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Barrel Vault Art History Definition: A Comprehensive
Guide

Introduction:

Step into the world of architectural marvels with this comprehensive exploration of the barrel vault.
More than just a curved ceiling, the barrel vault holds a significant place in art history, influencing
countless structures and artistic expressions across millennia. This post will delve into the precise
barrel vault art history definition, tracing its origins, evolution, and lasting impact on architectural
design and artistic sensibilities. We'll examine its construction, variations, and significance in
different architectural styles, providing a detailed understanding for both art enthusiasts and
curious minds. Prepare to uncover the fascinating story behind this enduring architectural element.

What is a Barrel Vault? A Detailed Definition:

A barrel vault, also known as a tunnel vault or wagon vault, is an architectural element defined as a
continuous semicircular vaulting system formed by extending an arch along its axis. Imagine a series
of arches placed side-by-side, seamlessly merging to create a long, arched corridor or ceiling. This
creates a continuous, uninterrupted surface spanning a rectangular space, effectively transferring
the weight of the structure to the supporting walls. The simple yet powerful form of the barrel vault
has made it a fundamental building block in architectural design for thousands of years.
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Historical Origins and Early Examples:

The origins of the barrel vault can be traced back to ancient civilizations. Early examples are found
in Mesopotamia, where the Assyrians employed this technique in their palace constructions. The
Romans, renowned for their engineering prowess, perfected and widely adopted the barrel vault,
utilizing it in vast structures like bathhouses, aqueducts, and public buildings. The Pantheon in
Rome, though utilizing a dome, showcases the Romans' mastery of vaulted construction principles.
These early examples demonstrate the vault's early importance for spanning large interior spaces
without the need for intermediate supports.

Evolution and Variations of the Barrel Vault:

Over time, architects developed variations of the basic barrel vault to address specific design needs
and aesthetic preferences. These include:

Groin Vault: Formed by the intersection of two barrel vaults at right angles, creating a cruciform
plan. This allowed for more complex spatial arrangements and the covering of larger areas.

Rib Vault: A type of groin vault where ribs or arches are used to define and strengthen the vault’s
structure, enhancing its visual appeal and potentially reducing the thickness of the supporting walls.

Half-Barrel Vault: Also known as a half-cylinder vault, this variation uses a semi-circular vault that
covers only half the width of a space. It often appears as a recessed element within a larger
structure.

Barrel Vault in Different Architectural Styles:
The barrel vault’s impact transcends specific periods and styles.

Romanesque Architecture: The barrel vault became a defining feature of Romanesque churches,
offering a simple yet effective way to cover wide naves. However, the immense weight of these
vaults often necessitated thick walls and smaller window openings.

Gothic Architecture: While Gothic architecture eventually moved towards pointed ribbed vaults,
early Gothic structures still incorporated barrel vaults, especially in transitional phases. The pointed
arch and ribbed vault system ultimately proved more efficient in handling the weight and allowed for
taller, lighter structures.

Modern and Contemporary Architecture: Even in contemporary architecture, the barrel vault
continues to find application, though often with modified forms and materials. Its simplicity and
structural efficiency make it a timeless solution.

The Barrel Vault's Artistic and Symbolic Significance:

Beyond its structural function, the barrel vault possesses artistic and symbolic significance. The
continuous, flowing lines create a sense of movement and grandeur. In religious architecture, the
expansive interior created by the barrel vault could evoke feelings of awe and inspire a sense of the
divine.



Conclusion:

The barrel vault art history definition extends beyond a mere technical description; it encompasses a
rich history of architectural innovation and artistic expression. From its ancient origins to its
continued use in modern buildings, the barrel vault stands as a testament to human ingenuity and
the enduring power of simple yet elegant forms. Its impact on architectural design is undeniable,
shaping the character of countless structures throughout history and leaving an indelible mark on
the landscape of art and architecture.

FAQs:

1. What materials were typically used to construct barrel vaults throughout history? Materials varied
across different periods and regions. Romans used concrete extensively, while later periods
employed brick, stone, and even timber in some cases.

2. What are the limitations of using a barrel vault in architectural design? The main limitations
include the weight of the vault itself, which often requires strong supporting walls, and the tendency
for lateral thrust, meaning the vault pushes outwards on the walls, requiring careful engineering.

3. How did the barrel vault influence the development of other vaulting systems? The barrel vault
served as a foundational element, paving the way for more complex vault types like the groin and rib
vault, which addressed some of its limitations.

