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Civilization and Its Discontent: Exploring the Unseen
Cracks in Progress

Are we truly happier living in our advanced civilizations? This seemingly simple question forms the
bedrock of Sigmund Freud's seminal work, Civilization and Its Discontent, and it continues to
resonate deeply today. This post delves into the complex relationship between societal progress and
individual well-being, exploring Freud's core arguments and examining their relevance in our
modern, increasingly interconnected world. We'll unpack the inherent tensions between civilization's
demands and the primal urges of the human psyche, ultimately offering a nuanced perspective on
the price we pay for progress.
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The Inescapable Tension: Civilization's Demands vs.
Human Nature

Freud's central thesis revolves around the inherent conflict between our innate aggressive and
sexual drives (the "id") and the societal restrictions necessary for a functioning civilization. He
argues that civilization, with its laws, morals, and social norms, inevitably represses these primal
instincts. This repression, however necessary for societal cohesion, generates a fundamental
discontent within the individual.

The Price of Progress: Repression and Sublimation

This repression isn't a simple suppression; it's a complex process of sublimation. Our primal desires
are redirected, channeled into socially acceptable activities like art, science, or even aggressive
sports. However, this redirection isn't always complete or satisfying. A significant portion of our
discontent stems from this constant internal struggle, the ever-present tension between our desires
and the limitations imposed by society.

The Role of Guilt and Anxiety

Civilization leverages guilt and anxiety as powerful tools to enforce conformity. The superego,
Freud's concept representing internalized societal norms and moral codes, constantly monitors our
behavior, leading to feelings of inadequacy and guilt when we deviate from accepted standards. This
internalized judge contributes significantly to our overall sense of discontent. This anxiety, born
from the fear of punishment (both social and self-imposed), is a constant companion in civilized life.

Beyond Freud: Modern Interpretations of Civilization's
Discontent

While Freud's work provides a foundational framework, the concept of “civilization and its
discontent" extends far beyond his psychoanalytic perspective. Modern interpretations consider
factors like:

The Alienation of Modern Life: A Sense of Meaninglessness

Modern society, despite its material advancements, often leaves individuals feeling alienated and



disconnected. The anonymity of large cities, the pressures of consumerism, and the relentless
pursuit of success can lead to a profound sense of meaninglessness and existential angst,
contributing significantly to the overall discontent.

The Impact of Technology and Social Media: A Double-Edged
Sword

Technology, while offering unprecedented connectivity and access to information, also contributes to
social isolation and comparison. The curated perfection presented on social media often exacerbates
feelings of inadequacy and dissatisfaction with one's own life, further fueling the discontent.

Environmental Concerns and Existential Threat: A Future in
Peril?

The looming threat of climate change and environmental degradation adds another layer of
complexity. The awareness of our collective impact on the planet generates anxiety and a sense of
helplessness, contributing to a broader feeling of unease and discontent about the future.

Finding Equilibrium: Navigating the Discontent

The question isn't whether civilization creates discontent—it undoubtedly does—but how we
navigate this inherent tension. Finding a balance between societal demands and individual
fulfillment requires a critical self-awareness and a conscious effort to cultivate meaningful
connections, pursue authentic goals, and find healthy outlets for our primal drives.

The Importance of Self-Reflection and Meaningful
Connections:

Self-awareness is crucial in understanding the origins of our discontent. Cultivating genuine
connections with others, engaging in activities that bring joy and purpose, and actively seeking
mental and emotional well-being are vital steps in mitigating the negative effects of societal
pressures.



Conclusion

Freud's Civilization and Its Discontent remains a powerfully relevant exploration of the human
condition. While technological advancements and societal shifts have reshaped the landscape, the
fundamental tension between individual desires and societal constraints persists. By understanding
this inherent conflict, we can begin to approach our lives with greater self-awareness and strive for
a more balanced and fulfilling existence, one that acknowledges the price of progress while actively
searching for meaning and purpose.

FAQs

Q1: Is Freud's theory still relevant today?

Al: Absolutely. While written decades ago, Freud's exploration of the tension between individual
desires and societal demands remains remarkably relevant in our modern context. The underlying
issues of repression, anxiety, and the search for meaning persist.

Q2: How can I personally address the discontent described by Freud?

A2: Self-reflection, therapy, mindful practices, cultivating strong relationships, pursuing meaningful
goals, and finding healthy outlets for your emotions are all crucial steps.

Q3: Does technology exacerbate or alleviate civilization's discontent?

A3: It's a double-edged sword. While technology offers connection and convenience, it can also
contribute to social isolation, unrealistic comparisons, and information overload, all of which can
fuel discontent.

Q4: Can civilization ever truly eliminate discontent?

A4: Likely not entirely. Some level of tension between individual desires and societal norms is
inherent to the human condition. The goal isn't elimination, but management and finding a healthy
balance.

Q5: What are some practical steps to improve my well-being in the face of this discontent?

