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Colts General Manager History: A Legacy of Success
and Struggle

The Indianapolis Colts, a franchise steeped in NFL history, boast a rich legacy punctuated by
moments of triumph and periods of rebuilding. Behind every successful season and every draft-day
gamble sits a general manager, the architect responsible for shaping the team's roster and future.
This in-depth exploration delves into the Colts general manager history, examining the successes,
failures, and lasting impacts of each individual who has held this crucial position. We'll uncover the
stories behind the trades, the draft picks, and the crucial decisions that shaped the Colts into the
team we know today.

The Early Years: Building a Foundation (Pre-1984)

Before the Colts' move to Indianapolis, the franchise's early general manager history is less well-
documented in readily accessible online resources. However, it's crucial to understand that the
groundwork laid by these early executives significantly influenced the team's trajectory. These
individuals navigated the challenges of the pre-free agency era, relying heavily on scouting and
shrewd trades to construct competitive teams. While specific names and details might be harder to
find, researching team records from this period reveals the impact of these foundational GM roles.
Further exploration in NFL archives and historical team documentation may yield more
comprehensive information on the pre-1984 era.

https://tracking.americanhoperesources.com/file3/pdf?dataid=CBF76-8972&title=colts-general-manager-history.pdf


The Erhardt Era and the Rise of a Dynasty (1984-1997)

The Colts’ move to Indianapolis marked a turning point, and with it came the leadership of General
Manager Jim Erhardt. While not solely responsible for the team's early success, Erhardt oversaw a
period of stability and gradual improvement. He laid the groundwork for the future successes,
solidifying the franchise's place in its new city. Understanding his tenure requires examining the
context of the time: the challenges of relocating, building a new fan base, and navigating the shifting
landscape of the NFL.

Bill Polian: The Architect of a Championship Era (1998-2011)

Bill Polian's tenure as Colts general manager is undeniably the most impactful period in the
franchise's recent history. His shrewd drafting, astute free-agent acquisitions, and bold trades
formed the foundation for the Colts' dominance in the early 2000s. The drafting of Peyton Manning
in 1998 stands as the cornerstone of Polian's legacy, a decision that transformed the franchise's
fortunes and cemented his place in Colts history. Beyond Manning, his contributions extend to
identifying crucial supporting players, crafting a competitive roster year after year, and building a
winning culture.

#### Key Accomplishments Under Polian:

Drafting Peyton Manning: The defining moment of his tenure.
Building a Strong Coaching Staff: Pairing Manning with Tony Dungy proved a masterstroke.
Strategic Free Agency Moves: Adding key veterans to complement the young core.
Sustained Success: Multiple playoff appearances and a Super Bowl victory.

Ryan Grigson: A Mixed Legacy (2012-2016)

Ryan Grigson succeeded Polian, inheriting a team still brimming with talent but facing challenges in
maintaining its dominance. His tenure was marked by a mix of successes and significant
shortcomings. While he oversaw some successful drafts, his decisions also drew criticism for
inconsistent performance and a failure to adequately address certain positional needs. Analyzing
Grigson's time requires a careful examination of his draft picks, free-agent signings, and the overall
team performance during his leadership.

Chris Ballard: Rebuilding and the Present (2017-Present)

Chris Ballard's arrival marked a new chapter in Colts history. He implemented a long-term
rebuilding strategy focused on building through the draft and establishing a strong organizational



culture. Ballard's approach emphasizes player character and team cohesion, a departure from
previous strategies. His tenure is still unfolding, but the early results indicate a commitment to
sustainable success based on a solid foundation of young talent. Evaluating Ballard's legacy will
require a longer-term perspective to assess the full impact of his decisions.

Conclusion

The Colts general manager history reflects a journey of evolution, marked by both triumph and
adversity. From the early years of building a foundation to the championship era under Polian and
the ongoing rebuild under Ballard, each general manager has left an indelible mark on the franchise.
Understanding this history provides invaluable context for appreciating the present state of the team
and anticipating its future direction. The decisions made by these individuals – both the successes
and the failures – have shaped the Colts into the organization they are today.

FAQs:

1. Who is considered the greatest Colts general manager? While subjective, Bill Polian's success in
drafting Peyton Manning and building a Super Bowl-winning team strongly positions him as the most
impactful GM in franchise history.

2. What was the biggest mistake made by a Colts GM? This is debatable, but some might point to
Ryan Grigson's inconsistent drafting and free-agent signings as key factors contributing to the
team's struggles during his tenure.

3. How did the Colts' general manager history impact the team's success? The general managers'
decisions directly influenced the team's roster composition, coaching staff, and overall strategic
direction, significantly impacting their on-field performance.

4. What are the key characteristics of a successful Colts general manager? Successful GMs
demonstrated a keen eye for talent (especially in the draft), the ability to build a strong coaching
staff, and a clear long-term vision for the team's future.