4. Are there any modern examples of barrel vault construction? Yes, though often modified, the
principle of the barrel vault remains relevant in contemporary architecture, seen in certain
museums, transportation hubs, and even residential structures.

5. How did the barrel vault contribute to the development of interior spaces? The barrel vault
allowed for the creation of larger, uninterrupted interior spaces, free from the need for internal
columns or supports, which influenced the development of expansive halls, churches, and other
public buildings.

barrel vault art history definition: History of Art and Architecture Joann Lacey,
2021-01-24 This is a survey of the history of art and architecture of Western civilizations. The
textbook extends from the age of Prehistory until the end of the Gothic period. The textbook includes
illustrations, graphs, and reconstruction images curated from Creative Commons material. The
textbook includes original text not protected intellectual property.

barrel vault art history definition: Innovative Vaulting in the Architecture of the Roman
Empire Lynne C. Lancaster, 2015-11-12 This book on Roman construction explains why and how
Roman builders employed a set of unusual vaulting techniques and explores why each is confined to
a particular area of the Empire. It is written to be accessible to advanced students as well as experts
in the field.

barrel vault art history definition: History of Construction Cultures Volume 2 Joao
Mascarenhas-Mateus, Ana Paula Pires, 2021-07-08 Volume 2 of History of Construction Cultures
contains papers presented at the 7ICCH - Seventh International Congress on Construction History,
held at the Lisbon School of Architecture, Portugal, from 12 to 16 July, 2021. The conference has
been organized by the Lisbon School of Architecture (FAUL), NOVA School of Social Sciences and
Humanities, the Portuguese Society for Construction History Studies and the University of the
Azores. The contributions cover the wide interdisciplinary spectrum of Construction History and




consist on the most recent advances in theory and practical case studies analysis, following themes
such as: - epistemological issues; - building actors; - building materials; - building machines, tools
and equipment; - construction processes; - building services and techniques ; -structural theory and
analysis ; - political, social and economic aspects; - knowledge transfer and cultural translation of
construction cultures. Furthermore, papers presented at thematic sessions aim at covering
important problematics, historical periods and different regions of the globe, opening new directions
for Construction History research. We are what we build and how we build; thus, the study of
Construction History is now more than ever at the centre of current debates as to the shape of a
sustainable future for humankind. Therefore, History of Construction Cultures is a critical and
indispensable work to expand our understanding of the ways in which everyday building activities
have been perceived and experienced in different cultures, from ancient times to our century and all
over the world.

barrel vault art history definition: Digital Analysis of Vaults in English Medieval
Architecture Alexandrina Buchanan, James Hillson, Nicholas Webb, 2021 Medieval churches are
one of the most remarkable creative and technical achievements in architectural history. The
complex vaults spanning their vast interiors have fascinated both visitors and worshippers alike for
over 900 years, prompting many to ask: 'How did they do that?' Yet very few original texts or
drawings survive to explain the processes behind their design or construction. This book presents a
ground-breaking new approach for analysing medieval vaulting using advanced digital technologies.
Focusing on the intricately patterned rib vaulting of 13th and 14th century England, the authors
re-examine a series of key sites within the history of Romanesque and Gothic Architecture, using
extensive digital surveys to examine the geometries of the vaults and provide new insights into the
design and construction practices of medieval masons. From the simple surfaces of 11th-century
groin vaults to the gravity-defying pendant vaults of the 16th century, they explore a wide range of
questions including: How were medieval vaults conceived and constructed? How were ideas
transferred between sites? What factors led to innovations? How can digital methods be used to
enhance our understanding of medieval architectural design? Featuring over 200 high quality
illustrations that bring the material and the methods used to life, Digital Analysis of Vaults in English
Medieval Architecture is ideal reading for students, researchers and anyone with an interest in
medieval architecture, construction history, architectural history and design, medieval geometry and
digital heritage.

barrel vault art history definition: Roman Art Nancy Lorraine Thompson, Philippe De
Montebello, John Kent Lydecker, Carlos A. Picon, 2007 A complete introduction to the rich cultural
legacy of Rome through the study of Roman art ... It includes a discussion of the relevance of Rome
to the modern world, a short historical overview, and descriptions of forty-five works of art in the
Roman collection organized in three thematic sections: Power and Authority in Roman Portraiture;
Myth, Religion, and the Afterlife; and Daily Life in Ancient Rome. This resource also provides lesson
plans and classroom activities.--Publisher website.

