Church Universal Triumphant

# Church Universal and Triumphant: A Deep Dive into a Controversial Religious Movement

Are you intrigued by unorthodox religious movements? Do you find yourself drawn to exploring the
lesser-known corners of spiritual history? Then buckle up, because we're delving into the
fascinating, and often controversial, world of the Church Universal and Triumphant (CUT). This
comprehensive guide will unpack the history, beliefs, practices, and lasting legacy of this unique
religious organization, providing you with a nuanced understanding of its complex past and present.
We'll explore its origins, its connections to the New Age movement, and the controversies that have
shaped its identity. By the end, you'll have a firm grasp of what makes CUT so compelling - and so
controversial - to researchers and the public alike.

The Genesis of Church Universal and Triumphant:
From Theosophy to Modernity

The roots of Church Universal and Triumphant stretch back to the early 20th century, entwined with
the Theosophical Society and the teachings of Alice Bailey. Elizabeth Clare Prophet, a charismatic
figure, emerged as a key leader, channeling what she claimed were messages from ascended
masters. This period saw the formation of the Summit Lighthouse, a precursor to CUT, which
focused on esoteric teachings, spiritual development, and metaphysical practices. Prophet’s
teachings blended elements of Theosophy, Christian mysticism, and New Age spirituality, creating a
unique theological framework.
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The Prophet's Teachings and the Rise of CUT

Elizabeth Clare Prophet's central message revolved around the concept of the "ascended masters,"
enlightened beings who, she claimed, guided humanity towards spiritual evolution. Her followers
believed in the imminent arrival of a new age of peace and enlightenment, a belief that fueled their
commitment to her teachings and the organization's rapid growth. These teachings, often delivered
through channeled messages and writings, became the cornerstone of CUT's religious practice. The
teachings involved specific meditative practices, decrees, and rituals designed to accelerate spiritual
progress and prepare for the coming age.

CUT's Beliefs and Practices: A Unique Spiritual Blend

CUT's theological framework is a complex tapestry woven from various spiritual threads. It draws
from Christian traditions while incorporating elements of Eastern mysticism and the New Age
movement. Key beliefs include:

The Ascended Masters: Guides and Mentors

As mentioned, the ascended masters played a central role in CUT's theology. These beings, believed
to have attained a high level of spiritual evolution, acted as guides and mentors, providing wisdom
and guidance to those seeking spiritual growth.

The Coming Age of Enlightenment: Hope and Expectation

The expectation of a coming age of enlightenment permeated CUT's beliefs. Followers believed in an
imminent shift in consciousness, leading to a world of peace and harmony. This hope fueled their
dedication and involvement in the organization's activities.

Spiritual Warfare and Armageddon: A Contentious Aspect

A more controversial aspect of CUT's teachings involved the concept of spiritual warfare and an
impending Armageddon. This belief contributed to certain actions and decisions made by the
organization that caused significant controversy and criticism.



Controversies and Challenges Faced by Church
Universal and Triumphant

CUT's history is not without its share of controversies. The organization faced criticism for its
handling of finances, its apocalyptic prophecies, and its preparedness for what some interpreted as
imminent cataclysmic events. These controversies led to significant internal divisions and public
scrutiny.

The Montana Compound and Weapons Stockpiling: Public
Backlash

The organization's acquisition of a large compound in Montana and the subsequent discovery of
weapons stockpiled there drew intense media attention and public backlash. This event significantly
impacted CUT's image and contributed to the decline of its influence.

Financial Practices and Internal Conflicts: Erosion of Trust

Allegations of questionable financial practices and internal conflicts further eroded public trust in
CUT. These controversies, combined with the Montana incident, damaged the organization's
reputation and led to a significant decline in membership.

The Church Universal and Triumphant Today: A
Diminished but Persistent Presence

Today, Church Universal and Triumphant maintains a significantly diminished presence compared to
its peak years. While it continues to exist, its influence has waned considerably. The organization
now operates more quietly, focusing on its spiritual teachings and community building.

Adapting to Change: A New Chapter?

The decline in membership and the controversies have forced CUT to adapt and reassess its
strategies. The future of CUT remains uncertain, but its existence testifies to the enduring power of
spiritual beliefs and the resilience of religious communities even in the face of considerable
adversity.



Conclusion

The Church Universal and Triumphant represents a complex and fascinating case study in the
evolution and impact of New Age religious movements. While its history is marred by controversies,
its enduring presence speaks to the continued search for spiritual meaning and the power of belief
in shaping individual and collective identities. Understanding CUT’s journey provides valuable
insights into the dynamics of religious organizations, the challenges of maintaining public trust, and
the multifaceted nature of spiritual belief systems.