A5: Prioritize self-care, engage in activities you find fulfilling, nurture meaningful relationships, limit
exposure to negative social comparisons, and seek professional help if needed.

civilization and its discontent: Civilization and Its Discontents Sigmund Freud, 1994-01-01
(Dover thrift editions).

civilization and its discontent: Civilization and Its Discontents Sigmund Freud, 1962-01-01
During the summer of 1929, Freud worked on what became this seminal volume of



twentieth-century thought.

civilization and its discontent: Civilization and its Discontents Sigmund Freud, 2004-09-02
Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see
ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have
enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives - and destroyed them.
Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose
ideas shook civilization, and helped make us who we are.

civilization and its discontent: Discontent and Its Civilizations Mohsin Hamid, 2016-02-02
Originally published in hardccover in 2015 by Riverhead Books.

civilization and its discontent: French Civilization and Its Discontents Tyler Edward
Stovall, Georges Van den Abbeele, 2003 What happens when the study of French is no longer
coterminous with the study of France? French Civilization and Its Discontents explores the ways in
which considerations of difference, especially colonialism, postcolonialism, and race, have shaped
French culture and French studies in the modern era. Rejecting traditional assimilationist notions of
French national identity, contributors to this groundbreaking volume demonstrate how literature,
history, and other aspects of what is considered French civilization have been shaped by global
processes of creolization and differentiation. This book ably demonstrates the necessity of studying
France and the Francophone world together, and of recognizing not only the presence of France in
the Francophone world but also the central place occupied by the Francophone world in world
literature and history.

civilization and its discontent: Barbarism and Its Discontents Maria Boletsi, 2013-01-30
Barbarism and civilization form one of the oldest and most rigid oppositions in Western history.
According to this dichotomy, barbarism functions as the negative standard through which civilization
fosters its self-definition and superiority by labeling others barbarians. Since the 1990s, and
especially since 9/11, these terms have become increasingly popular in Western political and
cultural rhetoric—a rhetoric that divides the world into forces of good and evil. This study intervenes
in this recent trend and interrogates contemporary and historical uses of barbarism, arguing that
barbarism also has a disruptive, insurgent potential. Boletsi recasts barbarism as a productive
concept, finding that it is a common thread in works of literature, art, and theory. By dislodging
barbarism from its conventional contexts, this book reclaims barbarism's edge and proposes it as a
useful theoretical tool.

civilization and its discontent: Postmodernity and its Discontents Zygmunt Bauman,
2013-05-20 When Freud wrote his classic Civilization and its Discontents, he was concerned with
repression. Modern civilization depends upon the constraint of impulse, the limiting of self
expression. Today, in the time of modernity, Bauman argues, Freud's analysis no longer holds good,
if it ever did. The regulation of desire turns from an irritating necessity into an assault against
individual freedom. In the postmodern era, the liberty of the individual is the overriding value, the
criterion in terms of which all social rules and regulations are assessed. Postmodernity is governed
by the 'will to happiness': the result, however, is a sacrificing of security. The most prominent
anxieties in our society today, Bauman shows, derive from the removal of security. The world is
experienced as overwhelmingly uncertain, uncontrollable and frightening. Totalitarian politics
frightened by its awesome power; the new social disorder frightens by its lack of consistency and
direction. The very pursuit of individual happiness corrupts and undermines those systems of
authority needed for a stable life. This book builds imaginatively upon Bauman's earlier
contributions to social theory. It consolidates his reputation as the interpreter of postmodernity. The
book will appeal to second-year undergraduates and above in sociology, cultural studies, philosophy
and anthropology.

civilization and its discontent: Puritanism and Its Discontents Laura Lunger Knoppers, 2003
By tracing core discontents, the essays restore the anxiety-ridden radical nature of Puritanism,
helping to account for its force in the seventeenth century and the popular and scholarly interest
that it continues to evoke. Innovative and challenging in scope and argument, the volume should be



of interest to scholars of early modern British and American history, literature, culture, and
religion.--BOOK JACKET.

civilization and its discontent: The Future of an Illusion (Deluxe Library Edition) Sigmund
Freud, 2022-12-15 First published in 1927, 'The Future of an Illusion' examines the roots of society
and religion, written by Sigmund Freud, an Austrian neurologist and the founder of psychoanalysis,
a clinical method for evaluating and treating pathologies in the psyche through dialogue between a
patient and a psychoanalyst. This is Freud's best-known and most assertive psychoanalytic
investigation of religion and is the fruition of a lifelong practice of reflection. Freud uses his
understanding of psychology to examine the roots of both civilization and religion. This takes the
form of a comprehensive essay, with Freud forming an argument throughout its chapters about the
history of religion and the part it should play in society's future. Freud wrote a number of influential
books that popularized his psychoanalytic theories, such as 'The Interpretation of Dreams' (1899)
and 'The Ego and the Id' (1923). Immorality, no less than morality, has at all times found support in
religion. -Sigmund Freud, The Future of an Illusion

civilization and its discontent: Globalization and Its Discontents Joseph E. Stiglitz,
2003-04-17 This powerful, unsettling book gives us a rare glimpse behind the closed doors of global
financial institutions by the winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize in Economics. When it was first
published, this national bestseller quickly became a touchstone in the globalization debate.
Renowned economist and Nobel Prize winner Joseph E. Stiglitz had a ringside seat for most of the
major economic events of the last decade, including stints as chairman of the Council of Economic
Advisers and chief economist at the World Bank. Particularly concerned with the plight of the
developing nations, he became increasingly disillusioned as he saw the International Monetary Fund
and other major institutions put the interests of Wall Street and the financial community ahead of
the poorer nations. Those seeking to understand why globalization has engendered the hostility of
protesters in Seattle and Genoa will find the reasons here. While this book includes no simple
formula on how to make globalization work, Stiglitz provides a reform agenda that will provoke
debate for years to come. Rarely do we get such an insider's analysis of the major institutions of
globalization as in this penetrating book. With a new foreword for this paperback edition.