barrel vault art history definition: Building Construction Handbook Roy Chudley, Roger
Greeno, 2016-04-14 Ideal for students on all construction courses Topics presented concisely in
plain language and with clear drawings Updated to include revisions to Building and Construction
regulations The Building Construction Handbook is THE authoritative reference for all construction
students and professionals. Its detailed drawings clearly illustrate the construction of building
elements, and have been an invaluable guide for builders since 1988. The principles and processes
of construction are explained with the concepts of design included where appropriate. Extensive
coverage of building construction practice, techniques, and regulations representing both traditional
procedures and modern developments are included to provide the most comprehensive and easy to
understand guide to building construction. This new edition has been updated to reflect recent
changes to the building regulations, as well as new material on the latest technologies used in
domestic construction. Building Construction Handbook is the essential, easy-to-use resource for
undergraduate and vocational students on a wide range of courses including NVQ and BTEC



National, through to Higher National Certificate and Diploma, to Foundation and three-year Degree
level. It is also a useful practical reference for building designers, contractors and others engaged in
the construction industry.

barrel vault art history definition: Modern Buildings in Britain Owen Hatherley,
2022-04-07 The definitive illustrated guide to modern British architecture, from one of the most
acclaimed critics at work today Modernism is now a century old, and its consequences are all around
us, built into our everyday lived environments. Its place in Britain's history is fiercely contested, and
its role in our future is the subject of ongoing controversy - but modernist buildings have
undoubtedly changed our cities, politics and identity forever. In Modern Buildings in Britain, Owen
Hatherley applauds the ambition and explores the significance of this most divisive of architectures,
travelling from Aberystwyth to Aberdeen, from St Ives to Shetland, in search of our most important
and distinctive modern buildings. Drawing on hundreds of examples, we learn how the concrete of
Brutalism embodies post-war civic principles, how corporate values were expressed in the glass
facades of the International Style, and why Ecomodernist experimentation is often consigned to the
geographic fringes. As Hatherley considers the social, political and cultural value of these structures
- a number of which are threatened by demolition - two linked questions emerge: what happens to a
building after it has been lived in, and what becomes of an idea when its time has passed? With more
than six hundred pages of trenchantly opinionated, often witty analysis, and with three hundred
photographs in duotone and colour, Modern Buildings in Britain is a landmark contribution to the
history of British architecture.

barrel vault art history definition: A New World History of Art Sheldon Cheney, 1956
Based on a world history of art, this volume integrates the story of art into a cohesive narrative and
encourages the reader to experience a work of art rather than merely learn about it. Consentrates
chiefly on painting and sculpture, but does include some architecture and minor arts.

barrel vault art history definition: In What Style Should We Build? Heinrich Hubsch,
1996-07-11 Hubsch's argument that the technical progress and changed living habits of the
nineteenth century rendered neoclassical principles antiquated is presented here along with
responses to his essay by architects, historians, and critics over two decades.

barrel vault art history definition: Architectural Styles Owen Hopkins, 2014-09-08 Have
you ever wondered what the difference is between Gothic and Gothic Revival, or how to distinguish
between Baroque and Neoclassical? This guide makes extensive use of photographs to identify and
explain the characteristic features of nearly 300 buildings. The result is a clear and easy-to-navigate
guide to identifying the key styles of western architecture from the classical age to the present day.

barrel vault art history definition: Concrete Vaulted Construction in Imperial Rome Lynne C.
Lancaster, 2005-08-08 Concrete Vaulted Construction in Imperial Rome examines methods and
techniques that enabled builders to construct some of the most imposing monuments of ancient
Rome. Focusing on structurally innovative vaulting and the factors that influenced its advancement,
Lynne Lancaster also explores a range of related practices, including lightweight pumice as
aggregate, amphoras in vaults, vaulting ribs, metal tie bars, and various techniques of buttressing.
She provides the geological background of the local building stones and applies mineralogical
analysis to determine material provenance, which in turn suggests trading patterns and land use.
Lancaster also examines construction techniques in relation to the social, economic, and political
contexts of Rome, in an effort to draw connections between changes in the building industry and the
events that shaped Roman society from the early empire to late antiquity. This book was awarded
the James R. Wiseman Book Award from the Archaeological Institute of America in 2007.

