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Discovery and Resilience

Introduction:

Coming of age is a universal experience, yet the nuances of this journey vary dramatically depending
on context. "Coming of Age in Mississippi," more than just a title, represents a potent narrative arc
etched against the backdrop of the American South's turbulent past. This post delves into the
multifaceted experiences depicted in this pivotal time and place, exploring themes of race, identity,
family, and the enduring power of the human spirit. We’ll unpack the complexities of growing up in a
segregated society, the struggle for self-acceptance, and the profound impact of societal upheaval on
personal development. Prepare to be transported to a world both intimately familiar and strikingly
different from our own.

H2: The Weight of History: Race and Identity in a Segregated South

Growing up in Mississippi during the Jim Crow era presented unique challenges, particularly for
African Americans. The narrative of "coming of age" becomes inextricably linked to the fight for civil
rights and the constant negotiation of one's identity within a system designed to oppress. Children
weren't shielded from the harsh realities of segregation; it permeated every aspect of daily life, from
separate schools and water fountains to the ever-present threat of violence. This pervasive
discrimination shaped the self-perception and aspirations of young people, forcing them to grapple
with questions of self-worth and belonging in a deeply unjust society. The struggle for equality
wasn't merely a political battle; it was a deeply personal journey of self-discovery, requiring courage,
resilience, and an unwavering belief in one's inherent dignity.

H3: The Power of Family and Community in the Face of Adversity

Despite the challenges, the strong bonds of family and community played a vital role in shaping the
experiences of young people coming of age in Mississippi. These networks provided crucial support,
offering a sanctuary from the harsh realities of racism and segregation. Family traditions,
storytelling, and shared experiences instilled a sense of identity and purpose, helping to nurture
resilience in the face of adversity. The collective strength of the community provided a buffer against
the pervasive oppression, demonstrating the enduring human capacity for love, support, and
resistance.

H2: Education and the Pursuit of Knowledge: A Path to Empowerment

Access to quality education was a critical aspect of coming of age in Mississippi during this period.
Segregated schools were often underfunded and lacked the resources necessary to provide a
comparable education to their white counterparts. Yet, these schools became centers of community
and resistance. Teachers, often working with limited resources, played a crucial role in instilling a
love of learning and a sense of possibility in their students. Education became a pathway to
empowerment, offering a means of challenging the status quo and fighting for a better future. The
pursuit of knowledge transcended mere academic achievement; it was a powerful act of defiance
and hope.

H2: The Seeds of Change: The Civil Rights Movement and its Impact



The Civil Rights Movement profoundly impacted the lives of young people coming of age in
Mississippi. Witnessing acts of courage and resistance, often at great personal risk, instilled a sense
of agency and inspired a new generation of activists. The movement provided a framework for
understanding social justice and instilled a sense of responsibility to challenge injustice. For many,
the struggle for equality was not just a distant political battle; it was a personal fight for dignity and
recognition, playing a vital role in shaping their identities and shaping their futures. The movement's
legacy continues to inspire, reminding us of the power of collective action and the importance of
fighting for a more just and equitable society.

H2: Beyond the Struggle: Stories of Hope and Resilience

While the challenges of coming of age in Mississippi during this era were significant, the narratives
are not solely stories of suffering. They are, above all, testaments to the resilience and enduring
human spirit. These narratives reveal an extraordinary capacity for hope, perseverance, and the
unwavering belief in a better future, despite facing immense adversity. The stories of individual
struggles and triumphs underscore the importance of preserving these narratives to ensure that the
lessons learned are not forgotten.

Conclusion:

Coming of age in Mississippi during this pivotal time was a journey characterized by immense
challenges and remarkable triumphs. The experiences of young people during this era highlight the
complexities of identity formation within a deeply segregated society and underscore the power of
family, community, and education in the face of adversity. These stories of resilience serve as a
powerful reminder of the ongoing fight for social justice and the importance of preserving these vital
narratives for future generations.

FAQs:

1. What specific historical events are most relevant to understanding "coming of age in Mississippi"
during this period? The Civil Rights Movement, particularly events like the Mississippi Freedom
Summer and the murders of activists like Medgar Evers, are central to understanding the social and
political climate. The ongoing struggle for voting rights and school desegregation are also pivotal.

2. How did the experience of coming of age differ for Black and white youth in Mississippi during
this time? The experiences were drastically different. Black youth faced systemic racism,
segregation, and violence on a daily basis, shaping their sense of self and their opportunities. White
youth, while also experiencing the turmoil of societal change, generally enjoyed significantly greater
privilege and lacked the same systemic barriers.