civilization and its discontent: Modern Classics Civilization and Its Discontent Sigmund
Freud, 2002-04-30 In what remains one of his most seminal papers, Freud considers the
incompatibility of civilisation and individual happiness, and the tensions between the claims of
society and the individual. We all know that living in civilised groups means sacrificing a degree of
personal interest, but couldn't you argue that it in fact creates the conditions for our happiness?
Freud explores the arguments and counter-arguments surrounding this proposition, focusing on
what he perceives to be one of society's greatest dangers; 'civilised' sexual morality. After all,
doesn't repression of sexuality deeply affect people and compromise their chances of happiness?

civilization and its discontent: Only a Joke Can Save Us Todd McGowan, 2017-09-15 Only a
Joke Can Save Us presents an innovative and comprehensive theory of comedy. Using a wealth of
examples from high and popular culture and with careful attention to the treatment of humor in
philosophy, Todd McGowan locates the universal source of comedy in the interplay of the opposing
concepts lack and excess. After reviewing the treatment of comedy in the work of philosophers as
varied as Aristotle, G. W. F. Hegel, Sigmund Freud, Henri Bergson, and Alenka Zupancic, McGowan,
working in a psychoanalytic framework, demonstrates that comedy results from the deployment of
lack and excess, whether in contrast, juxtaposition, or interplay. [llustrating the power and flexibility
of this framework with analyses of films ranging from Buster Keaton and Marx Brothers classics to
Dr. Strangelove and Groundhog Day, McGowan shows how humor can reveal gaps in being and gaps
in social order. Scholarly yet lively and readable, Only a Joke Can Save Us is a groundbreaking
examination of the enigmatic yet endlessly fascinating experience of humor and comedy.

civilization and its discontent: Modernity and Its Discontents Steven B. Smith, 2016-08-09
Steven B. Smith examines the concept of modernity, not as the end product of historical
developments but as a state of mind. He explores modernism as a source of both pride and anxiety,




suggesting that its most distinctive characteristics are the self-criticisms and doubts that accompany
social and political progress. Providing profiles of the modern project’s most powerful defenders and
critics—from Machiavelli and Spinoza to Saul Bellow and Isaiah Berlin—this provocative work of
philosophy and political science offers a novel perspective on what it means to be modern and why
discontent and sometimes radical rejection are its inevitable by-products.

civilization and its discontent: The Epicurus Reader Epicurus, Lloyd P. Gerson, 1994-03-15
TABLE OF CONTENTS: Introduction The ancient biography of Epicurus The extant letters Ancient
collections of maxims Doxographical reports The testimony of Cicero The testimony of Lucretius The
polemic of Plutarch Short fragments and testimonia from known works: * From On Nature * From
the Puzzles * From On the Goal * From the Symposium * From Against Theophrastus * Fragments of
Epicurus' letters Short fragments and testimonia from uncertain works: * Logic and epistemology *
Physics and theology * Ethics Index

civilization and its discontent: Psychiatry and Its Discontents Andrew Scull, 2021-06-08
Psychiatry and Its Discontents provides a wide-ranging and critical perspective on the psychiatric
enterprise. The book's historical sweep is broad, ranging from the age of the asylum to the rise of
psychopharmacology and the dubious triumphs of community care. Freud and Foucault, Christian
Science and Scientology, psychosurgery and modern drug treatments, trauma and the effects of war
on the human psyche, the siren song of neuroscience, and the predicaments confronting the
profession at the dawn of the new millennium are but some of the issues considered here.
Collectively, the essays that make up Psychiatry and Its Discontents provide a vivid and compelling
portrait of the recurring crises of legitimacy that mad-doctors (as they were once called) have
endured, and of the impact of psychiatry's ideas and interventions on the lives of those afflicted with
mental illness --

civilization and its discontent: What Makes Civilization? D. Wengrow, 2018 A vivid new
account of the 'birth of civilization' in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia where many of the
foundations of modern life were laid

civilization and its discontent: Alexander Crummell Wilson Jeremiah Moses, 1989 Based on
much new information, this biography examines the life and times of one of the most prominent
African-American intellectuals of the nineteenth century. Crummell, educated at Queen's College,
Cambridge, lived for almost twenty years in the Republic of Liberia as an Episcopal missionary, then
accepted a pastorate in Washington, D.C., and founded the American Negro Academy, influencing
W.E.B. Du Bois and future progenitors of the Garvey movement. A pivotal nineteenth-century
thinker, Crummell is essential to any understanding of twentieth-century black nationalism.

civilization and its discontent: Capital and Its Discontents Sasha Lilley, 2011-03-07
Capitalism is stumbling, empire is faltering, and the planet is thawing. Yet many people are still
grasping to understand these multiple crises and to find a way forward to a just future. Into the
breach come the essential insights of Capital and Its Discontents, which cut through the gristle to
get to the heart of the matter about the nature of capitalism and imperialism, capitalism’s
vulnerabilities at this conjuncture—and what can we do to hasten its demise. Through a series of
incisive conversations with some of the most eminent thinkers and political economists on the
Left—including David Harvey, Ellen Meiksins Wood, Mike Davis, Leo Panitch, Tariqg Ali, and Noam
Chomsky—Capital and Its Discontents illuminates the dynamic contradictions undergirding
capitalism and the potential for its dethroning. The book challenges conventional wisdom on the Left
about the nature of globalization, neoliberalism, and imperialism, as well as the agrarian question in
the Global South. It probes deeply into the roots of the global economic meltdown, the role of debt
and privatization in dampening social revolt, and considers capitalism’s dynamic ability to find ever
new sources of accumulation—whether through imperial or ecological plunder or the
commodification of previously unpaid female labor. The Left luminaries in Capital and Its
Discontents look at potential avenues out of the mess—as well as wrong turns and needless
detours—drawing lessons from the history of post-colonial states in the Global South, struggles
against imperialism past and present, the eternal pendulum swing of radicalism, the corrosive legacy