barrel vault art history definition: Experiencing Architecture, second edition Steen Eiler
Rasmussen, 1964-03-15 A classic examination of superb design through the centuries. Widely
regarded as a classic in the field, Experiencing Architecture explores the history and promise of
good design. Generously illustrated with historical examples of designing excellence—ranging from
teacups, riding boots, and golf balls to the villas of Palladio and the fish-feeding pavilion of Beijing's
Winter Palace—Rasmussen's accessible guide invites us to appreciate architecture not only as a




profession, but as an art that shapes everyday experience. In the past, Rasmussen argues,
architecture was not just an individual pursuit, but a community undertaking. Dwellings were built
with a natural feeling for place, materials and use, resulting in “a remarkably suitable comeliness.”
While we cannot return to a former age, Rasmussen notes, we can still design spaces that are
beautiful and useful by seeking to understand architecture as an art form that must be experienced.
An understanding of good design comes not only from one's professional experience of architecture
as an abstract, individual pursuit, but also from one's shared, everyday experience of architecture in
real time—its particular use of light, color, shape, scale, texture, rhythm and sound. Experiencing
Architecture reminds us of what good architectural design has accomplished over time, what it can
accomplish still, and why it is worth pursuing. Wide-ranging and approachable, it is for anyone who
has ever wondered “what instrument the architect plays on.”

barrel vault art history definition: A Short History of the Renaissance in Europe Margaret L.
King, 2016-09-22 Writing about the Renaissance can be a daunting task. Not only do scholars
disagree on what the Renaissance is, but they also disagree on whether or not it even took place.
Margaret L. King's richly illustrated social history of the Renaissance succeeds as a trusted
resource, introducing readers to Europe between 1300-1700, as well as to the problems of cultural
renewal. A Short History of the Renaissance in Europe includes a detailed discussion of Burckhardt
as well as new content on European contact with the Islamic world. This new edition also provides
improved coverage of the Protestant and Catholic Reformations. Focus features provide fascinating
insights into the Renaissance era, and Voices sections introduce a wealth of primary sources. King's
engaging narrative is enhanced by over 100 images, statistical tables, timelines, a glossary, and
suggested readings.

barrel vault art history definition: A History of Western Architecture David Watkin, 1996
Preface p. 6 1 Mesopotamia and Egypt p. 9 Mesopotamia p. 9 Egypt p. 13 2 The Classical
Foundation: Greek, Hellenistic, Roman p. 19 The Bronze Age Heritage p. 19 The Hellenistic
Background p. 41 The Rise of Rome p. 57 3 Early Christian and Byzantine p. 89 4 Carolingian and
Romanesque p. 107 5 The Gothic Experiment p. 149 France p. 150 England p. 168 Germany and
Central Europe, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Portugal p. 185 Town Planning p. 207 6 Renaissance
Harmony p. 211 The Birth of the Renaissance p. 211 High Renaissance p. 223 The Renaissance
Outside Italy p. 251 Town Planning p. 279 7 Baroque Expansion p. 283 Italy p. 283 Baroque Outside
Italy p. 314 Town Planning p. 362 8 Eighteenth-Century Classicism p. 369 The Impact of Rome p.
369 The Rise of Neo-Classicism in France p. 391 The Classical Tradition Elsewhere in Europe p. 410
The Rise of Classicism in the USA p. 424 Town Planning p. 434 9 The Nineteenth Century p. 439
France p. 439 Britain p. 459 Germany, Austria and Italy p. 477 Scandinavia, Russia and Greece p.
497 Belgium and Holland p. 509 USA p. 512 Town Planning p. 530 10 Art Nouveau p. 537 Belgium
and France p. 537 Scotland and England p. 543 Germany, Austria and Italy p. 546 Spain p. 556 11
The Twentieth Century p. 565 USA Up to 1939 p. 565 Europe Up to 1939 p. 582 Modernism After
1945 p. 648 Post-Modernism p. 660 Town Planning p. 668 Architecture for the Millennium p. 670
Glossary p. 685 Further Reading p. 688 Acknowledgements p. 693 Index p. 694.

barrel vault art history definition: Horizontal-Span Building Structures Wolfgang Schueller,
1983

barrel vault art history definition: An Introduction to Shell Structures Michele
Melaragno, 2012-12-06 Shell structures is a term defining concrete or steel vaults of present century
architecture that derive from the masonry vaults and domes of the past.