3. What role did literature and storytelling play in shaping the narrative of coming of age in
Mississippi? Literature and oral storytelling served as crucial tools for preserving history, conveying
experiences, and fostering a sense of shared identity and collective memory, particularly within the
African American community.

4. How did the religious landscape of Mississippi influence the experiences of young people?
Religious institutions played a complex role, sometimes serving as bastions of segregation and
resistance to change, but also, in other instances, as centers of community support and activism
within the Civil Rights Movement.



5. How does understanding "coming of age in Mississippi" contribute to a broader understanding of
American history and identity? Exploring these experiences provides crucial insight into the lasting
impact of slavery and Jim Crow on American society, and the continuing struggle for racial justice
and equality. It illuminates the diverse narratives that constitute the American experience and
challenges simplistic notions of national identity.

  coming of age in mississippi: Coming of Age in Mississippi Anne Moody, 2011-09-07 The
unforgettable memoir of a woman at the front lines of the civil rights movement—a harrowing
account of black life in the rural South and a powerful affirmation of one person’s ability to affect
change. “Anne Moody’s autobiography is an eloquent, moving testimonial to her courage.”—Chicago
Tribune Born to a poor couple who were tenant farmers on a plantation in Mississippi, Anne Moody
lived through some of the most dangerous days of the pre-civil rights era in the South. The week
before she began high school came the news of Emmet Till’s lynching. Before then, she had “known
the fear of hunger, hell, and the Devil. But now there was . . . the fear of being killed just because I
was black.” In that moment was born the passion for freedom and justice that would change her life.
A straight-A student who realized her dream of going to college when she won a basketball
scholarship, she finally dared to join the NAACP in her junior year. Through the NAACP and later
through CORE and SNCC, she experienced firsthand the demonstrations and sit-ins that were the
mainstay of the civil rights movement—and the arrests and jailings, the shotguns, fire hoses, police
dogs, billy clubs, and deadly force that were used to destroy it. A deeply personal story but also a
portrait of a turning point in our nation’s destiny, this autobiography lets us see history in the
making, through the eyes of one of the footsoldiers in the civil rights movement. Praise for Coming
of Age in Mississippi “A history of our time, seen from the bottom up, through the eyes of someone
who decided for herself that things had to be changed . . . a timely reminder that we cannot now
relax.”—Senator Edward Kennedy, The New York Times Book Review “Something is new here . . .
rural southern black life begins to speak. It hits the page like a natural force, crude and undeniable
and, against all principles of beauty, beautiful.”—The Nation “Engrossing, sensitive, beautiful . . . so
candid, so honest, and so touching, as to make it virtually impossible to put down.”—San Francisco
Sun-Reporter
  coming of age in mississippi: Mr. Death Anne Moody, 1975
  coming of age in mississippi: Growing Up in Mississippi Bertha M. Davis, 2004
  coming of age in mississippi: Coming of Age in Mississippi Anne Moody, 1980
  coming of age in mississippi: Through Thick and Thin William Neil Martin, 2016-07-20
THROUGH THICK AND THIN tells the story of Floyd Martin and Christine Mosley, who come of age
during the Great Depression of the 1930s and get married. They make their home in Gulfport,
Mississippi, a small town that was born in the early days of the twentieth century. As Floyd and
Christine raise their family, the town also grows, and by mid-century the roots of both the town and
the Martin family are firmly planted...
  coming of age in mississippi: Coming Home to Mississippi Charline R. McCord, Judy H.
Tucker, 2013-03-21 In this collection, essayists examine their lives, their memories of Mississippi,
the reasons they left the state, and what drew them back. They talk about how life differs and wears
on you in the far-flung parts of our nation, and the qualities that make Mississippi unique. The
writers from all corners of the state are as diverse as the regions from which they come. They are of
different races, different life experiences, different talents, and different temperaments. Yet in
acceding to the magical lure of Mississippi they are in many ways alike. Their roots are deep in the
rich soil of this state, and they come from strong families that valued education and promoted an
indomitable optimism. Successes stem from a passion, usually emerging early in life, that burns
within them. But that passion is tempered, disciplined, encouraged, and influenced by the people
around them, as well as the landscape and the history of their times. These essays give us a glimpse
of the people and places that nurtured the young lives of the essayists and offered the values that