of postmodernism, and the potentialities of the radical humanist tradition. At a moment when
capitalism as a system is more reviled than ever, here is an indispensable toolbox of ideas for action
by some of the most brilliant thinkers of our times. Full list of Interviewees: Noam Chomsky is a
laureate professor at the University of Arizona and professor emeritus in the MIT Department of
Linguistics and Philosophy. His work is widely credited with having revolutionized the field of
modern linguistics and Chomsky is one of the foremost critics of U.S. foreign policy. He has
published numerous groundbreaking books, articles, and essays on global politics, history, and
linguistics. His recent books include Who Rules the World? and Hopes and Prospects. Tariq Ali is a
historian, novelist, and filmmaker, and the author of many books. He is a member of the editorial
committee of the New Left Review and a contributor to the Guardian and the London Review of
Books. Mike Davis is an urban theorist, historian, and political activist, author of many works
including City of Quartz. He is an editor of the New Left Review and received a MacArthur
Fellowship Award and the Lannan Literary Award for Nonfiction. Ellen Meiksins Wood, for many
years professor of political science at York University, Toronto, is the author of a number of books,
including The Origin of Capitalism and Citizens to Lords: A Social History of Western Political
Thought from Antiquity to the Middle Ages. David Harvey is the Distinguished Professor of
Anthropology at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York and a pioneering radical
geographer. He has written numerous books and is among the 20 most cited authors in the
humanities. Leo Panitch teaches political economy at York University in Toronto and is coeditor of
the Socialist Register. He is the author of numerous books, including In and Out of Crisis: The Global
Financial Meltdown and Left Alternatives, published by PM Press. Doug Henwood is editor of Left
Business Observer, author of After the New Economy and Wall Street: How It Works and for Whom,
and a contributing editor to The Nation magazine. A South African native, Gillian Hart is professor of
geography at UC Berkeley and the author of Disabling Globalization: Places of Power in
Post-Apartheid South Africa. John Bellamy Foster is the editor of the independent socialist magazine
Monthly Review and professor of sociology at the University of Oregon in Eugene. He is the
coauthor, among other works, of The Great Financial Crisis: Causes and Consequences. Ursula
Huws is the editor of the international interdisciplinary journal Work Organisation, Labour and
Globalisation, and the author of The Making of a Cybertariat: Virtual Work in a Real World. David
McNally is professor of political science at York University in Toronto and the author of many books,
including Global Slump: The Economics and Politics of Crisis and Resistance, published by PM Press.
Jason W. Moore is a research fellow at the Department of Human Geography at Lund University,
Sweden. Vivek Chibber is professor of sociology at New York University and the author of Locked in
Place: State-Building and Late Industrialization in India. John Sanbonmatsu teaches philosophy at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Massachusetts. He is the author of The Postmodern Prince:
Critical Theory, Left Strategy, and the Making? of a New Political Subject. Andrej Grubaci¢ is a
dissident from the Balkans. A radical historian and sociologist, he is the coauthor of Wobblies and
Zapatistas and author of Don’t Mourn, Balkanize! (both from PM Press).

civilization and its discontent: Late Modern Subjectivity and its Discontents Kieran
Keohane, Anders Petersen, Bert van den Bergh, 2017-03-16 This book analyses three of the most
prevalent illnesses of late modernity: anxiety, depression and Alzheimer’s disease, in terms of their
relation to cultural pathologies of the social body. Usually these conditions are interpreted clinically
in terms of individualized symptoms and responded to discretely, as though for the most part
unrelated to each other. However, these diseases also have a social and cultural profile that
transcends their particular symptomologies and etiologies. Anxiety, depression and Alzheimer’s are
diseases related to disorders of the collective esprit de corps of contemporary society.
Multidisciplinary in approach, the book addresses questions of how these conditions are manifest at
both the individual and collective levels in relation to hegemonic biomedical and psychologistic
understandings. Rejecting such reductive diagnoses, the authors argue that anxiety, depression and
Alzheimer’s disease, as well as other contemporary epidemics, are to be analysed in the light of
individual and collective experiences of profound and radical changes in our civilization. A diagnosis



of our times, Late Modern Subjectivity and its Discontents will appeal to a broad range of scholars
with interests in health and illness, the sociology of medicine and contemporary life.

civilization and its discontent: Cultural Disjunctions Paul Mendes-Flohr, 2021-07-20
Contemporary Jews variously configure their identity, which is no longer necessarily defined by an
observance of the Torah and God's commandments. Indeed, the Jews of modernity are no longer
exclusively Jewish. They are affiliated with many communities-vocational, professional, political, and
cultural-whose interests may not coincide with that of the community of their birth and inherited
culture. In Cultural Disjunctions, Paul Mendes-Flohr explores the possibility of a spiritually and
intellectually engaged cosmopolitan Jewish identity for our time. To ground this project, he draws on
the sociology of knowledge and cultural hermeneutics to reflect on the need to participate in the life
of a community so that it enables multiple relations beyond its borders and allows one to balance a
commitment to the local and a genuine obligation to the universal. Over the course of six provocative
chapters, Mendes-Flohr lays out what this delicate balance can look like for contemporary Jews, both
in the Diaspora and in Israel. Mendes-Flohr takes us through the ghettos of twentieth-century
Europe, the differences between the personal libraries of traditional and secular Jews, and the role
of cultural memory. Ultimately, the author calls for Jews to remain discontent with themselves (as a
check on hubris), but also discontent with the social and political order, and to fight for its
betterment--

