Why Do Christians Hate Gay People

Why Do Christians Hate Gay People? Unpacking a
Complex Issue

The statement "Christians hate gay people" is a sweeping generalization that simplifies a deeply
complex issue. While some Christians hold strongly negative views towards LGBTQ+ individuals, it's
inaccurate and harmful to paint an entire religious group with the same brush. This blog post aims
to explore the nuances of this question, examining the biblical interpretations, theological debates,
and personal experiences that contribute to diverse perspectives within Christianity. We will avoid
generalizations and instead focus on understanding the varied beliefs and actions that shape this
contentious topic.

H2: Biblical Interpretations and Their Diverse Readings

A primary source of contention lies in interpretations of biblical texts. Verses often cited by those
who oppose same-sex relationships are found primarily in Leviticus and 1 Corinthians. However, the
context and translation of these passages are frequently debated. Conservative interpretations often
emphasize literal readings, focusing on specific prohibitions. However, progressive interpretations
consider the historical and cultural context, arguing that these passages shouldn't be applied
directly to modern understandings of sexuality and relationships. Furthermore, other biblical
passages emphasize love, compassion, and inclusivity, leading to contrasting theological viewpoints.
The challenge lies not in the absence of biblical texts, but in the multitude of interpretations and the
weight given to individual verses within a larger theological framework.
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H3: The Role of Tradition and Doctrine

Beyond specific verses, Christian traditions and doctrines also play a significant role. For centuries,
certain denominations have upheld traditional interpretations of sexuality, influencing their stances
on LGBTQ+ issues. These traditions are deeply ingrained within church structures and have shaped
theological education and pastoral practices. However, theological understanding is not static.
Progressive Christian movements are actively re-examining these traditions, arguing for a more
inclusive interpretation that aligns with core Christian values of love and acceptance.

H2: The Spectrum of Christian Beliefs on LGBTQ+ Issues

It's crucial to recognize the vast spectrum of beliefs within Christianity regarding LGBTQ+
individuals. There is no single, monolithic Christian perspective. Some denominations and
individuals fully embrace LGBTQ+ inclusion, ordaining LGBTQ+ clergy and performing same-sex
marriages. Others maintain traditional views but emphasize love and respect for LGBTQ+
individuals, even if they disagree with their lifestyle choices. Still others hold more conservative
positions, believing that homosexual acts are sinful and should not be condoned. This diversity
highlights the limitations of generalizations and emphasizes the importance of understanding
individual beliefs and experiences.

H3: The Impact of Fear and Misunderstanding

Beyond theological debates, fear and misunderstanding often fuel negative attitudes towards
LGBTQ+ individuals. Some Christians may fear the perceived societal changes associated with
LGBTQ+ rights or harbor misconceptions about LGBTQ+ identities and relationships. These fears
can be exacerbated by misinformation spread through various media sources, contributing to a
climate of prejudice and intolerance. Addressing these fears and misconceptions requires open
dialogue, education, and empathy.

H2: The Importance of Compassion and Dialogue

The question of how Christians should interact with LGBTQ+ individuals remains a critical point of
discussion. While some individuals may hold strongly held beliefs that differ from those of the
LGBTQ+ community, the Christian emphasis on love, compassion, and forgiveness necessitates
respectful and compassionate dialogue. This involves actively listening to the experiences of
LGBTQ+ individuals, challenging harmful stereotypes, and striving to build bridges of
understanding. It requires acknowledging the pain caused by discriminatory practices and working



towards a more inclusive and accepting environment.

H2: Moving Forward: Towards Understanding and Acceptance

The complex issue of Christian attitudes towards LGBTQ+ people necessitates nuanced
conversations and a willingness to move beyond simplistic narratives. Understanding the varied
interpretations of scripture, the influence of tradition, and the impact of fear and misunderstanding
is crucial for fostering more inclusive and accepting communities. While disagreements will
inevitably persist, a commitment to compassionate dialogue and a focus on shared values can help
bridge divides and promote a more just and equitable society for everyone.

Conclusion:

The question of why some Christians hold negative views toward gay people is multifaceted,
stemming from interpretations of scripture, theological traditions, and personal beliefs. However,
it's vital to remember that this does not represent the entirety of Christian thought. Many Christians
actively champion LGBTQ+ inclusion and fight against discrimination. Understanding the
complexities of this issue requires empathy, respectful dialogue, and a willingness to engage with
diverse perspectives.

FAQs:

1. Are all Christians homophobic? Absolutely not. The Christian faith encompasses a wide range of
views on LGBTQ+ issues, with many Christians actively supporting LGBTQ+ rights and inclusion.

2. What are some resources for LGBTQ+ Christians? Many organizations provide support and
resources for LGBTQ+ Christians, such as Reconciling Ministries Network and Affirming Ministries.

3. How can I have a respectful conversation with a Christian who holds opposing views on LGBTQ+
issues? Approach the conversation with empathy and a willingness to listen. Focus on shared values
and find common ground, rather than engaging in aggressive debate.

