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Dictators Come to Power: Answer Key to Understanding
Authoritarianism

The rise of dictatorships, a recurring theme throughout history, continues to fascinate and terrify.
Understanding how these autocratic regimes seize and maintain power is crucial, not just for
historical analysis, but also for recognizing potential warning signs in the present. This
comprehensive guide serves as your "answer key" to unlocking the complexities of how dictators
come to power, exploring various pathways and underlying factors. We'll delve into the political,
social, and economic conditions that create fertile ground for authoritarianism, providing you with a
nuanced understanding beyond simple, oversimplified explanations.

H2: The Seeds of Dictatorship: Preexisting Conditions

Before a dictator can seize power, specific conditions often lay the groundwork. These aren't always
immediately obvious, but understanding them is crucial to predicting and preventing future
autocratic regimes.

#### H3: Political Instability and Weak Governance:

A fractured political system, marked by weak or corrupt institutions, provides the perfect breeding
ground for dictators. When existing power structures fail to meet the needs of the population, or
when they are perceived as illegitimate, a vacuum is created that authoritarian leaders can exploit.
This instability can manifest as frequent changes in government, ineffective law enforcement, and a
lack of public trust in official institutions.

#### H3: Socioeconomic Inequality and Grievances:
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Significant disparities in wealth and opportunity often fuel public discontent. When a large segment
of the population feels marginalized, exploited, or ignored, they become more susceptible to
charismatic leaders promising radical change, often through authoritarian means. This discontent
can stem from economic hardship, social injustice, or perceived discrimination.

#### H3: External Threats and Interventions:

Foreign intervention, whether through direct invasion or subtle manipulation, can destabilize a
nation, paving the way for dictatorships. External conflicts, economic sanctions, or even the
perceived threat of foreign influence can create an environment where strong, decisive leadership –
even authoritarian – is seen as necessary for survival.

H2: Pathways to Power: Tactics Employed by Dictators

The methods dictators employ to gain control are diverse, but several common strategies emerge:

#### H3: The Military Coup:

A classic route to power involves a seizure of control by the military or a faction within the military.
This often occurs when the military perceives a threat to national security or its own interests. The
coup typically involves the swift overthrow of the existing government, often with little to no
resistance from the civilian population.

#### H3: Electoral Manipulation and Authoritarian Consolidation:

In some cases, dictators gain power through nominally democratic processes. This might involve
manipulating elections through intimidation, fraud, or suppressing opposition parties. Once in
power, they gradually dismantle democratic institutions, consolidating their control and silencing
dissent.

#### H3: Charismatic Leadership and Populism:

Many dictators rise to prominence by capitalizing on widespread discontent and offering simple,
appealing solutions to complex problems. Their charismatic personalities and populist rhetoric can
win over large segments of the population, allowing them to amass power and eventually suppress
opposition.

#### H3: Violence and Terror:

The use of violence and intimidation is often crucial in maintaining power. Dictators utilize security
forces, paramilitary groups, and propaganda to suppress dissent, instill fear, and eliminate
opponents. This creates a climate of terror, discouraging any potential challenges to their authority.

H2: Maintaining Power: Strategies of Authoritarian Regimes



Once in power, dictators employ various strategies to maintain their grip:

#### H3: Control of Information and Propaganda:

Dictatorships often control all major media outlets, disseminating propaganda to shape public
opinion and suppress dissenting voices. This manipulation of information is essential to maintain
their legitimacy and control over the population.

#### H3: Suppression of Opposition:

Any opposition, whether political, social, or cultural, is ruthlessly suppressed. This can involve
imprisonment, torture, assassination, or even genocide. The aim is to create an environment of fear,
preventing any organized resistance.

#### H3: Patronage and Co-option:

Dictators often use patronage networks to reward loyalty and secure support among key individuals
and groups. This can involve providing lucrative positions, resources, or protection in exchange for
compliance.

#### H3: Cult of Personality:

Many dictators cultivate a cult of personality, presenting themselves as indispensable leaders with
almost superhuman qualities. This manipulation of public perception helps legitimize their rule and
discourage dissent.

Conclusion:

Understanding how dictators come to power requires a multifaceted approach. It's not simply a
matter of one person seizing control; rather, it's the confluence of pre-existing conditions, strategic
actions, and the exploitation of societal vulnerabilities. By analyzing these factors, we can develop a
more sophisticated understanding of authoritarianism, its causes, and its consequences, ultimately
equipping ourselves to better identify and mitigate the risks of such regimes.

FAQs:

1. Are all dictatorships the same? No, dictatorships vary significantly in their methods, ideology, and
level of brutality. Some might be relatively less repressive than others.

2. Can dictatorships be overthrown? Yes, historical examples demonstrate that even seemingly
entrenched dictatorships can be overthrown through popular uprisings, internal divisions, or
external intervention.



3. What role does the economy play in the rise of dictatorships? Economic hardship and inequality
create fertile ground for authoritarian leaders promising radical change, often exploiting public
resentment and frustration.