civilization and its discontent: Happiness, Death, and the Remainder of Life Jonathan Lear,
2002-02-15 Separated by millennia, Aristotle and Sigmund Freud gave us disparate but compelling
pictures of the human condition. But if, with Jonathan Lear, we scrutinize these thinkers' attempts to
explain human behavior in terms of a higher principle--whether happiness or death--the pictures fall
apart. Aristotle attempted to ground ethical life in human striving for happiness, yet he didn't
understand what happiness is any better than we do. Happiness became an enigmatic, always
unattainable, means of seducing humankind into living an ethical life. Freud fared no better when he
tried to ground human striving, aggression, and destructiveness in the death drive, like Aristotle
attributing purpose where none exists. Neither overarching principle can guide or govern the
remainder of life, in which our inherently disruptive unconscious moves in breaks and swerves to
affect who and how we are. Lear exposes this tendency to self-disruption for what it is: an opening,
an opportunity for new possibilities. His insights have profound consequences not only for analysis
but for our understanding of civilization and its discontent.

civilization and its discontent: The Digital Age and Its Discontents Matteo Stocchetti,
2020-08-11 Three decades into the ‘digital age’, the promises of emancipation of the digital
‘revolution’ in education are still unfulfilled. Furthermore, digitalization seems to generate new and
unexpected challenges - for example, the unwarranted influence of digital monopolies, the
radicalization of political communication, and the facilitation of mass surveillance, to name a few.
This volume is a study of the downsides of digitalization and the re-organization of the social world
that seems to be associated with it. In a critical perspective, technological development is not a
natural but a social process: not autonomous from but very much dependent upon the interplay of
forces and institutions in society. While influential forces seek to establish the idea that the practices
of formal education should conform to technological change, here we support the view that
education can challenge the capitalist appropriation of digital technology and, therefore, the nature
and direction of change associated with it. This volume offers its readers intellectual prerequisites
for critical engagement. It addresses themes such as Facebook’s response to its democratic
discontents, the pedagogical implications of algorithmic knowledge and quantified self, as well as
the impact of digitalization on academic profession. Finally, the book offers some elements to
develop a vision of the role of education: what should be done in education to address the concerns
that new communication technologies seem to pose more risks than opportunities for freedom and
democracy.

civilization and its discontent: Feminism and Its Discontents Mari Jo BUHLE, Mari Jo Buhle,
2009-06-30 With Sigmund Freud notoriously flummoxed about what women want, any encounter



between psychoanalysis and feminism would seem to promise a standoff. But in this lively, often
surprising history, Mari Jo Buhle reveals that the twentieth century's two great theories of liberation
actually had a great deal to tell each other. Starting with Freud's 1909 speech to an audience that
included the feminist and radical Emma Goldman, Buhle recounts all the twists and turns this
exchange took in the United States up to the recent American vogue of Jacques Lacan. While
chronicling the contributions of feminism to the development of psychoanalysis, she also makes an
intriguing case for the benefits psychoanalysis brought to feminism. From the first, American
psychoanalysis became the property of freewheeling intellectuals and popularists as well as trained
analysts. Thus the cultural terrain that Buhle investigates is populated by literary critics, artists and
filmmakers, historians, anthropologists, and sociologists--and the resulting psychoanalysis is not so
much a strictly therapeutic theory as an immensely popular form of public discourse. She charts the
history of feminism from the first wave in the 1910s to the second in the 1960s and into a variety of
recent expressions. Where these paths meet, we see how the ideas of Freud and his followers helped
further the real-life goals of a feminism that was a widespread social movement and not just an
academic phenomenon. The marriage between psychoanalysis and feminism was not pure bliss,
however, and Buhle documents the trying moments; most notably the Momism of the 1940s and
1950s, a remarkable instance of men blaming their own failures of virility on women. An ambitious
and highly engaging history of ideas, Feminism and Its Discontents brings together far-flung
intellectual tendencies rarely seen in intimate relation to each other--and shows us a new way of
seeing both. Table of Contents: Introduction Feminism, Freudianism, and Female Subjectivity
Dissent in Freud's Ranks Culture and Feminine Personality Momism and the Flight from Manhood
Ladies in the Dark Feminists versus Freud Feminine Self-in-Relation The Crisis in Patriarchal
Authority In the Age of the Vanishing Subject Notes Acknowledgments Index Reviews of this book:
Where some feminists have been hostile to psychoanalysis, and some psychoanalysts have been
hostile to feminism, Buhle, a MacArthur Fellow and professor at Brown University, finds them linked
in their quest to understand selfhood, gender identity, family structures and sexual
expression...Feminism and Its Discontents is an excellent guide to the history of these ideas...The
struggles of feminism and psychoanalysis may be cyclical, but they are far from over, and far from
dull. --Elaine Showalter, Washington Post Book World Reviews of this book: Buhle's project is to
uncover the 'continual conversation' that feminism and psychoanalysis have had with one another, to
show how they are mutually constitutive. By charting the exchanges between psychoanalysis and
feminism, Feminism and Its Discontents corrects the common impression that feminist criticisms fell
on deaf, if not disdainful, ears. Buhle takes pains to detail how feminists and their opponents inside
and outside psychoanalysis have set the terms for key debates...Buhle is an animated and engaged
storyteller. The story she tells--covering nearly a century of the vicissitudes of psychoanalysis and
feminism--is full of twists and turns, well-chosen anecdotes and occasional double-crosses. The cast
of characters is inspiring, exasperating, remarkable, mercurial, colorful and sometimes slightly
loony. Buhle draws them with sympathy and a keen eye for the evocative detail...Buhle writes with
zest, touches of humor and energy. Her style is witty and readable...It is no mean feat to avoid
ponderous and technical language when writing about psychoanalysis, but she manages it...All told,
psychoanalysis and feminism, sometimes in tandem and sometimes at arm's length, have made vital
contributions to the question of female selthood. The 'odd couple' of our century, they share a large
part of the responsibility for our particular form of self-consciousness and for the meaning of
individuality in modern society. Mari Jo Buhle deftly illuminates how together they advanced the
ambiguous and radical project of modern selfhood. --Jeanne Marecek, Women's Review of Books
Reviews of this book: Feminism and Its Discontents sets out to unravel the wondrously complex
love-hate relationships between--and within--feminism and psychoanalysis, which it sees as the two
most important movements of modernity...The twists and tensions in that relationship highlight the
continuous arguments around sexual difference and their entanglement in the messy conflicts in
women's lives between motherhood and careers, self-realization and gender justice...Buhle leads her
readers through the repeated battles over feminism, Freudianism and female subjectivity with