4. Do all interpretations of the Bible condemn homosexuality? No. Many progressive interpretations
of the Bible emphasize love, acceptance, and inclusivity, offering alternative perspectives on verses
often cited against LGBTQ+ relationships.

5. What role can churches play in promoting LGBTQ+ inclusion? Churches can play a vital role by
creating welcoming and affirming spaces, educating their congregations on LGBTQ+ issues, and
actively combating homophobia and transphobia within their communities.

why do christians hate gay people: God and the Gay Christian Matthew Vines, 2014
Reinterpretations of key Bible texts related to sexual orientation, written by a Harvard student,
present an accessible case for a modern Christian conservative acceptance of sexual diversity.

why do christians hate gay people: Is God anti-gay? Sam Allberry, 2013-07-01 A practical



and sensitive exploration of the Bible's teaching on homosexuality. A practical and sensitive
exploration of the Bible's teaching on homosexuality. It's the hot topic of the moment. Christians, the
church and the Bible seem to be out of step with modern attitudes towards homosexuality. And there
is growing hostility towards those who hold a different view to the culture's. So is God homophobic?
And how do we relate to both Christians and non-Christians who experience same-sex attraction? In
this short, simple book, Sam Allberry wants to help confused Christians understand what God has
said about these questions in the scriptures. Drawing on his own experience, he offers a positive and
liberating way forward through the debate. This revised and updated version includes answers to
some new questions, including: * Should Christians attend gay weddings? * Isn't the Christian view
of sexuality dangerous and harmful? * Is it sinful to experience same-sex attraction?

why do christians hate gay people: Messy Grace Caleb Kaltenbach, 2015-10-20 Sometimes,
grace gets messy. Caleb Kaltenbach was raised by LGBT parents, marched in gay pride parades as a
youngster, and experienced firsthand the hatred and bitterness of some Christians toward his family.
But then Caleb surprised everyone, including himself, by becoming a Christian...and a pastor. Very
few issues in Christianity are as divisive as the acceptance of the LGBT community in the church. As
a pastor and as a person with beloved family members living a gay lifestyle, Caleb had to face this
issue with courage and grace. Messy Grace shows us that Jesus’s command to “love your neighbor
as yourself” doesn’t have an exception clause for a gay “neighbor”—or for that matter, any other
“neighbor” we might find it hard to relate to. Jesus was able to love these people and yet still hold on
to his beliefs. So can you. Even when it’s messy. “Messy Grace is an important contribution to the
conversation about sexual identity for churches and leaders. Caleb's story is surprising and unique,
and he weaves it together compellingly. He states his views clearly, leaves room for disagreement,
and champions love no matter where you are in this conversation.” —Jud Wilhite, Sr. Pastor, Central
Christian Church

why do christians hate gay people: Can You Be Gay and Christian? Michael L. Brown,
2014 How do we respond to gay people who tell us how much they love the Lord and experience
God's power? What do we do with the argument that the Old Testament laws no longer apply?
Brown provides solid biblical answers, clearly written and based on sound scholarship, in a
compassionate way that causes the reader to wrestle with the issues and discover the biblical truth.
He also provides practical guidelines for ministry, and shows readers how they can resist the gay
agenda while reaching out to their gay friends and family.

why do christians hate gay people: A War of Loves David Bennett, 2018-11-13 At 14, David
Bennett came out to his parents. At 19, he encountered Jesus Christ. At that moment, his life
changed forever. As a young gay man, David Bennett saw Christianity as an enemy to freedom for
LGBTQI people, and his early experiences with prejudice and homophobia led him to become a gay
activist. But when Jesus came into his life in a highly unexpected way, he was led down a path he
never would have predicted or imagined. In A War of Loves, David recounts his dramatic story, from
his early years exploring new age religions and French existentialism to his university experiences
as an activist. Following supernatural encounters with God, he embarked on a journey not only of
seeking to reconcile his faith and sexuality but also of discovering the higher call of Jesus Christ. A
War of Loves investigates what the Bible teaches about sexuality and demonstrates the profligate,
unqualified grace of God for all people. David describes the joy and intimacy he found in following
Jesus Christ and how love has taken on a radically new and far richer meaning for him.

why do christians hate gay people: Single, Gay, Christian Gregory Coles, 2017-08-22 In an
age where neither society nor the church knows what to do with gay Christians, Greg Coles shares
his story—a story about a boy in love with Jesus who, at the fateful onset of puberty, realized his
sexual attractions were persistently and exclusively for other guys. This honest, hopeful account
shows life through one man's eyes and assures all people: You are not a mistake.

why do christians hate gay people: Reasonable Faith William Lane Craig, 2008 This updated
edition by one of the world's leading apologists presents a systematic, positive case for Christianity
that reflects the latest work in the contemporary hard sciences and humanities. Brilliant and



accessible.

why do christians hate gay people: Scripture, Ethics, and the Possibility of Same-Sex
Relationships Karen R. Keen, 2018-10-11 WHEN IT COMES TO SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS, this
book by Karen Keen contains the most thoughtful, balanced, biblically grounded discussion you're
likely to encounter anywhere. With pastoral sensitivity and respect for biblical authority, Keen
breaks through current stalemates in the debate surrounding faith and sexual identity. The fresh,
evenhanded reevaluation of Scripture, Christian tradition, theology, and science in Keen’s Scripture,
Ethics, and the Possibility of Same-Sex Relationships will appeal to both traditionalist and
progressive church leaders and parishioners, students of ethics and biblical studies, and gay and
lesbian people who often feel painfully torn between faith and sexuality.