FAQs

1. Is Church Universal and Triumphant still active? Yes, CUT continues to exist, though with a
significantly reduced membership and influence compared to its peak years.

2. What are the key beliefs of CUT? CUT's core beliefs center around ascended masters, the coming
age of enlightenment, spiritual warfare, and the importance of spiritual development through
specific practices.

3. What controversies has CUT faced? CUT faced controversies surrounding its handling of finances,
stockpiling of weapons in Montana, and apocalyptic prophecies.

4. How does CUT relate to the New Age movement? CUT incorporates several elements of New Age
spirituality, including a focus on personal spiritual growth, channeled messages, and a belief in the
imminent arrival of a new age.

5. What is the current status of CUT's leadership? The current leadership structure of CUT is less
publicly prominent than in its earlier years, with a shift towards a more internal focus.

church universal triumphant: Syzygy , 1994

church universal triumphant: The Church Universal and Triumphant Bradley C. Whitsel,
2003-03 Bradley Whitsel's vivid account of the Church Universal Triumphant (CUT), from its modest
origin as a tiny fragment of the esoteric community to its growth into a wealthy and formidable
organization in the 1960s and early 1970s, constitutes one of the most compelling stories to emerge
from the larger movement of American religion. Founded in 1958 by the charismatic Mark
Prophet—and subseqently headed by his wife, Elizabeth Clare Prophet—the Church combines New
Age beliefs with an anti-Communist mindset based on the conviction that America was imperiled by
left-wing enemies. In his deft examination of the group's evolution, Whitsel uses internal church
documents as well as other resources to trace CUT's development of a dark apocalyptic division. He
places the Church Universal and Triumphant within the context of other millennial groups sharing a
similar psychology of crisis and disaster, and analyze the church's interactions with its political
environment. This book will appeal to general readers as well as political scientists and sociologists
specializing in the fields of political sociology, millennialism, and radical religio-policical movements.

church universal triumphant: Prophet's Daughter Erin Prophet, 2008-09-24 In early 1990, in
response to apocalyptic prophecies given by her mother, Elizabeth Clare Prophet, Erin Prophet



entered a network of underground bunkers in Montana along with members of her mother's Church
Universal and Triumphant, a controversial New Age sect. Emerging to find the world still intact, Erin
was forced into a radical reassessment of her life and her beliefs. She had spent her adolescence
watching her mother vilified as a dangerous cult leader even while attempting to meet her
expectations by becoming a prophet herself. Prophet's Daughter describes Erin's search for her
mother's origins and motivations. With the craft of a storyteller, she describes the combination of
health crises and external pressure that drove her mother's ever-more dire prophecies. She reveals
how the allure of infallibility led her mother to a conspicuous downfall, and how her mother's rapidly
progressing Alzheimer's disease truncated any hope of resolution. A remarkable memoir with
implications for the dialog about power, group behavior and the future of religion.

church universal triumphant: The Shelter Cycle Peter Rock, 2013 Two friends who grew up
together as part of an extreme doomsday-prepping religion are reunited twenty years later in a
search for an abducted child.

church universal triumphant: The Church Universal and Triumphant Bradley C. Whitsel,
2003-03-01 Bradley Whitsel's vivid account of the Church Universal Triumphant (CUT), from its
modest origin as a tiny fragment of the esoteric community to its growth into a wealthy and
formidable organization in the 1960s and early 1970s, constitutes one of the most compelling stories
to emerge from the larger movement of American religion. Founded in 1958 by the charismatic
Mark Prophet—and subseqently headed by his wife, Elizabeth Clare Prophet—the Church combines
New Age beliefs with an anti-Communist mindset based on the conviction that America was
imperiled by left-wing enemies. In his deft examination of the group's evolution, Whitsel uses
internal church documents as well as other resources to trace CUT's development of a dark
apocalyptic division. He places the Church Universal and Triumphant within the context of other
millennial groups sharing a similar psychology of crisis and disaster, and analyze the church's
interactions with its political environment. This book will appeal to general readers as well as
political scientists and sociologists specializing in the fields of political sociology, millennialism, and
radical religio-policical movements.