5. Where can I find more information on the early Colts general managers? Researching team
archives, historical NFL databases, and sports journalism from the relevant periods might yield more
information on the early years of the franchise's general manager history.

  colts general manager history: Indianapolis Colts Lew Freedman, 2013-08-15 A complete
illustrated history of the National Football League's Indianapolis Colts, including the team's early
era in Baltimore--Provided by publisher--
  colts general manager history: The GM Tom Callahan, 2007-09-18 In the summer of 2006,
the NFL’s most senior general manager, Ernie Accorsi, invited Tom Callahan “inside” the Giants
organization to experience a season—Accorsi’s last—from the front office, the locker room, the



sidelines, and the tunnel. Tom made no promises, except that he’d bring to the project the same
fairness and thoroughness that characterized his acclaimed Unitas biography, Johnny U. The result
is a remarkable book that is at once a chronicle of a tumultuous season and the story of the NFL
over the last three and a half decades, told through the eyes of a man who has dedicated his life to
football. The Giants started the season with high expectations, hoping to ride the talent of players
like Eli Manning, Jeremy Shockey, and Tiki Barber to the Super Bowl, but the team quickly fell apart
due to injuries. The GM goes far beyond the specifics of a single season, though. In a marriage of
two great raconteurs, one lobbing stories and the other neatly catching them, Callahan and
Accorsi—writer and subject—show how the pro game (and the league that showcases it) really
works, and the peculiar role of today’s general manager, who must be part seer, part accountant,
balancing psyches and salary caps. At its essence, The GM is the story of the job—of what it means
to be the guy who makes the decisions . . . who’s second-guessed by fans and the media . . . who
must deal with endless—and sometimes impossible—expectations. Filled with the vivid anecdotes
and storytelling that made Johnny U a surprise bestseller, The GM doesn’t just illuminate. It inspires
with its portrait of a consummate football-personnel strategist who, over the course of decades, gave
everything to the game he loved.
  colts general manager history: The 1958 Baltimore Colts George Bozeka, 2018-06-26 The
1958 Baltimore Colts were one of the greatest teams ever in professional football. Owned by the
controversial Carroll Rosenbloom and led by head coach Weeb Ewbank and six future Hall of Fame
players--Johnny Unitas, Raymond Berry, Lenny Moore, Jim Parker, Art Donovan and Gino
Marchetti--they won the NFL title that season, defeating the New York Giants in the first sudden
death championship game in NFL history. The Colts laid the foundation for the ultra-popular
spectacle football would become with the American public. They were a talented group of players.
Many had been rejected or underappreciated at various points in their careers though they were
loved and respected by the blue collar fans of Baltimore. This book tells the complete story of the '58
Colts and the city's love affair with the team.
  colts general manager history: The Game Plan Vic Carucci, Bill Polian, 2014-10-01 As one of
the most successful general managers and team presidents in NFL history, few people understand
how to create the blueprint for a winning football team like Bill Polian. After building the Buffalo
Bills team that went to four consecutive Super Bowls and taking the expansion Carolina Panthers to
the NFC Championship just two years after the team's creation, he was responsible for the
Indianapolis Colts drafting Peyton Manning with the first overall pick in 1998 and oversaw the
team's victory in Super Bowl XLI. Now, Polian shares his blueprint for building a successful football
team in The Game Plan. He details the decisions both a team needs to make in the regular season
and the offseason to bring teams to the postseason and the NFL's ultimate test of a well-built team:
the Super Bowl.
  colts general manager history: Tales from the Patriots Sideline Michael Felger, 2006 Some of
the most entertaining stories from one of the most remarkable franchises in sports are told in this
revealing look at the New England Patriots. While the team's owner, coach, and stadium now all
rank among the best in the National Football League, the team was known for decades as having
comically inept management and ownership, as well as the worst stadium in the NFL.In Tales from
the Patriots Sideline, former players share their tales of the tumultuous years. Their initial owners
had to sell the team after going bankrupt promoting a Michael Jackson concert tour. Their coaches
have been a colorful lot, too, including one who accepted a new job the day before a playoff
game.From the AFL years through the lowest of low seasons, Patriots history has also been
sprinkled with the occasional spikes of success. They were a franchise on the verge of being
relocated before current management took the team to its new heights as three-time Super Bowl
champions. Fans can find stories about it all in Tales from the Patriots Sideline.
  colts general manager history: Guts and Genius Bob Glauber, 2018-11-20 How three
football legends -- Bill Walsh, Joe Gibbs, and Bill Parcells -- won eight Super Bowls during the 1980s
and changed football forever. Bill Walsh, Joe Gibbs and Bill Parcells dominated what may go down as