why do christians hate gay people: Covenant and Calling Robert Song, 2014-09-24 No
other issue in recent times has proved as potentially divisive for the churches as that of same-sex
relationships. At the same time as many countries have been moving towards legal recognition of
civil partnerships or same-sex marriage, Christian responses have tended towards either finding
alliances with proponents of conservative social mores, or providing what amounts to theological
endorsement of secular liberal values.

why do christians hate gay people: What Does the Bible Really Teach about Homosexuality?
Kevin DeYoung, 2015-04-16 In just a few short years, massive shifts in public opinion have radically
reshaped society’s views on homosexuality. Feeling the pressure to forsake long-held beliefs about
sex and marriage, some argue that Christians have historically misunderstood the Bible’s teaching
on this issue. But does this approach do justice to what the Bible really teaches about
homosexuality? In this timely book, award-winning author Kevin DeYoung challenges each of us—the
skeptic, the seeker, the certain, and the confused—to take a humble look at God’s Word. Examining
key biblical passages in both the Old and New Testaments and the Bible’s overarching teaching
regarding sexuality, DeYoung responds to popular objections raised by Christians and non-Christians
alike—offering readers an indispensable resource for thinking through one of the most pressing
issues of our day.

why do christians hate gay people: Mercy for Today Jonathan Parnell, 2020-01-07 You cannot
make it without God’s mercy. Do we just need God’s grace in dark and shameful moments? Are
prayers for mercy only for those times when we really mess up? Jonathan Parnell says we need God’s
mercy all the time. In fact, contrary to many church cultures, Parnell shows that asking God for
mercy should be as regular as asking God for our daily bread. There’s no doubt that David was in a
terrible predicament when he first prayed the words of Psalm 51. It was a dark and shameful
moment in the Bible, and one so dark and shameful it seldom feels relevant to us today. But David’s
most desperate prayer is really a prayer for all of us—and not just for our worst moments, but for
our every moment. In these pages, you'll discover: how to pray a daily, memorable prayer derived
from Psalm 51 how to practice daily repentance and soul care how to pursue God and experience his
joy in the Christian life This is God’s mercy, and it’s Mercy for Today.

why do christians hate gay people: The Book of Deuteronomy Peter C. Craigie, 1976-08-12
Deuteronomy is a book about a community being prepared for a new life. Hardship and the
wilderness lie behind; the promised land lies ahead. But in the present moment, there is a call for a
new commitment to God and a fresh understanding of the nature of the community of God's people.
Though the scene is set more than three thousand years in the past, Deuteronomy is still a book of
considerable contemporary relevance. The book of Deuteronomy, however, is not only a book of
contemporary relevance. It has been, and continues to be, one of the most important and debated
works in modern biblical scholarship. - Author's preface.

why do christians hate gay people: The Christ of the New Testament Paul Elmer More, 1924

why do christians hate gay people: The Queer Bible Jack Guinness, 2021-06-15 An O, The
Oprah Magazine LGBTQ Book Changing the Literary Landscape A gorgeously illustrated collection
of essays written by today’s queer heroes—featuring contributions from Elton John, Tan France, Gus
Kenworthy, Paris Lees, Russell Tovey, Munroe Bergdorf, and many others. The Queer Bible is a




celebration of LGBTQ+ history and culture, edited by model, performer, and GQ contributing editor
Jack Guinness. Our queer heroes write about theirs. In 2016, model and queer activist Jack Guinness
decided that the LGBTQ+ community desperately needed to be reminded of its long and glorious
history of stardom—and he was spurred to action. The following year, QueerBible.com was born, an
online community devoted to celebrating queer heroes, both past and present. “So much queer
history is hidden or erased,” says Guinness. “The Queer Bible is a home for all those personal stories
and histories.” In this book, contemporary queer heroes pay homage to those who helped pave their
paths. Contributors include Vogue columnist Paris Lees (writing on Edward Enninful), singer and
songwriter Elton John (writing on Divine), comedian Mae Martin (writing on Tim Curry), author
Joseph Cassara (writing on Pedro Almodévar), and many others, honoring timeless queer icons such
as Susan Sontag, David Bowie, Sylvester, RuPaul, and George Michael through illuminating essays
paired with stunning illustrations. The Queer Bible is a powerful and intimate essay collection of
gratitude, and an essential, enduring love letter to the queer community. We stand on the shoulders
of giants. Now we praise their names.

