Definition Of Laws In Sociology

RULE OF LAW

The rule of law states that nobody is above the law, which treats everybody equally
and impartially.

EXAMPLES

KEY PRINCIFLES
* Accountability: Everybody is
accountable to the law.

+ Just law: The law must be open &
clear, publicized, and applied
everly,

+ Traffic Laws: On an everyday level,
the enforcement of traffic laws is a
simple, yet significant demonstration
of the rule of Law.

* Tax Enforcement: Enforeing
payment of taxes ensures the rule of
law is respected by all,

* Environmental Protection: Laws
protecting the envirenment should be
enforced evenly across society in a
society governed by the rule of law.

+ Open government: The processes
of creating & enforcing laws should
be accessible & fair.

+ Accessible & impartial justice:
justice should be delivered timely by

L competent judges.
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The Definition of Laws in Sociology: More Than Just
Rules

Are you intrigued by the intricate relationship between society and its rules? Understanding the
sociological definition of laws goes beyond simply stating what's legal or illegal. It delves into the
power dynamics, social control, and the very fabric of social order. This comprehensive guide will
unravel the multifaceted definition of laws in sociology, exploring its various interpretations and its
crucial role in shaping our social world. We'll move beyond the legalistic definitions and examine the
sociological perspectives that provide a richer, more nuanced understanding.

What is the Sociological Definition of Laws?

The sociological definition of laws differs significantly from a purely legalistic one. While legal
definitions focus on codified rules and their enforcement, sociology examines laws within a broader
societal context. Sociologists see laws as a reflection of societal values, power structures, and
ongoing conflicts. They are not simply objective pronouncements but rather social constructs that
evolve, change, and are subject to interpretation. Therefore, the core of the sociological definition
lies in understanding laws as:

Formalized Norms: Laws represent a specific category of social norms - rules of conduct enforced by
the state. These norms are usually written down, formally established, and backed by the threat of
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punishment.

Reflecting Social Values: The laws enacted by a society often mirror its dominant values and beliefs.
What a society deems criminal or acceptable reflects its cultural, economic, and political landscape.

Instruments of Social Control: Laws are mechanisms used to maintain social order and control
deviant behavior. This control isn't always fair or equitable, often reflecting power imbalances within
society.

Products of Social Conflict: Laws are frequently the outcome of conflicts between different groups
within a society, with powerful groups often shaping legislation in their favor. The very process of
lawmaking involves negotiation, compromise, and the exertion of influence.

Different Sociological Perspectives on Law

Several major sociological perspectives offer unique insights into the nature and function of law:
###+# 1. Functionalist Perspective:

Functionalists view laws as essential for maintaining social stability and order. They see laws as
contributing to social cohesion by defining acceptable behavior, clarifying social expectations, and
resolving conflicts. Durkheim's concept of collective conscience, the shared beliefs and values of a
society, is central to this perspective. Laws, in this view, are a manifestation of this collective
conscience.

###+# 2. Conflict Perspective:

Conflict theorists, in contrast, see law as a tool used by powerful groups to maintain their dominance
and suppress dissenting voices. They argue that laws often benefit the wealthy and influential, while
disadvantaging marginalized groups. This perspective highlights inequalities in the legal system,
focusing on how laws are created, enforced, and applied differently based on social class, race, and
other factors.

###+# 3. Symbolic Interactionist Perspective:
Symbolic interactionists focus on the micro-level interactions surrounding law. They examine how
individuals interpret and respond to laws, and how these interactions shape the meaning and

application of legal rules. They are interested in how labels, such as "criminal" or "deviant," are
applied and the consequences of such labeling.

The Dynamic Nature of Laws in Society



It's crucial to understand that laws are not static; they constantly evolve alongside societal changes.
Technological advancements, shifting social values, and political movements all contribute to
modifications and reinterpretations of existing laws and the creation of new ones. The ongoing
debate surrounding issues like data privacy, reproductive rights, and environmental protection
illustrates this dynamic nature. Laws are not merely reactive to change; they also actively shape and
influence social change.