church universal triumphant: The Universal Church of the Kingdom of God in South
Africa Ilana van Wyk, 2014-05-12 The Universal Church of the Kingdom of God (UCKG), a church of
Brazilian origin, has been enormously successful in establishing branches and attracting followers in
post-apartheid South Africa. Unlike other Pentecostal Charismatic Churches (PCC), the UCKG insists
that relationships with God be devoid of 'emotions’, that socialisation between members be kept to a
minimum and that charity and fellowship are 'useless' in materialising God's blessings. Instead, the
UCKG urges members to sacrifice large sums of money to God for delivering wealth, health, social
harmony and happiness. While outsiders condemn these rituals as empty or manipulative, this book
shows that they are locally meaningful, demand sincerity to work, have limits and are informed by
local ideas about human bodies, agency and ontological balance. As an ethnography of people rather
than of institutions, this book offers fresh insights into the mass PCC movement that has swept
across Africa since the early 1990s.

church universal triumphant: The Symbols of the Church Maurice Dilasser, 1999 This
colorful book looks both beyond the church building and deep within it to find symbols relevant to
Judeo-Christianity.

church universal triumphant: Legitimating New Religions James R. Lewis, 2003 This work
deals explicitly with the issue of how emerging religions legitimate themselves. It contends that a
new religion has at least four different, though overlapping, areas where legitimacy is a concern:
making converts, maintaining followers, shaping public opinion and appeasing government
authorities. The legitimacy that new religions seek in the public realm is primarily that of social
acceptance. recognizing its status as a genuine religion and thus recognizing its right to exist.
Through a series of wide-ranging case studies James Lewis explores the diversification of
legitimation strategies of new religions as well as the tactics that their critics use to de-legitimate
such groups. Cases include the Movement for Spiritual Inner Awareness, Native American prophet



religions, spiritualism, the Church of Christ-Scientist, Scientology, Church of Satan, Heaven's Gate,
Unitarianism, Hindu reform movements and Soka Gakkai, a new Buddhist sect. to the legitimation
strategies deployed by established religions, the book sheds light on classic questions about the
origin of all religions.

church universal triumphant: Divine Masters, Ancient Wisdom Kyle Gray, 2021-04-20
RAISE YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS WITH THE HELP OF 33 ASCENDED ENLIGHTENED MASTERS
FROM WORLD-RENOWNED ANGEL EXPERT AND BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF RAISE YOUR
VIBRATION, KYLE GRAY A FRESH AND INSPIRATIONAL BOOK FULL OF SPIRITUAL TOOLS,
AFFIRMATIONS, SACRED GEOMETRY, AND HEALING MEDITATIONS TO HELP YOU FEEL MORE
PEACE AND JOY A new and fresh guide to the Ascended Masters and how to work with them for
greater peace and connection. Discover new tools and wisdom to connect with the enlightened
Ascended Masters, and receive their guidance, healing, protection and support on your spiritual
path. “I adore Kyle Gray. He helps you to reconnect with all that is wanting to rise up within you, be
available to the benevolent support that already surrounds you and release what is wanting to fall
away with grace and ease. Who doesn’t want some of that?!” - Rebecca Campbell, author of Light is
The New Black and Rise Sister Rise Best-selling author Kyle Gray offers a close look at the Ascended
Masters and explains how they can bring healing to the Earth, the cosmos, and your life. The
Ascended Masters are enlightened souls who once walked the Earth (or other planets) and continue
to offer their emotional intelligence and spiritual teachings to the world. You may already know
some of them—Mary Magdalene, Buddha, and Jesus—but did you know there are many more, and
that they are here to support you on your spiritual path? In this healing spiritual book, you will
discover: Many Ascended Masters, from Quan Yin to Saint German and Gaia to the Divine Director A
short history of the Masters and how they ascended for the greater good of humanity How to call
upon the Masters for spiritual protection, to remove blockages and to open up to powerful spiritual
connections What the Council of Light and Etheric Retreats are, and how you can access their
wisdom for healing, guidance and connection Book Sections Include: PART I: INTRODUCING THE
MASTERS Who Are the Masters? The History of the Masters Ascension Explained The High Council
and Etheric Retreats PART II: MAKING THE CONNECTION The Divine Matrix Opening Up Spiritual
Alignment PART III: WORKING WITH THE MASTERS Awaken the Master Within There are many
incredible keepers of ancient wisdom out there and it’'s my prayer that the 33 that I have chosen to
include here will support your journey and enrich your life. I pray that with this book I have opened
doorways to experiences of love and connection, and that I have done so in a way that honors and
respects the Divine Masters. [ am grateful for all that I have learned along the way and for all of the
personal experiences that have unfolded while I have been writing this book. May it support the
activation of the ancient wisdom that resides within you. Love, Kyle Gray Divine Masters, Ancient
Wisdom includes many powerful exercises and spiritual tools to help you increase your awareness
and raise your consciousness. “Kyle Gray changes lives!” - The Sun Newspaper

church universal triumphant: Universalism Asserted Thomas Allin, 1892

church universal triumphant: Encyclopedic Handbook of Cults in America ]. Gordon
Melton, 2014-05-22 Covers the history, founders, beliefs, and literature of over five hundred
nonconventional and alternative religious movements.

