
Funny Retirement Speeches

Funny Retirement Speeches: Making Your Farewell
Unforgettable (and Hilarious!)

Retirement. It's a milestone, a celebration, a bittersweet farewell to the daily grind. But let's face it,
the traditional retirement speech can be… well, a bit dry. This post is your antidote to the snooze-
inducing farewell. We're diving deep into the world of funny retirement speeches, providing you with
tips, tricks, and even sample jokes to ensure your final hurrah is memorable and genuinely hilarious.
Get ready to leave your colleagues in stitches as you embark on your next adventure!

H2: Finding the Humor in Your Retirement Journey

The key to a killer funny retirement speech lies in embracing the absurdity of it all. Think about your
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career journey: the quirky colleagues, the unforgettable projects (both good and bad!), the hilarious
mishaps, and the moments that only you and your team will ever truly understand. These are the
goldmines of comedic material.

#### H3: Self-Deprecating Humor: Your Secret Weapon

Don't be afraid to poke fun at yourself. Humility is endearing, and a little self-deprecating humor can
disarm the audience and set a lighthearted tone. Did you accidentally send that email to the entire
company? Did you once wear mismatched shoes to a client meeting? Embrace those moments!
They're perfect fodder for a laugh.

#### H3: The Power of Anecdotes: Show, Don't Tell

Instead of simply stating "I had a challenging time with the new software," weave a short, engaging
anecdote about your struggles. Details make the story, and relatable details will resonate with your
audience. Remember to keep it concise; short, punchy anecdotes are more effective than long,
rambling stories.

H2: Crafting the Perfect Structure for a Hilarious Speech

A well-structured speech, even a funny one, is crucial. Avoid rambling. Start with a strong opening
that grabs attention, build to a climax of jokes and anecdotes, and end with a heartfelt (but still
slightly humorous) thank you and well wishes.

#### H3: The Opening Hook: Grab Their Attention!

Start with a bang! A surprising statement, a funny self-deprecating line, or even a relevant joke
related to retirement can instantly engage your audience. Think outside the box; avoid the cliché "I
never thought I'd see this day…"

#### H3: The Body: A Carefully Curated Mix

Balance your humor with genuine sentiment. Intersperse your jokes and anecdotes with sincere
expressions of gratitude to your colleagues, mentors, and the company itself. This prevents your
speech from being purely comedic and allows for a more meaningful farewell.

#### H3: The Closing: A Memorable Farewell

End on a positive, uplifting note. Thank everyone involved in your journey, express your excitement
for the future, and leave your audience with a lasting positive impression. A well-placed,
lighthearted final joke can be a perfect touch.



H2: Sample Jokes and One-Liners for Your Retirement Speech

Need some inspiration? Here are a few ideas to get you started:

"Retirement: Finally, I can spend my days doing absolutely nothing... except maybe finding new
ways to procrastinate."
"I'm not retiring, I'm upgrading to 'professional napper.'"
"They say retirement is the second chapter of your life. I'm hoping mine has fewer deadlines and
more naps."
"I've spent years telling people what to do. Now, I'm looking forward to telling myself what to do...
and mostly ignoring myself."

Remember to tailor the jokes to your personal experiences and your audience. What might be
hilarious to one group could fall flat with another.

H2: Delivering Your Speech with Confidence and Flair

Your delivery is as important as the content. Practice your speech beforehand! This will help you feel
confident, comfortable, and will allow you to perfect your timing and delivery of your jokes. Use
appropriate body language, make eye contact, and project your voice. Remember to smile and have
fun!

Conclusion:

Crafting a funny retirement speech is about celebrating your career while sharing laughs with the
people who made it so memorable. By following these tips and injecting your own unique personality
and experiences, you can deliver a truly unforgettable farewell – one that will leave your audience
both laughing and touched. So go forth, and make your retirement speech a legendary one!

FAQs:

Q1: How long should a funny retirement speech be?

A1: Aim for 5-10 minutes. Keep it concise and focused to avoid losing your audience's attention.



Q2: What if I'm not naturally funny?

A2: Don't worry! Preparation is key. Write down your jokes and anecdotes, practice your delivery,
and focus on telling engaging stories. Authenticity is more important than stand-up-comedy-level
skill.

Q3: Can I use props in my speech?

A3: Absolutely! A well-chosen prop can add an extra layer of humor. Just make sure it's relevant and
doesn't distract from your message.