the greatest decade in pro football history, leading their teams to a combined eight championships
and developing some of the most gifted players of all time in the process. Walsh, Gibbs and Parcells
developed such NFL stars as Joe Montana, Lawrence Taylor, Jerry Rice, Art Monk and Darrell Green.
They resurrected the careers of players like John Riggins, Joe Theismann, Doug Williams, Everson
Walls and Hacksaw Reynolds. They did so with a combination of guts and genius, built championship
teams in their own likeness, and revolutionized pro football like few others. Their influence is still
evident in today's game, with coaches who either worked directly for them or are part of their
coaching trees now winning Super Bowls and using strategy the three men devised and perfected. In
interviews with more than 150 players, coaches, family members and friends, GUTS AND GENIUS
digs into the careers of three men who overcame their own insecurities and doubts to build Hall of
Fame legacies that transformed their generation and continue to impact today's NFL.
  colts general manager history: The Official National Football League Record and Fact Book,
1996 National Football League, 1996-08 The definitive National Football League book of information
and statistics, this guide is the only record book authorized by the source--the NFL--and distrubuted
to media around the world. For those who devour pro football facts and figures, (it) will provide
happy hours.--The New York Times.
  colts general manager history: The Elway Years Mike Klis, Mike Shanahan, 2024-10-08 A
sharply written, action-packed chronicle of Denver Broncos championship history. For 16 seasons,
John Elway was nothing less than the figurehead of a franchise and the heartbeat of a city. As a
quarterback, he was a tenacious scrambler; given the choice of sliding safely a yard short of the first
down marker or taking a hit if it meant moving the chains, he never failed to absorb the blow. As a
leader he was the embodiment of quiet confidence, inspiring—rather than demanding—the best from
his Denver Broncos teammates. The Elway Years is an essential portrait of this singular era for
Denver sports, one which culminated in back-to-back championships but was built on years of failure
and resilience. When Elway hung up his cleats after Super Bowl XXXIII, his status as one of football's
all-time greats was assured. But for over a decade, despite the records, awards, and thrilling
late-game comebacks, that legacy hung in the balance. Veteran reporter Mike Klis captures the
essence of Elway's dogged pursuit of greatness, weaving together memory, research, and keen
analysis. Through the words of teammates, executives, and Elway himself, readers are invited to
delve into the captivating journey of this football icon, exploring the triumphs and trials that defined
his remarkable career. From The Drive to the long-awaited hoisting of the Lombardi Trophy and the
quieter moments in between, The Elway Years is a must-read for Broncos faithful and football fans
everywhere.
  colts general manager history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started
Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has
it all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of
American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  colts general manager history: The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game Michael Lewis,
2007-09-17 The #1 New York Times Bestseller Lewis has such a gift for storytelling…he writes as
lucidly for sports fans as for those who read him for other reasons. —Janet Maslin, New York Times
When we first meet him, Michael Oher is one of thirteen children by a mother addicted to crack; he
does not know his real name, his father, his birthday, or how to read or write. He takes up football,
and school, after a rich, white, Evangelical family plucks him from the streets. Then two great forces
alter Oher: the family’s love and the evolution of professional football itself into a game where the
quarterback must be protected at any cost. Our protagonist becomes the priceless package of size,
speed, and agility necessary to guard the quarterback’s greatest vulnerability, his blind side.
  colts general manager history: Brady vs Manning Gary Myers, 2015-09-22 New York Times
Bestseller From Acclaimed sports journalist Gary Myers comes the definitive inside account of the