barrel vault art history definition: Of Rocks and Water Omiir Harmansah, 2014-07-11
People are drawn to places where geology performs its miracles: ice-cold spring waters gushing
from the rock, mysterious caves which act as conduits for ancestors and divinities traveling back and
forth to the underworld, sacred bodies of water where communities make libations and offer
sacrifices. This volume presents a series of archaeological landscapes from the Iranian highlands to
the Anatolian Plateau, and from the Mediterranean borderlands to Mesoamerica. Contributors all
have a deep interest in the making and the long-term history of unorthodox places of human



interaction with the mineral world, specifically the landscapes of rocks and water. Working with rock
reliefs, sacred springs and lakes, caves, cairns, ruins and other meaningful places, they draw
attention to the need for a rigorous field methodology and theoretical framework for working with
such special places. At a time when network models, urban-centered and macro-scale perspectives
dominate discussions of ancient landscapes, this unusual volume takes us to remote, unmappable
places of cultural practice, social imagination and political appropriation. It offers not only a diverse
set of case studies approaching small meaningful places in their special geological grounding, but
also suggests new methodologies and interpretive approaches to understand places and the
processes of place-making.

barrel vault art history definition: The Language of Art Philip C. Beam, 1958 In an attempt
to overcome his grief, a boy tries to think of the ten best things about his dead cat.

barrel vault art history definition: Anglo-Norman Studies XXXV David Bates, 2013 The
articles in this volume focus on aspects of the history of the duchy of Normandy. Their topics include
arguments for a new approach to the history of early Normandy, Norman abbesses, and the
proposition that Robert Curthose was effectively written out of the duchy's history.

barrel vault art history definition: Historical Painting Techniques, Materials, and
Studio Practice Arie Wallert, Erma Hermens, Marja Peek, 1995-08-24 Bridging the fields of
conservation, art history, and museum curating, this volume contains the principal papers from an
international symposium titled Historical Painting Techniques, Materials, and Studio Practice at the
University of Leiden in Amsterdam, Netherlands, from June 26 to 29, 1995. The
symposium—designed for art historians, conservators, conservation scientists, and museum curators
worldwide—was organized by the Department of Art History at the University of Leiden and the Art
History Department of the Central Research Laboratory for Objects of Art and Science in
Amsterdam. Twenty-five contributors representing museums and conservation institutions
throughout the world provide recent research on historical painting techniques, including wall
painting and polychrome sculpture. Topics cover the latest art historical research and scientific
analyses of original techniques and materials, as well as historical sources, such as medieval
treatises and descriptions of painting techniques in historical literature. Chapters include the
painting methods of Rembrandt and Vermeer, Dutch 17th-century landscape painting, wall paintings
in English churches, Chinese paintings on paper and canvas, and Tibetan thangkas. Color plates and
black-and-white photographs illustrate works from the Middle Ages to the 20th century.

barrel vault art history definition: Architecture Francis D. K. Ching, 2012-07-16 A superb
visual reference to the principles of architecture Now including interactive CD-ROM! For more than
thirty years, the beautifully illustrated Architecture: Form, Space, and Order has been the classic
introduction to the basic vocabulary of architectural design. The updated Third Edition features
expanded sections on circulation, light, views, and site context, along with new considerations of
environmental factors, building codes, and contemporary examples of form, space, and order. This
classic visual reference helps both students and practicing architects understand the basic
vocabulary of architectural design by examining how form and space are ordered in the built
environment.? Using his trademark meticulous drawing, Professor Ching shows the relationship
between fundamental elements of architecture through the ages and across cultural boundaries. By
looking at these seminal ideas, Architecture: Form, Space, and Order encourages the reader to look
critically at the built environment and promotes a more evocative understanding of architecture. In
addition to updates to content and many of the illustrations, this new edition includes a companion
CD-ROM that brings the book's architectural concepts to life through three-dimensional models and
animations created by Professor Ching.

barrel vault art history definition: Aesthetic Experiences and Classical Antiquity Jonas
Grethlein, 2017-11-02 This book investigates the nature of aesthetic experience with the help of
ancient material, exploring our responses to both narratives and images.

barrel vault art history definition: Medieval Art Marilyn Stokstad, 1986 Medieval Art spans
the period from the second to the fifteenth centuries with over 400 illustrations, over 90 in color,



four maps, a chronological table, glossary, bibliography, and index.

barrel vault art history definition: A History of Architecture in All Countries James
Fergusson, 1865

barrel vault art history definition: Statics of Historic Masonry Constructions Mario Como,
2012-12-14 Masonry constructions are the great majority of the buildings in Europe’s historical
centres and the most important monuments in its architectural heritage and the demand for their
safety assessments and restoration projects is pressing and constant. Nevertheless, there is a lack of
a widely accepted approach to studying the statics of masonry structures. This book aims to help fill
these gaps by presenting a new comprehensive, unified theory of statics of masonry constructions.
The book, result of thirty years of research and professional experience, through an interdisciplinary
approach combining engineering, architecture, advances from the simple to the complex and
analyses statics of a large variety of masonry constructions, as arches, domes, cross and cloister
vaults, piers, towers, cathedrals and buildings under seismic actions.