exceptional clarity and care. Her book will...serve as a reliable introduction for those who have scant
knowledge of the historical ties binding feminism to psychoanalysis [and] is also useful for
those...who wish to remind themselves of what they thought they already knew, but may well have
forgotten. --Lynn Segal, Radical Philosophy Reviews of this book: Feminism and Its Discontents adds
a novel and welcome twist to [the Freud] conversation, the proposition that feminism was so central
to Freud's Americanization that the quest for gender equality can be credited with turning
psychoanalysis into what we imagine it always was: an enterprise centered on femininity and female
sexuality...[Buhle's] assertions are as enticing as they are controversial...The book [is] as relevant for
students of feminist politics as for scholars interested in the history of psychoanalysis itself. --Ellen
Herman, Journal of American History Reviews of this book: An exhaustively researched and
accessibly written account of the intersections and collisions between [psychoanalysis and
feminism]...Buhle chronicles the gyrations of history and assesses how social theory influences
culture and vice versa. The result is far-reaching, and she is at her best when reflecting on how the
mainstream accommodates and interprets the scholarly. Overall, the text promises a lively overview
of the mutual benefits derived from a critical coalition between psychoanaylsis and feminism. Highly
recommended for all libraries. --Eleanor J. Bader, Library Journal Reviews of this book: [Buhle] bases
her intriguing and expansive historical study on the premise that feminism and psychoanalytic
theory, each in its own way concerned with understanding the 'self,' developed in continuous
dialogue with each other. The author's captivating, energetic writing style reflects the often spirited,
surprisingly tenacious relationship of these two theories--from their emergence as ‘unlikely
bedpartners of Modernism'; through the shifting intellectual patterns of this century and the
insidious mother-blaming of the '50s; to the contemporary postmodern paradigm of subjectivity and
selfhood. Combining thorough research and incisive analysis, Buhle examines the ongoing discourse
among Freudian, new-Freudian, and feminist theorists throughout the century as well as the endless
fascination of popular culture with the questions of biology versus culture, difference versus
equality. A vital addition to both women's studies and psychology collections. --Grace Fill, Booklist
Reviews of this book: Feminism and Its Discontents covers a dazzling spectrum of thinkers and
polemicists, ranging from Charlotte Perkins Gilman to Barbara Ehrenreich, with admirable clarity
and succinctness. [Buhle's] reach in terms of American [and French] classical, neo-, and
post-Freudian writing by men and women on women's psychosexual development is equally
impressive...Few scholars would attempt a comprehensive intellectual history on such a charged
topic. Buhle has done so in this informative scholarly feat. --Kirkus Reviews Reviews of this book:
Buhle has bridged the void between feminism and psychoanalysis with a historian's thorough and
penetrating interpretation of theories and thoughts implicit in 20th-century liberation movements.
The introduction is clearly developed and carefully documented...Each [chapter] is skillfully
organized with extensive references and notes to motivate the astute scholar...There is no question
that Buhle has adeptly used a multidisciplinary approach to present ideas and thoughts that give
contemporary feminists and post-Freudians another opportunity for dialogue on the terms
'difference' and 'equality.’ --G.M. Greenberg, Choice Feminism and psychoanalysis have each been
defining moments of this now fading century, and in their tangled relations lie some of its main
preoccupations. It takes a historian's eye to unravel this story, and one with the breadth, sympathy,
insight, and wit of Mari Jo Buhle to do it justice. Feminism And Its Discontents will undoubtedly
stand as the definitive study of the encounter between these two great movements. --Joel Kovel, Bard
College, author of Red Hun

civilization and its discontent: Civilization and Its Discontents Sigmund Freud, 1972

civilization and its discontent: The Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud Vol.21
Sigmund Freud, 2001-10 This collection of 24 volumes is the first full paperback publication of the
standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud in English.

civilization and its discontent: The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization Richard W. Bulliet,
2006-03-22 The 'clash of civilisations' so often talked about in connection with relations between the
West and Arab nations is, argues Richard Bulliet, no more than dangerous sophistry based on



misconceptions in American government. He sets out the common ground between Islam and
Christianity.