Conclusion

The sociological definition of laws extends far beyond simple legal definitions. It encompasses a
complex interplay of social forces, power dynamics, and cultural values. By considering the
functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionist perspectives, we gain a deeper appreciation for
the intricate role laws play in shaping and reflecting society. Understanding these sociological
perspectives provides a crucial lens through which to analyze the creation, enforcement, and impact
of laws in our world.

FAQs

1. How do sociologists study laws? Sociologists use various research methods, including quantitative
analysis of crime statistics, qualitative interviews with legal professionals and offenders, and
ethnographic studies of legal institutions.

2. What is the difference between a law and a norm? Laws are formalized norms enforced by the
state, while norms are informal rules of conduct governing social behavior. Laws represent a specific
subset of social norms.

3. Can laws be unjust? Yes, from a sociological perspective, laws can absolutely be unjust. They may
reflect existing power imbalances and inequalities, disproportionately affecting certain groups.

4. How do social movements influence law? Social movements can significantly influence law by
raising awareness, mobilizing public opinion, and lobbying for legislative changes.

5. What is the role of legal interpretation in sociology? Sociologists examine how judges and other
legal actors interpret laws, and how these interpretations shape the application of legal rules and
influence social outcomes.

definition of laws in sociology: The Concept of Law Herbert Lionel Adolphus Hart, 1986

definition of laws in sociology: Folkways William Graham Sumner, 1959-01-01

definition of laws in sociology: Law and Society John Harrison Watts, Cliff Roberson,
2013-11-15 In recent years, legal studies courses have increased the focus on contemporary social
issues as part of the curriculum. Law and Society: An Introduction discusses the interface between
these two institutions and encourages students in the development of new insights on the topic. The



book begins by introducing definitions, classifications, and the

definition of laws in sociology: The Concept of Law Herbert Lionel Adolphus Hart, 1994

definition of laws in sociology: Law/Society John Sutton, 2001 A core text for the Law and
Society or Sociology of Law course offered in Sociology, Criminal Justice, Political Science, and
Schools of Law. * John Sutton offers an explicitly analytical perspective to the subject - how does law
change? What makes law more or less effective in solving social problems? What do lawyers do? *
Chapter 1 contrasts normative and sociological perspectives on law, and presents a brief primer on
the logic of research and inference as it is applied to law related issues. * Theories of legal change
are discussed within a common conceptual framework that highlights the explantory strengths and
weaknesses of different arguments. * Discussions of law in action are explicitly comparative,
applying a consistent model to explain the variable outcomes of civil rights legislation. * Many
concrete, in-depth examples throughout the chapters.

definition of laws in sociology: Criminology Tim Newburn, 2017-02-22 Comprehensive and
accessible, Tim Newburn’s bestselling Criminology provides an introduction to the fundamental
themes, concepts, theories, methods and events that underpin the subject and form the basis for all
undergraduate degree courses and modules in Criminology and Criminal Justice. This third edition
includes: A new chapter on politics, reflecting the ever increasing coverage of political influence and
decision making on criminology courses New and updated crime data and analysis of trends, plus
new content on recent events such as the Volkswagen scandal, the latest developments on historic
child abuse, as well as extended coverage throughout of the English riots A fully revised and
updated companion website, including exam, review and multiple choice questions, a live Twitter
feed from the author providing links to media and academic coverage of events related to the
concepts covered in the book, together with links to a dedicated textbook Facebook page Fully
updated to reflect recent developments in the field and extensively illustrated, this authoritative
text, written by a leading criminologist and experienced lecturer, is essential reading for all students
of Criminology and related fields.

definition of laws in sociology: In Search of Law Vilhelm Aubert, 1983

definition of laws in sociology: The Corporate Reconstruction of American Capitalism,
1890-1916 Martin J. Sklar, 1988 Through an examination of the judicial, legislative, and political
aspects of the antitrust debates in 1890 to 1916, Sklar shows that arguments were not only over
competition versus combination, but also over the question of the relations between government and
the market and the state and society.