Q4: Should I involve colleagues in my jokes?

A4: Yes, but be mindful and respectful. Choose anecdotes that celebrate your shared experiences
and avoid anything potentially embarrassing or offensive.

Q5: What if I get nervous?

A5: Remember to breathe! Take a moment to center yourself before you begin. Connect with your
audience, and remember that they're there to celebrate with you. Embrace the moment and have
fun!

  funny retirement speeches: Speaking My Mind Ronald Reagan, 2004-08 The most important
speeches of America's Great Communicator: Here, in his own words, is the record of Ronald
Reagan's remarkable political career and historic eight-year presidency.
  funny retirement speeches: It's a Magical World Bill Watterson, 1996-09 A Calvin and Hobbes
collection.
  funny retirement speeches: The Last Lecture Randy Pausch, Jeffrey Zaslow, 2010 The
author, a computer science professor diagnosed with terminal cancer, explores his life, the lessons
that he has learned, how he has worked to achieve his childhood dreams, and the effect of his
diagnosis on him and his family.
  funny retirement speeches: I Know This Much Is True Wally Lamb, 1998-06-03 With his
stunning debut novel, She's Come Undone, Wally Lamb won the adulation of critics and readers with
his mesmerizing tale of one woman's painful yet triumphant journey of self-discovery. Now, this
brilliantly talented writer returns with I Know This Much Is True, a heartbreaking and poignant
multigenerational saga of the reproductive bonds of destruction and the powerful force of
forgiveness. A masterpiece that breathtakingly tells a story of alienation and connection, power and
abuse, devastation and renewal--this novel is a contemporary retelling of an ancient Hindu myth. A
proud king must confront his demons to achieve salvation. Change yourself, the myth instructs, and
you will inhabit a renovated world. When you're the same brother of a schizophrenic identical twin,
the tricky thing about saving yourself is the blood it leaves on your bands--the little inconvenience of
the look-alike corpse at your feet. And if you're into both survival of the fittest and being your
brother's keeper--if you've promised your dying mother--then say so long to sleep and hello to the
middle of the night. Grab a book or a beer. Get used to Letterman's gap-toothed smile of the absurd,
or the view of the bedroom ceiling, or the influence of random selection. Take it from a godless
insomniac. Take it from the uncrazy twin--the guy who beat the biochemical rap. Dominick Birdsey's
entire life has been compromised and constricted by anger and fear, by the paranoid schizophrenic
twin brother he both deeply loves and resents, and by the past they shared with their adoptive
father, Ray, a spit-and-polish ex-Navy man (the five-foot-six-inch sleeping giant who snoozed upstairs
weekdays in the spare room and built submarines at night), and their long-suffering mother,