barrel vault art history definition: The Garland Library of the History of Art: Sixteenth
century art and architecture , 1976

barrel vault art history definition: American Journal of Archaeology and of the History
of the Fine Arts, 1942

barrel vault art history definition: The Genius of Architecture, Or, The Analogy of that
Art with Our Sensations Nicolas Le Camus de Mézieres, 1992 This series offers a range of
heretofore unavailable writings in English translation on the subjects of art, architecture, and
aesthetics. Camus's description of the French hotel argues that architecture should please the
senses and the mind.

barrel vault art history definition: Medieval Art Michael Byron Norris, Rebecca Arkenberyg,
2005 This educational resource packet covers more than 1200 years of medieval art from western
Europe and Byzantium, as represented by objects in the collection of The Metropolitan Museum of
Art. Among the contents of this resource are: an overview of medieval art and the period; a
collection of aspects of medieval life, including knighthood, monasticism, pilgrimage, and pleasures
and pastimes; information on materials and techniques medieval artists used; maps; a timeline; a
bibliography; and a selection of useful resources, including a list of significant collections of
medieval art in the U.S. and Canada and a guide to relevant Web sites. Tote box includes a binder
book containing background information, lesson plans, timeline, glossary, bibliography, suggested
additional resources, and 35 slides, as well as two posters and a 2 CD-ROMs.

barrel vault art history definition: A Dictionary of Science, Literature, & Art William
Thomas Brande, 1842

barrel vault art history definition: Roman Imperial Architecture John Bryan Ward-Perkins,
1994-01-01 The history of Roman Imperial architecture is one of the interaction of two dominant
themes: in Rome itself the emergence of a new architecture based on the use of a revolutionary new
material, Roman concrete; and in the provinces, the development of interrelated but distinctive
Romano-provicial schools. The metropolitan school, exemplified in the Pantheon, the Imperial Baths,
and the apartment houses of Ostia, constitutes Rome's great original contribution. The role of the
provinces ranged from the preservation of a lively Hellenistic tradition to the assimilation of ideas
from the east and from the military frontiers. It was--finally--Late Roman architecture that
transmitted the heritage of Greece and Rome to the medieval world.

barrel vault art history definition: A Companion to Islamic Granada Barbara Boloix-Gallardo,
2021-11-22 A Companion to Islamic Granada gathers, for the first time in English, a number of
essays exploring aspects of the Islamic history of this city from the 8th through the 15th centuries
from an interdisciplinary perspective. This collective volume examines the political development of
Medieval Gharnata under the rule of different dynasties, drawing on both historiographical and
archaeological sources. It also analyses the complexity of its religious and multicultural society, as
well as its economic, scientific, and intellectual life. The volume also transcends the year 1492,
analysing the development of both the mudejar and the morisco populations and their contribution




to Grenadian culture and architecture up to the 17th century. Contributors are: Barbara
Boloix-Gallardo, Maria Jesus Viguera-Molins, Alberto Garcia-Porras, Antonio Malpica-Cuello, Bilal
Sarr-Marroco, Allen Fromherz, Bernard Vincent, Maribel Fierro-Bello, Ma Luisa Avila-Navarro, Juan
Pedro Monferrer-Sala, José Martinez-Delgado, Luis Bernabé-Pons, Adela Fabregas-Garcia, Josef
Zenka, Amalia Zomeno-Rodriguez, Delfina Serrano-Ruano, Julio Sams6-Moya, Celia del
Moral-Molina, José Miguel Puerta-Vilchez, Antonio Orihuela-Uzal, Ieva Réklaityté, and Rafael
Lépez-Guzman.

barrel vault art history definition: Précis of the Lectures on Architecture Jean-Nicolas-Louis
Durand, 2000-01-01 Jean-Nicolas-Louis Durand (1760-1834) regarded the Précis of the Lectures on
Architecture (1802-5) and its companion volume, the Graphic Portion (1821), as both a basic course
for future civil engineers and a treatise. Focusing the practice of architecture on utilitarian and
economic values, he assailed the rationale behind classical architectural training: beauty,
proportionality, and symbolism. His formal systematization of plans, elevations, and sections
transformed architectural design into a selective modular typology in which symmetry and simple
geometrical forms prevailed. His emphasis on pragmatic values, to the exclusion of metaphysical
concerns, represented architecture as a closed system that subjected its own formal language to
logical processes. Now published in English for the first time, the Précis and the Graphic Portion are
classics of architectural education.