directed them as they sought their dreams elsewhere. Often they found that opportunity was within
their grasp in their home state and came back to realize their full potential. They came back, in some
cases, to retire to a familiar place of pleasant memories, to family and to friends. They all have a love
and respect for Mississippi and continue, back home, to use their talents to help make the state an
even better place to live.
  coming of age in mississippi: Getting Personal Nancy K. Miller, 2014-06-03 In the era of
identity politics, whose is the I of cultural criticism? And what does the invention of an
autobiographical persona have to do with contemporary theory? In Getting Personal, Nancy K. Miller
reflects upon the ways in which contingencies of identity and location shape the writing of academic
argument and the living of an academic life. Getting Personal explores the new territory of feminist
cultural studies and its connections to literary interpretation. The book is organized around a
number of academic scenes in which Miller analyses the stakes of feminist critical performance. The
focus on occasions, from the conference to the seminar to the professional colloquium, produces an
autobiographical perspective on the mini-drama of institutional politics - whether faculty struggles
over the canon in elite universities, or student strivings for self-authorization in large urban ones.
Writing as a feminist critic, Miller describes the dilemmas of a responsible pedogogic practice: the
contradictory demands of authority and complicity for a feminist teacher of literature. Getting
Personal examines the rhetorical strategies of a feminism traversed by internal debates over its own
self-representations. Working through and among quotations of voices that might otherwise not
address each other, Miller assesses a crisis and offers a project for moving on.
  coming of age in mississippi: Mississippi Morning Ruth Vander Zee, 2004 Set in 1933
Mississippi, this thought-provoking story about a young boy who lives in an environment of racial
hatred will challenge young readers to question their own assumptions and confront personal
decisions. Full color.
  coming of age in mississippi: Coming of age in Mississippi : an autobiography Anne
Moody, 1982
  coming of age in mississippi: The Last Resort Norma Watkins, 2011 Norma Watkins, a rare,
brave, and entrancing human being, has written a uniquely Mississippi story about coming to terms
with family, state, and tumultuous times---and discovering herself in the process. It is a great read,
pure and simple.---Hodding Carter III The Last Resort reminded me of why I started reading in the
first place---to be enchanted, to be carried away from my world and dropped into a world more vivid
and incandescent. Norma Watkins casts her spell with exquisite sentences and unerring, evocative
details. She is a writer of inordinate compassion and formidable intelligence. This unsparing and
unsentimental memoir documents a woman's struggle for independence over the course of her
lifetime and took great moral courage and ferocious honesty to write. And let me add that this book
is so much more than personal memoir. It is an eye on history. Norma Watkins puts us there at the
white hot center of the struggle for racial equality in Jackson, Mississippi, in the turbulent fifties and
sixties.---John Dufresne What a book! What a woman! And what a life she has led ... touching upon
all the major issues of our time. I was riveted from start to finish. Brave, honest, and open, Norma
Watkins is a born writer through and through. The Last Resort is an absolute must---read for all
southern women---and men, too---as she shines a light into some of the darkest, most secret and
sacred areas of our culture. This is one of the best memoirs I have ever read.---Lee Smith Norma
Watkins takes her readers through one woman's journey toward understanding herself and the
Mississippi in which she grew up. It is a soul-searching work, one with which many women will
identify.--Kay Mills The Last Resort Taking the Mississippi Cure Raised Under The Racial
Segregation that kept her family's southern country hotel afloat, Norma Watkins grows up listening
at doors, trying to penetrate the secrets and silences of the black help and of her parents' marriage.
Groomed to be an ornament to white patriarchy, she sees herself failing at the ideal of becoming a
southern lady. The Last Resort, her compelling memoir, begins in childhood at Allison's Wells, a
popular Mississippi spa for proper white people, run by her aunt. Life at the rambling hotel seems
like paradise. Yet young Norma wonders at a caste system that has colored people cooking every