church universal triumphant: Truth Triumphant Wilkinson, Benjamin George, 2015-02-23 A
much neglected field of study has been opened by the research of the author into the history of the
Christian church from its apostolic origins to the close of the eighteenth century. Taking as his thesis
the prominence given to the Church in the Wilderness in Bible prophecy, and the fact that “‘the
Church in the Wilderness,” and not the proud hierarchy enthroned in the world’s great capital, was
the true church of Christ,” he has spent years developing this subject. In its present form, Truth
Triumphant represents much arduous research in the libraries of Europe as well as in America.
Excellent ancient sources are most difficult to obtain, but the author has been successful in gaining
access to many of them. To crystallize the subject matter and make the historical facts live in modem
times, the author also made extensive travels throughout Europe and Asia. The doctrines of the



primitive Christian church spread to Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. As grains of a mustard seed they
lodged in the hearts of many Godly souls in southern France and northern Italy — people known as
the Albigenses and the Waldenses. The faith of Jesus was valiantly upheld by the Church of the East.
This term, as used by the author, not only includes the Syrian and Assyrian Churches, but is also the
term applied to the development of apostolic Christianity throughout the lands of the East. The spirit
of Christ, burning in the hearts of loyal men who would not compromise with paganism, sent them
forth as missionaries to lands afar. Patrick, Columbanus, Marcos, and a host of others were
missionaries to distant lands. They braved the ignorance of the barbarian, the intolerance of the
apostate church leaders, and the persecution of the state in order that they might win souls to God.
To unfold the dangers that were ever present in the conflict of the true church against error, to
reveal the sinister working of evil and the divine strength by which men of God made truth
triumphant, to challenge the Remnant Church today in its final controversy against the powers of
evil, and to show the holy, unchanging message of the Bible as it has been preserved for t hose who
will “fear God, and keep His commandments” — these are the sincere aims of the author as he
presents this book to those who know the truth. MERLIN L. NEFF.

church universal triumphant: The Emerging Network Michael York, 1995 The 1980s saw the
emergence of New Age and neo-paganism as major new religious movements. In the first
book-length study of these movements, Michael York describes their rituals and beliefs and
examines the similarities, differences and relationships between them. He profiles particular groups,
including the Church Universal Triumphant, Nordic pagans, and the Covenant of Unitarian Pagans,
and questions the adequacy of existing sociological categories for describing these largely
amorphous phenomena.

church universal triumphant: Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament H.
Wayne House, 2019-01-15 Approach the New Testament with confidence. Chronological and
Background Charts of the New Testament will help students organize and synthesize the vast
amount of biblical and extrabiblical information on the New Testament by providing a helpful visual
overview of the data, chronology, historical background, and criticism. This format allows facts,
relationships, parallels, and contrasts to be grasped quickly and easily. Perfect for enhancing every
type of teaching and learning situation and style, including homeschooling curricula and tutoring,
church classes and Sunday school. The 90 charts in this updated, expanded edition are divided into
four broad categories: General material for reading and understanding the New Testament.
Backgrounds to the New Testament, such as historical and cultural settings. The
Gospels—information on their authors, differences, audiences, etc. The apostolic age—chronology,
theology, history, interpretations, etc. These charts cover a wide range of topics, from basic
information to extrabiblical data such as The Roman Military System, Rabbinic Writings, and The
Five Gospels of the Jesus Seminar. ZondervanCharts are ready references for those who need the
essential information at their fingertips. Accessible and highly useful, the books in this library offer
clear organization and thorough summaries of issues, subjects, and topics that are key for Christian
students and learners. The visuals and captions will cater to any teaching methodology, style, or
program.

church universal triumphant: The High King of Montival S. M. Stirling, 2011-09-06 “S. M.
Stirling provides another fabulous postapocalyptic thriller to his Change saga.” - Alternative Worlds
Rudi Mackenzie traveled to Nantucket, where he found and took up the Sword of the Lady and, with
it, his destiny. His return journey to the area known as Montival, in the Pacific Northwest, is a
treacherous one since he and his companions must cross three thousand miles, making both allies
and adversaries along the way. When he reaches his destination, he will face the legions of the
Prophet. To achieve victory, Rudi must assemble a coalition of those who were his enemies just
months before, then forge them into an army that will rescue his homeland and tear the heart out of
the Church Universal and Triumphant once and for all. Only then will Rudi be able to come to terms
with how the Sword has changed him—as well as the world—and assume his place as Artos, High
King of Montival...