why do christians hate gay people: Washed and Waiting Wesley Hill, 2010-11-29 Yet many
who sit next to us in the pew at church fit that description, says author Wesley Hill. As a celibate gay
Christian, Hill gives us a glimpse of what it looks like to wrestle firsthand with God's "No" to
same-sex relationships. What does it mean for gay Christians to live faithful to God while struggling
with the challenge of their homosexuality? What is God's will for believers who experience same-sex
desires? Those who choose celibacy are often left to deal with loneliness and the hunger for
relationships. How can gay Christians experience God's favor and blessing in the midst of a struggle
that for many brings a crippling sense of shame and guilt? Weaving together reflections from his
own life and the lives of other Christians, such as Henri Nouwen and Gerard Manley Hopkins, Hill
offers a fresh perspective on these questions. He advocates neither unqualified "healing" for those
who struggle, nor their accommodation to temptation, but rather faithfulness in the midst of
brokenness. "I hope this book may encourage other homosexual Christians to take the risky step of
opening up their lives to others in the body of Christ," Hill writes. "In so doing, they may find, as I
have, by grace, that being known is spiritually healthier than remaining behind closed doors, that
the light is better than the darkness.

why do christians hate gay people: Bringing Up Boys James C. Dobson, 2014-08-22 Here’s
sensible advice and caring encouragement on raising boys from the nation’s most trusted parenting
authority, Dr. James Dobson. With so much confusion about the role of men in our society, it’s no
wonder so many parents and teachers are asking questions about how to bring up boys. Why are so
many boys in crisis? What qualities should we be trying to instill in young males? Our culture has
vilified masculinity and, as a result, an entire generation of boys is growing up without a clear idea
of what it means to be a man. In the runaway bestseller Bringing Up Boys, Dr. Dobson draws from
his experience as a child psychologist and family counselor, as well as extensive research, to offer
advice and encouragement based on a firm foundation of biblical principles.

why do christians hate gay people: Does Jesus Really Love Me? Jeff Chu, 2014-04-15
“Fascinating, thoughtful, and important. [Jeff Chu] captures the fractures and conflict at a moment
when the issue of what to do with L.G.B.T. people is tearing Christian denominations apart. Does
Jesus Really Love Me? deserves to be widely read.” —Dan Savage, New York Times Book Review In
this timely work—part memoir, part investigative analysis—a prize-winning writer explores the
explosive and confusing intersection of faith, politics, and sexuality in Christian America. When Jeff
Chu came out to his parents as a gay man, his devout Christian mother cried. And cried. Every time
she looked at him. For months. As a journalist and a believer, Chu knew that he had to get to the
heart of a question that had been haunting him for years: Does Jesus really love me? The quest to
find an answer propels Chu on a remarkable cross-country journey to discover the God “forbidden to
him” because of his sexuality. Surveying the breadth of the political and theological spectrum, from
the most conservative viewpoints to the most liberal, he tries to distill what the diverse followers of
Christ believe about homosexuality and to understand how these people who purportedly follow the



same God and the same Scriptures have come to hold such a wide range of opinions. Why does
Pastor A believe that God hates me, especially because of my gayness? Why does Person B believe
that God loves me, gayness and all? From Brooklyn to Nashville to California, from Westboro Baptist
Church and their god hates fags protest signs to the pioneering Episcopal bishop Mary Glasspool,
who proclaims a message of liberation and divine love, Chu captures spiritual snapshots of Christian
America at a remarkable moment, when tensions between both sides in the culture wars have rarely
been higher. Both funny and heartbreaking, perplexing and wise, Does Jesus Really Love Me? is an
intellectual, emotional, and spiritual pilgrimage that reveals a portrait of a faith and a nation at
odds.

why do christians hate gay people: A Simple Guide to Experience Miracles ]. P. Moreland,
2021-11-16 Does God Still Do Miracles Today? A Simple Guide to Experience Miracles will give you
confidence in and awareness of the supernatural realm as you learn how to flourish spiritually by
experiencing more miraculous interventions in your life and ministry. Internationally renowned
philosopher ]J. P. Moreland looks at the nature of miracles and explains why bearing and receiving
credible testimony to God's miraculous acts is a crucial feature of a mature Jesus-follower. He also
shows how to distinguish a real miracle from a mere coincidence. Miracles bring comfort to
believers, strengthening faith in God and creating boldness in our lives. While miraculous healings
have occurred frequently throughout church history, Moreland provides data showing how the last
fifty years have seen a massive outbreak of miracles and supernatural activity. Today, he argues, the
church should humbly expect to see more of these miraculous works of God than we do. Moreland
looks at topics like: The relationship between sickness and suffering, along with two different ways
to pray for healing How to discern clearly the difference between a genuine miracle and a mere
coincidence How to increase your faith that petitionary prayer really works and what to make of
unanswered prayer Six ways God speaks to us and advice for hearing God wisely and biblically The
role angels play in our lives, how they appear to us, and how to combat demonic influence The
biblical basis for most Near-Death Experiences and what we can learn from them A Simple Guide to
Experience Miracles increases your expectation and hope that God can and often does miraculously
intervene to bring help and comfort. Moreland shows that it makes rational sense to step out and
engage in employing Kingdom power and to strengthen courage to witness and act on behalf of the
gospel of Jesus. Filled with inspiring, credible, motivating accounts of miracles, he covers five
different kinds of supernatural activities and provides practical wisdom about how to begin practices
such as healing prayer and learning to deal with the demonic.