barrel vault art history definition: Traditional Domestic Architecture of the Arab Region
Friedrich Ragette, 2003 1.Introduction 2.The Arab Region 3.The origins of architecture 4.
Traditional materials for construction 5. Traditional structures 6.Shelter in the Arab Region 7.The
planning elements 8.Water and waste management 9.Traditional design strategies 10.Exceptions to
the rule 11.Case studies 12.Western vs Eastern ways 13.Appendix.

barrel vault art history definition: Development & Character of Gothic Architecture
Charles Herbert Moore, 1890

barrel vault art history definition: Noise, Water, Meat Douglas Kahn, 2001-08-24 An
examination of the role of sound in twentieth-century arts. This interdisciplinary history and theory
of sound in the arts reads the twentieth century by listening to it—to the emphatic and exceptional
sounds of modernism and those on the cusp of postmodernism, recorded sound, noise, silence, the
fluid sounds of immersion and dripping, and the meat voices of viruses, screams, and bestial cries.
Focusing on Europe in the first half of the century and the United States in the postwar years,
Douglas Kahn explores aural activities in literature, music, visual arts, theater, and film. Placing
aurality at the center of the history of the arts, he revisits key artistic questions, listening to the
sounds that drown out the politics and poetics that generated them. Artists discussed include
Antonin Artaud, George Brecht, William Burroughs, John Cage, Sergei Eisenstein, Fluxus, Allan
Kaprow, Michael McClure, Yoko Ono, Jackson Pollock, Luigi Russolo, and Dziga Vertov.

barrel vault art history definition: The Gothic Enterprise Robert A. Scott, 2011-06-28 The
great Gothic cathedrals of Europe are among the most astonishing achievements of Western culture.
Evoking feelings of awe and humility, they make us want to understand what inspired the people
who had the audacity to build them. This engrossing book surveys an era that has fired the historical
imagination for centuries. In it Robert A. Scott explores why medieval people built Gothic cathedrals,
how they built them, what conception of the divine lay behind their creation, and how religious and
secular leaders used cathedrals for social and political purposes. As a traveler’s companion or a rich
source of knowledge for the armchair enthusiast, The Gothic Enterprise helps us understand how
ordinary people managed such tremendous feats of physical and creative energy at a time when
technology was rudimentary, famine and disease were rampant, the climate was often harsh, and
communal life was unstable and incessantly violent. While most books about Gothic cathedrals focus
on a particular building or on the cathedrals of a specific region, The Gothic Enterprise considers
the idea of the cathedral as a humanly created space. Scott discusses why an impoverished people
would commit so many social and personal resources to building something so physically stupendous
and what this says about their ideas of the sacred, especially the vital role they ascribed to the



divine as a protector against the dangers of everyday life. Scott’s narrative offers a wealth of
fascinating details concerning daily life during medieval times. The author describes the difficulties
master-builders faced in scheduling construction that wouldn’t be completed during their own
lifetimes, how they managed without adequate numeric systems or paper on which to make detailed
drawings, and how climate, natural disasters, wars, variations in the hours of daylight throughout
the year, and the celebration of holy days affected the pace and timing of work. Scott also explains
such things as the role of relics, the quarrying and transporting of stone, and the incessant conflict
cathedral-building projects caused within their communities. Finally, by drawing comparisons
between Gothic cathedrals and other monumental building projects, such as Stonehenge, Scott
expands our understanding of the human impulses that shape our landscape.

barrel vault art history definition: The Builder, 1890

barrel vault art history definition: Lothal and the Indus Civilization Shikaripur Ranganatha
Rao, 1973

barrel vault art history definition: Roman Architecture and Urbanism Fikret Yegiil, Diane
Favro, 2019-07-31 Since antiquity, Roman architecture and planning have inspired architects and
designers. In this volume, Diane Favro and Fikret Yegiil offer a comprehensive history and analysis
of the Roman built environment, emphasizing design and planning aspects of buildings and
streetscapes. They explore the dynamic evolution and dissemination of architectural ideas, showing
how local influences and technologies were incorporated across the vast Roman territory. They also
consider how Roman construction and engineering expertise, as well as logistical proficiency,
contributed to the making of bold and exceptional spaces and forms. Based on decades of first-hand
examinations of ancient sites throughout the Roman world, from Britain to Syria, the authors give
close accounts of many sites no longer extant or accessible. Written in a lively and accessible
manner, Roman Architecture and Urbanism affirms the enduring attractions of Roman buildings and
environments and their relevance to a global view of architecture. It will appeal to readers
interested in the classical world and the history of architecture and urban design, as well as wide
range of academic fields. With 835 illustrations including numerous new plans and drawings as well
as digital renderings.