church universal triumphant: The Sword of the Lady S. M. Stirling, 2009-08-25 “This new
novel of the Change is quite probably the finest by an author who has been growing in skill and
imagination for more than twenty-five years.” - Booklist (Starred Review) Rudi Mackenzie has
journeyed long and far across the land that was once the United States of America, seeking the
shore where the sun rises, hoping to find the source of the world-altering event that has come to be
known as the Change. His quest ends in Nantucket, an island overrun with forest, inhabited by a
mere two hundred people, who claim to have been transported there from out of time. Only one odd
stone house remains standing. Within it, Rudi finds a beautifully made sword seemingly waiting for
him. And once he takes it up, nothing for Rudi—or for the world that he knows—will ever be the
same...

church universal triumphant: The New Religious Movements Experience in America
Eugene V. Gallagher, 2004-10-30 Wherever and whenever they appear, new religious movements
always produce conflict. Even as they attract members who enthusiastically embrace their
innovative teachings, new religions often provoke strongly negative reactions—often because they
challenge established notions of proper religious action, belief, and morality. Opponents of new
religious movements often brand them as cults and urge their fellow citizens, their own religions,
and even the government to take action against what they see as suspicious and potentially
dangerous movements; the members often complain that their motives have been misconstrued and
argue that their groups are unfairly persecuted. The New Religious Movements Experience in
America outlines the conflict between representatives of the status quo and new religions and
examines how these groups appear both to their members and to their cultural opponents. This work
is ideal for anyone—students, parents, and teachers—who wish to gain a deeper understanding of
new religious movements in America. New religions have always been part of the American religious
landscape, and this book moves beyond the contemporary period to discuss examples of new
religions that have originated, survived or died, and sometimes prospered throughout U. S. history.
Among the groups discussed are the Mormons, the Peoples Temple, the Branch Davidians,
Spiritualism, Theosophy, the Church Universal and Triumphant, the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness, the followers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, Soka Gakkai, the Nation of Islam,
Wiccans and neo-Pagans, the Church of Satan, the Church of Scientology, Heaven's Gate, and the
Raelians. The New Religious Movements Experience in America includes a glossary and a list of
resources for those interested in doing further research on the experience of the followers of new
religions.

church universal triumphant: Misunderstanding Cults Thomas Robbins, Benjamin David
Zablocki, 2001-01-01 Misunderstanding Cults provides a uniquely balanced contribution to what has
become a highly polarized area of study. Working towards a moderate third path in the heated
debate over new religious movements or cults, this collection includes contributions from both
scholars who have been characterized as anticult and those characterized as cult-apologists. The
study incorporates multiple viewpoints as well as a variety of theoretical and methodological
perspectives, with the stated goal of depolarizing the discussion over alternative religious
movements. A prominent section within the book focuses explicitly on the issue of scholarly
objectivity and the danger of partisanship in the study of cults. The collection also includes
contributions on the controversial and much misunderstood topic of brainwashing, as well as
discussions of cult violence, children brought up in unconventional religious movements, and the
conflicts between alternative religious movements and their critics. Unique in its breadth, this is the
first study of new religious movements to address the main points of controversy within the field
while attempting to find a middle ground between opposing camps of scholarship.

church universal triumphant: The Church in God's Program Robert L. Saucy, 1974-08-21 The
Church in God's Program is a biblical study covering the entire scope of the church - its beginning,
government, ministries, and the new covenant.

church universal triumphant: The Book that Made Your World Vishal Mangalwadi,
2012-10-24 Understand where we came from. Whether you're an avid student of the Bible or a