meal while forbidding their sitting with whites to eat. Once integration is court-mandated, her
beloved father becomes a stalwart captain in defense of Jim Crow as a counselor to fiery,
segregationist Governor Ross Barnett, His daughter flounders, looking for escape. A fine house,
wonderful children, and a successful husband do not compensate for the shock of Mississippi's
brutal response to change, daily made manifest by the men in her home. A sexually bleak marriage
only emphasizes a growing emotional emptiness. When a civil rights lawyer offers love and escape,
does a good southern lady dare leave her home state and closed society behind? With humor and
heartbreak, The Last Resort conveys at once the idyllic charm and the impossible compromises of a
lost way of life.
  coming of age in mississippi: Mississippi Trial, 1955 Chris Crowe, 2002-05-27 As the fiftieth
anniversary approaches, there's a renewed interest in this infamous 1955 murder case, which made
a lasting mark on American culture, as well as the future Civil Rights Movement. Chris Crowe's IRA
Award-winning novel and his gripping, photo-illustrated nonfiction work are currently the only books
on the teenager's murder written for young adults.
  coming of age in mississippi: Mississippi Sissy Kevin Sessums, 2007 Kevin Sessums
recounts his childhood and adolescence in the South, explaining how he coped with being different
from the other boys in the region and how he refused to accept their labels and discriminations.
  coming of age in mississippi: Out of This Furnace Thomas Bell, 2013-02-07 Our all-time
bestselling title, this classic and powerful novel spanning three generations of a Slovak immigrant
family has been adopted for course use in more than 250 colleges and universities nationwide. Out
of This Furnace, is Thomas Bell's most compelling achievement. Its story of three generations of an
immigrant Slovak family - the Dobrejcaks - still stands as a fresh and extraordinary accomplishment.
The novel begins in the mid-1880s with the naive blundering career of Djuro Kracha. It tracks his
arrival from the old country as he walked from New York to White Haven, his later migration to the
steel mills of Braddock, and his eventual downfall through foolish financial speculations and an
extramarital affair. The second generation is represented by Kracha's daughter, Mary, who married
Mike Dobrejcak, a steel worker. Their decent lives, made desperate by the inhuman working
conditions of the mills, were held together by the warm bonds of their family life, and Mike's
political idealism set an example for the children. Dobie Dobrejcak, the third generation, came of
age in the 1920s determined not to be sacrificed to the mills. His involvement in the successful
unionization of the steel industry climaxed a half-century struggle to establish economic justice for
the workers. Out of This Furnace is a document of ethnic heritage and of a violent and cruel period
in our history, but it is also a superb story. The writing is strong and forthright, and the novel builds
constantly to its triumphantly human conclusion.
  coming of age in mississippi: Coming of Age in Mississippi Anne Moody, 1974
  coming of age in mississippi: Ever Is a Long Time W. Ralph Eubanks, 2007-10-11 Like the
renowned classics Praying for Sheetrock and North Toward Home , Ever Is a Long Time captures
the spirit and feel of a small Southern town divided by racism and violence in the midst of the Civil
Rights era. Part personal journey, part social and political history, this extraordinary book reveals
the burden of Southern history and how that burden is carried even today in the hearts and minds of
those who lived through the worst of it. Author Ralph Eubanks, whose father was a black county
agent and whose mother was a schoolteacher, grew up on an eighty-acre farm on the outskirts of
Mount Olive, Mississippi, a town of great pastoral beauty but also a place where the racial dividing
lines were clear and where violence was always lingering in the background. Ever Is a Long Time
tells his story against the backdrop of an era when churches were burned, Medgar Evers and Martin
Luther King were murdered, schools were integrated forcibly, and the state of Mississippi created an
agency to spy on its citizens in an effort to maintain white supremacy. Through Eubanks's evocative
prose, we see and feel a side of Mississippi that has seldom been seen before. He reveals the
complexities of the racial dividing lines at the time and the price many paid for what we now take for
granted. With colorful stories that bring that time to life as well as interviews with those who were
involved in the spying activities of the State Sovereignty Commission, Ever Is a Long Time is a