civilization and its discontent: Civilisation Recast Stephan Feuchtwang, Michael Rowlands,
2019-07-25 Shows what humanity has borrowed and shared as a common heritage.

civilization and its discontent: Freud Reader Sigmund Freud, 1995-09-05 Selections span
Freud's career from early case histories through his work on dreams, essays on sexuality, and his
later philosophical writings. Most are reproduced in full and have been selected from the standard
edition. Gay ties all together with an analytical introduction, chronology of life and work, and
commentary throughout. Ideal size book for reading and browsing marred only by the inexplicable
use of poor quality (and acidic) paper. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

civilization and its discontent: The Unconscious Joel Weinberger, Valentina Stoycheva,
2019-10-14 Weaving together state-of-the-art research, theory, and clinical insights, this book
provides a new understanding of the unconscious and its centrality in human functioning. The
authors review heuristics, implicit memory, implicit learning, attribution theory, implicit motivation,
automaticity, affective versus cognitive salience, embodied cognition, and clinical theories of
unconscious functioning. They integrate this work with cognitive neuroscience views of the mind to
create an empirically supported model of the unconscious. Arguing that widely used
psychotherapies--including both psychodynamic and cognitive approaches--have not kept pace with
current science, the book identifies promising directions for clinical practice. Winner--American
Board and Academy of Psychoanalysis Book Prize (Theory)

civilization and its discontent: Islands of Discontent Laura Elizabeth Hein, Mark Selden,
2003 Exploring contemporary Okinawan culture, politics, and historical memory, this book argues
that the long Japanese tradition of defining Okinawa as a subordinate and peripheral part of Japan
means that all claims of Okinawan distinctiveness necessarily become part of the larger debate over
contemporary identity. The contributors trace the renascence of the debate in the burst of cultural
and political expression that has flowered in the past decade, with the rapid growth of local
museums and memorials and the huge increase in popularity of distinctive Okinawan music and
literature, as well as in political movements targeting both U.S. military bases and Japanese national
policy on ecological, developmental, and equity grounds. A key strategy for claiming and shaping
Okinawan identity is the mobilization of historical memory of the recent past, particularly of the
violent subordination of Okinawan interests to those of the Japanese and American governments in
war and occupation. Its intertwining themes of historical memory, nationality, ethnicity, and cultural
conflict in contemporary society address central issues in anthropology, sociology, contemporary
history, Asian Studies, international relations, cultural studies, and post-colonial studies.
Contributions by: Matt Allen, Linda Isako Angst, Asato Eiko, Gerald Figal, Aaron Gerow, Laura Hein,
Michael Molasky, Steve Rabson, James E. Roberson, Mark Selden, and Julia Yonetani.

civilization and its discontent: Globalization W. Nester, 2010-11-14 How did globalization
come to dominate our lives? What have been, are, and most likely will be globalization's potential
benefits and costs? This book explores the world's most powerful force for good and evil from the
Renaissance through today and beyond.

civilization and its discontent: Why Nations Fail Daron Acemoglu, James A. Robinson,
2013-09-17 Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question that has
stumped the experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor, divided by wealth
and poverty, health and sickness, food and famine? Is it culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps
ignorance of what the right policies are? Simply, no. None of these factors is either definitive or
destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become one of the fastest growing countries in
the world, while other African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra Leone, are mired in
poverty and violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that it is man-made
political and economic institutions that underlie economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just
one of their fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the people of North
Korea are among the poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the



richest. The south forged a society that created incentives, rewarded innovation, and allowed
everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The economic success thus spurred was sustained
because the government became accountable and responsive to citizens and the great mass of
people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of famine, political repression, and very
different economic institutions—with no end in sight. The differences between the Koreas is due to
the politics that created these completely different institutional trajectories. Based on fifteen years
of original research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall extraordinary historical evidence from the
Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin America, England,
Europe, the United States, and Africa to build a new theory of political economy with great
relevance for the big questions of today, including: - China has built an authoritarian growth
machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed and overwhelm the West? - Are America’s best
days behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in which efforts by elites to aggrandize power
are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and empowers a small minority? - What is the most
effective way to help move billions of people from the rut of poverty to prosperity? More
philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of Acemoglu
and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the interplay between inclusive political and economic
institutions? Why Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and understand—the world.

civilization and its discontent: Multiculturalism and Its Discontents Kenan Malik, 2013
Our contemporary celebration of difference, respect for pluralism, and avowal of identity politics
have come to be regarded as the hallmarks of a progressive, modern democracy. Yet despite
embracing many of its values, we have at the same time become wary of multiculturalism in recent
years. In the wake of September 11, 2001 and the many terrorist attacks that have occurred since
then, there has been much debate about the degree of diversity that Western nations can tolerate. In
Multiculturalism and its Discontents, Kenan Malik looks closely at the role of multiculturalism within
terrorism and societal discontent. He examines whether it is possible--or desirable--to try to build a
cohesive society bound by common values and he delves into the increasing anxiety about the
presence of the Other within our borders. Multiculturalism and its Discontents not only explores the
relationship between multiculturalism and terrorism, but it analyzes the history of the idea of
multiculturalism alongside its political roots and social consequences.