definition of laws in sociology: Social Laws - An Outline of Sociology G. Tarde, 2012-11-07
This early work, originally published in 1899, contains the leading ideas of one of the most
authoritative and distinguished writers in sociology and social psychology at the turn of the last
century. Gabriel Tarde here outlines his three principal works on general sociology and the internal
bond that unites them. A fascinating read for any sociologist, amateur or professional alike. Contents
Include: Editors Preface; Authors Preface; Introduction; The Repetition of Phenomena; The
Opposition of Phenomena; The Adaptation of Phenomena; Conclusion. Many of the earliest books,
particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly
expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions,
using the original text and artwork.

definition of laws in sociology: Rules and Laws in Sociology Robert Brown, 2023-08-18
Originally published in 1973, this book examines the difficulties which sociologists have in providing
useful scientific definitions of terms like ‘prejudice’ and ‘discrimination’. The author argues that
such notions are essentially dependent on the social policy adopted, and that their common misuse
by sociologists reflects a deeper confusion - that between the sociologist’s search for social rules
and regularities, and their search for social laws. The book clarifies the complex and important
relationships between a scientific interest in the rule-oriented behaviour of people and a scientific
interest in social laws about that behaviour. It explains how and why so many sociological inquiries
lead to the discovery of mere social practices rather than social laws.



definition of laws in sociology: Torture and Its Definition in International Law Metin
Baolu, 2017 This book presents an interdisciplinary approach to definition of torture by a group of
prominent scholars of behavioral sciences, international law, human rights, and public health. It
represents a first ever attempt to compare behavioral science and international law perspectives on
definitional issues and promote a sound theory- and evidence-based understanding of torture.

definition of laws in sociology: Sociology of Law Mathieu Deflem, 2008-02-28 Since the
classic contributions of Weber and Durkheim, the sociology of law has raised key questions on the
place of law in society. Drawing together both theoretical and empirical themes, in this 2008 book
Mathieu Deflem reviews the field's major accomplishments and reveals the value of the multiple
ways in which sociologists study the social structures and processes of law. He discusses both
historical and contemporary issues, from early theoretical foundations and the work of Weber and
Durkheim, through the contribution of sociological jurisprudence, to the development of modern
perspectives to clarify how sociologists study law. Chapters also look at the role of law in relation to
the economy, politics, culture, and the legal profession; and aspects of law enforcement and the
globalization of law. This book will appeal to scholars and students of the sociology of law,
jurisprudence, social and political theory, and social and political philosophy.

definition of laws in sociology: Introduction to the English Legal System Martin
Partington, 2021 Introduction to the English Legal System is the ideal foundation for those coming
new to the study of law. Writing in a highly engaging and accessible style, Martin Partington
introduces the purposes and functions of English law, the law-making process, and the machinery of
justice, while also challenging assumptions and exploring current debates. Consolidating over 40
years' experience in the law, Martin Partington examines beliefs about the English legal system, and
encourages students to question how far it meets the growing demands placed on it. Incorporating
all the latest developments, this concise introduction brings law and the legal system to life. Digital
formats and resources: This edition is available for students and institutions to purchase in a variety
of formats, and is supported by online resources. - The e-book offers a mobile experience and
convenient access along with functionality tools, navigation features, and links that offer extra
learning support: www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/ebooks - The online resources include questions for
reflection and discussion; self-test questions; a glossary; further reading materials; web links; and a
link to Martin Partington's blog, which covers key developments in the English justice system.

definition of laws in sociology: SOU-CCJ230 Introduction to the American Criminal Justice
System Alison Burke, David Carter, Brian Fedorek, Tiffany Morey, Lore Rutz-Burri, Shanell Sanchez,
2019

definition of laws in sociology: Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction Raymond
Wacks, 2014-02-27 The concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life. Legal
philosophy, or jurisprudence, explores the notion of law and its role in society, illuminating its
meaning and its relation to the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality. In this Very Short
Introduction Raymond Wacks analyses the nature and purpose of the legal system, and the practice
by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal
philosophy with clarity and enthusiasm, providing an enlightening guide to the central questions of
legal theory. In this revised edition Wacks makes a number of updates including new material on
legal realism, changes to the approach to the analysis of law and legal theory, and updates to
historical and anthropological jurisprudence. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

definition of laws in sociology: Ruling Before the Law William Hurst, 2018-04-19 Building
on extensive fieldwork in China and Indonesia, Hurst offers a valuable comparison of legal systems
in practice.