poignant picture of one man coming to terms with his southern legacy.
  coming of age in mississippi: One Mississippi Mark Childress, 2007-09-19 You need only
one best friend, Daniel Musgrove figures, to make it through high school alive. After his family
moves to Mississippi just before his junior year, Daniel finds fellow outsider Tim Cousins. The two
become inseparable, sharing a fascination with ridicule, The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour, and
Arnita Beecham, the most bewitching girl at Minor High. But soon things go terribly wrong. The
friends commit a small crime that grows larger and larger, and threatens to engulf the whole town.
Arnita, the first black prom queen in the history of the school, is injured and wakes up a different
person. And Daniel, Tim, and their families are swept up in a shocking chain of events. There is
nothing small about Childress's fine novel. It's big in all the ways that matter -- big in daring, big in
insight, and big-hearted. Really, really big-hearted. -New Orleans Times-Picayune
  coming of age in mississippi: Sons of Mississippi Paul Hendrickson, 2015-02-18 They stand
as unselfconscious as if the photograph were being taken at a church picnic and not during one of
the pitched battles of the civil rights struggle. None of them knows that the image will appear in Life
magazine or that it will become an icon of its era. The year is 1962, and these seven white
Mississippi lawmen have gathered to stop James Meredith from integrating the University of
Mississippi. One of them is swinging a billy club. More than thirty years later, award-winning
journalist and author Paul Hendrickson sets out to discover who these men were, what happened to
them after the photograph was taken, and how racist attitudes shaped the way they lived their lives.
But his ultimate focus is on their children and grandchildren, and how the prejudice bequeathed by
the fathers was transformed, or remained untouched, in the sons. Sons of Mississippi is a scalding
yet redemptive work of social history, a book of eloquence and subtlely that tracks the movement of
racism across three generations and bears witness to its ravages among both black and white
Americans.
  coming of age in mississippi: Long Division Kiese Laymon, 2021-06-01 Winner of the NAACP
Image Award for Fiction From Kiese Laymon, author of the critically acclaimed memoir Heavy,
comes a “funny, astute, searching” (The Wall Street Journal) debut novel about Black teenagers that
is a satirical exploration of celebrity, authorship, violence, religion, and coming of age in
post-Katrina Mississippi. Written in a voice that’s alternately humorous, lacerating, and wise, Long
Division features two interwoven stories. In the first, it’s 2013: after an on-stage meltdown during a
nationally televised quiz contest, fourteen-year-old Citoyen “City” Coldson becomes an overnight
YouTube celebrity. The next day, he’s sent to stay with his grandmother in the small coastal
community of Melahatchie, where a young girl named Baize Shephard has recently disappeared.
Before leaving, City is given a strange book without an author called Long Division. He learns that
one of the book’s main characters is also named City Coldson—but Long Division is set in 1985. This
1985-version of City, along with his friend and love interest, Shalaya Crump, discovers a way to
travel into the future, and steals a laptop and cellphone from an orphaned teenage rapper
called...Baize Shephard. They ultimately take these items with them all the way back to 1964, to help
another time-traveler they meet to protect his family from the Ku Klux Klan. City’s two stories
ultimately converge in the work shed behind his grandmother’s house, where he discovers the key to
Baize’s disappearance. Brilliantly “skewering the disingenuous masquerade of institutional racism”
(Publishers Weekly), this dreamlike “smart, funny, and sharp” (Jesmyn Ward), novel shows the work
that young Black Americans must do, while living under the shadow of a history “that they only
gropingly understand and must try to fill in for themselves” (The Wall Street Journal).
  coming of age in mississippi: From Girl to Woman Christy Rishoi, 2012-02-01 From Girl to
Woman examines the coming-of-age narratives of a diverse group of American women writers,
including Annie Dillard, Zora Neale Hurston, Maxine Hong Kingston, and Mary McCarthy, and
explores the crucial role of such narratives in the development of American feminism. Women have
long known that identity is complex and contradictory, but in the twentieth century their
coming-of-age narratives finally voice this knowledge. Addressing a variety of themes—awakening
sexuality, the body's metamorphosis in puberty, consciousness of difference from males, and the