4. Is there a single "answer key" to preventing dictatorships? No single solution exists. Preventing
dictatorships requires addressing underlying societal problems, strengthening democratic
institutions, promoting civic engagement, and fostering a culture of accountability.

5. How can we identify potential warning signs of a developing dictatorship? Warning signs include
eroding democratic institutions, increasing censorship, suppression of dissent, weakening of the rule
of law, and growing polarization within society.

  dictators come to power answer key: Dictators at War and Peace Jessica L. P. Weeks,
2014-09-08 Why do some autocratic leaders pursue aggressive or expansionist foreign policies, while
others are much more cautious in their use of military force? The first book to focus systematically
on the foreign policy of different types of authoritarian regimes, Dictators at War and Peace breaks
new ground in our understanding of the international behavior of dictators. Jessica L. P. Weeks
explains why certain kinds of regimes are less likely to resort to war than others, why some are more
likely to win the wars they start, and why some authoritarian leaders face domestic punishment for
foreign policy failures whereas others can weather all but the most serious military defeat. Using
novel cross-national data, Weeks looks at various nondemocratic regimes, including those of Saddam
Hussein and Joseph Stalin; the Argentine junta at the time of the Falklands War, the military
government in Japan before and during World War II, and the North Vietnamese communist regime.
She finds that the differences in the conflict behavior of distinct kinds of autocracies are as great as
those between democracies and dictatorships. Indeed, some types of autocracies are no more
belligerent or reckless than democracies, casting doubt on the common view that democracies are
more selective about war than autocracies.
  dictators come to power answer key: Dictators and their Secret Police Sheena Chestnut
Greitens, 2016-08-16 This book explores the secret police organizations of East Asian dictators: their
origins, operations, and effects on ordinary citizens' lives.
  dictators come to power answer key: The Dictator's Handbook Bruce Bueno de Mesquita,
Alastair Smith, 2011-09-27 A groundbreaking new theory of the real rules of politics: leaders do
whatever keeps them in power, regardless of the national interest. As featured on the viral video
Rules for Rulers, which has been viewed over 3 million times. Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair
Smith's canonical book on political science turned conventional wisdom on its head. They started
from a single assertion: Leaders do whatever keeps them in power. They don't care about the
national interest-or even their subjects-unless they have to. This clever and accessible book shows
that democracy is essentially just a convenient fiction. Governments do not differ in kind but only in
the number of essential supporters, or backs that need scratching. The size of this group determines
almost everything about politics: what leaders can get away with, and the quality of life or misery
under them. The picture the authors paint is not pretty. But it just may be the truth, which is a good
starting point for anyone seeking to improve human governance.
  dictators come to power answer key: Dictators and Autocrats Klaus Larres, 2021-10-31 In
order to truly understand the emergence, endurance, and legacy of autocracy, this volume of
engaging essays explores how autocratic power is acquired, exercised, and transferred or abruptly
ended through the careers and politics of influential figures in more than 20 countries and six
regions. The book looks at both traditional hard dictators, such as Hitler, Stalin, and Mao, and more
modern soft or populist autocrats, who are in the process of transforming once fully democratic
countries into autocratic states, including Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in Turkey, Brazilian leader Jair
Bolsonaro, Rodrigo Duterte in the Philippines, Narendra Modi in India, and Viktor Orbán in



