Utah History Transcendent

Utah History: Transcendent Tales of a Unique
Landscape

Utah's history isn't just a collection of dates and names; it's a transcendent narrative woven into the
very fabric of its dramatic landscape. From ancient Ancestral Puebloan cliff dwellings to the
tumultuous arrival of pioneers and the rise of a modern state, Utah's story is one of resilience,
innovation, and a profound connection to the land. This post delves into the key moments that
shaped Utah, exploring its transcendent aspects and offering a richer understanding of this
fascinating state. We'll journey through time, examining the cultural clashes, technological
advancements, and environmental challenges that have defined Utah's unique identity.

Ancient Echoes: The Legacy of the Ancestral Puebloans
(700-1300 CE)

Long before European explorers set foot in the region, the Ancestral Puebloans (formerly known as
Anasazi) thrived in Utah's canyons and mesas. Their sophisticated agricultural practices,
breathtaking cliff dwellings like those at Mesa Verde (though technically in Colorado, their influence
extends significantly into Utah), and intricate artistry offer a powerful testament to human ingenuity
and adaptation to a challenging environment. These ancient inhabitants left behind not just
structures, but a cultural legacy that resonates even today, influencing our understanding of
sustainable living and community building in harsh landscapes. Their mastery of water management
and their ability to create thriving settlements in seemingly inhospitable locations stand as a
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testament to their ingenuity and resilience. Their spiritual connection to the land is also palpable in
the remnants of their dwellings and ceremonial sites. Understanding their history is essential to fully
appreciating the depth and complexity of Utah's past.

The Mormon Pioneer Exodus: A Journey of Faith and
Perseverance (1847-1869)

The arrival of the Mormon pioneers in 1847 marked a pivotal moment in Utah's history. Driven by
religious persecution and the search for a promised land, these courageous individuals embarked on
an arduous journey across the American West, transforming the arid landscape into thriving
communities through sheer determination and collaborative effort. Their commitment to building a
utopian society, their innovative irrigation systems, and their strong community bonds all shaped the
social and political fabric of the state. Their story transcends a simple tale of westward expansion;
it's a testament to the power of faith, community, and human resilience in the face of adversity. The
enduring legacy of the Mormon pioneers continues to influence Utah's culture, politics, and social
values.

Conflict and Compromise: Shaping a State's Identity
(1850-1900)

The period following the arrival of the Mormons wasn't without its challenges. Tensions with the
federal government, conflicts with Native American tribes, and internal disputes within the Mormon
community shaped the early years of statehood. The struggle for statehood itself was a long and
arduous process, reflecting the complex political dynamics of the time. The eventual establishment
of Utah as a state in 1896 marked a significant milestone, but the journey towards full integration
into the American nation involved compromise, negotiation, and a continued adaptation to the
broader context of national politics. This period, fraught with challenges and conflicts, nevertheless
played a critical role in forging the unique character of modern Utah.

The 20th Century and Beyond: Growth, Change, and
Environmental Challenges

The 20th century witnessed explosive growth in Utah, driven by factors such as the discovery of
natural resources, the development of infrastructure, and the expansion of tourism. This growth,
however, came with its own set of challenges, including rapid urbanization, environmental concerns,
and the need for sustainable resource management. The delicate balance between economic
development and environmental protection continues to be a central theme in Utah's story,
reflecting the complexities of modern life in a state that boasts both breathtaking natural beauty and



a rapidly growing population. The ongoing dialogue surrounding environmental stewardship
underscores the continuing evolution of Utah's identity and its relationship with its environment.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Resilience and Innovation

Utah's history is a transcendent narrative of human resilience, adaptation, and innovation. From the
ancient Puebloans to the modern-day inhabitants, the state's story is one of enduring connection to
the land and a remarkable capacity to overcome challenges. Understanding this history provides a
deeper appreciation for the unique cultural landscape, the political complexities, and the ongoing
environmental concerns that shape Utah today. Its past continues to inform its present, shaping its
identity and influencing its future.

FAQs:

1. What are some of the most significant archaeological sites in Utah relating to the Ancestral
Puebloans? Besides sites that spill over from Colorado such as Mesa Verde, significant sites within
Utah include the Newspaper Rock State Historical Monument, featuring petroglyphs, and the
Hovenweep National Monument, showcasing impressive cliff dwellings.