Concettina, a timid woman with a harelip that made her shy and self-conscious: She holds a loose
fist to her face to cover her defective mouth--her perpetual apology to the world for a birth defect
over which she'd had no control. Born in the waning moments of 1949 and the opening minutes of
1950, the twins are physical mirror images who grow into separate yet connected entities: the
seemingly strong and protective yet fearful Dominick, his mother's watchful monkey; and the
seemingly weak and sweet yet noble Thomas, his mother's gentle bunny. From childhood, Dominick
fights for both separation and wholeness--and ultimately self-protection--in a house of fear
dominated by Ray, a bully who abuses his power over these stepsons whose biological father is a
mystery. I was still afraid of his anger but saw how he punished weakness--pounced on it. Out of
self-preservation I hid my fear, Dominick confesses. As for Thomas, he just never knew how to play
defense. He just didn't get it. But Dominick's talent for survival comes at an enormous cost,
including the breakup of his marriage to the warm, beautiful Dessa, whom he still loves. And it will
be put to the ultimate test when Thomas, a Bible-spouting zealot, commits an unthinkable act that
threatens the tenuous balance of both his and Dominick's lives. To save himself, Dominick must
confront not only the pain of his past but the dark secrets he has locked deep within himself, and the
sins of his ancestors--a quest that will lead him beyond the confines of his blue-collar New England
town to the volcanic foothills of Sicily 's Mount Etna, where his ambitious and vengefully proud
grandfather and a namesake Domenico Tempesta, the sostegno del famiglia, was born. Each of the
stories Ma told us about Papa reinforced the message that he was the boss, that he ruled the roost,
that what he said went. Searching for answers, Dominick turns to the whispers of the dead, to the
pages of his grandfather's handwritten memoir, The History of Domenico Onofrio Tempesta, a Great
Man from Humble Beginnings. Rendered with touches of magic realism, Domenico's fablelike tale--in
which monkeys enchant and religious statues weep--becomes the old man's confession--an unwitting
legacy of contrition that reveals the truth's of Domenico's life, Dominick learns that power, wrongly
used, defeats the oppressor as well as the oppressed, and now, picking through the humble shards of
his deconstructed life, he will search for the courage and love to forgive, to expiate his and his
ancestors' transgressions, and finally to rebuild himself beyond the haunted shadow of his twin. Set
against the vivid panoply of twentieth-century America and filled with richly drawn, memorable
characters, this deeply moving and thoroughly satisfying novel brings to light humanity's deepest
needs and fears, our aloneness, our desire for love and acceptance, our struggle to survive at all
costs. Joyous, mystical, and exquisitely written, I Know This Much Is True is an extraordinary
reading experience that will leave no reader untouched.
  funny retirement speeches: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Podium Herbert
Victor Prochnow, 1998 [Prochnow] . . . wrote the book on public speaking. --The Chicago Rotary
Club A wonderful collection! This is must reading for all who give speeches. --James W. Robinson,
author of Better Speeches in 10 Simple Steps A veritable treasure chest--all in one volume.
--American Banker Add sparkle to your speeches and introductions. Enliven your conversations with
humor and memorable facts so that important ideas will not be forgotten. With more than 2,000
epigrams, literary quotations, anecdotes from biographies, humorous stories, inspiring illustrations,
and interesting facts, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Podium is the essential reference
you need to present your ideas colorfully and effectively. Inside you'll find: - 500 humorous stories -
500 epigrams and quips - 160 unusual quotations from world leaders through the ages - 292
humorous definitions - 100 stories and comments from unusual lives - 190 statements on important
subjects by great thinkers - 209 wise and witty proverbs - and so much more! A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Podium is great for any occasion and makes for enjoyable browsing too!
  funny retirement speeches: Bare Feet to High Heels Jane Jenkins Herlong, 2015-02-03
Laugh with SiriusXM Southern Humorist, Jane Jenkins Herlong as she journeys from the rows of her
father's tomato field to the runway of the Miss America Pageant and beyond. Step into her hilarious
world of big hair, plumped lips, and fashion-covered cat fights. Behind the curtain and beneath the
laughter is a poignant message; back stage wisdom is more than skin deep.Jane is an award-winning
author of five books and member of the Speaker Hall of Fame. (TM) She travels the country sharing