Hungary. The authors touch on a wide range of autocratic and dictatorial figures in the past and
present, including present-day autocrats, such as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping, military leaders, and
democratic leaders with authoritarian aspirations. They analyze the transition of selected autocrats
from democratic or benign semi-democratic systems to harsher forms of autocracy, with either quite
disastrous or more successful outcomes. An ideal reader for students and scholars, as well as the
general public, interested in international affairs, leadership studies, contemporary history and
politics, global studies, security studies, economics, psychology, and behavioral studies.
  dictators come to power answer key: The Rise of Digital Repression Steven Feldstein,
2021 A Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Book -- dust jacket.
  dictators come to power answer key: Strongman Kenneth C. Davis, 2020-10-06 From the
bestselling author of the Don’t Know Much About® books comes a dramatic account of the origins of
democracy, the history of authoritarianism, and the reigns of five of history's deadliest dictators. A
Washington Post Best Book of the Year!A Bank Street College of Education Best Book of the Year! A
YALSA 2021 Nonfiction Award Nominee! What makes a country fall to a dictator? How do
authoritarian leaders—strongmen—capable of killing millions acquire their power? How are they
able to defeat the ideal of democracy? And what can we do to make sure it doesn’t happen again? By
profiling five of the most notoriously ruthless dictators in history—Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini,
Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, and Saddam Hussein—Kenneth C. Davis seeks to answer these
questions, examining the forces in these strongmen’s personal lives and historical periods that
shaped the leaders they’d become. Meticulously researched and complete with photographs,
Strongman provides insight into the lives of five leaders who callously transformed the world and
serves as an invaluable resource in an era when democracy itself seems in peril. * A fascinating,
highly readable portrayal of infamous men that provides urgent lessons for democracy now.
—Publishers Weekly, starred review Strongman is a book that is both deeply researched and deeply
felt, both an alarming warning and a galvanizing call to action, both daunting and necessary to read
and discuss. —Cynthia Levinson, author of Fault Lines in the Constitution
  dictators come to power answer key: How to Be a Dictator Frank Dikötter, 2019-09-05
'Brilliant' NEW STATESMAN, BOOKS OF THE YEAR 'Enlightening and a good read' SPECTATOR
'Moving and perceptive' NEW STATESMAN Mussolini, Hitler, Stalin, Mao Zedong, Kim Il-sung,
Ceausescu, Mengistu of Ethiopia and Duvalier of Haiti. No dictator can rule through fear and
violence alone. Naked power can be grabbed and held temporarily, but it never suffices in the long
term. A tyrant who can compel his own people to acclaim him will last longer. The paradox of the
modern dictator is that he must create the illusion of popular support. Throughout the twentieth
century, hundreds of millions of people were condemned to enthusiasm, obliged to hail their leaders
even as they were herded down the road to serfdom. In How to Be a Dictator, Frank Dikötter returns
to eight of the most chillingly effective personality cults of the twentieth century. From carefully
choreographed parades to the deliberate cultivation of a shroud of mystery through iron censorship,
these dictators ceaselessly worked on their own image and encouraged the population at large to
glorify them. At a time when democracy is in retreat, are we seeing a revival of the same techniques
among some of today's world leaders? This timely study, told with great narrative verve, examines
how a cult takes hold, grows, and sustains itself. It places the cult of personality where it belongs, at
the very heart of tyranny.
  dictators come to power answer key: Prussianism and Socialism Oswald Spengler,
2023-01-09 In this new translation of Prussianism and Socialism, Oswald Spengler reflects on the
relationship between socialism, liberalism and Prussianism. For Spengler, Prussianism is a typically
German disposition, which is expressed in qualities such as a sense of duty and a willingness to
sacrifice oneself for the common good. In contrast to Marxism, which Spengler strongly criticises,
this Prussian spirit is synonymous with true socialism. Spengler contrasts two fundamentally
different views of life: English liberalism and Prussian socialism. While English liberalism is
characterised by radical individualism and a ruthless desire for profit and exploitation, Prussian
socialism emphasises togetherness, solidarity and national community. Both views are incompatible.



Depending on which ideology gets the upper hand, power will ultimately rest either with financial
interests or with states. Against this backdrop, Spengler calls on citizens of all walks of life to rise
above class egoism, to affirm Prussian socialism and to unite in the struggle against the liberal
world-view - the 'inner England' - which he sees as a threat to the continued existence of the German
nation. This edition includes Spengler's essay 'Russia's Double Face and the German Problems in the
East', which presents his views on Russia as a distinct culture that has not yet fulfilled its destiny.
  dictators come to power answer key: Cato Handbook for Policymakers Cato Institute, David
Boaz, 2008 Offers policy recommendations from Cato Institute experts on every major policy issue.
Providing both in-depth analysis and concrete recommendations, the Handbook is an invaluable
resource for policymakers and anyone else interested in securing liberty through limited
government.
  dictators come to power answer key: The Tyranny of Experts William Easterly, 2014-03-04
In this bracingly iconoclastic” book (New York Times Book Review), a renowned economics scholar
breaks down the fight to end global poverty and the rights that poor individuals have had taken away
for generations. In The Tyranny of Experts, renowned economist William Easterly examines our
failing efforts to fight global poverty, and argues that the expert approved top-down approach to
development has not only made little lasting progress, but has proven a convenient rationale for
decades of human rights violations perpetrated by colonialists, postcolonial dictators, and US and
UK foreign policymakers seeking autocratic allies. Demonstrating how our traditional antipoverty
tactics have both trampled the freedom of the world's poor and suppressed a vital debate about
alternative approaches to solving poverty, Easterly presents a devastating critique of the blighted
record of authoritarian development. In this masterful work, Easterly reveals the fundamental errors
inherent in our traditional approach and offers new principles for Western agencies and developing
countries alike: principles that, because they are predicated on respect for the rights of poor people,
have the power to end global poverty once and for all.
  dictators come to power answer key: Revolutions: a Very Short Introduction Jack A.
Goldstone, 2023 In the 20th and 21st century revolutions have become more urban, often less
violent, but also more frequent and more transformative of the international order. Whether it is the
revolutions against Communism in Eastern Europe and the USSR; the color revolutions across Asia,
Europe and North Africa; or the religious revolutions in Iran, Afghanistan, and Syria; today's
revolutions are quite different from those of the past. Modern theories of revolution have therefore
replaced the older class-based theories with more varied, dynamic, and contingent models of social
and political change. This new edition updates the history of revolutions, from Classical Greece and
Rome to the Revolution of Dignity in the Ukraine, with attention to the changing types and outcomes
of revolutionary struggles. It also presents the latest advances in the theory of revolutions, including
the issues of revolutionary waves, revolutionary leadership, international influences, and the
likelihood of revolutions to come. This volume provides a brief but comprehensive introduction to the
nature of revolutions and their role in global history--
  dictators come to power answer key: Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy Daron
Acemoglu, James A. Robinson, 2006 This book develops a framework for analyzing the creation and
consolidation of democracy. Different social groups prefer different political institutions because of
the way they allocate political power and resources. Thus democracy is preferred by the majority of
citizens, but opposed by elites. Dictatorship nevertheless is not stable when citizens can threaten
social disorder and revolution. In response, when the costs of repression are sufficiently high and
promises of concessions are not credible, elites may be forced to create democracy. By
democratizing, elites credibly transfer political power to the citizens, ensuring social stability.
Democracy consolidates when elites do not have strong incentive to overthrow it. These processes
depend on (1) the strength of civil society, (2) the structure of political institutions, (3) the nature of
political and economic crises, (4) the level of economic inequality, (5) the structure of the economy,
and (6) the form and extent of globalization.
  dictators come to power answer key: The Dictator's Dilemma at the Ballot Box Masaaki