2. How did the Mormon pioneers' irrigation systems impact the development of Utah? Their
innovative and collaborative approach to water management transformed arid land into productive
farmland, enabling the growth of settlements and the eventual development of a thriving
agricultural sector. These systems were crucial to the survival and growth of the early settlements.

3. What were the major conflicts between the Mormons and the federal government? These conflicts
stemmed from disagreements over polygamy, land ownership, and the perceived autonomy of the
Mormon community. These tensions ultimately led to prolonged periods of conflict and negotiation
before Utah gained statehood.

4. How has the growth of tourism impacted Utah's environment? While tourism brings economic
benefits, it also puts pressure on natural resources and can lead to environmental degradation.
Balancing tourism development with conservation efforts remains a critical challenge for the state.

5. What are some key contemporary issues facing Utah today? Contemporary challenges include
issues of rapid population growth, water scarcity, air quality, and the ongoing debate surrounding
land use and conservation in the face of expanding urban development.

utah history transcendent: The Turn to Transcendence Glenn W. Olsen, 2012-07-30



“Phenomenal . . . A must read for us who desire to topple the dictatorship of relativism and culture
of death and replace it with the only alternative” (The Imaginative Conservative). Especially
concerned with the public nature of religion, historian Glenn W. Olsen—author of Christian
Marriage: A Historical Study and On the Road to Emmaus: The Catholic Dialogue with American and
Modernity—sets forth an exhaustively researched and persuasive account of how religion has been
reshaped in the modern period. The Turn to Transcendence traces both the loss of transcendence
and attempts to recover it while making its own proposals. Neither reactionary nor modernist, it
questions how—under conditions of modern life—some form of the sacred and some form of the
secular might both flourish at the same time. But it also provides a warning that a religion unable to
maintain itself with its own overt architecture, language, and calendars against an enveloping
secular culture is destined for oblivion. “Glenn Olsen’s book could hardly be more pivotal or
insightful. Confronting the growing amnesia regarding culture’s religious origin and transcendent
purpose, Olsen proves both a masterful cartographer of modernity and a visionary of a culture that
encourages and enables us to seek beyond ourselves.” —Carl A. Anderson, Supreme Knight of the
Knights of Columbus “A brilliant book. It rests on an amazing amount of scholarship that is
wide-ranging in history, literature, art, science, music, theology, and philosophy.” —James
Hitchcock, professor of history, St. Louis University

utah history transcendent: A History of Southern Utah and Its National Parks Angus
Munn Woodbury, 2012-09-01 Utah State Historical Society, V12, No. 3-4, July-October, 1944.

utah history transcendent: Utah Historians and the Reconstruction of Western History
Gary Topping, 2003 Among historians of Utah and the American West, few names have greater
resonance than Bernard DeVoto, Dale Morgan, Juanita Brooks, Wallace Stegner, and Fawn Brodie.
Each of these writers made enduring contributions not only to our knowledge of the American West
but also to our view of the region and its history. In many ways their writing set the standard for
scholarship and interpretation, and their influence is still felt today. Yet they were not flawless. As
Gary Topping explains in this, the first comprehensive appraisal of their work, each had serious
shortcomings. DeVoto and Stegner, master storytellers, distorted their histories with excessive use
of literary and artistic techniques; Morgan, the thorough researcher, failed to see larger contexts
and interpretive possibilities; Brooks, courageous in finding damning new information on the
Mountain Meadows massacre, stopped short of drawing conclusions that might alienate her from
her fellow Mormons; and Brodie, psychobiographer extraordinaire, nonetheless succumbed to
reading too much into the lives of her subjects based on her own emotions and conflicts. All five
writers experienced Mormon Utah in the formative stages of their lives and, whether they wanted to
or not, fashioned their work on the American West under that indelible influence. Topping shows
ultimately how, despite weaknesses, each created exemplary models of diligent research and
narrative elegance while establishing new traditions in western historical scholarship.