socialization into feminine gender roles—these narratives reject the heroine's narrative ending in
romance, allowing American women writers to create alternative subjectivities by rejecting the
notion that identity is ever fixed. While activists have succeeded in winning legal battles that have
changed the legal status of women, these narratives perform the cultural work of exposing the
painful contradictions faced by women as they come of age.
  coming of age in mississippi: The Thousand-Year Flood David Welky, 2011-08-19 In the early
days of 1937, the Ohio River, swollen by heavy winter rains, began rising. And rising. And rising. By
the time the waters crested, the Ohio and Mississippi had climbed to record heights. Nearly four
hundred people had died, while a million more had run from their homes. The deluge caused more
than half a billion dollars of damage at a time when the Great Depression still battered the nation.
Timed to coincide with the flood's seventy-fifth anniversary, The Thousand-Year Flood is the first
comprehensive history of one of the most destructive disasters in American history. David Welky
first shows how decades of settlement put Ohio valley farms and towns at risk and how politicians
and planners repeatedly ignored the dangers. Then he tells the gripping story of the river's
inexorable rise: residents fled to refugee camps and higher ground, towns imposed martial law,
prisoners rioted, Red Cross nurses endured terrifying conditions, and FDR dispatched thousands of
relief workers. In a landscape fraught with dangers—from unmoored gas tanks that became floating
bombs to powerful currents of filthy floodwaters that swept away whole towns—people hastily raised
sandbag barricades, piled into overloaded rowboats, and marveled at water that stretched as far as
the eye could see. In the flood's aftermath, Welky explains, New Deal reformers, utopian dreamers,
and hard-pressed locals restructured not only the flood-stricken valleys, but also the nation's
relationship with its waterways, changes that continue to affect life along the rivers to this day. A
striking narrative of danger and adventure—and the mix of heroism and generosity, greed and
pettiness that always accompany disaster—The Thousand-Year Flood breathes new life into a
fascinating yet little-remembered American story.
  coming of age in mississippi: Glory Be Augusta Scattergood, 2012-08-01 A Mississippi town
in 1964 gets riled when tempers flare at the segregated public pool.As much as Gloriana June
Hemphill, or Glory as everyone knows her, wants to turn twelve, there are times when Glory wishes
she could turn back the clock a year. Jesslyn, her sister and former confidante, no longer has the
time of day for her now that she'll be entering high school. Then there's her best friend, Frankie.
Things have always been so easy with Frankie, and now suddenly they aren't. Maybe it's the new girl
from the North that's got everyone out of sorts. Or maybe it's the debate about whether or not the
town should keep the segregated public pool open. Augusta Scattergood has drawn on real-life
events to create a memorable novel about family, friendship, and choices that aren't always easy.
  coming of age in mississippi: The Help Kathryn Stockett, 2009-07-23 ***The phenomenal
international bestseller that inspired the Oscar-nominated film*** Enter a vanished and unjust world:
Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. Where black maids raise white children, but aren't trusted not to steal
the silver . . . There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing the hurt caused by
her own son's tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss
Skeeter, home from College, who wants to know why her beloved maid has disappeared. Skeeter,
Aibileen and Minny. No one would believe they'd be friends; fewer still would tolerate it. But as each
woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they come to depend and rely upon one another. Each
is in a search of a truth. And together they have an extraordinary story to tell... 'The other side of
Gone with the Wind - and just as unputdownable' The Sunday Times 'A big, warm girlfriend of a
book' The Times 'Harper Lee's classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird has changed lives. Its direct
descendent The Helphas the same potential . . . an astonishing feat of accomplishment' Daily
Express
  coming of age in mississippi: Born by the River Jenness Clark, 2016-09-15 In 1963, the
whirlpools of a changing culture inundate the Mississippi River region, where a young girl tries to
comprehend and stay above the conflicting traditions that challenge her family's very survival.
  coming of age in mississippi: Nisei Daughter Monica Itoi Sone, 2014 Originally published as



an Atlantic Monthly Press Book by Little, Brown and Company--Title page verso.
  coming of age in mississippi: Gap Creek (Oprah's Book Club) Robert Morgan, 2012-08-21 A
New York Times Bestseller & Oprah's Book Club Pick Young Julie Harmon works “hard as a man,”
they say, so hard that at times she’s not sure she can stop. People depend on her to slaughter the
hogs and nurse the dying. People are weak, and there is so much to do. At just seventeen she
marries and moves down into the valley of Gap Creek, where perhaps life will be better. But Julie
and Hank’s new life in the valley, in the last years of the nineteenth century, is more complicated
than the couple ever imagined. Sometimes it’s hard to tell what to fear most—the fires and floods or
the flesh-and-blood grifters, drunks, and busybodies who insinuate themselves into their new life. To
survive, they must find out whether love can keep chaos and madness at bay. Their struggles with
nature, with work, with the changing century, and with the disappointments and triumphs of their
union make Gap Creek a timeless story of a marriage.
  coming of age in mississippi: Trials of the Earth Mary Mann Hamilton, 2017-12-05 The
astonishing first-person account of Mississippi pioneer woman struggling to survive, protect her
family, and make a home in the early American South. Near the end of her life, Mary Mann Hamilton
(1866 - c.1936) began recording her experiences in the backwoods of the Mississippi Delta. The
result is this astonishing first-person account of a pioneer woman who braved grueling work,
profound tragedy, and a pitiless wilderness (she and her family faced floods, tornadoes, fires, bears,
panthers, and snakes) to protect her home in the early American South. An early draft of Trials of
the Earth was submitted to a writers' competition sponsored by Little, Brown in 1933. It didn't win,
and we almost lost the chance to bring this raw, vivid narrative to readers. Eighty-three years later,
in partnership with Mary Mann Hamilton's descendants, we're proud to share this irreplaceable
piece of American history. Written in spare, rich prose, Trials of the Earth is a precious record of one
woman's extraordinary endurance and courage that will resonate with readers of history and fiction
alike.
  coming of age in mississippi: One Bullet Away Nathaniel Fick, 2006 An ex-Marine captain
shares his story of fighting in a recon battalion in both Afghanistan and Iraq, beginning with his
brutal training on Quantico Island and following his progress through various training sessions and,
ultimately, conflict in the deadliest conflicts since the Vietnam War.
  coming of age in mississippi: Growing Up on the Mississippi Kent Otto Stever, 2013-06
Charming stories of small town life in Winona, Minnesota, in the 1950s.
  coming of age in mississippi: Coming of Age in Contemporary American Fiction Kenneth
Millard, 2007-04-18 This book explores the ways in which a range of recent American novelists have
handled the genre of the 'coming-of-age' novel, or the Bildungsroman. Novels of this genre
characteristically dramatise the vicissitudes of growing up and the trials and tribulations of young
adulthood, often presented through depictions of immediate family relationships and other social
structures. This book considers a variety of different American cultures (in terms of race, class and
gender) and a range of contemporary coming-of-age novels, so that aesthetic judgements about the
fiction might be made in the context of the social history that fiction represents. A series of
questions are asked:* Does the coming-of-age moment in these novels coincide with an
interpretation of the 'fall' of America?* What kind of national commentary does it therefore
facilitate?* Is the Bildungsroman a quintessentially American genre?* What can it usefully tell us
about contemporary American culture? Although the focus is on the conte
  coming of age in mississippi: Teacher Michael Copperman, 2016-08-25 When Michael
Copperman left Stanford University for the Mississippi Delta in 2002, he imagined he would lift
underprivileged children from the narrow horizons of rural poverty. Well-meaning but naïve, the
Asian American from the West Coast soon lost his bearings in a world divided between black and
white. He had no idea how to manage a classroom or help children navigate the considerable
challenges they faced. In trying to help students, he often found he couldn't afford to give what they
required--sometimes with heartbreaking consequences. His desperate efforts to save child after
child were misguided but sincere. He offered children the best invitations to success he could