Barrel (unit) - Wikipedia
A barrel is one of several units of volume applied in various contexts; there are dry barrels, fluid
barrels (such as the U.K. beer barrel and U.S. beer barrel), oil barrels, and so forth.

BARREL Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

The meaning of BARREL is a round bulging vessel of greater length than breadth that is usually
made of staves bound with hoops and has flat ends of equal diameter. How to use barrel in a
sentence.

BARREL | English meaning - Cambridge Dictiona
BARREL definition: 1. a large container, made of wood, metal, or plastic, with a flat top and bottom
and curved sides.... Learn more.

Barrel - definition of barrel by The Free Dictionary
over a barrel, at the mercy of circumstances or one's adversaries; without choices.

barrel - Wiktionary, the free dictionary

Aug 10, 2025 - barrel (plural barrels) (countable) A round (cylindrical) vessel, such as a cask, of
greater length than breadth, and bulging in the middle, made of staves bound with hoops, and
having flat ends (heads). The word is sometimes applied to a similar cylindrical container made of
metal, usually called a drum. synonym, coordinate term, near synonym quotations Synonym: bbl
Coordinate term: drum Near ...



BARREL definition and meaning | Collins English Dictiona
The barrel of a gun is the tube through which the bullet moves when the gun is fired.

Barrel - Wikipedia

A barrel is one of several units of volume, with dry barrels, fluid barrels (UK beer barrel, US beer
barrel), oil barrel, etc. The volume of some barrel units is double others, with various volumes in the
range of about 100-200 litres (22-44 imp gal; 26-53 US gal).

Cracker Barrel Old Country Store | Dine-In Or Order Online
Enjoy a family-style meal at your local Cracker Barrel Old Country Store. Dine in, or order online for
easy curbside pickup, takeout, or delivery to your door.

Barrel - Definition, Meaning, and Examples in English
A barrel is a large, cylindrical container made of wooden staves bound by metal hoops. It is
commonly used for storing and transporting liquids such as oil, wine, or beer.

Barrel | Types, Uses & Unit of Measurement | Britannica

Barrel, large, bulging cylindrical container of sturdy construction traditionally made from wooden
staves and wooden or metal hoops. The term is also a unit of volume measure, specifically 31 gallons
of a fermented or distilled beverage, or 42 gallons of a petroleum product.

Barrel (unit) - Wikipedia
A barrel is one of several units of volume applied in various contexts; there are dry barrels, fluid
barrels (such as the U.K. beer barrel and U.S. beer barrel), oil barrels, and so forth.

BARREL Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of BARREL is a round bulging vessel of greater length than breadth that is usually

made of staves bound with hoops and has flat ends of equal diameter. How to use barrel in a ...

BARREL | English meaning - Cambridge Dictiona
BARREL definition: 1. a large container, made of wood, metal, or plastic, with a flat top and bottom
and curved sides.... Learn more.

Barrel - definition of barrel by The Free Dictionary
over a barrel, at the mercy of circumstances or one's adversaries; without choices.

barrel - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Aug 10, 2025 - barrel (plural barrels) (countable) A round (cylindrical) vessel, such as a cask, of

greater length than breadth, and bulging in the middle, made of staves bound with hoops, and ...

BARREL definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
The barrel of a gun is the tube through which the bullet moves when the gun is fired.

Barrel - Wikipedia
A barrel is one of several units of volume, with dry barrels, fluid barrels (UK beer barrel, US beer
barrel), oil barrel, etc. The volume of some barrel units is double others, with various volumes ...

Cracker Barrel Old Country Store | Dine-In Or Order Online
Enjoy a family-style meal at your local Cracker Barrel Old Country Store. Dine in, or order online for
easy curbside pickup, takeout, or delivery to your door.



Barrel - Definition, Meaning, and Examples in English
A barrel is a large, cylindrical container made of wooden staves bound by metal hoops. It is
commonly used for storing and transporting liquids such as oil, wine, or beer.

Barrel | Types, Uses & Unit of Measurement | Britannica

Barrel, large, bulging cylindrical container of sturdy construction traditionally made from wooden
staves and wooden or metal hoops. The term is also a unit of volume measure, specifically 31 ...
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