utah history transcendent: Utah Art, Utah Artists Vern G. Swanson, Robert S. Olpin, Donna
L. Poulton, 2001 Utah Art, Utah Artists surveys 150 years of the extraordinary talent and
achievements of Utah artists. This overview ranges from the sublime paintings of a resourceful
ranching woman to the polished work of artists trained in Paris, Rome, and New York. It highlights
the rural and the cosmopolitan, the traditional and the modern, the concrete and the transcendent
that encompass Utah art. This sweeping exhibition showcases 300 works of art by 220 artists
painstakingly compiled from a list of 10,000 Utah artists. Selection was made in light of five
considerations: quality of the work; critical acclaim and professional success of the artist; belated
but deserved recognition of the artist; young emerging artists who are the future of art in Utah; and
a representative sampling of periods, styles, mediums and geographic regions of the state. One
hundred twenty of the artworks are reproduced in rich color, most illustrated for the first time.
Selected works and biographical material on the artists are presented chronologically, providing a
perspective on Utah art that will make this volume an essential reference for collectors, scholars,
and enthusiasts of Utah art. Vern G. Swanson, Ph.D., has been the director of the Springville
Museum of Art since 1980. He has written numerous books and articles and he is coauthor with Drs.



R. S. Olpin and W. C. Seifrit of Utah Art, Utah Painting and Sculpture, and Utah Arts. Robert S.
Olpin, Ph.D., a University of Utah Professor of Art History, has become a familiar face on his
eighteen-part television course on the Art Life in Utah series. He has acted as a consultant to such
organizations as the National Gallery and Vose Galleries. Donna L. Poulton, Ph.D., is the Assistant
Curator of Exhibitions at the Springville Museum if Art. For the past three years she has been
documenting and chronicling, on film, the lives and works of Utah artists. Janie L. Rogers, M.A.,
wrote her master's thesis on Utah architecture. Rogers is a founding member of the Associated Art
Historians, Inc., Salt Lake City.

utah history transcendent: History of Utah Orson Ferguson Whitney, 1893

utah history transcendent: The Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine , 1916

utah history transcendent: Utah Dean L. May, 1987 History belongs to the people, Dean May
reminds us, and must ultimately be accessible all. Based on his award-winning television series,
Utah: A People's History provides a sweeping view of the state's past. From prehistory to present,
May explains Utah as it is today and its promise for the future. The video series upon which this
book is based is no longer available for sale.

utah history transcendent: Utah Historical Quarterly ]. Cecil Alter, 2000

utah history transcendent: Refuge Terry Tempest Williams, 1992-09-01 In the spring of 1983
Terry Tempest Williams learned that her mother was dying of cancer. That same season, The Great
Salt Lake began to rise to record heights, threatening the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge and the
herons, owls, and snowy egrets that Williams, a poet and naturalist, had come to gauge her life by.
One event was nature at its most random, the other a by-product of rogue technology: Terry's
mother, and Terry herself, had been exposed to the fallout of atomic bomb tests in the 1950s. As it
interweaves these narratives of dying and accommodation, Refuge transforms tragedy into a
document of renewal and spiritual grace, resulting in a work that has become a classic.

utah history transcendent: Vision in the Desert Herman Du Toit, 2000-05

utah history transcendent: History of Utah Hubert Howe Bancroft, 1890

utah history transcendent: The New Larned History for Ready Reference, Reading and
Research Josephus Nelson Larned, 1924

utah history transcendent: Techniques for Incorporating Historic Preservation
Objectives Into the Highway Planning Process , 1972

utah history transcendent: Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Philosophy Muhammad Kamal,
2016-04-22 Sadradin Shirazi (1571-1640), known also as Mulla Sadra, spoke of the primacy of Being
and promoted a new ontology, founding a new epistemology. Mulla Sadra's ontology is an important
philosophical turn and contribution to the understanding of the development of Muslim philosophy
and thought. This comprehensive study of Mulla Sadra's philosophical thought explores his
departure from tradition; his turn to the doctrine of the primacy of Being; the dynamic
characteristics of Being and the concept of substantial change; comparisons with Heidegger's
fundamental ontology; and the influence of Mulla Sadra's ontology on subsequent Muslim
philosophy. Of particular value to students of philosophy, Islamic and Middle Eastern studies,
philosophy of religion, and general readers who seek to understand Muslim philosophy, this book
explores the significance of the doctrine of Mulla Sadra and its impact on subsequent debates in the
Muslim world.