Higashijima, 2022 Modern dictatorships hold elections. Contrary to our stereotypical views of
autocratic politics, dictators often introduce elections with limited manipulation wherein they refrain
from employing blatant electoral fraud and pro-regime electoral institutions. Why do such electoral
reforms happen in autocracies? Do these elections destabilize autocratic rule? The Dictator's
Dilemma at the Ballot Box explores how dictators design elections and what consequences those
elections have on political order. It argues that strong autocrats who can effectively garner popular
support through extensive economic distribution become less dependent on coercive electioneering
strategies. When autocrats fail to design elections properly, elections backfire in the form of coups,
protests, and the opposition's stunning election victories. The book's theoretical implications are
tested on a battery of cross-national analyses with newly collected data on autocratic elections and
in-depth comparative case studies of the two Central Asian republics--Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
The book's findings suggest that indicators of free and fair elections in dictatorships may not be
enough to achieve full-fledged democratization.
  dictators come to power answer key: Hitler in Los Angeles Steven J. Ross, 2017-10-24 A
2018 FINALIST FOR THE PULITZER PRIZE “[Hitler in Los Angeles] is part thriller and all chiller,
about how close the California Reich came to succeeding” (Los Angeles Times). No American city
was more important to the Nazis than Los Angeles, home to Hollywood, the greatest propaganda
machine in the world. The Nazis plotted to kill the city's Jews and to sabotage the nation's military
installations: Plans existed for murdering twenty-four prominent Hollywood figures, such as Al
Jolson, Charlie Chaplin, and Louis B. Mayer; for driving through Boyle Heights and machine-gunning
as many Jews as possible; and for blowing up defense installations and seizing munitions from
National Guard armories along the Pacific Coast. U.S. law enforcement agencies were not paying
close attention--preferring to monitor Reds rather than Nazis--and only attorney Leon Lewis and his
daring ring of spies stood in the way. From 1933 until the end of World War II, Lewis, the man Nazis
would come to call “the most dangerous Jew in Los Angeles,” ran a spy operation comprised of
military veterans and their wives who infiltrated every Nazi and fascist group in Los Angeles. Often
rising to leadership positions, they uncovered and foiled the Nazi's disturbing plans for death and
destruction. Featuring a large cast of Nazis, undercover agents, and colorful supporting players, the
Los Angeles Times bestselling Hitler in Los Angeles, by acclaimed historian Steven J. Ross, tells the
story of Lewis's daring spy network in a time when hate groups had moved from the margins to the
mainstream.
  dictators come to power answer key: Conflict in Myanmar Nick Cheesman, Nicholas Farrelly,
2016-08-01 As Myanmar’s military adjusts to life with its former opponents holding elected office,
Conflict in Myanmar showcases innovative research by a rising generation of scholars, analysts and
practitioners about the past five years of political transformation. Each of its seventeen chapters,
from participants in the 2015 Myanmar Update conference held at the Australian National
University, builds on theoretically informed, evidence-based research to grapple with significant
questions about ongoing violence and political contention. The authors offer a variety of fresh views
on the most intractable and controversial aspects of Myanmar’s long-running civil wars, fractious
politics and religious tensions. This latest volume in the Myanmar Update Series from the ANU
College of Asia and the Pacific continues and deepens a tradition of intense, critical engagement
with political, economic and social questions that matter to both the inhabitants and neighbours of
one of Southeast Asia’s most complicated and fascinating countries.
  dictators come to power answer key: Fascism: A Warning Madeleine Albright, 2019-01-29 #1
New York Times Bestseller A personal and urgent examination of Fascism in the twentieth century
and how its legacy shapes today’s world, written by one of the most admired public servants in
American history, the first woman to serve as U.S. secretary of state A Fascist, observed Madeleine
Albright, “is someone who claims to speak for a whole nation or group, is utterly unconcerned with
the rights of others, and is willing to use violence and whatever other means are necessary to
achieve the goals he or she might have.” The twentieth century was defined by the clash between
democracy and Fascism, a struggle that created uncertainty about the survival of human freedom