greatest rivalry in NFL history Tom Brady and Peyton Manning are perhaps the two greatest
quarterbacks of all time. They are living legends who have come to embody the quarterback position
and shape an entire generation of the NFL. They have also been fierce rivals every step of the way,
and their many epic duels have not only ranked among the best and most exciting games ever
played, they have fundamentally shaped the lives of and careers of both men. But for all their shared
brilliance, they are a study in contrasts. Tom is the underdog turned ultimate winner, an unheralded
draft pick who went on to win a miraculous Super Bowl and become the leader of one of the NFL’s
greatest dynasties. He is as firmly associated with big game brilliance as anyone who has ever
played. Meanwhile Peyton was born into NFL royalty and a mountain of outsized expectations, yet
somehow lived up to and exceeded all the hype, claiming virtually every passing record along his
path to football immortality. The contrast in greatness—between the overachieving underdog and
the crown prince of football, between postseason brilliance and statistical dominance—has served as
an endless source of fascination for fans and media, and over the years as the two players have faced
off again and again in classic games, the argument has only intensified. But until now, there has
never been a definitive treatment of the debate that tells the real story. What do Tom and Peyton
actually think of each other? What do their coaches think of them? What about teammates and
opposing players? What are they like behind closed doors and in the locker room, and how does that
influence their careers? How did their vastly different upbringings shape them, and how has each
handled the injuries, setbacks and defeats they’ve dealt with over their careers? In this
extraordinary book, veteran NFL correspondent Gary Myers tackles this subject from every angle
and with unprecedented access and insight, drawing on a huge number of never-before-heard
interviews with Brady and Manning, their coaches, their families, and those who have played with
them and against them. The result is a remarkable collection of the most entertaining and revealing
stories ever told about Peyton and Tom, from how they developed their vastly different leadership
styles, to the unlikely friendship they’ve built over the years, to their respective exploits as locker
room pranksters. Wildly entertaining and deeply thought-provoking, Brady vs Manning is essential
reading for anyone who truly wants to understand these extraordinary players.
  colts general manager history: Coaching Confidential Gary Myers, 2012-11-13 A
behind-the-scenes look at the high-pressure lives of NFL head coaches Coaching Confidential
chronicles a year in the life of an NFL head coach. But not just one head coach. A composite portrait
is drawn through interviews with at least 20 current and former head coaches (including Super Bowl
winners such as Bill Parcells, Tom Coughlin, Jimmy Johnson, Tony Dungy, Sean Payton, Mike
Shanahan, Dick Vermeil, Mike Holmgren, Brian Billick, and Joe Gibbs), taking us through the
professional and personal challenges of the job. This book covers the draft, free agency, big trades,
training camp, family crisis, player troubles, coaching relationships with members of the staff,
coach-owner dynamics, rivalries, Xs and Os, the playoffs--all the way to the Super Bowl. Just getting
to Sunday is almost a relief for NFL head coaches. It's during that three-hour window 16 days a year
when they can simply concentrate on what they do best, which is trying to win football games. But
the job is, of course, much more than that.
  colts general manager history: The Big Book of College Football Trivia David Halprin,
2022-03-22 Are you a college football superfan? Prove it! With more than a century of football
history to pull from, this trivia compilation will put your college football memory to the test. Use the
trivia in this book to build your knowledge; test what you already know about college teams,
coaches, and traditions; then challenge others to see who is the bigger fan of this Saturday sports
tradition. What sets this football book apart: 700 questions—From the sport's earliest days to its
most memorable games throughout the years, there's a fun quiz question for all of college football's
unforgettable moments. A full roster—Explore players, coaches, conferences, bowl games, and
national championships with an organized format that lets you get right to the info you're looking
for. Extra credit—Each chapter includes a cool end section with even more insider knowledge about
college football, like an explanation of the Heisman curse and a quick history of the NFL draft. Get
ready to put your college football knowledge in play!



  colts general manager history: Sports Publicity Joe Favorito, 2020-02-26 Effective
communications are essential for all sport organizations. In this fully revised and updated third
edition of his ground-breaking guide to communications in sports, Joe Favorito introduces the skills,
knowledge and techniques needed to become a successful communicator. Favorito outlines the
history of sports communications, explores the most important professional themes, topics and
issues, and highlights exciting opportunities for future development. With a strong emphasis on
professional practice and the day-to-day realities of working in sports and entertainment, the book
covers all the core functional areas such as: · Digital and social media strategy · Crisis management ·
Creative writing · The value of audio storytelling · The role of communications in business. This new
edition includes more international cases and data, interviews, best practices, and expanded
coverage of social media, gaming, eSports and technological developments in communications;
discussion of key contemporary issues such as multicultural media relations and ‘athletes as brands’;
and an emphasis on the importance of strategic planning. No other book offers such a valuable
insider’s view of the sports communications industry or the importance of PR and media relations in
building successful sports organizations. Sports Publicity: A Practical Approach is essential reading
for all students working in sport business, marketing or communications, and any PR practitioner
looking to improve their professional skills. The author maintains a podcast of updated best
practices, The CUSP Show, which is widely available, as well as a blog of best practices at
joefavorito.com. Both of these resources make the perfect companion to this book.
  colts general manager history: The League That Didn't Exist Gary Webster, 2018-11-23 The
All-American Football Conference was the only challenger to the NFL (except for the American
Football League of the 1960s) to survive more than two seasons in competition with the established
league. It ultimately failed to achieve its goal of a peaceful coexistence with the NFL and folded in
1949. Its Cleveland Browns and San Francisco 49ers, which were absorbed by the NFL in 1950, are
still in business. This book takes a brief look at all of the NFL's challengers (and would-be
challengers) from 1926 to 1945. It looks particularly at the All-American Conference, which
overcame obstacles that proved too difficult for others and opened the 1946 season with teams on
the East Coast, in the Midwest, on the West Coast, and in the deep South, making it a truly
All-American enterprise. Each season and off-season is examined in detail.
  colts general manager history: The Everything Kids' Football Book Greg Jacobs,
2010-06-18 Do You Know: What team has won the most Super Bowls? What a screen pass is--or a
zone blitz? Who is the only defensive player ever to win the Heisman Trophy? Score a touchdown
with these game-winning fun facts, strategies, and puzzles! Completely revised and updated, this
guide answers these questions and more! Filled with the latest stats, tackle-worthy trivia, and 30 fun
puzzles, this pass-rushing book shows you how to: Set up defensive and offensive plays like a pro
Master the rules of tackle football Keep tabs on your favorite players’ stats Predict what teams will
play in the Super Bowl Understand and map out on-field strategies Start a fantasy league with your
friends STATS reporter Greg Jacobs gives you all you need to know about your favorite sport--so you
can gain those first downs like a pro!
  colts general manager history: The Baltimore Stallions Ron Snyder, 2020-03-25 Baltimore is
home to some of the greatest football players ever to step onto the gridiron. From the Colts' Johnny
Unitas to the Ravens' Ray Lewis, Charm City has been blessed with multiple championship teams
and plenty of Hall of Fame players. Between the Colts and Ravens, a brief but significant chapter of
Baltimore football history was written--the Stallions. Formed in 1994, they posted the most
successful single season in the history of the Canadian Football League, when in 1995 they became
the only U.S. team to win the Grey Cup. By 1996 the Stallions were gone, undermined by the arrival
of the Ravens and the overall failure of the CFL's U.S. expansion efforts. Drawing on original
interviews with players, coaches, journalists and fans, this book recalls how the Stallions both
captured the imagination and broke the hearts of Baltimore football fans in just 24 months.
  colts general manager history: Corruption and Scandal in American Sports Jimmy
Sanderson, 2023-08-24 Scandals about cheating and corruption have dogged amateur and