skeptic of its relevance, The Book That Made Your World will transform your perception of its
influence on virtually every facet of Western civilization. Indian philosopher Vishal Mangalwadi
reveals the personal motivation that fueled his own study of the Bible and systematically illustrates
how its precepts became the framework for societal structure throughout the last millennium. From
politics and science, to academia and technology, the Bible's sacred copy became the key that
unlocked the Western mind. Through Mangalwadi's wide-ranging and fascinating investigation,
you'll discover: What triggered the West's passion for scientific, medical, and technological
advancement How the biblical notion of human dignity informs the West's social structure and how
it intersects with other worldviews How the Bible created a fertile ground for women to find social
and economic empowerment How the Bible has uniquely equipped the West to cultivate compassion,
human rights, prosperity, and strong families The role of the Bible in the transformation of education
How the modern literary notion of a hero has been shaped by the Bible's archetypal protagonist
Journey with Mangalwadi as he examines the origins of a civilization's greatness and the misguided
beliefs that threaten to unravel its progress. Learn how the Bible transformed the social, political,
and religious institutions that have sustained Western culture for the past millennium, and discover
how secular corruption endangers the stability and longevity of Western civilization. Endorsements:
“This is an extremely significant piece of work with huge global implications. Vishal brings a timely
message.” (Ravi Zacharias, author, Walking from East to West and Beyond Opinion) “In polite
society, the mere mention of the Bible often introduces a certain measure of anxiety. A serious
discussion on the Bible can bring outright contempt. Therefore, it is most refreshing to encounter
this engaging and informed assessment of the Bible’s profound impact on the modern world. Where
Bloom laments the closing of the American mind, Mangalwadi brings a refreshing optimism.”
(Stanley Mattson, founder and president, C. S. Lewis Foundation) “Vishal Mangalwadi recounts
history in very broad strokes, always using his cross-cultural perspectives for highlighting the many
benefits of biblical principles in shaping civilization.” (George Marsden, professor, University of
Notre Dame; author, Fundamentalism and American Culture)

church universal triumphant: All for the Love of God Alex Reichardt, Margaret Reichardt,
2008 This book offers a collection of stories written from individuals' one-on-one interactions with
the late Mark Prophet, founder of The Summit Lighthouse.

church universal triumphant: Cults Inside Out Rick Alan Ross, 2014 A look at the world of
cults and information about the intervention process.

church universal triumphant: Politics and the English Language George Orwell,
2021-01-01 George Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this
aim shaped the future of English literature - his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to form
a new vocabulary that is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm
are amongst the most popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s
essays seeks to bring a wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new readership.
In Politics and the English Language, the second in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell takes aim at
the language used in politics, which, he says, ‘is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind’. In an age where the language used
in politics is constantly under the microscope, Orwell’s Politics and the English Language is just as
relevant today, and gives the reader a vital understanding of the tactics at play. 'A writer who can -
and must - be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times

church universal triumphant: Encyclopedic Handbook of Cults in America ]J. Gordon Melton,
1992 First Published in 1993. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

church universal triumphant: How Prophecy Lives Diana Tumminia, William H. Swatos,
2011-09-20 Taking its inspiration from the 50th anniversary of the publication of Festinger et al.'s
1956 seminal and controversial volume When Prophecy Fails, which introduced the notion of
cognitive dissonance as an explanation for how a small group of flying saucer devotees handled the
failure of a predicted visit from space aliens, this volume looks at both theoretical and empirical
studies of religious groups for whom space beings and civilizations provided an inspiration to




prepare for the nearness of events that would trigger the end of the world. Rather than examining
merely the rationales adopted to account for the disappointments associated with such failures, the
core of the present volume seeks to explore the dynamics that inspire not only such beliefs but also
the vigorous participation in activities in which adherents engage to prepare for the coming of (or
transport to) alien civilizations from outer space. Contributors include: Lorne L. Dawson, Arthur L.
Greil, Ralph W. Hood, Jr., Benton Johnson, Salvador J. Murguia, Jon R. Stone, Bradley Whitsel, and
Stuart A. Wright.

church universal triumphant: Santa Fe, Bill Tate, and Me Joe Szimhart, 2020-01-04 How
did you get into cult deprogramming? That question always came up when I lectured about the cult
problem. This memoir answers that question and more. My cult intervention career began in 1980 in
Santa Fe, NM five years after I moved there. During my first day exploring Santa Fe, [ met Bill Tate
at his cluttered gallery on Canyon Road. I introduced myself as an artist recently graduated from the
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in search of a career. Bill Tate and I would become good friends.
On my first day in Santa Fe, I encountered weird leads to three new religious movements based on
the Theosophical Society and occult revelations of Helena Blavatsky: the Agni Yoga Society, the I AM
Activity, and Church Universal and Triumphant or Summit Lighthouse. My prior interest in modern
artists like W. Kandinsky who valued Theosophy and in William Blake who created a unique poetic
theosophy created a foundation from which I launched into seeker mode. I wanted to find out how
real the world of mysterious, quasi-mythical masters guiding the human race was and whether I was
called to play a role in that elite brotherhood. The Church Universal and Triumphant sect claimed to
carry on the teachings of the I AM Activity and the Agni Yoga movements, so I participated in three
CUT conferences with thousands of other seekers during 1979 and 1980. By the end of 1980, I was
disenchanted with CUT. The memoir describes that process of disenchantment and how my research
led to a means to educate others victimized by strange teachings and manipulative cult leaders. As
the reader, you will learn how one artist entered the shadowy world of deprogramming in 1985 to
work on hundreds of cases internationally. You will encounter a sampling of interventions and the
basis upon which people would reconsider their devotion to deceptive cults and abusive
relationships. You will learn how skepticism, properly applied, can lead to a healthier spiritual
orientation. You will find another reason why Santa Fe is The City Different and New Mexico is The
Land of Enchantment. And you will learn something of Bill Tate, who once wrote that I was his best
friend.