definition of laws in sociology: Living Law Marc Hertogh, 2008-12-13 This collection of essays



is the first edited volume in the English language which is entirely dedicated to the work of Eugen
Ehrlich. Eugen Ehrlich (1862-1922) was an eminent Austrian legal theorist and professor of Roman
law. He is considered by many as one of the 'founding fathers' of modern sociology of law. Although
the importance of his work (including his concept of 'living law') is widely recognised, Ehrlich has
not yet received the serious international attention he deserves. Therefore, this collection of essays
is aimed at 'reconsidering' Eugen Ehrlich by bringing together an interdisciplinary group of leading
international experts to discuss both the historical and theoretical context of his work and its
relevance for contemporary law and society scholarship. This book has been divided into four parts.
Part I of this volume paints a lively picture of the Bukowina, in southeastern Europe, where Ehrlich
was born in 1862. Moreover it considers the political and academic atmosphere at the end of the
nineteenth century. Part II discusses the main concepts and ideas of Ehrlich's sociology of law and
considers the reception of Ehrlich's work in the German speaking world, in the United States and in
Japan. Part III of this volume is concerned with the work of Ehrlich in relation to that of some his
contemporaries, including Roscoe Pound, Hans Kelsen and Cornelis van Vollenhoven. Part IV focuses
on the relevance of Ehrlich's work for current socio-legal studies. This volume provides both an
introduction to the important and innovative scholarship of Eugen Ehrlich as well as a starting point
for further reading and discussion.

definition of laws in sociology: Privacy as Trust Ari Ezra Waldman, 2018-03-29 Proposes a
new way of thinking about information privacy that leverages law to protect disclosures in contexts
of trust.

definition of laws in sociology: Pure Theory of Law Hans Kelsen, 2005 Reprint of the second
revised and enlarged edition, a complete revision of the first edition published in 1934. A landmark
in the development of modern jurisprudence, the pure theory of law defines law as a system of
coercive norms created by the state that rests on the validity of a generally accepted Grundnorm, or
basic norm, such as the supremacy of the Constitution. Entirely self-supporting, it rejects any
concept derived from metaphysics, politics, ethics, sociology, or the natural sciences. Beginning with
the medieval reception of Roman law, traditional jurisprudence has maintained a dual system of
subjective law (the rights of a person) and objective law (the system of norms). Throughout history
this dualism has been a useful tool for putting the law in the service of politics, especially by rulers
or dominant political parties. The pure theory of law destroys this dualism by replacing it with a
unitary system of objective positive law that is insulated from political manipulation. Possibly the
most influential jurisprudent of the twentieth century, Hans Kelsen [1881-1973] was legal adviser to
Austria's last emperor and its first republican government, the founder and permanent advisor of the
Supreme Constitutional Court of Austria, and the author of Austria's Constitution, which was
enacted in 1920, abolished during the Anschluss, and restored in 1945. The author of more than
forty books on law and legal philosophy, he is best known for this work and General Theory of Law
and State. Also active as a teacher in Europe and the United States, he was Dean of the Law Faculty
of the University of Vienna and taught at the universities of Cologne and Prague, the Institute of
International Studies in Geneva, Harvard, Wellesley, the University of California at Berkeley, and the
Naval War College. Also available in cloth.

definition of laws in sociology: The Scope and Purpose of Sociological Jurisprudence
Roscoe Pound, 1911

definition of laws in sociology: Sociology of Law Alfons Bora,

definition of laws in sociology: Durkheim's Philosophy of Science and the Sociology of
Knowledge Warren Schmaus, 1994-08-15 This text demonstrates the link between philosophy of
science and scientific practice. Durkheim's sociology is examined as more than a collection of
general observations about society, since the constructed theory of the meanings and causes of
social life is incorporated.

definition of laws in sociology: Religion, Law and Society Russell Sandberg, 2014-05-08
What can lawyers and sociologists learn from each other about religion in the twenty-first century?