civilization and its discontent: Masculinity and Its Discontents Michael J. Diamond,
2021-06-24 Offering a uniquely psychoanalytic developmental perspective on male gender identity
and the sense of maleness, this book provides an in-depth analysis of the development of masculinity
in childhood and its continued evolution throughout a man'’s life. Drawing on classical Freudian
theory, as well as on more contemporary psychoanalytic theories, this book explores early infancy
and child development, preoedipal factors and the oedipal complex, the influence of parenting and
the unconscious transmission of gendered factors both by mothers and both biological and symbolic
fathers, the male ego ideal, social, cultural, and biological influences, the role of inherent psychic
bi-genderality in the context of gender binaries, and the inherent gendered tensions and challenges
experienced as an individual progresses into adult and later life. This book is original in its
characterization of the male developmental trajectory as underpinned by psychoanalytic principles
pertaining to conflict and inherent tensions that continue throughout the life cycle and strongly
impact other areas of life. Deeply rooted in the unconscious, a man’s multiply determined sense of
masculinity requires deconstructing the mother, the feminine, and the other in the male psyche. As
the text illustrates via clinical vignettes, an awareness and an understanding of these areas can
improve the clinical work of psychoanalysts working with men who struggle with the intrinsic
conflicts in their sense of maleness. This book will be of great clinical value to psychoanalysts,
psychotherapists and other mental health practitioners, and will stimulate the thinking of scholars in
such areas as gender theory, psychodynamic and sociocultural aspects of gender roles, and the
changing social definition of masculinity.

civilization and its discontent: Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis Sigmund Freud,
1977 In reasoned progression he outlined core psychoanalytic concepts, such as repression, free



association and libido. Of the various English translations of Freud's major works to appear in his
lifetime, only one was authorized by Freud himself: The Standard Edition of the Complete
Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud under the general editorship of James Strachey. Freud
approved the overall editorial plan, specific renderings of key words and phrases, and the addition of
valuable notes, from bibliographical and explanatory. Many of the translations were done by
Strachey himself; the rest were prepared under his supervision. The result was to place the
Standard Edition in a position of unquestioned supremacy over all other existing versions. Newly
designed in a uniform format, each new paperback in the Standard Edition opens with a
biographical essay on Freud's life and work --along with a note on the individual volume--by Peter
Gay, Sterling Professor of History at Yale.

civilization and its discontent: Freud Joel Whitebook, 2017-01-16 This book presents a
radical look at the founder of psychoanalysis in his broader cultural context, addressing critical
issues and challenging stereotypes.

civilization and its discontent: Deep California Craig Chalquist, 2008-06 California has been
invaded by three imperial powers: Spain, Mexico, and the United States. Deep California examines
in depth the lingering psychological traumas and motifs emanating from that long history of
conquest. These unhealed events have not been left in the past: they recur symbolically again and
again, growing in intensity as the overbuilt land and its distracted occupiers unconsciously but
definitively demonstrate that environmental justice and social justice can no longer be thought of as
separate. Pacing crusaders and colonizers from county to county along El Camino Real, Deep
California studies the lingering impact of continuous oppression of people and places as images and
themes of displacement and exile filter down into architecture, agriculture, politics, art, culture,
psychology, and even folklore and dream. Yet within the shadows cast over California also dwell
resistance, humor, irony, tragedy, and hope for more heartfelt and soulful connections to this
story-rich land of the sundown sea. History is an inadequate term for such a sweeping and deep
discovery of how the past informs the present. This work deserves to be read widely by all
Californians and Americans, and taken to heart, and the hard lessons applied to all places we inhabit
on this stolen land. -Lesley Thomas, author of Flight of the Goose (Far Eastern Press, 2005) A
monumental and much-needed study in depth of the conquest, occupation, traumatization, and
animation of the mission cities and counties of coastal California, places which have worked their
way into our unsuspecting psyches. -Linda Buzzell, MA, MFT, co-editor of Ecotherapy: Healing with
Nature in Mind (Sierra Club Books, 2009)

civilization and its discontent: Freud and Religion William B. Parsons, 2021-05-27 Offers a
revised psychoanalytic theory of religion by sifting through the history of psychoanalytic models in
dialogue with their multidisciplinary critiques.

civilization and its discontent: International Law and its Discontents Barbara Stark,
2015-04-30 Brings together international law's most outspoken 'discontents' to expose international
law's complicity in the ongoing economic and financial global crises.

civilization and its discontent: The Fourth Industrial Revolution Klaus Schwab,
2017-01-03 World-renowned economist Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman of the
World Economic Forum, explains that we have an opportunity to shape the fourth industrial
revolution, which will fundamentally alter how we live and work. Schwab argues that this revolution
is different in scale, scope and complexity from any that have come before. Characterized by a range
of new technologies that are fusing the physical, digital and biological worlds, the developments are
affecting all disciplines, economies, industries and governments, and even challenging ideas about
what it means to be human. Artificial intelligence is already all around us, from supercomputers,
drones and virtual assistants to 3D printing, DNA sequencing, smart thermostats, wearable sensors
and microchips smaller than a grain of sand. But this is just the beginning: nanomaterials 200 times
stronger than steel and a million times thinner than a strand of hair and the first transplant of a 3D
printed liver are already in development. Imagine “smart factories” in which global systems of
manufacturing are coordinated virtually, or implantable mobile phones made of biosynthetic




materials. The fourth industrial revolution, says Schwab, is more significant, and its ramifications
more profound, than in any prior period of human history. He outlines the key technologies driving
this revolution and discusses the major impacts expected on government, business, civil society and
individuals. Schwab also offers bold ideas on how to harness these changes and shape a better
future—one in which technology empowers people rather than replaces them; progress serves
society rather than disrupts it; and in which innovators respect moral and ethical boundaries rather
than cross them. We all have the opportunity to contribute to developing new frameworks that
advance progress.
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