church universal triumphant: Economic Origins of Roman Christianity Robert Burton
Ekelund, Robert D. Tollison, 2011-08-15 Using basic concepts of economic theory, the authors
explain the origin and subsequent spread of Roman Christianity, showing first how the standard
concepts of risk, cost and benefit can account for the demand for religion.

church universal triumphant: The I AM Discourses Godfre Ray King, St. Germain, 1935
Awaken to the fact that your thought and feeling in the past have built—created—the inharmony of
your world today. Arise! I say, Arise! and walk with the Father—the “I AM”—that you may be free
from these limitations. Life, in all Its Activities everywhere manifest, is God in Action; and it is only
through lack of the understanding of applied thought and feeling that mankind is constantly
interrupting the pure flow of that Perfect Essence of Life which would, without interference,
naturally express Its Perfection everywhere.

church universal triumphant: Seculosity David Zahl, 2019-04-02 At the heart of our current
moment lies a universal yearning, writes David Zahl, not to be happy or respected so much as
enough--what religions call righteous. To fill the void left by religion, we look to all sorts of everyday
activities--from eating and parenting to dating and voting--for the identity, purpose, and meaning
once provided on Sunday morning. In our striving, we are chasing a sense of enoughness. But it
remains ever out of reach, and the effort and anxiety are burning us out. Seculosity takes a
thoughtful yet entertaining tour of American performancism and its cousins, highlighting both their
ingenuity and mercilessness, all while challenging the conventional narrative of religious decline.
Zahl unmasks the competing pieties around which so much of our lives revolve, and he does so in a



way that's at points playful, personal, and incisive. Ultimately he brings us to a fresh appreciation for
the grace of God in all its countercultural wonder.

church universal triumphant: The Great White Brotherhood Elizabeth Clare Prophet,
2015-08-31 Throughout the ages, there have been men and women in every race and religion that
have mastered time and space, transcended the cycles of karma and rebirth, and returned to the
Source of all life. By attaining the goal of life, the ascension, these souls have become ascended
masters. In this book, drawn from the author’s pivotal spiritual conference held at Mount Shasta in
1975, you will discover how the saints and sages of both East and West work together behind the
scenes of life with seekers in every field of human endeavor. Learn about this vast brotherhood of
light, known as the Great White Brotherhood (the word “white” refers not to race but to the aura of
white light that surrounds these ascended masters), their devotion to humanity, and their tireless
efforts to help you and those you love. Contains an easy-to-understand and unique approach to
spiritual astrology called the “Cosmic Clock,” with diagrams. Also explores key interpretations of the
Book of Revelation, America’s unique role, and the little-known vision of George Washington and the
prophecy of Sir William Hope about the future of America.

church universal triumphant: 400 Years of Imaginary Friends Kenneth Paolini, Talita
Paolini, Joe Szimhart, 2000 400 Years of Imaginary Friends: A Journey Into the World of Adepts,
Masters, Ascended Masters, and Their Messengers takes you inside one of these groups, Church
Universal and Triumphant. The Paolinis' trek into the group and their personal interaction with its
leader, Elizabeth Clare Prophet, gives you insight into a modern-day Masters group. Their struggle
to leave and find independence outside of the organization is riveting.