professional sports in the United States since the nation's earliest days. This work examines the
most infamous and consequential of these controversies and scandals both on and off the field.
Authoritative Individual essays tackle notorious events in popular American sports ranging from the
1919 Black Sox scandal to revelations of sign stealing by the Houston Astros throughout their 2020
championship season, with stops in between to survey horrific sex abuse scandals at Penn State,
Baylor, and Michigan State; steroid and drug scandals that brought down once-admired athletes like
Mark McGwire and Lance Armstrong; and cheating/betting controversies that tainted individual
players (Pete Rose), teams (Boston College, New England Patriots), and entire leagues (including the
Little League World Series in 2001). But this work does more than just recount these events; it will
also examine the cultural and economic pressures and forces that contributed to these events, as
well as the lessons learned and steps taken (if any) to enact reform and help the sport recover.
  colts general manager history: New England Patriots Christopher Price, 2010-09-03
Released in conjunction with the franchise’s 50th anniversary, this fully illustrated history of the
New England Patriots celebrates the team from its origins in 1960 through its dynastic success in
the new millenium. The book highlights the great players, coaches, teams, and moments that have
made the Patriots one of the most successful franchises in NFL history. With chapters organized by
era and articles profiling the top players and characters, New England Patriots: The Complete
Illustrated History explores every aspect of Patriots history and traditions. Includes stats and some
200 photos.
  colts general manager history: New England Patriots New & Updated Edition Christopher
Price, 2013-08-15 DIVSince the dawn of the millennium, no football team has enjoyed greater
success than the New England Patriots, with 12 straight winning seasons, 10 playoff appearances, 5
Super Bowl trips, and 3 championship titles. Under coach Bill Belichick, the Patriots and
quarterback Tom Brady have been a dominant force on the gridiron, a veritable dynasty in an era of
NFL parity. But the history of this team, beginning long before the arrival of Belichick and Brady,
includes more than 50 years of memorable games, all-star characters, and plenty of winning and
losing moments./divDIV/divDIVRevised and updated to include the most recent NFL seasons, New
England Patriots: The Complete Illustrated History immerses fans in the history of this beloved
franchise through fascinating stories and hundreds of images. Award-winning sportswriter
Christopher Price explores every era of Patriots football and introducesâ€”or
reintroducesâ€”readers to all the teamâ€™s legendary players: from Gino Cappelletti and Babe
Parelli in the early years to John Hannah and Mike Haynes in the 1970s; the surprise Super Bowl
squad of Steve Grogan, Stanley Morgan, and Andre Tippett; the 1990s resurgence under coach Bill
Parcells with Pro Bowlers Bruce Armstrong and Ben Coates; and up through the recent heroes like
Wes Welker, Troy Brown, Mike Vrabel, Tedy Bruschi, Ty Law, and Brady./divDIV/divDIVFeaturing
tons of glorious photos of these and many other Patriot icons, images of memorabilia spanning the
teamâ€™s entire history, and an appendix of individual stats and team records, New England
Patriots: The Complete Illustrated History is the ultimate celebration of an incomparable football
franchise./div
  colts general manager history: American Sports [4 volumes] Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23
America loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout
American society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of
the nation. This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and
how sport pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early
1900s to the present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both
historical and contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical
encyclopedias on sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as
poetry, novels, music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and
people. While this encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse
aspects of sport in American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the
detailed nature of the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and