why do christians hate gay people: Torn Justin Lee, 2012-11-13 An evangelical Christian
examines the impact of sexuality, the LGBTQ+ movement, and the future of the church in this
thoughtful, deeply researched guide to navigating and mending the social and political division in
our families and churches. As a teenager and young man, Justin Lee felt deeply torn. Nicknamed God
Boy by his peers, he knew that he was called to a life in the evangelical Christian ministry. But Lee
harbored a secret: He also knew that he was gay. In this groundbreaking book, Lee recalls the
events--his coming out to his parents, his experiences with the ex-gay movement, and his in-depth
study of the Bible--that led him, eventually, to self-acceptance. But more than just a memoir, TORN
provides insightful, practical guidance for all committed Christians who wonder how to relate to gay
friends or family members--or who struggle with their own sexuality. Convinced that in a culture that
sees gays and Christians as enemies, gay Christians are in a unique position to bring peace, Lee
demonstrates that people of faith on both sides of the debate can respect, learn from, and love one
another.

why do christians hate gay people: Life Application Tyndale, 2001-08-20 1990 Gold
Medallion Award winner! The Life Application Study Bible is today's #1 selling study Bible because
it helps people see how the Scriptures are relevant to today's issues. This edition of the Life
Application Study Bible lets you enjoy the best-selling Life Application features with the
time-honored King James Version. Special Features: Thousands of Life Application notes help explain
God's Word and challenge readers to apply the truth of Scripture to life Personality profiles highlight



over 100 important Bible characters Book introductions provide vital statistics, overview, and
timeline to help readers understand the message of each book 200 thumbnail maps highlight
important Bible places and events 260 charts help explain difficult concepts and relationships
Cross-references Harmony of the Gospels built right into the text of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
Dictionary/concordance Words of Christ in red Daily reading plan Genuine leather and bonded
leather editions include gold-page edges and ribbon marker

why do christians hate gay people: Where the Light Fell Philip Yancey, 2023-03-14 In this
searing meditation on the bonds of family and the allure of extremist faith, one of today’s most
celebrated Christian writers recounts his unexpected journey from a strict fundamentalist
upbringing to a life of compassion and grace—a revelatory memoir that “invites comparison to
Hillbilly Elegy” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). “Searing, heartrending . . . This stunning tale
reminds us that the only way to keep living is to ask God for the impossible: love, forgiveness, and
hope.”—Kate Bowler, New York Times bestselling author of Everything Happens for a Reason Raised
by an impoverished widow who earned room and board as a Bible teacher in 1950s Atlanta, Philip
Yancey and his brother, Marshall, found ways to venture out beyond the confines of their
eight-foot-wide trailer. But when Yancey was in college, he uncovered a shocking secret about his
father’s death—a secret that began to illuminate the motivations that drove his mother to extreme,
often hostile religious convictions and a belief that her sons had been ordained for a divine cause.
Searching for answers, Yancey dives into his family origins, taking us on an evocative journey from
the backwoods of the Bible Belt to the bustling streets of Philadelphia; from trailer parks to church
sanctuaries; from family oddballs to fire-and-brimstone preachers and childhood awakenings
through nature, music, and literature. In time, the weight of religious and family pressure sent both
sons on opposite paths—one toward healing from the impact of what he calls a “toxic faith,” the
other into a self-destructive spiral. Where the Light Fell is a gripping family narrative set against a
turbulent time in post-World War II America, shaped by the collision of Southern fundamentalism
with the mounting pressures of the civil rights movement and Sixties-era forces of social change. In
piecing together his fragmented personal history and his search for redemption, Yancey gives
testament to the enduring power of our hunger for truth and the possibility of faith rooted in grace
instead of fear. “I truly believe this is the one book I was put on earth to write,” says Yancey. “So
many of the strands from my childhood—racial hostility, political division, culture wars—have
resurfaced in modern form. Looking back points me forward.”

why do christians hate gay people: Gay and Catholic Eve Tushnet, 2014-10-20 Winner of a
2015 Catholic Press Award: Gender Issues Category (First Place). In this first book from an openly
lesbian and celibate Catholic, widely published writer and blogger Eve Tushnet recounts her
spiritual and intellectual journey from liberal atheism to faithful Catholicism and shows how gay
Catholics can love and be loved while adhering to Church teaching. Eve Tushnet was among the
unlikeliest of converts. The only child of two atheist academics, Tushnet was a typical Yale
undergraduate until the day she went out to poke fun at a gathering of philosophical debaters, who
happened also to be Catholic. Instead of enjoying mocking what she termed the “zoo animals,” she
found herself engaged in intellectual conversation with them and, in a move that surprised even her,
she soon converted to Catholicism. Already self-identifying as a lesbian, Tushnet searched for a third
way in the seeming two-option system available to gay Catholics: reject Church teaching on
homosexuality or reject the truth of your sexuality. Gay and Catholic: Accepting My Sexuality,
Finding Community, Living My Faith is the fruit of Tushnet’s searching: what she learned in
studying Christian history and theology and her articulation of how gay Catholics can pour their love
and need for connection into friendships, community, service, and artistic creation.