church universal triumphant: Bunker Bradley Garrett, 2021-08-03 Since prehistory, bunkers
have been built as protection from cataclysmic social and environmental forces, and as places of
power and transformation. Today, the bunker has become the extreme expression of our greatest
fears- from pandemics to climate change and nuclear war. And once you look, it doesn't take long to
start seeing bunkers everywhere. In Bunker, acclaimed urban explorer and cultural geographer
Bradley Garrett explores the global and rapidly growing movement of 'prepping' for social and
environmental collapse, or 'Doomsday'. From the 'dread merchants' hustling safe spaces in the
American mid-West to eco-fortresses in Thailand, from geoscrapers to armoured mobile bunkers,
Bunker is a brilliant, original and never less than deeply disturbing story from the frontlines of the
way we live now, an illuminating reflection on our age of disquiet and dread that brings it into new,
sharp focus. The bunker, Garrett shows, is all around us, in malls, airports, gated communities, the
vehicles we drive. Most of all, he shows, it's in our minds.

church universal triumphant: Reincarnation Elizabeth Clare Prophet, Erin L. Prophet, 1997
Using the latest scholarship and evidence from the Dead Sea Scrolls and Gnostic texts, this
groundbreaking work traces the history of reincarnation in Christianity--from Jesus and early
Christians through Church councils and the persecution of so-called heretics.

church universal triumphant: Pearls of Wisdom Elizabeth Clare Prophet, 1981

church universal triumphant: The Scourge of God S. M. Stirling, 2008-09-02 “Vivid...Stirling
eloquently describes a devastated, mystical world that will appeal to fans of traditional fantasy as
well as postapocalyptic SF.” - Publishers Weekly (Starred Review) Rudi Mackenzie—son and heir of
the High Priestess Juniper Mackenzie and the Bear Lord Michael Havel—continues his trek across
the land that was once the United States of America. His destination: Nantucket, where he hopes to
learn the truth behind the Change, which rendered technology across the globe inoperable. During
his travels, Rudi forges ties with new allies in the continuing war against the Prophet. Presiding over
his flock, the Prophet teaches his followers that God has punished humanity by destroying
technological civilization, and that they must continue to destroy any technology they come
across—along with those who dare use it. But one fanatical officer in the Sword of the Prophet has
an even greater mission: to stop Rudi from reaching Nantucket by any means necessary.

church universal triumphant: The Symbolism of Churches and Church Ornaments Guillaume
Durand, 1843




church universal triumphant: The Lost Years of Jesus Elizabeth Clare Prophet, 2020-12-22
“Reads like a detective thriller! It picks you up and never lets go of you.” —Jess Stearn, bestselling
author of Edgar Cayce, The Sleeping Prophet Ancient texts reveal that Jesus spent 17 years in the
Orient. They say that from age 13 to age 29, Jesus traveled to India, Nepal, Ladakh and Tibet as both
student and teacher. For the first time, Elizabeth Clare Prophet brings together the testimony of
four eyewitnesses—and three variant translations—of these remarkable documents. She tells the
intriguing story of how Russian journalist Nicolas Notovitch discovered the manuscripts in 1887 in a
monastery in Ladakh. Critics “proved” they did not exist—then three distinguished scholars and
educators rediscovered them in the twentieth century. Now you can read for yourself what Jesus
said and did prior to his Palestinian mission. It’s one of the most revolutionary messages of our time.

church universal triumphant: Which Cult Should I Join? Jo Stewart, 2017-05 Are you looking
for a spitirual path, but don't know which way to turn? Do you find the regular, mainstream religions
a little lacking in personality? Maybe you're just not sure how to find the right charismatic leader to
follow and obey. Do you believe in God, or are UFOs more your schtick? Are you interested in a
community that gets around in snazzy robes, or do you prefer to travel naked on the astral plane?
Which Cult Should I join? is a handy choose-your-own guidebook that will help you uncover which
modern history's most (in)famous cults -- from the wacky and ininocent to the downright deadly -- is
the right cult for you! -- Back cover.

church universal triumphant: The Path to Attainment Mark L. Prophet, Elizabeth Clare
Prophet, 2009-11-23 Attainment is the goal of the spiritual path. But it is not the power to perform
miracles or to control others. It is the ability to give and receive energy in harmony. This volume of
the authors’ Climb the Highest Mountain series explains important keys to attainment, including
how to work with the masters of wisdom who can mentor your soul and how to chart and navigate
the cycles of positive and negative karma unique to each of us. You will explore how each age in
humanity’s evolution has brought new spiritual revelations and how the world’s major religions
facilitate soul development in different ways. You will also gain a greater understanding of twin
flames, soul mates and karmic relationships as well as our soul’s natural desire for union and
wholeness.

church universal triumphant: Life in the Body of Christ Curtis C. Thomas, 2006 Thomas
offers practical, biblical instruction on a wide range of issues involving individual and corporate
participation and responsibility in the life of a local church. (Christian)
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