American culture. Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further
investigation of the topic.
  colts general manager history: Historical Dictionary of Football John Grasso, 2013-06-13
Gridiron football or American football or just plain football is the most popular sport in the United
States in the 21st century. Although attempts have been made to develop the sport outside North
America, it is still predominantly a North American sport with similar games (but significant rules
differences) played in the United States and Canada. The Historical Dictionary of Football covers the
history of American football through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced entries on both
amateur (collegiate) and professional players, coaches, teams and executives from all eras. This
book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about
the sport of football.
  colts general manager history: The History of Professional Football Harold Claassen, 1963
  colts general manager history: More than a Game Brian Billick, Michael MacCambridge,
2009-09-08 Today's National Football League is more successful, more exciting, and more popular
than ever. But the game in the twenty-first century is also ruled by a constant quest for more money.
Super Bowl-winning head coach Brian Billick's More Than a Game examines how the relentless
competition off the field affects the game on the field, and what it means for the future of America's
most popular sport. One of the NFL's most successful leaders, Billick coached the Baltimore Ravens
from 1999 to 2007, leading his team to victory in Super Bowl XXXV in 2001. With nearly two
decades in the league, and now a Fox game analyst and NFL Network contributor, Billick has
experienced the league's enormous pressure to win as well as seen what happens to those who don't.
Following the 2007 season, he took a step back from the coaching life and decided to spend a season
examining the game he loved so much from other perspectives. Collaborating with Michael
MacCambridge (whose book America's Game is regarded as the definitive modern history of the
NFL), he delved into the NFL from every possible angle, spending time with people at every level of
the game. More Than a Game explains how the spectacle that dominates fall weekends in America
works, and why it has served all of football's interest groups -- owners players, and fans alike -- so
well over the years. We get a glimpse of the changing profile and increased influence of the league's
owners. We come to better understand the pressure that players are under to perform for their team
and for themselves and their future contracts. We see the challenge facing NFL commissioner Roger
Goodell, who must balance the concerns of owners, players, sponsors, the league's television
network partners, and the fans, whose devotion and dollars make the entire enterprise possible.
Along the way, we see how the financial forces are exerting themselves on every level, working their
way into the essence of the game itself. Billick takes the measure of new offensive and defensive
strategies, explains refined scouting and team-building methods, and focuses on the elusive quest
for the franchise quarterback that can make or break careers. Packed with the privileged knowledge
that comes from a true NFL insider, More Than a Game is more than a look inside the complex
system that is pro football. It's an attempt to understand why the game is so compelling, and what it
will take to keep it that way. Complete with important developments in the 2009 off-season, the book
stands as an absolute must-read for NFL fans.
  colts general manager history: Abner's Story Michael J. Bellito, 2019-08-26 Abner is one
hundred and nineteen years old. He is desperately trying to make his one hundred and twentieth
birthday so he can see his beloved Cubs win the World Series. It is the year 2020, and Abner is the
only living person to remember the last time the Cubs won the World Series. Matt and Jason are two
pre-freshman who have taken on a summer assignment: interview an older man. They dejectedly
move toward the senior home and their first meeting with Abner. Before summer is over, they will be
cheering with Abner for the re-born Cubs. Whether you’re a Cubs fan or not, you’ll enjoy this story:
Abner’s Story “…packed with significant and accurate statistics that enrich the characters and
enhance the storyline. A true joy to read – an intriguing page-turner.” – Emil Misichko, fellow Cub
fan “…Told with care, humor, and a staggering number of historical facts about the Chicago Cubs,