utah history transcendent: Cosplay: A History Andrew Liptak, 2022-06-28 This look at the
colorful and complex history of cosplay and fandom fashion examines the relationship between
franchises and the cosplayers they inspire and the technology that helps bring the details of
costumes to life.

utah history transcendent: History of Salt Lake City Edward William Tullidge, 1886

utah history transcendent: Mormon Historical Studies , 2007

utah history transcendent: The Bulletin of the State Historical and Natural History Society of
Colorado State Historical and Natural History Society of Colorado, 1920

utah history transcendent: The Catholic Church it Utah William Richard Harris, 1909




utah history transcendent: The Journal of Southern History Wendell Holmes Stephenson,
1943 Includes section Book reviews.

utah history transcendent: The Bear River Massacre Darren Parry, 2019-11-29 A history of
the Bear River Massacre by the current Chief of the Northwestern Shoshone Band.

utah history transcendent: The Science of Abolition Eric Herschthal, 2021-05-25 A
revealing look at how antislavery scientists and Black and white abolitionists used scientific ideas to
discredit slaveholders In the context of slavery, science is usually associated with slaveholders’
scientific justifications of racism. But abolitionists were equally adept at using scientific ideas to
discredit slaveholders. Looking beyond the science of race, The Science of Abolition shows how
Black and white scientists and abolitionists drew upon a host of scientific disciplines—from
chemistry, botany, and geology, to medicine and technology—to portray slaveholders as the enemies
of progress. From the 1770s through the 1860s, scientists and abolitionists in Britain and the United
States argued that slavery stood in the way of scientific progress, blinded slaveholders to scientific
evidence, and prevented enslavers from adopting labor-saving technologies that might eradicate
enslaved labor. While historians increasingly highlight slavery’s centrality to the modern world,
fueling the rise of capitalism, science, and technology, few have asked where the myth of slavery’s
backwardness comes from in the first place. This book contends that by routinely portraying
slaveholders as the enemies of science, abolitionists and scientists helped generate that myth.

utah history transcendent: Transcendent Wisdom of the Maya Gabriela Jurosz-Landa,
2019-03-26 An initiate’s inside account of ancient Maya spiritual practices alive today ¢ Includes a
Foreword by José Luis Tigiiild NABE kaxbaltzij, spokesperson of the Maya municipality * Details the
initiation process the author went through to become a Maya shaman-priestess, including rituals,
prayers, and ceremonies * Explains the foundational spiritual wisdom of the Maya calendar as a
living entity, its cycles of time, and the significance of “the counting of the days”, which helps keep
time itself alive * Examines the power of dance and Maya ceremonies, Maya future-telling, and
communication with ancestors through the sacred fire Offering an insider’s experiential account of
ancient Maya spiritual wisdom and practices, initiated Maya shaman-priestess Gabriela Jurosz-Landa
opens up the mysterious world of the Maya, dispelling the rampant misinformation about their
beliefs and traditions, sharing the transcendent beauty of their ceremonies, and explaining the Maya
understanding of time, foundational to their spiritual worldview and cosmology. The author, an
anthropologist, details the initiation process she went through to become a Maya shaman-priestess
in Guatemala, including rituals, prayers, the presence of numinous forces, and the transmission of
sacred knowledge. She explains the spiritual wisdom of the Maya calendar as a living entity, its
cycles of time, and the significance of “the counting of the days,” which helps keep time itself alive.
She examines Maya spiritual and cosmological concepts such as how the universe is shaped like a
triangle over a square. She reveals the profound power of dance in Maya tradition, explaining how
ritual dance halts the flow of time, reactivates primordial events, and captures vital energies that
keep the Maya spiritual tradition vital and alive. Exploring other Maya secret knowledge, she also
details Maya ritual attire, Maya future-telling with the calendar, the reading of the Tzi'te beans, and
how the Maya communicate with ancestors through the sacred fire. Illustrating how contemporary
Maya life is suffused with spiritual tradition and celebration, the author shares the teachings of the
Maya from her initiate and anthropologist point of view in order to help us all learn from the ancient
wisdom of their beliefs and worldview. Because, to truly understand the Maya, one must think like
the Maya.

utah history transcendent: History of the Catholic Church James Hitchcock, 2012-01-01 A
comprehensive history of the Catholic Church from its beginnings in Jesus' ministry to its current
status in an increasingly secular world.