her sweet tea wisdom and Southern fried humor.Jane Jenkins Herlong's blend of Southern humor
and folksy wisdom is just priceless. She deserves to be right up there with Anita Renfroe and Chonda
Pierce-in some ways, she's even better. The more suburban and bland our culture gets, the more
precious genuine Southern culture like this becomes. Simon & Shuster Visit Jane's Website:
www.janeherlong.comMy favorite part of Jane's book is when she said that you can't run with the big
dogs sittin' on the porch. Sunney-Faye Hightower, Miss Coonhunt USAPaint on the face will not
create beauty but the right foundation will. This book will stick with you longer than a big helpin' of
grits!
  funny retirement speeches: Make Your Bed Admiral William H. McRaven, 2017-04-04 Based
on a Navy SEAL's inspiring graduation speech, this #1 New York Times bestseller of powerful life
lessons should be read by every leader in America (Wall Street Journal). If you want to change the
world, start off by making your bed. On May 17, 2014, Admiral William H. McRaven addressed the
graduating class of the University of Texas at Austin on their Commencement day. Taking inspiration
from the university's slogan, What starts here changes the world, he shared the ten principles he
learned during Navy Seal training that helped him overcome challenges not only in his training and
long Naval career, but also throughout his life; and he explained how anyone can use these basic
lessons to change themselves-and the world-for the better. Admiral McRaven's original speech went
viral with over 10 million views. Building on the core tenets laid out in his speech, McRaven now
recounts tales from his own life and from those of people he encountered during his military service
who dealt with hardship and made tough decisions with determination, compassion, honor, and
courage. Told with great humility and optimism, this timeless book provides simple wisdom,
practical advice, and words of encouragement that will inspire readers to achieve more, even in life's
darkest moments. Powerful. --USA Today Full of captivating personal anecdotes from inside the
national security vault. --Washington Post Superb, smart, and succinct. --Forbes
  funny retirement speeches: Social Security 101 Alfred Mill, 2016-10-01 Learn about Social
Security and plan for your future with the help of this comprehensive and accessible guide to
everything you need to know about Social Security. Understanding Social Security can be
overwhelming at times and dense government websites don’t help. Fortunately, Social Security 101
can help with easy-to-understand explanations and lessons that keep you engaged as you learn all
you need to know about the federal program that’s been around since the Great Depression. Social
Security 101 will give you the most up-to-date information on this government program, such as:
-Getting a Social Security card -Applying for benefits -Estimating your benefits -Disability benefits
-Medicare -401(k) plans for young adults Use this guide to plan for the future so that you’ll be
comfortable in retirement. With the knowledge gained from this book, you’ll feel more secure in your
future. Whether you want to learn about calculating your retirement age or estimating your
projected payments, Social Security 101 has all the answers—even the ones you didn't know you
were looking for.
  funny retirement speeches: The Art of Doing Science and Engineering Richard W. Hamming ,
2020-05-26 A groundbreaking treatise by one of the great mathematicians of our time, who argues
that highly effective thinking can be learned. What spurs on and inspires a great idea? Can we train
ourselves to think in a way that will enable world-changing understandings and insights to emerge?
Richard Hamming said we can, and first inspired a generation of engineers, scientists, and
researchers in 1986 with You and Your Research, an electrifying sermon on why some scientists do
great work, why most don't, why he did, and why you should, too. The Art of Doing Science and
Engineering is the full expression of what You and Your Research outlined. It's a book about
thinking; more specifically, a style of thinking by which great ideas are conceived. The book is filled
with stories of great people performing mighty deeds––but they are not meant to simply be admired.
Instead, they are to be aspired to, learned from, and surpassed. Hamming consistently returns to
Shannon’s information theory, Einstein’s relativity, Grace Hopper’s work on high-level
programming, Kaiser’s work on digital fillers, and his own error-correcting codes. He also recounts a
number of his spectacular failures as clear examples of what to avoid. Originally published in 1996



