockingly large number of lawyers and law professors: law
is a storytelling enterprise thoroughly entrenched in culture....Whereas critical legal theorists have
talked among themselves for the past two decades, Amsterdam and Bruner seek to engage all of us
in a dialogue. For that, they should be applauded. --Daniel R. Williams, New York Law Journal
Reviews of this book: In Minding the Law, Anthony Amsterdam and Jerome Bruner show us how the
Supreme Court creates the magic of inevitability. They are angry at what they see. Their book is
premised on the conviction that many of the choices made in Supreme Court opinions 'lack any



justification in the text'...Their method is to analyze the text of opinions and to show how the
conclusions reached do not always follow from the logic of the argument. They also show how the
Court casts its rhetoric like a spell, mesmerizing its audience, and making the highly contingent
shine with the light of inevitability. --Mitchell Goodman, News and Observer (Raleigh, North
Carolina) Reviews of this book: What do controversial Supreme Court decisions and classic age-old
tales of adultery, villainy, and combat have in common? Everything--at least in the eyes of
[Amsterdam and Bruner]. In this substantial study, which is equal parts dense and entertaining, the
authors use theoretical discussions of literary technique and myths to expose what they see as the
secret intentions of Supreme Court opinions...Studying how lawyers and judges employ the various
literary devices at their disposal and noting the similarities between legal thinking and classic
tactics of storytelling and persuasion, they believe, can have 'astonishing consciousness-retrieving
effects'...The agile minds of Amsterdam and Bruner, clearly storehouses of knowledge on a range of
subjects, allow an approach that might sound far-fetched occasionally but pays dividends in the form
of gained perspective--and amusement. --Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn, Washington Times Reviews of this
book: Stories and the way judges-intentionally or not-categorize and spin them, are as responsible
for legal rulings as logic and precedent, Mr. Amsterdam and Mr. Bruner said. Their novel attempt to
reach into the psyche of...members of the Supreme Court is part of a growing interest in a
long-neglected and cryptic subject: the psychology of judicial decision-making. --Patricia Cohen, New
York Times Most law professors teach by the 'case method,' or say they do. In this fascinating book,
Anthony Amsterdam--a lawyer--and Jerome Bruner--a psychologist--expose how limited most case
‘analysis' really is, as they show how much can be learned through the close reading of the phrases,
sentences, and paragraphs that constitute an opinion (or other pieces of legal writing). Reading this
book will undoubtedly make one a better lawyer, and teacher of lawyers. But the book's value and
interest goes far beyond the legal profession, as it analyzes the way that rhetoric--in law, politics,
and beyond--creates pictures and convictions in the minds of readers and listeners. --Sanford
Levinson, author of Constitutional Faith Tony Amsterdam, the leader in the legal campaign against
the death penalty, and Jerome Bruner, who has struggled for equal justice in education for forty
years, have written a guide to demystifying legal reasoning. With clarity, wit, and immense learning,
they reveal the semantic tricks lawyers and judges sometimes use--consciously and unconsciously--to
justify the results they want to reach. --Jack Greenberg, Professor of Law, Columbia Law School

wobblies definition us history: The Long Loneliness Dorothy Day, 2017-06-27 The
compelling autobiography of a remarkable Catholic woman, sainted by many, who championed the
rights of the poor in America’s inner cities. When Dorothy Day died in 1980, the New York Times
eulogized her as “a nonviolent social radical of luminous personality . . . founder of the Catholic
Worker Movement and leader for more than fifty years in numerous battles of social justice.” Here,
in her own words, this remarkable woman tells of her early life as a young journalist in the crucible
of Greenwich Village political and literary thought in the 1920s, and of her momentous conversion to
Catholicism that meant the end of a Bohemian lifestyle and common-law marriage. The Long
Loneliness chronilces Dorothy Day’s lifelong association with Peter Maurin and the genesis of the
Catholic Worker Movement. Unstinting in her commitment to peace, nonviolence, racial justice, and
the cuase of the poor and the outcast, she became an inspiration to such activists as Thomas Merton,
Michael Harrinton, Daniel Berrigan, Ceasr Chavez, and countless others. This edition of The Long
Loneliness begins with an eloquent introduction by Robert Coles, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author
and longtime friend, admirer, and biographer of Dorothy Day.