utah history transcendent: Reclamation, Managing Water in the West, The Bureau of
Reclamation: History Essays from the Centennial Symposium, Volume 2, 2008, *, 2009

utah history transcendent: The Religious, Social, and Political History of the Mormons, Or
Latter-Day Saints ... [By Charles Mackay.] Containing ... Memoirs of ... Joseph Smith. Edited, with




Important Additions, by Samuel M. Smucker , 1856

utah history transcendent: Utah in the Twentieth Century Brian Q. Cannon, Jessie Embry,
2009-06-15 The twentieth could easily be Utah’s most interesting, complex century, yet popular
ideas of what is history seem mired in the nineteenth. One reason may be the lack of readily
available writing on more recent Utah history. This collection of essays shifts historical focus
forward to the twentieth, which began and ended with questions of Utah’s fit with the rest of the
nation. In between was an extended period of getting acquainted in an uneasy but necessary
marriage, which was complicated by the push of economic development and pull of traditional
culture, demand for natural resources from a fragile and scenic environment, and questions of who
governs and how, who gets a vote, and who controls what is done on and to the contested public
lands. Outside trade and a tourist economy increasingly challenged and fed an insular society.
Activists left and right declaimed constitutional liberties while Utah’s Native Americans become the
last enfranchised in the nation. Proud contributions to national wars contrasted with denial of deep
dependence on federal money; the skepticism of provocative writers, with boosters eager for growth;
and reflexive patriotism somehow bonded to ingrained distrust of federal government.

utah history transcendent: The Peoples of Utah Utah State Historical Society, 1976
Contains histories of some of the minorities in Utah.

utah history transcendent: The Rocky Mountain Saints Thomas B. H. Stenhouse, 1904

utah history transcendent: The Religious, Social, and Political History of the Mormons,
Or Latter-day Saints, from Their Origin to the Present Time Henry Mayhew, 1856

utah history transcendent: Mormon Visual Culture and the American West Nathan Rees,
2021-03-17 This book explores the place of art in Latter-day Saint society during the first 50 years of
the Utah settlement, beginning in 1847. Nathan Rees uncovers the critical role that images played in
nineteenth-century Mormon religion, politics, and social practice. These artists not only represented,
but actively participated in debates about theology, politics, race, gender, and sexuality at a time
when Latter-day Saints were grappling with evolving doctrine, conflict with Native Americans, and
political turmoil resulting from their practice of polygamy. The book makes an important
contribution to art history, Mormon studies, American studies, and religious studies.

utah history transcendent: Monolithic Undertow Harry Sword, 2022-04-19 An inspired and
intuitive navigation of the drone continuum . . . with a compass firmly set to new and enlightening
psychedelic truths-- BECK In 1977 Sniffin' Glue verbalised the musical zeitgeist with their infamous
'this is a chord; this is another; now form a band' illustration. The drone requires neither chord nor
band, representing - via its infinite pliability and accessibility - the ultimate folk music: a potent
audio tool of personal liberation. Immersion in hypnotic and repetitive sounds allows us to step
outside of ourselves, be it chant, a 120dB beasting from Sunn 0))), standing front of the system as
Jah Shaka drops a fresh dub or going full headphone immersion with Hawkwind. These experiences
are akin to an audio portal - a sound Tardis to silence the hum and fizz of the unceasing inner voice.
The drone exists outside of us, but also - paradoxically - within us all; an aural expression of a
universal hum we can only hope to fleetingly channel. Monolithic Undertow is the definitive text to
explore the music of drone and its related genres. Exhaustively researched this tome will not leave
music fans interested in drone, doom, metal, and folk music unsatisfied.