definition of laws in sociology: Dictionary of Sociology Henry Pratt Fairchild, 1944-01-15



Preface: Every science must have its special vocabulary or terminology. Sciences deal with ideas,
thoughts, and concepts, and these must be expressed in words. Even the facts which are the
groundwork of science must be set forth largely in words. No science, therefore, can have any more
precision and exactitude than the words or other symbols, such as mathematical or chemical
formulae, in which it is embodied. Quite generally, this situation calls for a special dictionary or
glossary for each particular science.

definition of laws in sociology: Law and Social Control Eugene Kamenka, Alice Erh-Soon Tay,
1980

definition of laws in sociology: The Law of Good People Yuval Feldman, 2018-06-07 This book
argues that overcoming people's inability to recognize their own wrongdoing is the most important
but regrettably neglected area of the behavioral approach to law.

definition of laws in sociology: Sociology of Law as the Science of Norms Hakan Hydén,
2021-12-28 This book proposes the study of norms as a method of explaining human choice and
behaviour by introducing a new scientific perspective. The science of norms may here be broadly
understood as a social science which includes elements from both the behavioural and legal
sciences. It is given that a science of norms is not normative in the sense of prescribing what is right
or wrong in various situations. Compared with legal science, sociology of law has an interest in the
operational side of legal rules and regulation. This book develops a synthesizing social science
approach to better understand societal development in the wake of the increasingly significant
digital technology. The underlying idea is that norms as expectations today are not primarily related
to social expectations emanating from human interactions but come from systems that mankind has
created for fulfilling its needs. Today the economy, via the market, and technology via digitization,
generate stronger and more frequent expectations than the social system. By expanding the
sociological understanding of norms, the book makes comparisons between different parts of society
possible and creates a more holistic understanding of contemporary society. The book will be of
interest to academics and researchers in the areas of sociology of law, legal theory, philosophy of
law, sociology and social psychology.

definition of laws in sociology: The Definition of Law Hermann Kantorowicz, 2014-09-25
This volume contains the opinions of the great jurist Hermann Kantorowicz on various fundamental
questions of law and the bounds of legal science.

definition of laws in sociology: The Common Law Oliver Wendell Holmes, 2022-09-15 DigiCat
Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Common Law by Oliver Wendell Holmes.
DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book
has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in
print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and
passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.

definition of laws in sociology: Law as a Social System Niklas Luhmann, 2004 However,
unlike conventional legal theory, this volume seeks to provide an answer in terms of a general social
theory: a methodology that answers this question in a manner applicable not only to law, but also to
all the other complex and highly differentiated systems within modern society, such as politics, the
economy, religion, the media, and education. This truly sociological approach offers profound
insights into the relationships between law and all of these other social systems.

definition of laws in sociology: Invitation to Law & Society Kitty Calavita, 2016-04-11
Research and real-life examples that “lucidly connect some of the divisive social issues confronting
us today to that thing we call ‘the law’” (Law and Politics Book Review). Law and society is a rapidly
growing field that turns the conventional view of law as mythical abstraction on its head. Kitty
Calavita brilliantly brings to life the ways in which law is found not only in statutes and courtrooms
but in our institutions and interactions, while inviting readers into conversations that introduce the
field’s dominant themes and most lively disagreements. Deftly interweaving scholarship with
familiar examples, Calavita shows how scholars in the discipline are collectively engaged in a
subversive exposé of law’s public mythology. While surveying prominent issues and distinctive




approaches to both law as it is written and actual legal practices, as well as the law’s potential as a
tool for social change, this volume provides a view of law that is more real but just as compelling as
its mythic counterpart. With this second edition of Invitation to Law and Society, Calavita brings up
to date what is arguably the leading introduction to this exciting, evolving field of inquiry and adds a
new chapter on the growing law and cultural studies movement. “Entertaining and conversational.”
—Law and Social Inquiry