wobblies definition us history: Left of the Left Anatole Dolgoff, 2016-06-13 Sam Dolgoff, a
house painter by trade, was at the center of American anarchism for seventy years. His political
voyage began in the 1920s when he joined the Industrial Workers of the World. He rode the rails as
an itinerant laborer, bedding down in hobo camps and mounting soapboxes in cities across the
United States. Self-educated, he translated, edited, and wrote some of the most important books and
journals of twentieth-century anti-authoritarian politics, including the most widely read collection of
Mikhail Bakunin's writings in English. His story, told with passion and humor by his son, conjures




images of a lost New York City—the Lower East Side, the strong immigrant and working-class
neighborhoods, the blurred lines dividing proletarian and intellectual culture, the union halls and
social clubs, the brutal cops and bosses, and the solidarity that kept them at bay. An instant classic
of radical history, this biography is written by a man now in his seventies who, as a child and young
man, had a front-row seat to the world of proletarian politics and the colorful characters who
brought it to life. The American left in its classical age used to celebrate an ideal, which was the
worker-intellectual—someone who toils with his hands all his life and meanwhile develops his mind
and deepens his knowledge and contributes mightily to progress and decency in the society around
him. Sam Dolgoff was a mythic figure in a certain corner of the radical left ... and his son, Anatole,
has written a wise and beautiful book about him. —Paul Berman, author of A Tale of Two Utopias
and Power and the Idealists If you want to read the god-honest and god-awful truth about being a
radical in twentieth-century America, drop whatever you're doing, pick up this book, and read it.
Pronto! If you're not crying within five pages, you might want to check whether you've got a heart
and a pulse. —Peter Cole, author of Wobblies on the Waterfront Anatole Dolgoff is the son of Esther
and Sam Dolgoff, two of the most important anarchists in the United States in the twentieth century.
He has lived in New York City his entire life and teaches geology at the Pratt Institute.

wobblies definition us history: Labor and the New Deal Louis Stark, 1936

wobblies definition us history: Women, Race, & Class Angela Y. Davis, 2011-06-29 From
one of our most important scholars and civil rights activist icon, a powerful study of the women’s
liberation movement and the tangled knot of oppression facing Black women. “Angela Davis is
herself a woman of undeniable courage. She should be heard.”—The New York Times Angela Davis
provides a powerful history of the social and political influence of whiteness and elitism in feminism,
from abolitionist days to the present, and demonstrates how the racist and classist biases of its
leaders inevitably hampered any collective ambitions. While Black women were aided by some
activists like Sarah and Angelina Grimke and the suffrage cause found unwavering support in
Frederick Douglass, many women played on the fears of white supremacists for political gain rather
than take an intersectional approach to liberation. Here, Davis not only contextualizes the legacy
and pitfalls of civil and women's rights activists, but also discusses Communist women, the murder
of Emmitt Till, and Margaret Sanger’s racism. Davis shows readers how the inequalities between
Black and white women influence the contemporary issues of rape, reproductive freedom,
housework and child care in this bold and indispensable work.

wobblies definition us history: The Wobblies Patrick Renshaw, 1999

wobblies definition us history: The Revolution Will Not Be Theorized Errol A. Henderson,
2019-07-01 The study of the impact of Black Power Movement (BPM) activists and organizations in
the 1960s through ’70s has largely been confined to their role as proponents of social change; but
they were also theorists of the change they sought. In The Revolution Will Not Be Theorized Errol A.
Henderson explains this theoretical contribution and places it within a broader social theory of black
revolution in the United States dating back to nineteenth-century black intellectuals. These include
black nationalists, feminists, and anti-imperialists; activists and artists of the Harlem Renaissance;
and early Cold War-era black revolutionists. The book first elaborates W. E. B. Du Bois's thesis of
the General Strike during the Civil War, Alain Locke's thesis relating black culture to political and
economic change, Harold Cruse's work on black cultural revolution, and Malcolm X's advocacy of
black cultural and political revolution in the United States. Henderson then critically examines BPM
revolutionists' theorizing regarding cultural and political revolution and the relationship between
them in order to realize their revolutionary objectives. Focused more on importing theory from third
world contexts that were dramatically different from the United States, BPM revolutionists largely
ignored the theoretical template for black revolution most salient to their case, which undermined
their ability to theorize a successful black revolution in the United States. This book is freely
available in an open access edition thanks to TOME (Toward an Open Monograph Ecosystem)—a
collaboration of the Association of American Universities, the Association of University Presses, and
the Association of Research Libraries—and the generous support of The Pennsylvania State



University. Learn more at the TOME website, available at: openmonographs.org, and access the
book online at http://muse.jhu.edu/book/67098. It is also available through the SUNY Open Access
Repository at http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.12648/1704.

wobblies definition us history: Rank and File Alice Lynd, Robert Staughton Lynd, 2014-07-14
The strength of this book . . . encompasses a broad view of history from the bottom up and deals not
only with biographical background of the nonelite in labor but with insights into black, immigrant,
and grassroots working-class history as well.--Choice Originally published in 1981. The Princeton
Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
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