why do christians hate gay people: Why Celibacy?: Reclaiming the Fatherhood of the Priest
Fr. Carter Griffin, 2019-07-01 “The Church today demands a profound renewal of celibate
priesthood and the fatherhood to which it is ordered.” Priestly celibacy, some say, is an outdated
relic from another age. Others see it as a lonely way of life. But as Fr. Carter Griffin argues in Why
Celibacy?: Reclaiming the Fatherhood of the Priest, the ancient practice of celibacy, when lived well,



helps a priest exercise his spiritual fatherhood joyfully and fruitfully. Along the way, Griffin explores:
the question of optional celibacy some pitfalls of celibate paternity the selection and formation of
candidates for celibate priesthood why biological fathers are also called to spiritual fatherhood the
powerful impact of celibacy on the Church and the wider culture In a critical moment for the
Catholic priesthood, Fr. Griffin brings light and hope with a new perspective on the Church’s
perennial wisdom on celibacy.

why do christians hate gay people: Deuteronomy Edward J. Woods, 2016-03-02 An all-new,
replacement volume in the classic Tyndale Commentary series! Delivered on the verge of Israel's
entry into the land of Canaan, Deuteronomy has been described as a book on the boundary. Edward
J. Woods underscores the book's demand that Israel make its words the interpreter of their life story
in the land beyond the Jordan.

why do christians hate gay people: Out of a Far Country Christopher Yuan, Angela Yuan,
2011-05-03 Over 100,000 copies sold! Coming Out, Then Coming Home Christopher Yuan, the son of
Chinese immigrants, discovered at an early age that he was different. He was attracted to other
boys. As he grew into adulthood, his mother, Angela, hoped to control the situation. Instead, she
found that her son and her life were spiraling out of control—and her own personal demons were
determined to defeat her. Years of heartbreak, confusion, and prayer followed before the Yuans
found a place of complete surrender, which is God’s desire for all families. Their amazing story, told
from the perspectives of both mother and son, offers hope for anyone affected by homosexuality.
God calls all who are lost to come home to him. Casting a compelling vision for holy sexuality, Out of
a Far Country speaks to prodigals, parents of prodigals, and those wanting to minister to the gay
community. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him.” - Luke 15:20 Includes a discussion guide for personal reflection
and group use.

why do christians hate gay people: Surprised by Joy C. S. Lewis, 2017-02-14 A repackaged
edition of the revered author’s spiritual memoir, in which he recounts the story of his divine journey
and eventual conversion to Christianity. C. S. Lewis—the great British writer, scholar, lay
theologian, broadcaster, Christian apologist, and bestselling author of Mere Christianity, The
Screwtape Letters, The Great Divorce, The Chronicles of Narnia, and many other beloved
classics—takes readers on a spiritual journey through his early life and eventual embrace of the
Christian faith. Lewis begins with his childhood in Belfast, surveys his boarding school years and his
youthful atheism in England, reflects on his experience in World War I, and ends at Oxford, where he
became the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England. As he recounts his lifelong search
for joy, Lewis demonstrates its role in guiding him to find God.

why do christians hate gay people: People to Be Loved Preston Sprinkle, 2015-12-08
Christians who are confused by the homosexuality debate raging in the US are looking for resources
that are based solidly on a deep study of what Scripture says about the issue. In People to Be Loved,
Preston Sprinkle challenges those on all sides of the debate to consider what the Bible says and how
we should approach the topic of homosexuality in light of it. In a manner that appeals to a scholarly
and lay-audience alike, Preston takes on difficult questions such as how should the church treat
people struggling with same-sex attraction? Is same-sex attraction a product of biological or societal
factors or both? How should the church think about larger cultural issues, such as gay marriage, gay
pride, and whether intolerance over LGBT amounts to racism? How (or if) Christians should do
business with LGBT persons and supportive companies? Simply saying that the Bible condemns
homosexuality is not accurate, nor is it enough to end the debate. Those holding a traditional view
still struggle to reconcile the Bible’s prohibition of same-sex attraction with the message of radical,
unconditional grace. This book meets that need.

why do christians hate gay people: The Hedonism and Homosexuality of John Piper and Sam
Allberry Enoch Burke, 2020-08

why do christians hate gay people: The Love Hypothesis Ali Hazelwood, 2021-09-14 The
Instant New York Times Bestseller and TikTok Sensation! As seen on THE VIEW! A BuzzFeed Best



Summer Read of 2021 When a fake relationship between scientists meets the irresistible force of
attraction, it throws one woman's carefully calculated theories on love into chaos. As a third-year
Ph.D. candidate, Olive Smith doesn't believe in lasting romantic relationships--but her best friend
does, and that's what got her into this situation. Convincing Anh that Olive is dating and well on her
way to a happily ever after was always going to take more than hand-wavy Jedi mind tricks:
Scientists require proof. So, like any self-respecting biologist, Olive panics and kisses the first man
she sees. That man is none other than Adam Carlsen, a young hotshot professor--and well-known ass.
Which is why Olive is positively floored when Stanford's reigning lab tyrant agrees to keep her
charade a secret and be her fake boyfriend. But when a big science conference goes haywire,
putting Olive's career on the Bunsen burner, Adam surprises her again with his unyielding support
and even more unyielding...six-pack abs. Suddenly their little experiment feels dangerously close to
combustion. And Olive discovers that the only thing more complicated than a hypothesis on love is
putting her own heart under the microscope.