this book is one that is at once a pleasure to read…surely a novel that will find its way into the
hearts of faithful Cubs fans and the sane alike.” – Stephen Becker
  colts general manager history: 100 Things Colts Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Phillip B. Wilson, 2013-10-01 Revealing the most critical moments and important facts about Colts
football, 100 Things Colts Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die discusses past and present
players, coaches, and teams through the years. Throughout the pages, readers will find pep talks,
records, and Indianapolis NFL lore to test their knowledge, including details on the team’s 2012
season that encompassed a return to the playoffs, quarterback Andrew Luck’s success, and head
coach Chuck Pagano’s battle with leukemia; highlights of Manning’s record-setting career in
Indianapolis; and profiles of unforgettable Colts personalities such as Ted Marchibroda, Bill Polian,
and Bob Lamey. Die-hard fans from the early days of Eric Dickerson and Jim Harbaugh as well as
new supporters will cherish this book of everything Colts fans should know, see, and do in their
lifetime.
  colts general manager history: The NFL's Greatest Day Brad Schultz, 2019-08-16 A tight,
dramatic NFL playoff game is exciting on its own, but two of the most dramatic in the same
afternoon might result in the most compelling day in football history. This book is the first to capture
the excitement and tension of December 23, 1972, when Pittsburgh played Oakland and Dallas met
San Francisco in a pair of first-round playoff games that captivated millions. One game saw Dallas
rally from three scores down in the fourth quarter, while the other featured the most famous ending
in league history--the Immaculate Reception. This book details both high-stakes games as well as the
historic season that led each team to the 1972 playoffs. Also covered are the men behind the
miracles--some captured the moment to become heroes and legends, while others let success slip
through their grasp. Two games, one afternoon, countless memories.
  colts general manager history: The NFL's Pivotal Years Brad Schultz, 2021-05-12 Recent
years have been among the most challenging in NFL history, culminating in the 2020-21 coronavirus
and social justice issues. Yet a complete understanding of where the NFL is today begins with a
five-year period that was the most transformative for the league. From 1957 to 1962, the NFL saw:
the advent of unionization, with a landmark Supreme Court decision; the legendary 1958 title game,
the first to go into sudden death overtime; a challenge from the American Football League that
would have important consequences for decades; the introduction of computerization and statistical
analysis; the first steps towards globalization; and the hiring of legends Vince Lombardi and Tom
Landry, who both contributed to the league's growing mythology. This book describes in detail the
key events that helped shape the modern NFL, and why this period was so momentous to the league
and its fans.
  colts general manager history: George Allen Michael Richman, 2023 The biography of George
Allen, one of the greatest and most memorable coaches in NFL history and a member of the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.
  colts general manager history: The NFL's Official Encyclopedic History of Professional
Football National Football League Properties, inc. Creative Services Division, 1977
  colts general manager history: 12 Casey Sherman, Dave Wedge, 2018-07-31 The thrilling
behind-the-scenes account of how the NFL's most sensational scandal culminated in sports history's
greatest comeback, featuring dozens of exclusive interviews with Patriots players -- including Tom
Brady himself. In January 2015, rumors circulated that the New England Patriots -- a team long
suspected of abiding by the if you ain't cheating you ain't trying philosophy -- had used
under-inflated footballs in their playoff victory against the Indianapolis Colts. As evidence began to
build, however, a full on NFL investigation was launched, exploding an unsubstantiated rumor into
an intense scandal that would lead news coverage for weeks. As shockwaves rippled throughout the
NFL system, the very legitimacy of one of the league's most popular teams and their star
quarterback began to erode, even as the Patriots and Brady went on to win that year's Super Bowl.
But as the celebrations gave way to the offseason, the investigation only intensified, reopening old
wounds between the Patriots' powerful owner, Robert Kraft, and the NFL commissioner, Roger



Goodell. Brady was devastated and seemingly more nervous in front of a judge that on a
game-winning drive. When the dust settled, Brady would be able to play again - but only after
watching the first four games of the 2016 season from his couch. The pressure couldn't have been
more intense: Brady's legacy was at stake. If he failed to return to his usual self, all the critics and
even the history books would have to put a giant asterisk next to his name, signifying one thing: he
was a cheater. 12 is the propulsive story of this gritty comeback. It's a drama that unfolds in the
locker room, the court room, and under the brightest lights in all of sports -- the Super Bowl. Now
for the first time, readers will have an exclusive look into Tom Brady's experience and the NFL's
shocking strangle-hold on their players. With unprecedented access to Brady himself, his
teammates, and his lawyers, we will see just how a football legend went up against one of the largest
corporations in the world to stage the greatest comeback in NFL history and emerge a god of the
gridiron.
  colts general manager history: Heritage Sports Auction Signature Catalog #705 Ivy
Press, 2006-09
  colts general manager history: Cubs Triviology Christopher Walsh, 2016-06-01 Interspersing
exciting history and fun quizzes, this trivia book ranges from basic questions to challenges that will
teach even the most die-hard fans a thing or two about Cubs baseball. The facts presented are
grouped into categories that include positions, the early years, and championship teams.
Entertaining and educational, the book is ideal for both solitary instruction and group game play.
  colts general manager history: Pop Goes the Decade Thomas Harrison, 2017-08-24 This
fascinating overview of popular culture in the 1980s describes the decade of excess that resulted
from the social, political, and economic conditions of the time, documenting why so many milestones
in entertainment, arts, and technology occurred the 80s. Popular culture in the United States in the
1980s—as reflected in film, television, music, technology, and art—serves to illustrate the general
feeling of American citizens during this decade that the sky was the limit, and the only thing better
than big was bigger. This title provides readers with an engaging, in-depth study of the 1980s and
supplies the larger historical and social context of popular culture in an era when the extraordinary
seemed normal and all the rules were being rewritten. The book's wide scope includes the concepts,
fashions, foods, sports, television, movies, and music that became popular in the 1980s. Readers will
see how specific elements of the decade, such as visual art and architecture, reflect the sense of
change in the 1980s, often through excessive displays of expression that helped further movements
into the avant-garde. The technological advances, entertainment developments, and game changers
that were essential to establishing the popular culture of the decade are highlighted, as is the trend
of how personal expression in the 80s began to penetrate a wider segment of American culture,
spanning across all ages. The book also calls attention to the standout events and individuals who
influenced society in the 1980s, with emphasis on the figures who intentionally used pop culture as
an avenue for change as well as the influences from the 1980s that are still felt today.
  colts general manager history: Dan Rooney Dan Rooney, 2008-09-02 Legendary chairman of
the five-time Super Bowl champion Pittsburgh Steelers, Dan Rooney, tells his life story for the first
time. From growing up on Pittsburgh's notorious North Side, to vying with Johnny Unitas for top
high school quarterback honors in Western Pennsylvania, from learning how to run a major sports
franchise from his father, Art Rooney (“the Chief”), to helping shape the modern NFL, Rooney serves
up a fascinating account of personal and professional achievement. He also discusses his
relationships with players, coaches, NFL commissioners, his beloved family, and the devoted fans
known as “Steelers Nation.” Whether advocating hiring more minority head coaches through
creation of the Rooney Rule or helping pave the way for the merger of the AFL and NFL, Rooney
reveals the dynamics that have made him such a respected force in pro football.
  colts general manager history: All Things Being Equal Lenny Moore, 2006 In his complete
autobiography, All Things Being Equal, Hall of Fame running back Lenny Moore shares his entire
story. Moore recounts many fascinating life experiences, beginning with his upbringing in a
blue-collar family of ten in Reading, Pennsylvania. He explores his standout, yet challenging time in