and adapted from a course that Hamming taught at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School, this edition
includes an all-new foreword by designer, engineer, and founder of Dynamicland Bret Victor, and
more than 70 redrawn graphs and charts. The Art of Doing Science and Engineering is a reminder
that a childlike capacity for learning and creativity are accessible to everyone. Hamming was as
much a teacher as a scientist, and having spent a lifetime forming and confirming a theory of great
people, he prepares the next generation for even greater greatness.
  funny retirement speeches: The Truth About Forever Sarah Dessen, 2008-05-01 On the
outside, Macy Queen is cool and calm. On the inside, she's breaking. Silently struggling with her
Dad's death, and spending the summer apart from her oh-so-perfect boyfriend, Macy is smiling her
way through - she's 'fine'. It's only when she meets a group of new friends - and artistic, sexy Wes
catches her eye - she realizes she can wear her heart on her sleeve sometimes. Because life doesn't
stop when someone disappears - and even though she's lost so much, can Macy see what she has to
gain? Hugely engaging and with great emotional depth, Sarah Dessen's rich, warm, atmospheric
writing makes this the perfect summer read for teenage girls.
  funny retirement speeches: The Life-Changing Magic of Not Giving a F*ck Sarah Knight,
2015-12-29 The genius national bestseller on the art of caring less and getting more -- from the
author of Calm the F*ck Down and F*ck No (Cosmopolitan). Are you stressed out, overbooked, and
underwhelmed by life? Fed up with pleasing everyone else before you please yourself? It's time to
stop giving a f*ck. This brilliant, hilarious, and practical parody of Marie Kondo's bestseller The
Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up explains how to rid yourself of unwanted obligations, shame, and
guilt -- and give your f*cks instead to people and things that make you happy. The easy-to-use,
two-step NotSorry Method for mental decluttering will help you unleash the power of not giving a
f*ck about: Family drama Having a bikini body Iceland Co-workers' opinions, pets, and children And
other bullsh*t! And it will free you to spend your time, energy, and money on the things that really
matter. So what are you waiting for? Stop giving a f*ck and start living your best life today! Discover
more of the magic of not giving a f*ck with The Life-Changing Magic of Not Giving a F*ck Journal.
  funny retirement speeches: A Journey, a Reckoning, and a Miracle K. J. Fraser, 2009 Set
in America after 2008, A Journey, a Reckoning and a Miracle follows the stories of Lucy, a seventeen
year old Rapture believer who travels on a pilgrimage to honor the dead but finds the living; George,
a former leader, who through suffering, finally acknowledges his tragic mistakes and begins
atonement; and Judith, a severely wounded Iraq War vet who recovers her identity, voice and sense
of humor with the help of her loved ones.
  funny retirement speeches: Feelers Brian M Wiprud, 2009-03-03 Morty Martinez is known in
the industry of estate liquidation as a feeler. If you were to look him up in the Brooklyn yellow pages,
he would be listed under home content removal, but his real job is looking for stashes of cash
crammed into tin cans that have been left out of wills, kept out of banks, and hidden away for
decades by the frugal elderly suspicious of ATMs and the IRS. When Morty hits upon the biggest
score of his life, over $800,000.00, he knows that news travels fast and he must operate quickly and
carefully to safeguard his booty, his life and his destiny as patrician of a seaside Mexican village. But
what he doesn't know is that there are others after the same buried treasure, including the recently
paroled prison assassin Danny Kessel.
  funny retirement speeches: Speeches on Special Occasions , 1839
  funny retirement speeches: Judith S. Kaye in Her Own Words Judith S. Kaye, 2019-06-01
An autobiography and selected writings by the former Chief Judge of New York’s highest court, the
Court of Appeals. In 1983, Judith S. Kaye (1938–2016) became the first woman appointed to the
Court of Appeals, New York’s highest court. Ten years later, she became the first woman to be
appointed chief judge of the court, and by the time she retired, in 2008, she was the longest-serving
chief judge in the court’s history. During her long career, she distinguished herself as a lawyer,
jurist, reformer, mentor, and colleague, as well as a wife and mother. Bringing together Kaye’s own
autobiography, completed shortly before her death, as well as selected judicial opinions, articles,
and speeches, Judith S. Kaye in Her Own Words makes clear why she left such an enduring mark



upon the court, the nation, and all who knew her. The first section of the book, Kaye’s memoir,
focuses primarily on her years on the Court of Appeals, the inner workings of the court, and the
challenges she faced, as chief judge, in managing a court system populated by hundreds of judges
and thousands of employees. The second section, a carefully chosen selection of her written opinions
(and occasional dissents), reveals how she guided the law in New York State for almost a quarter
century with uncommon vision and humanity. Her decisions cover every facet of New York and
federal law and have often been quoted and followed nationally. The final section of the book
includes selections from her numerous articles and speeches, which cover the field, from common
law jurisprudence to commercial law to constitutional analysis, all with an eye to the future and,
above all, how the law can best affect the everyday lives of people who come to court—willingly or
unwillingly—including, not least, those most in need of the law. BACK FLAP “Judith Kaye was one of
the most admired judges in the nation— and a wonderful, real, often funny person as well. This
collection captures the full range of the judge and the woman, and it serves as a great reminder of
her enduring legacy.” — Jeffrey Toobin “An extraordinary woman, jurist, and leader who had a
striking impact on the law and the administration of justice in New York State and beyond. This
collection is more than a simple record of a remarkable life. It is a treasure—not only for those of us
who knew and admired Judith but for all who may seek to understand and appreciate the profound
impact she had on the law, the legal profession, and the administration of justice.” — from the
Foreword by Honorable Janet DiFiore
  funny retirement speeches: Great Political Wit Bob Dole, 1999-09-17 Famous for his
delectably dry humor, Senator Bob Dole brings us the ultimate bipartisan book: some of his favorite
witticisms, hilarious remarks, and wry observations of the great political figures of this century. Bob
Dole's political career may not have taken him to the White House, but he did pick up some great
stories along the way. In this delightful collection, the longtime United States senator shares his
favorite anecdotes, witticisms, and reminiscences. From the campaign trail to the Oval Office, from
smoked-filled rooms to the chambers of the Capitol, Bob Dole surveys a century of political wit.
There are bon mots from Calvin Coolidge, Winston Churchill, Harry Truman, John F. Kennedy, and a
host of other political figures. Bob Dole introduces each section with mirthful moments from his own
experience, displaying the gift for wry humor that has made him such a favorite guest on late-night
talk shows. A jovial--and completely bipartisan--compendium, Great Political Wit is a connoisseur's
selection of political repartee at its best. Great Political Wit will have readers rolling on both sides of
the aisle. Bob Dole is recognized as one of the nation's most prominent political figures of the
twentieth century. Known for his effectiveness as a consensus builder in his thirty-five years in
Congress, Senator Dole was the longest-serving Republican leader in Senate history. He was also
chairman of the Republican National Committee, the 1976 Republican nominee for vice president,
and the 1996 Republican nominee for president. He is currently serving as the chairman of the
World War II Memorial campaign and as chairman of the International Commission on Missing
Persons in Bosnia. Wounded in World War II, Senator Dole was awarded two Purple Hearts and a
Bronze Star. He is married to Elizabeth Hanford Dole, president of the American Red Cross, and
lives in Washington, D.C.
  funny retirement speeches: Bury Me with My Pearls Jane Jenkins Herlong, 2013-11-07 Bury
Me with My Pearls is a real-life, roller-coaster ride of laughter, tears, and stomach-churning truths
written by a professional speaker, humorist, and singer, who as Miss South Carolina, represented
her state in the Miss America Pageant. Incorporating the analogy of pearls, this laugh-out-loud book
bravely addresses difficult issues many in her audiences encounter within changing roles,
self-actualization, and families.--Back cover
  funny retirement speeches: The Art of Procrastination John Perry, 2012-08-28 At last:
Self-help for procrastinators. (The secret: acceptance!) Filled with charm, tongue-in-cheek wit, and
the insights of a lifelong introspective dawdler, The Art of Procrastination is a philosophical self-help
program for every reader who suffers the pangs of being a procrastinator. John Perry celebrates this
nearly universal character flaw by pointing out how often procrastinators are, paradoxically, doers.