and left millions dead. Given the horrors of that experience, one might expect the world to reject the
spiritual successors to Hitler and Mussolini should they arise in our era. Fascism: A Warning is
drawn from Madeleine Albright's experiences as a child in war-torn Europe and her distinguished
career as a diplomat to question that assumption. Fascism, as she shows, not only endured through
the twentieth century but now presents a more virulent threat to peace and justice than at any time
since the end of World War II. The momentum toward democracy that swept the world when the
Berlin Wall fell has gone into reverse. The United States, which historically championed the free
world, is led by a president who exacerbates division and heaps scorn on democratic institutions. In
many countries, economic, technological, and cultural factors are weakening the political center and
empowering the extremes of right and left. Contemporary leaders such as Vladimir Putin and Kim
Jong-un are employing many of the tactics used by Fascists in the 1920s and 30s. Fascism: A
Warning is a book for our times that is relevant to all times. Written by someone who not only
studied history but helped to shape it, this call to arms teaches us the lessons we must understand
and the questions we must answer if we are to save ourselves from repeating the tragic errors of the
past.
  dictators come to power answer key: Introducing Democracy David Beetham, C. Kevin Boyle,
2009-01-01 Presents a selection of questions and answers covering the principles of democracy,
including human rights, free and fair elections, open and accountable government, and civil society.
  dictators come to power answer key: Power Diffusion and Democracy Julian Bernauer,
Adrian Vatter, 2019-05-08 Departing from the established literature connecting the
political-institutional patterns of democracy with the quality of democracy, this book acknowledges
that democracies, if they can be described as such, come in a wide range of formats. At the
conceptual and theoretical level, the authors make an argument based on deliberation, redrawing
power diffusion in terms of the four dimensions of proportionality, decentralisation, presidentialism
and direct democracy, and considering the potential interactions between these aspects.
Empirically, they assemble data on sixty-one democracies between 1990 and 2015 to assess the
performance and legitimacy of democracy. Their findings demonstrate that while, for example,
proportional power diffusion is associated with lower income inequality, there is no simple
institutional solution to all societal problems. This book explains contemporary levels of power
diffusion, their potential convergence and their manifestation at the subnational level in democracies
including the United States, Switzerland, Germany and Austria.
  dictators come to power answer key: World Electoral Processes Gr. 5-8 Darcy Frisina,
2008-09-01 Become a voting expert with a clear understanding of the election process. Our resource
breaks down the differences between a presidential, parliamentary and dictatorship government.
Travel back to ancient times to experience the first voting system. Explore the concept of a
democratic government and whether it truly represents the people. Discover how the president has
to share powers with the legislature in a presidential system. Explain why it is easier to pass laws in
the parliamentary system than in the presidential system. Roleplay as a member of Parliament and
deliver a 90-second statement about an important issue. Find out why most dictators were military
leaders, and how the role of dictator has changed over time. Learn about suffrage and what the
requirements are for a citizen to be allowed to vote. Hold your own election to decide on a policy for
running your classroom. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy,
additional writing tasks, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included.
  dictators come to power answer key: Revelations from the Russian Archives Diane P.
Koenker, Library of Congress, 2011-03-01
  dictators come to power answer key: Between Dictatorship and Democracy Michael
McFaul, Nikolay Petrov, Andrei Ryabov, 2010-04 For hundreds of years, dictators have ruled Russia.
Do they still? In the late 1980s, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev launched a series of political
reforms that eventually allowed for competitive elections, the emergence of an independent press,
the formation of political parties, and the sprouting of civil society. After the collapse of the Soviet