utah history transcendent: The Biology of Transcendence Joseph Chilton Pearce,
2004-08-16 Uses new research about the brain to explore how we can transcend our current
physical and cultural limitations ¢ Reveals that transcendence of current modes of existence
requires the dynamic interaction of our fourth and fifth brains (intellect and intelligence) ¢ Explores
the idea that Jesus, Lao-tzu, and other great beings in history are models of nature’s possibility and
our ability to achieve transcendence ¢ 17,000 sold in hardcover since April 2002 Why do we seem
stuck in a culture of violence and injustice? How is it that we can recognize the transcendent ideal
represented by figures such as Jesus, Lao-tzu, and many others who have walked among us and yet
not seem to reach the same state? In The Biology of Transcendence Joseph Chilton Pearce examines
the current biological understanding of our neural organization to address how we can go beyond



the limitations and constraints of our current capacities of body and mind--how we can transcend.
Recent research in the neurosciences and neurocardiology identifies the four neural centers of our
brain and indicates that a fifth such center is located in the heart. This research reveals that the
evolutionary structure of our brain and its dynamic interactions with our heart are designed by
nature to reach beyond our current evolutionary capacities. We are quite literally, made to
transcend. Pearce explores how this “biological imperative” drives our life into ever-greater realms
of being--even as the “cultural imperative” of social conformity and behavior counters this genetic
heritage, blocks our transcendent capacities, and breeds violence in all its forms. The conflict
between religion and spirit is an important part of this struggle. But each of us may overthrow these
cultural imperatives to reach “unconflicted behavior,” wherein heart and mind-brain resonate in
synchronicity, opening us to levels of possibility beyond the ordinary.

utah history transcendent: Visions of Technological Transcendence James A. Herrick,
2017-03-03 This book examines key narratives animating the techno-progressive rhetoric of the
human enhancement movement, arguing that enhancement and transhumanist discourse performs a
variety of distinctly mythic functions. Principal among these is to cast a vision of a technological
future involving enhanced posthumans, immortality, human merger with machines and space
colonization.

utah history transcendent: Agnes Pelton Gilbert Vicario, 2022-04-28 Agnes Pelton became
famous for her distinctive metaphysical landscape paintings rooted in the imagery of the American
Southwest and California. Drawing chiefly on her own inspirations, superstitions, and beliefs, Pelton
manifested emotional states in the form of ethereal veils of light, jagged rock forms, shimmering
stars, and exaggerated horizons. Through these imaginary tableaus, she constructed a fantastic
world that allowed her to make sense of that which is uncontrollable, establishing for herself a new
universal order rooted in the natural world. Agnes Pelton: Desert Transcendentalist is the first
survey of this understudied painter in more than twenty-two years. Examining the artist's work in
relation to the movements of abstraction, surrealism, and art of the occult, this vibrant book sheds
light on Pelton's remarkable influence on American spiritual modernism. Exhibition Schedule Palm
Springs Art Museum Palm Springs, CA November 19, 2020-September 6, 2021

utah history transcendent: Future West William Henry Katerberg, 2008 What is the future of
the American West? This book look at works of utopian, dystopian, and apocalyptic science fiction to
show how narratives of the past and future powerfully shape our understanding of the present-day
West.

utah history transcendent: The Story of the Cathedral of the Madeleine Gary Topping, 2009

utah history transcendent: The Religious, Social, and Political History of the Mormans, Or
Latter-day Saints Henry Mayhew, 1858

utah history transcendent: Prisoner of Zion Scott Carrier, 2013-04-01 An NPR journalist’s
riveting exploration of religious fanaticism, terrorism, persecution, and confronting one’s own beliefs
in a post 9/11 world. Soon after the World Trade Center towers fell on September 11 2001, it
became clear that the United States would invade Afghanistan. Writer and This American Life
producer Scott Carrier decided to go there, too. “In a series of remarkable essays, Carrier, raised
among Mormons, noted similarities in the beliefs and practices of the Taliban and the Utah church,
stressing the fundamentalist pledge of obedience to authority, and revelations and visions from God
to a ‘Chosen people.”” Carrier needed to see and experience the Taliban for himself: who are these
fanatics, these fundamentalists? And what do they want? (Publishers Weekly). Throughout these
“engrossing stories of travel interspersed with historical vignettes and the author’s private
struggles,” Carrier writes about his adventures—sometime harrowing, sometimes humorous, and
always revealing—but also about the bigger problem. Having grown up among the resolute of the
Salt Lake City church, he argues it will never work to attack the true believers head-on. The faithful
thrive on persecution. Somehow, he thinks, we need to find a way—inside ourselves—to rise above
fear and anger (Kirkus Reviews)

utah history transcendent: The Religious, Social, and Political History of the Mormons S. M.




Schmucker, 1881
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