They may not be accomplishing everything on their to-do lists, but that doesn’t make them slackers.
It just indicates a need to rethink the to-do list. He also introduces the philosophical notion of
akrasia (the mystery of why we often choose to act against our better judgement), examines the
torturous relationship between procrastination and perfectionism, and shows how to give yourself
permission to do an imperfect but, in fact, perfectly good job. These are strategies—task triage,
horizontal organization. Underlying causes—right-parenthesis deficit disorder. Anecdotes and ideas.
But above all, an attitude of acceptance. Pat yourself on the back for what you manage to get
done—but don’t stop enjoying that time you waste, too. Who knows where daydreams will lead?
  funny retirement speeches: More Podium Humor James C. Humes, 1993 Examines the
anatomy of humor and gives tips for integrating humor into speeches.
  funny retirement speeches: Refire! Don't Retire Ken Blanchard, Morton Shaevitz, 2015-02-02
Bring a renewed sense of purpose to the next chapter of your life with the New York Times
bestselling author’s guide to thriving in retirement. Many people see their later years as a time to
endure rather than as an exciting opportunity. Yet research and common sense confirm that people
who embrace these years with energy and gusto consistently find them to be rich and rewarding. In
Refire! Don't Retire, Ken Blanchard and Morton Shaevitz offer inspiring insight and
thought-provoking questions to help people make the rest of their lives the best of their lives. In the
trademark Ken Blanchard style, the authors tell the compelling story of Larry and Janice Sparks,
who discover how to see each day as an opportunity to enhance their relationships, stimulate their
minds, revitalize their bodies, and grow spiritually. As they learn to be open to new experiences,
Larry and Janice rekindle passion in every area of their lives. Readers will find humor, practical
information, and profound wisdom in Refire! Don't Retire. Best of all, they will be inspired to make
all the years ahead truly worth living.
  funny retirement speeches: Shrub Molly Ivins, Lou Dubose, 2002-08-13 When it comes to
reporting on politics, nobody does it smarter or funnier than bestselling author Molly Ivins. In Shrub,
Ivins focuses her Texas-size smarts on the biggest politician in her home state: George Walker Bush,
or Shrub, as Ivins has nicknamed Bush the Younger. A candidate of vague speeches and an
ambiguous platform, Bush leads the pack of GOP 2000 presidential hopefuls; Dubya could very well
be our next president. What voters need now is an original, smart, and accessible analysis of
Bush--one that leaves the youthful indiscretions to the tabloids and gets to the heart of his policies
and motivations. Ivins is the perfect woman for the job. With her trademark wit and down-home
wisdom, Molly Ivins shares three pieces of advice on judging a politician: The first is to look at the
record. The second is to look at the record. And third, look at the record. In this book, Ivins takes a
good, hard look at the record of the man who could be the leader of the free world. Beginning with
his post-college military career, Ivins tracks Dubya's winding, sometimes unlikely path from a failed
congressional bid to a two-term governorship. Bush has made plenty of friends and supporters along
the way, including Texas oil barons, evangelist Billy Graham, and co-investors in the Texas Rangers
baseball team. You would have to work at it to dislike the man, she writes. But for all of Bush's
likeability, Ivins points to a disconcerting lack of political passion from this ascending presidential
candidate. In her words, If you think his daddy had trouble with 'the vision thing,' wait till you meet
this one. Witty, trenchant, and on target, Ivins gives a singularly perceptive and entertaining
analysis of George W. Bush. To head to the voting booth without it would be downright un-American.
From Shrub: The Short but Happy Political Life of George W. Bush The past is prologue in politics. If
a politician is left, right, weak, strong, given to the waffle or the flip-flop, or, as sometimes happens,
an able soul who performs well under pressure, all that will be in the record. ¸ Bush's welfare
record: Texas pols like to 'git tuff' on crime, welfare, commies, and other bad stuff. Bush proposed to
git tuff on welfare recipients by ending the allowance for each additional child--which in Texas is $38
a month. ¸ Bush and the Christian right: Bush has learned to dance with the Christian right. It has
been interesting and amusing to watch the process. Interesting because it's sometimes hard to tell
who's leading and who's following; amusing because when a scion of Old Yankee money gets
together with a televangelist with too much Elvis, the result is swell entertainment. ¸ Bush's