Union in 1991, these proto-democratic institutions endured in an independent Russia. But did the
processes unleashed by Gorbachev and continued under Russian President Boris Yeltsin lead
eventually to liberal democracy in Russia? If not, what kind of political regime did take hold in
post-Soviet Russia? And how has Vladimir Putin's rise to power influenced the course of democratic
consolidation or the lack thereof? Between Dictatorship and Democracy seeks to give a
comprehensive answer to these fundamental questions about the nature of Russian politics.
  dictators come to power answer key: How Dictatorships Work Barbara Geddes, Joseph
George Wright, Erica Frantz, 2018-08-23 Explains how dictatorships rise, survive, and fall, along
with why some but not all dictators wield vast powers.
  dictators come to power answer key: Shock to the System Michael K. Miller, 2021-07-20 How
violent events and autocratic parties trigger democratic change How do democracies emerge? Shock
to the System presents a novel theory of democratization that focuses on how events like coups,
wars, and elections disrupt autocratic regimes and trigger democratic change. Employing the
broadest qualitative and quantitative analyses of democratization to date, Michael Miller
demonstrates that more than nine in ten transitions since 1800 occur in one of two ways: countries
democratize following a major violent shock or an established ruling party democratizes through
elections and regains power within democracy. This framework fundamentally reorients theories on
democratization by showing that violent upheavals and the preservation of autocrats in
power—events typically viewed as antithetical to democracy—are in fact central to its foundation.
Through in-depth examinations of 139 democratic transitions, Miller shows how democratization
frequently follows both domestic shocks (coups, civil wars, and assassinations) and international
shocks (defeat in war and withdrawal of an autocratic hegemon) due to autocratic insecurity and
openings for opposition actors. He also shows how transitions guided by ruling parties spring from
their electoral confidence in democracy. Both contexts limit the power autocrats sacrifice by
accepting democratization, smoothing along the transition. Miller provides new insights into
democratization’s predictors, the limited gains from events like the Arab Spring, the best routes to
democratization for long-term stability, and the future of global democracy. Disputing commonly
held ideas about violent events and their effects on democracy, Shock to the System offers new
perspectives on how regimes are transformed.
  dictators come to power answer key: The Dictator's Seduction Lauren H. Derby, 2009-07-17
The dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, who ruled the Dominican Republic from 1930 until his
assassination in 1961, was one of the longest and bloodiest in Latin American history. The Dictator’s
Seduction is a cultural history of the Trujillo regime as it was experienced in the capital city of Santo
Domingo. Focusing on everyday forms of state domination, Lauren Derby describes how the regime
infiltrated civil society by fashioning a “vernacular politics” based on popular idioms of masculinity
and fantasies of race and class mobility. Derby argues that the most pernicious aspect of the
dictatorship was how it appropriated quotidian practices such as gossip and gift exchange, leaving
almost no place for Dominicans to hide or resist. Drawing on previously untapped documents in the
Trujillo National Archives and interviews with Dominicans who recall life under the dictator, Derby
emphasizes the role that public ritual played in Trujillo’s exercise of power. His regime included the
people in affairs of state on a massive scale as never before. Derby pays particular attention to how
events and projects were received by the public as she analyzes parades and rallies, the rebuilding
of Santo Domingo following a major hurricane, and the staging of a year-long celebration marking
the twenty-fifth year of Trujillo’s regime. She looks at representations of Trujillo, exploring how
claims that he embodied the popular barrio antihero the tíguere (tiger) stoked a fantasy of upward
mobility and how a rumor that he had a personal guardian angel suggested he was uniquely
protected from his enemies. The Dictator’s Seduction sheds new light on the cultural contrivances of
autocratic power.
  dictators come to power answer key: The Fourth Industrial Revolution Klaus Schwab,
2017-01-03 The founder and executive chairman of the World Economic Forum on how the
impending technological revolution will change our lives We are on the brink of the Fourth Industrial



Revolution. And this one will be unlike any other in human history. Characterized by new
technologies fusing the physical, digital and biological worlds, the Fourth Industrial Revolution will
impact all disciplines, economies and industries - and it will do so at an unprecedented rate. World
Economic Forum data predicts that by 2025 we will see: commercial use of nanomaterials 200 times
stronger than steel and a million times thinner than human hair; the first transplant of a 3D-printed
liver; 10% of all cars on US roads being driverless; and much more besides. In The Fourth Industrial
Revolution, Schwab outlines the key technologies driving this revolution, discusses the major
impacts on governments, businesses, civil society and individuals, and offers bold ideas for what can
be done to shape a better future for all.
  dictators come to power answer key: On Tyranny Timothy Snyder, 2017-03-02 **NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER** ‘A sort of survival book, a sort of symptom-diagnosis manual in terms of
losing your democracy and what tyranny and authoritarianism look like up close’ Rachel Maddow
'These 128 pages are a brief primer in every important thing we might have learned from the history
of the last century, and all that we appear to have forgotten' Observer History does not repeat, but it
does instruct. In the twentieth century, European democracies collapsed into fascism, Nazism and
communism. These were movements in which a leader or a party claimed to give voice to the people,
promised to protect them from global existential threats, and rejected reason in favour of myth.
European history shows us that societies can break, democracies can fall, ethics can collapse, and
ordinary people can find themselves in unimaginable circumstances. History can familiarise, and it
can warn. Today, we are no wiser than the Europeans who saw democracy yield to totalitarianism in
the twentieth century. But when the political order seems imperilled, our advantage is that we can
learn from their experience to resist the advance of tyranny. Now is a good time to do so.
  dictators come to power answer key: From Dictatorship to Democracy Gene Sharp, 2008 A
serious introduction to the use of nonviolent action to topple dictatorships. Based on the author's
study, over a period of forty years, on non-violent methods of demonstration, it was originally
published in 1993 in Thailand for distribution among Burmese dissidents.
  dictators come to power answer key: World War II Michael J. Lyons, 2016-07-01 Highly
regarded for its concise clarification of the complexities of World War II, this book illuminates the
origins, course, and long-range effects of the war. It provides a balanced account that analyzes both
the European and Pacific theaters of operations and the connections between them. The Fifth
Edition incorporates new material based on the latest scholarship, offering updated conclusions on
key topics and expanded coverage throughout.
  dictators come to power answer key: Weimar and Nazi Germany Fiona Reynoldson, 1996
  dictators come to power answer key: Bribery and Corruption in Weak Institutional
Environments Shaomin Li, 2019-05-16 Drawing on global empirical evidence, Li offers a novel
explanation to the age-old puzzle of why some countries thrive despite corruption.
  dictators come to power answer key: Politics and the English Language George Orwell,
2021-01-01 George Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this
aim shaped the future of English literature – his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to form
a new vocabulary that is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm
are amongst the most popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s
essays seeks to bring a wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new readership.
In Politics and the English Language, the second in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell takes aim at
the language used in politics, which, he says, ‘is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind’. In an age where the language used
in politics is constantly under the microscope, Orwell’s Politics and the English Language is just as
relevant today, and gives the reader a vital understanding of the tactics at play. 'A writer who can –
and must – be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times
  dictators come to power answer key: The Great Escape Angus Deaton, 2024-05-21 A Nobel
Prize–winning economist tells the remarkable story of how the world has grown healthier, wealthier,
but also more unequal over the past two and half centuries The world is a better place than it used