manage. But he still felt like an outsider who was failing the children and himself. Teach For
America has for a decade been the nation's largest employer of recent college graduates but has
come under increasing criticism in recent years even as it has grown exponentially. This memoir
considers the distance between the idealism of the organization's creed that One day, all children in
this nation will have the opportunity to attain an excellent education and reach their full potential
and what it actually means to teach in America's poorest and most troubled public schools.
Copperman's memoir vividly captures his disorientation in the divided world of the Delta, even as
the author marvels at the wit and resilience of the children in his classroom. To them, he is at once
an authority figure and a stranger minority than even they are--a lone Asian, an outsider among
outsiders. His journey is of great relevance to teachers, administrators, and parents longing for
quality education in America. His frank story shows that the solutions for impoverished schools are
far from simple.
  coming of age in mississippi: The Alchemist Paulo Coelho, 2015-02-24 A special 25th
anniversary edition of the extraordinary international bestseller, including a new Foreword by Paulo
Coelho. Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-discovery,
The Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and
transforming the lives of countless readers across generations. Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the
mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly
treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever
imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of
recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most
importantly, to follow our dreams.
  coming of age in mississippi: The Mississippi and the Making of a Nation Stephen E.
Ambrose, Douglas Brinkley, 2002 An exploration of the Mississippi River, tracing its length from
Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico, and discussing its important role in the history of the United
States. Includes photographs, period illustrations, artwork, documents, and maps.
  coming of age in mississippi: Three Lives for Mississippi William Bradford Huie, 2000
  coming of age in mississippi: The Good Soldiers David Finkel, 2009-09-15 The Prequel to the
Bestselling Thank You for Your Service, Now a Major Motion Picture With The Good Soldiers,
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter David Finkel has produced an eternal story — not just of the Iraq
War, but of all wars, for all time. It was the last-chance moment of the war. In January 2007,
President George W. Bush announced a new strategy for Iraq. It became known as the surge. Among
those called to carry it out were the young, optimistic army infantry soldiers of the 2-16, the
battalion nicknamed the Rangers. About to head to a vicious area of Baghdad, they decided the
difference would be them. Fifteen months later, the soldiers returned home — forever changed. The
chronicle of their tour is gripping, devastating, and deeply illuminating for anyone with an interest in
human conflict.
  coming of age in mississippi: Men We Reaped Jesmyn Ward, 2013-01-01 '...And then we
heard the rain falling, and that was the drops of blood falling; and when we came to get the crops, it
was dead men that we reaped.' Harriet TubmanIn five years, Jesmyn Ward lost five men in her life,
to drugs, accidents, suicide, and the bad luck that can follow people who live in poverty, particularly
black men. Dealing with these losses, one after another, made Jesmyn ask the question: why? And as
she began to write about the experience of living through all the dying, she realized the truth--and it
took her breath away. Her brother and her friends all died because of who they were and where they
were from, because they lived with a history of racism and economic struggle that fostered drug
addiction and the dissolution of family and relationships. Jesmyn says the answer was so obvious she
felt stupid for not seeing it. But it nagged at her until she knew she had to write about her
community, to write their stories and her own. Jesmyn grew up in poverty in rural Mississippi. She
writes powerfully about the pressures this brings, on the men who can do no right and the women
who stand in for family in a society where the men are often absent. She bravely tells her story,
revisiting the agonizing losses of her only brother and her friends. As the sole member of her family