Happy Valley playing for an already legendary coach in Penn State's Rip Engle, and one in
training-Joe Paterno. He also delves into his professional football career with the Baltimore Colts
that saw him reach new heights as the MVP of the NFL in 1964. Throughout his amateur and
professional career, Moore's toughest competitor was often racism, which battled Moore tooth for
tooth. But, as Moore would learn, life would pose other significant battles once his spikes were hung
up.Other immortals who played with him-like Johnny Unitas, Gino Marchetti, and Raymond
Berry-would easily transition into life after football. Some became businessmen; others carved a new
career path as coaches or general managers-but not Moore. In great detail, he describes his
difficulties in shifting from having fame and notoriety to not being able to find employment in the
town in which he was once celebrated.But Moore eventually found his calling, working with troubled
Maryland juveniles, and establishing the Leslie Moore Scholarship Foundation benefiting
underprivileged youths. Today, he also works toward finding a cure for scleroderma, after his son
passed away from the disease in 2001.Ultimately, All Things Being Equal is the touching journey of
one man's self-discovery that, unfortunately, all things are seldom equal.
  colts general manager history: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the
Present: O-T Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from O to T that explores
significant events, major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in
African-American history from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.
  colts general manager history: From Colts to Ravens John Steadman, 1997 Step into the
locker rooms, the playing fields, and the owners' offices with sportswriter John F. Steadman as he
relates the fascinating tale of football in Baltimore. In scores of animated first-person accounts, the
author tells it like it was: from the organization of the Colts in 1947, through the sale of the team to
Bob Irsay in 1972, to the infamous trip out of the town under the cover of darkness in 1984, and
finally the acquisition of a new Baltimore team, the Ravens, in 1996. Included in the telling are the
player heroes--Unitas, Donovan, Moore, Berry, and others--as well as the coaches, general
managers, and owners. Among the cast of characters were con men, real scoundrels, and not a few
bizarre figures. Some had good intentions; others were inept; still others were devious. The story is
spiced with pungent comments from a man who was there--first as a fan watching the inaugural
game in 1947 and later as a professional reporting the championship moments, the demise in 1984,
and the ensuing struggle to return to the league.
  colts general manager history: Indianapolis Monthly , 2001-09 Indianapolis Monthly is the
Circle City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on what’s new and what’s
news. Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and arts and
entertainment, each issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of Indy’s
cultural landscape.
  colts general manager history: Present at the Creation Upton Bell, Ron Borges, 2017-11 To
understand how the NFL became the sports phenomenon it is today, you can study its history or you
can live its history as an active participant. Upton Bell grew up at the knee of the NFL's first great
commissioner, his father, the legendary Bert Bell, who not only saved the game from financial ruin
after World War II but was one of its greatest innovators. Coining the phrase On any given Sunday,
Bert invented the pro football draft and proposed sudden death rules. Present at the Creation details
Bell's firsthand experiences, which started as he watched his father draw up the league schedule
each year at the kitchen table using dominoes. There he learned the importance of parity, which is a
hallmark of the league's success, and also how to create it. Over the past fifty-three years, Bell has
been an owner, a general manager, a personnel executive, a scouting director for two Super Bowl
teams, a television commentator and analyst, and a talk-radio host. He has seen the NFL from the
inside and has experienced many of the most important moments in NFL history. Bell was player
personnel director for the Baltimore Colts when the team played in three championship games and
appeared in two Super Bowls (1968 and 1970). At thirty-three, he became the youngest general
manager in NFL history when he joined the Patriots in that role in 1971. He left the NFL in 1974 to
compete against it, joining the upstart World Football League as owner of the Charlotte Hornets,



which lasted just two years. In 1976 Bell began his forty‑year career as a radio and TV talk-show
host, yet he remains a football guy who was in the middle of the game's most significant moments
and knows that half the story has never been told, until now.
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