to be. People are healthier, wealthier, and live longer. Yet the escapes from destitution by so many
has left gaping inequalities between people and nations. In The Great Escape, Nobel Prize–winning
economist Angus Deaton—one of the foremost experts on economic development and on
poverty—tells the remarkable story of how, beginning 250 years ago, some parts of the world
experienced sustained progress, opening up gaps and setting the stage for today's
disproportionately unequal world. Deaton takes an in-depth look at the historical and ongoing
patterns behind the health and wealth of nations, and addresses what needs to be done to help those
left behind. Deaton describes vast innovations and wrenching setbacks: the successes of antibiotics,
pest control, vaccinations, and clean water on the one hand, and disastrous famines and the
HIV/AIDS epidemic on the other. He examines the United States, a nation that has prospered but is
today experiencing slower growth and increasing inequality. He also considers how economic
growth in India and China has improved the lives of more than a billion people. Deaton argues that
international aid has been ineffective and even harmful. He suggests alternative efforts—including
reforming incentives to drug companies and lifting trade restrictions—that will allow the developing
world to bring about its own Great Escape. Demonstrating how changes in health and living
standards have transformed our lives, The Great Escape is a powerful guide to addressing the
well-being of all nations.
  dictators come to power answer key: Children of Monsters Jay Nordlinger, 2017-01-10 Some
years ago, the author, Jay Nordlinger, was in Albania. He was there to give a talk under State
Department auspices. Albania was about ten years beyond the collapse of Communism. For almost
40 years, the country had been ruled by one of the most brutal dictators in history: Enver Hoxha.
Nordlinger wondered whether this dictator had had children. He had indeed: three of them. And
they were still in Albania, with their 3 million fellow citizens. Nordlinger wondered, What are the
lives of the Hoxha kids like? What must it be like to be the son or daughter of a monstrous dictator?
What must it be like to bear a name synonymous with oppression, terror, and evil? In this book,
Nordlinger surveys 20 dictators in all. They are the worst of the worst: Stalin, Mao, Idi Amin, Pol
Pot, Saddam Hussein, and so on. The book is not about them, really, though of course they figure in
it. It's about their children. Some of them are absolute loyalists. They admire, revere, or worship
their father. Some of them actually succeed their father as dictator-as in North Korea, Syria, and
Haiti. Some of them have doubts. A couple of them become full-blown dissenters, even defectors. A
few of the daughters have the experience of having their husband killed by their father. Most of
these children are rocked by exile, prison, and the like. Obviously, the children have some things in
common. But they are also individuals, making of life what they can. The main thing they have in
common is this: They have been dealt a very, very unusual hand. What would you do, if you were the
offspring of an infamous dictator, who lords it over your country? Chances are, you'll never have to
find out! But some people have-and this book investigates those lucky, or unlucky, few--
  dictators come to power answer key: World Electoral Processes: Presidential System of
Government Gr. 5-8 Darcy Frisina, 2016-08-01 **This is the chapter slice Presidential System of
Government Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan World Electoral Processes** Become a voting expert
with a clear understanding of the election process. Our resource breaks down the differences
between a presidential, parliamentary and dictatorship government. Travel back to ancient times to
experience the first voting system. Explore the concept of a democratic government and whether it
truly represents the people. Discover how the president has to share powers with the legislature in a
presidential system. Explain why it is easier to pass laws in the parliamentary system than in the
presidential system. Roleplay as a member of Parliament and deliver a 90-second statement about an
important issue. Find out why most dictators were military leaders, and how the role of dictator has
changed over time. Learn about suffrage and what the requirements are for a citizen to be allowed
to vote. Hold your own election to decide on a policy for running your classroom. Aligned to your
State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional writing tasks, crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  dictators come to power answer key: Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes Tom Ginsburg,