why do christians hate gay people: Why Evolution is True Jerry A. Coyne, 2010-01-14 For all
the discussion in the media about creationism and 'Intelligent Design', virtually nothing has been
said about the evidence in question - the evidence for evolution by natural selection. Yet, as this
succinct and important book shows, that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent, and drawn from
many disparate fields of science. The very latest research is uncovering a stream of evidence
revealing evolution in action - from the actual observation of a species splitting into two, to new
fossil discoveries, to the deciphering of the evidence stored in our genome. Why Evolution is True
weaves together the many threads of modern work in genetics, palaeontology, geology, molecular
biology, anatomy, and development to demonstrate the 'indelible stamp' of the processes first
proposed by Darwin. It is a crisp, lucid, and accessible statement that will leave no one with an open
mind in any doubt about the truth of evolution.

why do christians hate gay people: Heavy Burdens Bridget Eileen Rivera, 2021-10-26
Religious faith reduces the risk of suicide for virtually every American demographic except one:
LGBTQ people. Generations of LGBTQ people have been alienated or condemned by Christian
communities. It's past time that Christians confronted the ongoing and devastating effects of this
legacy. Many LGBTQ people face overwhelming challenges in navigating faith, gender, and
sexuality. Christian communities that uphold the traditional sexual ethic often unwittingly make the
path more difficult through unexamined attitudes and practices. Drawing on her sociological
training and her leadership in the Side B/Revoice conversation, Bridget Eileen Rivera, who founded
the popular website Meditations of a Traveling Nun, speaks to the pain of LGBTQ Christians and
helps churches develop a better pastoral approach. Rivera calls to mind Jesus's woe to religious
leaders: They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they
themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them (Matt. 23:4). Heavy Burdens provides an
honest account of seven ways LGBTQ people experience discrimination in the church, helping
Christians grapple with hard realities and empowering churches across the theological spectrum to
navigate better paths forward.

why do christians hate gay people: What's So Amazing About Grace? Revised and
Updated Philip Yancey, 2023-10-03 OVER TWO MILLION COPIES SOLD! It's the most powerful
force in the universe, our only hope for love and forgiveness, and a foretaste of eternal life: amazing,
radical, life-changing grace. Millions of lives have been changed by award-winning author Philip
Yancey's startling exploration of grace at street level. Grace is the one thing the world can't
duplicate, the healing force we need, and the key to transforming a broken world. In this revised and
updated edition of his personal and provocative book, Yancey offers true portraits of grace's
life-changing power. These stories, set in the midst of life's stark realities, evoke such questions as:
If grace is God's love for the undeserving, how do I get it? How well are we dispensing grace to a
world that knows far more of strife and unforgiveness than it does of mercy? Can grace make a
difference in the midst of such atrocities as the Nazi holocaust, and how can it withstand the
brutality of hate? With powerful stories, rich theology, and practical suggestions, Yancey challenges




us to become living answers to a world that desperately needs to know, What's So Amazing About
Grace?

why do christians hate gay people: Culture Shock Chip Ingram, 2014-08-05 We live in a
reactionary culture where divisive issues arise, people on either side throw stones, and everyone
ends up more entrenched in their opinions than in reaching common ground--or even exhibiting
common courtesy! If there ever was a time for Christians to understand and communicate God's
truth about controversial and polarizing issues, it is now. Believers must develop convictions based
on research, reason, and biblical truth--and be able (and willing) to communicate these convictions
with a love and respect that reflects God's own heart. In Culture Shock, bestselling author, pastor,
and radio personality Chip Ingram shows readers how they can bring light rather than heat to the
most controversial and divisive issues of our day. Covering topics such as right and wrong, sex,
homosexuality, abortion, politics, and the environment, Culture Shock is every engaged believer's
must-have guidebook to replacing reactionary hate with revolutionary love.

why do christians hate gay people: Gay Christian 101 Richard G. Brentlinger, 2007

why do christians hate gay people: Gay Girl, Good God Jackie Hill Perry, 2018-09-03 “I used
to be a lesbian.” In Gay Girl, Good God, author Jackie Hill Perry shares her own story, offering
practical tools that helped her in the process of finding wholeness. Jackie grew up fatherless and
experienced gender confusion. She embraced masculinity and homosexuality with every fiber of her
being. She knew that Christians had a lot to say about all of the above. But was she supposed to
change herself? How was she supposed to stop loving women, when homosexuality felt more natural
to her than heterosexuality ever could? At age nineteen, Jackie came face-to-face with what it meant
to be made new. And not in a church, or through contact with Christians. God broke in and turned
her heart toward Him right in her own bedroom in light of His gospel. Read in order to understand.
Read in order to hope. Or read in order, like Jackie, to be made new.