environmental record: Since Governor Bush's election, Texas air quality has been rated the worst in
the nation, leading all fifty states in overall toxic releases, recognized carcinogens in the air, cancer
risk, and ten other categories of pollutants. ¸ Bush's military career: Bush was promoted as the
Texas Air National Guard's anti-drug poster boy, one of life's little ironies given the difficulty he has
had answering cocaine questions all these years later. 'George Walker Bush is one member of the
younger generation who doesn't get his kicks from pot or hashish or speed,' reads a Guard press
release of 1970. 'Oh, he gets high, all right, but not from narcotics.'
  funny retirement speeches: Dave Hill Doesn't Live Here Anymore Dave Hill, 2016-05-10
With his signature matter-of-fact humor, comedian and musician Dave Hill explores his increasingly
close relationship with his recently widowed father in a series of painfully funny essays you will want
to read again and again by the fire, at the beach, in a truck stop men’s room, or just about anywhere.
It’s your call, really. These days, Dave has just the right amount of spare time to write books at
home, preferably in his underwear, but things weren’t always perfect. When he found himself
pushing thirty while still living with his parents in Cleveland, unsuited for anything but what an
“employment expert” vaguely called a career in “art, music, writing, or entertainment,” he decided
to visit some friends in New York for the weekend and never left. However, getting his life together
wasn’t as easy as he’d hoped, and even an illegally subletted, rent controlled fifth-floor walk-up
studio apartment with a (for the most part) working toilet wasn’t glamorous enough to erase the fact
that his four siblings were all married with steady jobs and actual human offspring. And in recent
years, Dave’s father had grown tired of loaning him cash and living alone in the empty family home,
neither of which made much sense to Dave, but whatever. Through the process of his father’s
eventual move to a retirement community, Dave and his dad bonded over the things in life that really
matter: scorching-hot rock jams, the gluten allergy craze, eighteen-wheelers, Italian food (pizza and
spaghetti), and whatever else could possibly be left after that. Meanwhile, Dave discovered his
late-blooming manhood via experiences as disparate and dangerous as a visit to a remote Mexican
prison, where he learned that people everywhere love the Eagles, and a martial arts class that
pushed his resolve and his groin to their limit. In Dave Hill Doesn’t Live Here Anymore, Hill’s voice
is sharp, carefree, laced with just the right amount of profanity, and he is—seemingly despite
himself—deeply empathetic as he portrays a difficult time in his family’s life and grows up just
enough to realize that maybe he and his dad aren’t so different after all.
  funny retirement speeches: How to Retire Happy, Wild, and Free Ernie John Zelinski,
2009-09-16 Retirement is the beginning of life, not the end.
  funny retirement speeches: Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, 1992
  funny retirement speeches: Debating in the World Schools Style Simon Quinn, 2009 Offers
students an overview of the world schools style of debating, with expert advice for every stage of the
process, including preparation, rebuttal, style, reply speeches, and points of information.
  funny retirement speeches: Funny Sort of Minister Dominique Demers, 2020-01-21 At a train
station on her way to meet her friends Marie and Leo to recover her pet rock, Madame Charlotte
accidentally picks up the Prime Minister's elephant-hide bag instead of her own. As it contains
important documents and the politician is due to make an important speech on children's education,
Miss Charlotte - hoping that she might get a ministerial job out of this - embarks on a quest to track
him down. Along the way, Miss Charlotte cannot help making speeches on behalf of the country's
leader and putting her own original twist on his boring children's policy, while attracting at the same
time the attentions of the media and the secret service.Also in the series: The New Teacher, The
Mysterious Librarian, The New Football Coach.
  funny retirement speeches: Leonard and Hungry Paul Ronan Hession, 2020-08-04 A
disarming novel that asks a simple question: Can gentle people change the world? In this charming
and truly unique debut, popular Irish musician Ronan Hession tells the story of two single,
thirty-something men who still live with their parents and who are . . . nice. They take care of their
parents and play board games together. They like to read. They take satisfaction from their work.
They are resolutely kind. And they realize that none of this is considered . . . normal. Leonard and