Alberto Simpser, 2014 This volume explores the form and function of constitutions in countries
without the fully articulated institutions of limited government.
  dictators come to power answer key: Democracy and Truth Sophia Rosenfeld, 2018-12-31
Fake news, wild conspiracy theories, misleading claims, doctored photos, lies peddled as facts, facts
dismissed as lies—citizens of democracies increasingly inhabit a public sphere teeming with
competing claims and counterclaims, with no institution or person possessing the authority to settle
basic disputes in a definitive way. The problem may be novel in some of its details—including the
role of today's political leaders, along with broadcast and digital media, in intensifying the epistemic
anarchy—but the challenge of determining truth in a democratic world has a backstory. In this lively
and illuminating book, historian Sophia Rosenfeld explores a longstanding and largely unspoken
tension at the heart of democracy between the supposed wisdom of the crowd and the need for
information to be vetted and evaluated by a learned elite made up of trusted experts. What we are
witnessing now is the unraveling of the détente between these competing aspects of democratic
culture. In four bracing chapters, Rosenfeld substantiates her claim by tracing the history of the
vexed relationship between democracy and truth. She begins with an examination of the period prior
to the eighteenth-century Age of Revolutions, where she uncovers the political and epistemological
foundations of our democratic world. Subsequent chapters move from the Enlightenment to the rise
of both populist and technocratic notions of democracy between the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries to the troubling trends—including the collapse of social trust—that have led to the rise of
our post-truth public life. Rosenfeld concludes by offering suggestions for how to defend the idea of
truth against the forces that would undermine it.
  dictators come to power answer key: World Electoral Processes: A Dictatorship Government
Gr. 5-8 Darcy Frisina, 2016-08-01 **This is the chapter slice A Dictatorship Government Gr. 5-8 from
the full lesson plan World Electoral Processes** Become a voting expert with a clear understanding
of the election process. Our resource breaks down the differences between a presidential,
parliamentary and dictatorship government. Travel back to ancient times to experience the first
voting system. Explore the concept of a democratic government and whether it truly represents the
people. Discover how the president has to share powers with the legislature in a presidential system.
Explain why it is easier to pass laws in the parliamentary system than in the presidential system.
Roleplay as a member of Parliament and deliver a 90-second statement about an important issue.
Find out why most dictators were military leaders, and how the role of dictator has changed over
time. Learn about suffrage and what the requirements are for a citizen to be allowed to vote. Hold
your own election to decide on a policy for running your classroom. Aligned to your State Standards
and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional writing tasks, crossword, word search, comprehension
quiz and answer key are also included.
  dictators come to power answer key: The Third Wave Samuel P. Huntington, 2012-09-06
Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia,
and Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic systems of government. This global
democratic revolution is probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth century. In
The Third Wave, Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic
transitions, evaluates the prospects for stability of the new democracies, and explores the possibility
of more countries becoming democratic. The recent transitions, he argues, are the third major wave
of democratization in the modem world. Each of the two previous waves was followed by a reverse
wave in which some countries shifted back to authoritarian government. Using concrete examples,
empirical evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington provides neither a theory nor a history of the
third wave, but an explanation of why and how it occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic
trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of authoritarian regimes; economic and social development;
the changed role of the Catholic Church; the impact of the United States, the European Community,
and the Soviet Union; and the snowballing phenomenon: change in one country stimulating change
in others. Five key elite groups within and outside the nondemocratic regime played roles in shaping
the various ways democratization occurred. Compromise was key to all democratizations, and



elections and nonviolent tactics also were central. New democracies must deal with the torturer
problem and the praetorian problem and attempt to develop democratic values and processes.
Disillusionment with democracy, Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating democracy. He
concludes the book with an analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors that will decide
whether or not the third wave continues. Several Guidelines for Democratizers offer specific,
practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical
application makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged in the democratization process. At
this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment of the processes of democratization is
indispensable to understanding the future of democracy in the world.
  dictators come to power answer key: Authoritarianism and the Elite Origins of
Democracy Michael Albertus, Victor Menaldo, 2018-02 Provides an innovative theory of regime
transitions and outcomes, and tests it using extensive evidence between 1800 and today.
  dictators come to power answer key: Spin Dictators Daniel Treisman, Sergei Guriev,
2023-04-04 A New Yorker Best Book of the Year A Foreign Affairs Best Book of the Year An Atlantic
Best Book of the Year A Financial Times Best Politics Book of the Year How a new breed of dictators
holds power by manipulating information and faking democracy Hitler, Stalin, and Mao ruled
through violence, fear, and ideology. But in recent decades a new breed of media-savvy strongmen
has been redesigning authoritarian rule for a more sophisticated, globally connected world. In place
of overt, mass repression, rulers such as Vladimir Putin, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and Viktor Orbán
control their citizens by distorting information and simulating democratic procedures. Like spin
doctors in democracies, they spin the news to engineer support. Uncovering this new brand of
authoritarianism, Sergei Guriev and Daniel Treisman explain the rise of such “spin dictators,”
describing how they emerge and operate, the new threats they pose, and how democracies should
respond. Spin Dictators traces how leaders such as Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew and Peru’s Alberto
Fujimori pioneered less violent, more covert, and more effective methods of monopolizing power.
They cultivated an image of competence, concealed censorship, and used democratic institutions to
undermine democracy, all while increasing international engagement for financial and reputational
benefits. The book reveals why most of today’s authoritarians are spin dictators—and how they differ
from the remaining “fear dictators” such as Kim Jong-un and Bashar al-Assad, as well as from
masters of high-tech repression like Xi Jinping. Offering incisive portraits of today’s authoritarian
leaders, Spin Dictators explains some of the great political puzzles of our time—from how dictators
can survive in an age of growing modernity to the disturbing convergence and mutual sympathy
between dictators and populists like Donald Trump.
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