definition of laws in sociology: Law in Modern Society Roberto Mangabeira Unger, 1977-07
Law in Modern Society is a comparative study of the place of law in societies as well as a criticism of
social theory. Under what conditions do different kinds of law emerge? What are the bases of the
rule of law ideal that marks advanced liberal, capitalist societies? What can the study of law teach us
about social hierarchy and moral vision in these societies, and, indeed, about the specificity of
Western civilization? Why do we find it necessary to struggle for the rule of law and impossible to
achieve it? What political possibilities are closed or opened by present-day changes in the
established styles of legality and legal thought? Unger deals with these questions in a broad range of
historical settings. But he also relates them to the central issues of social theory: the method of
explanation, the conditions of social order, and the nature of 'modern' society. the book argues that
to resolve its own internal dilemmas the science of society must once again become both
metaphysical and political.

definition of laws in sociology: International Law: A Very Short Introduction Vaughan
Lowe, 2015-11-26 Interest in international law has increased greatly over the past decade, largely
because of its central place in discussions such as the Iraq War and Guantanamo, the World Trade
Organisation, the anti-capitalist movement, the Kyoto Convention on climate change, and the
apparent failure of the international system to deal with the situations in Palestine and Darfur, and
the plights of refugees and illegal immigrants around the world. This Very Short Introduction
explains what international law is, what its role in international society is, and how it operates.
Vaughan Lowe examines what international law can and cannot do and what it is and what it isn't
doing to make the world a better place. Focussing on the problems the world faces, Lowe uses
terrorism, environmental change, poverty, and international violence to demonstrate the theories
and practice of international law, and how the principles can be used for international co-operation.

definition of laws in sociology: Law and Anthropology Sally F. Moore, 2004-09-17 This
Reader offers a remarkable overview of the field of law and anthropology: its development, present,
and potential future courses. Edited by a preeminent anthropologist, lawyer, and pioneer in the
study of law & anthropology. Brings together classics of political thought and key contemporary
work from social scientists and lawyers. Explores historical issues and more contemporary ones such
as illegal migration, human rights, gender discrimination, political corruption, and reparations for
injustices committed by previous regimes.

definition of laws in sociology: The Principles of Sociology Herbert Spencer, 1910

definition of laws in sociology: A Critical Dictionary of Sociology Raymond Boudon, Francois
Bourricaud, 2002-09-10 Unlike most other sociology or social science dictionaries, in this translation
of the Critical Dictionary of Sociology, taken from the second French edition of the Dictionary and
edited by the English sociologist Peter Hamilton, the critical value of this distinctive work is at last
made available for a wider audience. Each entry grapples directly with an issue, whether theoretical,
epistemological, philosophical, political or empirical, and provides a strong statement of what the
authors think about it. The discussions are considered but argumentative. By reaffirming that a
non-marxist style of critique is still possible, Boudon and Bourricaud have presented a distinctive
approach to the key issues which confront the societies of the Twentieth and Twenty-First centuries.
For some this work will be a textbook, for others an indispensable sourcebook of sociological
concepts, and for most a way of opening our eyes to new dimensions in our understanding of the
great ideas and theories of sociology.

definition of laws in sociology: The Sociology of Law A. Javier Trevifio, 2007 This revised
and expanded bibliography will help researchers quickly and effectively locate appropriate sources,



and will be of most benefit to legal sociologists, legal anthropologists, law school professors,
academic criminologists, criminal justice educators, etc.

definition of laws in sociology: The Psychology of Law Bruce Dennis Sales, Daniel A. Krauss,
2015 Much legal research undertaken by psychologists has had a minimal impact upon law and
public policy in the United States. This book diagnoses and offers a blueprint for correcting this
fundamental problem.

definition of laws in sociology: Criminal Obsessions Paddy Hillyard, Crime and Society
Foundation (Great Britain), 2005 Criminal obsessions is a critique of conventional criminological
approaches to social issues. The contributors show how social harm relates to social and economic
inequalities that are at the heart of the liberal state. This second edition of Criminal obsessions
includes an additional essay by Simon Pemberton in which he develops theoretically the concept of
social harm and discusses the future of the social harm perspective.

definition of laws in sociology: An Introduction to Sociology Anthony Giddens, Mitchell
Duneier, 2000-04-01
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