why do christians hate gay people: The Bible, Christianity, & Homosexuality Justin R.
Cannon, 2008-07-14 There are many commendable books on the Bible and homosexuality which
span anywhere from a hundred to several hundred pages in length. For the curious, such books can
sometimes be inaccessible or more than they really want to read. The Bible, Christianity, &
Homosexuality is a concise yet profound analysis of the Bible verses often misused to condemn gay
and lesbian Christians. This study was written to be accessible to all, indeed, something family
members and friends of gay and lesbian Christians might actually take the time to read. The Los
Angeles Times describes this work as an illuminating...analysis that argues the Bible doesn't
condemn faithful gay relationships. (McGough, 7/18/05).

why do christians hate gay people: A Letter to My Congregation, Second Edition Ken Wilson,
2016-05-20 “A breakthrough work coming from the heart of evangelical Christianity,” writes
theologian David Gushee. “Wilson shows how God has led him on a journey toward a rethinking of
what the fully authoritative and inspired Bible ought to be taken to mean in the life of the church
today.” “This book ... will shape what the church becomes,” writes anthropologist Tanya Luhrmann.
“One of the most exquisite, painful, candid, brilliant pieces ... that I have ever seen,” writes Christian
author Phyllis Tickle. The second edition contains expanded material.

why do christians hate gay people: Still Time to Care Greg Johnson, 2021-12-07 At the start
of the gay rights movement in 1969, evangelicalism's leading voices cast a vision for gay people who
turn to Jesus. It was C.S. Lewis, Billy Graham, Francis Schaeffer and John Stott who were among the
most respected leaders within theologically orthodox Protestantism. We see with them a positive
pastoral approach toward gay people, an approach that viewed homosexuality as a fallen condition
experienced by some Christians who needed care more than cure. With the birth and rise of the
ex-gay movement, the focus shifted from care to cure. As a result, there are an estimated 700,000
people alive today who underwent conversion therapy in the United States alone. Many of these
patients were treated by faith-based, testimony-driven parachurch ministries centered on the ex-gay
script. Despite the best of intentions, the movement ended with very troubling results. Yet the ex-gay
movement died not because it had the wrong sex ethic. It died because it was founded on a practice




that diminished the beauty of the gospel. Yet even after the closure of the ex-gay umbrella
organization Exodus International in 2013, the ex-gay script continues to walk about as the undead
among us, pressuring people like me to say, I used to be gay, but I'm not gay anymore. Now I'm just
same-sex attracted. For orthodox Christians, the way forward is a path back to where we were forty
years ago. It is time again to focus with our Neo-Evangelical fathers on care--not cure--for our
non-straight sisters and brothers who are living lives of costly obedience to Jesus. With warmth and
humor as well as original research, Still Time to Care will chart the path forward for our churches
and ministries in providing care. It will provide guidance for the gay person who hears the gospel
and finds themselves smitten by the life-giving call of Jesus. Woven throughout the book will be
Richard Lovelace’s 1978 call for a double repentance in which gay Christians repent of their
homosexual sins and the church repents of its homophobia--putting on display for all the power of
the gospel.

why do christians hate gay people: Queer Virtue The Reverend Elizabeth M. Edman,
2017-05-23 LGBTQ people are a gift to the Church and have the potential to revitalize Christianity.
As an openly lesbian Episcopal priest and professional advocate for LGBTQ justice, the Reverend
Elizabeth Edman has spent her career grappling with the core tenets of her faith. After deep
reflection on her tradition, Edman is struck by the realization that her queer identity has taught her
more about how to be a good Christian than the church. In Queer Virtue, Edman posits that
Christianity, at its scriptural core, incessantly challenges its adherents to rupture false binaries, to
“queer” lines that pit people against one another. Thus, Edman asserts that Christianity, far from
being hostile to queer people, is itself inherently queer. Arguing from the heart of scripture, she
reveals how queering Christianity—that is, disrupting simplistic ways of thinking about self and
other—can illuminate contemporary Christian faith. Pushing well past the notion that “Christian love
= tolerance,” Edman offers a bold alternative: the recognition that queer people can help Christians
better understand their fundamental calling and the creation of sacred space where LGBTQ
Christians are seen as gifts to the church. By bringing queer ethics and Christian theology into
conversation, Edman also shows how the realities of queer life demand a lived response of high
moral caliber—one that resonates with the ethical path laid down by Christianity. Lively and
impassioned, Edman proposes that queer experience be celebrated as inherently valuable, ethically
virtuous, and illuminating the sacred. A rich and nuanced exploration, Queer Virtue mines the
depths of Christianity’s history, mission, and core theological premises to call all Christians to a
more authentic and robust understanding of their faith.

why do christians hate gay people: Holy Homosexuals Michael S. Piazza, 1997 Yes, you can
be gay or lesbian and Christian! What does it mean for lesbian and gay people that Jesus was
tempted like we are in every way? Fundamentalists have created God in their image. What if God
has qualities other than being right wing, upper middle class, white, male? Rev. Piazza challenges us
to look at God from a different angle--Page [4] of cover.
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