to leave home and pursue high education, she writes about this parallel American universe with the
objectivity distance provides and the intimacy of utter familiarity.
  coming of age in mississippi: An American Insurrection William Doyle, 2002-02-05 In 1961,
a black veteran named James Meredith applied for admission to the University of Mississippi — and
launched a legal revolt against white supremacy in the most segregated state in America. Meredith’s
challenge ultimately triggered what Time magazine called “the gravest conflict between federal and
state authority since the Civil War,” a crisis that on September 30, 1962, exploded into a chaotic
battle between thousands of white civilians and a small corps of federal marshals. To crush the
insurrection, President John F. Kennedy ordered a lightning invasion of Mississippi by over 20,000
U.S. combat infantry, paratroopers, military police, and National Guard troops. Based on years of
intensive research, including over 500 interviews, JFK’s White House tapes, and 9,000 pages of FBI
files, An American Insurrection is a minute-by-minute account of the crisis. William Doyle offers
intimate portraits of the key players, from James Meredith to the segregationist Mississippi
Governor Ross Barnett, to President John F. Kennedy and the federal marshals and soldiers who
risked their lives to uphold the Constitution. The defeat of the segregationist uprising in Oxford was
a turning point in the civil rights struggle, and An American Insurrection brings this largely
forgotten event to life in all its drama, stunning detail, and historical importance.
  coming of age in mississippi: The Old Man and the Sea Ernest Hemingway, 2022-08-01
DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest
Hemingway. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every
DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are
available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment
and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.
  coming of age in mississippi: Mississippi Blood (Penn Cage, Book 6) Greg Iles, 2017-04-06 A
father on trial for murder. A son whose world is falling apart. The No.1 New York Times bestselling
final volume of the ground-breaking Natchez Burning Trilogy by Greg Iles.
  coming of age in mississippi: Deep Water Thomas Ruys Smith, 2019-12-17 Mark Twain’s
visions of the Mississippi River offer some of the most indelible images in American literature: Huck
and Jim floating downstream on their raft, Tom Sawyer and friends becoming pirates on Jackson’s
Island, the young Sam Clemens himself at the wheel of a steamboat. Through Twain’s iconic river
books, the Mississippi has become an imagined river as much as a real one. Yet despite the central
place that Twain’s river occupies in the national imaginary, until now no work has explored the
shifting meaning of this crucial connection in a single volume. Thomas Ruys Smith’s Deep Water:
The Mississippi River in the Age of Mark Twain is the first book to provide a comprehensive
narrative account of Twain’s intimate and long-lasting creative engagement with the Mississippi.
This expansive study traces two separate but richly intertwined stories of the river as America
moved from the aftermath of the Civil War toward modernity. It follows Twain’s remarkable
connection to the Mississippi, from his early years on the river as a steamboat pilot, through his
most significant literary statements, to his final reflections on the crooked stream that wound its way
through his life and imagination. Alongside Twain’s evolving relationship to the river, Deep Water
details the thriving cultural life of the Mississippi in this period—from roustabouts to canoeists, from
books for boys to blues songs—and highlights a diverse collection of voices each telling their own
story of the river. Smith weaves together these perspectives, putting Twain and his creations in
conversation with a dynamic cast of river characters who helped transform the Mississippi into a
vibrant American icon. By balancing evocative cultural history with thought-provoking discussions of
some of Twain’s most important and beloved works, Deep Water gives readers a new sense of both
the Mississippi and the remarkable writer who made the river his own.
  coming of age in mississippi: From Ararat to Suburbia Selig Adler, Thomas E. Connolly, 1960
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