Hungry Paul is the story of two friends struggling to protect their understanding of what’s
meaningful in life. It is about the uncelebrated people of this world — the gentle, the meek, the
humble. And as they struggle to persevere, the book asks a surprisingly enthralling question: Is it
really them against the world, or are they on to something?
  funny retirement speeches: Ask a Manager Alison Green, 2018-05-01 'I'm a HUGE fan of
Alison Green's Ask a Manager column. This book is even better' Robert Sutton, author of The No
Asshole Rule and The Asshole Survival Guide 'Ask A Manager is the book I wish I'd had in my desk
drawer when I was starting out (or even, let's be honest, fifteen years in)' - Sarah Knight, New York
Times bestselling author of The Life-Changing Magic of Not Giving a F*ck A witty, practical guide to
navigating 200 difficult professional conversations Ten years as a workplace advice columnist has
taught Alison Green that people avoid awkward conversations in the office because they don't know
what to say. Thankfully, Alison does. In this incredibly helpful book, she takes on the tough
discussions you may need to have during your career. You'll learn what to say when: · colleagues
push their work on you - then take credit for it · you accidentally trash-talk someone in an email and
hit 'reply all' · you're being micromanaged - or not being managed at all · your boss seems unhappy
with your work · you got too drunk at the Christmas party With sharp, sage advice and candid letters
from real-life readers, Ask a Manager will help you successfully navigate the stormy seas of office
life.
  funny retirement speeches: The Complete Book of Zingers Croft M. Pentz, 1990 You could call
them one-sentence sermons or one-sentence solutions. Use them to spice up your speeches,
sermons, church bulletins--anywhere a quick word of wit or wisdom is needed.
  funny retirement speeches: American Elegy Jeffrey Simpson, 2000 This work is a portrait of
America, a way of life, and a familiy that are vanishing even while coming to life on the pages. The
author is the final descendent of pioneers who braved death to settle a dangerous frontier to found
the Western Pennsylvania town of Parnassus.
  funny retirement speeches: Anxious People Fredrik Backman, 2020-09-08 Instant #1 New
York Times Bestseller A People Book of the Week, Book of the Month Club selection, and Best of Fall
in Good Housekeeping, PopSugar, The Washington Post, New York Post, Shondaland, CNN, and
more! “[A] quirky, big-hearted novel…Wry, wise, and often laugh-out-loud funny, it’s a wholly
original story that delivers pure pleasure.” —People From the #1 New York Times bestselling author
of A Man Called Ove comes a charming, poignant novel about a crime that never took place, a
would-be bank robber who disappears into thin air, and eight extremely anxious strangers who find
they have more in common than they ever imagined. Looking at real estate isn’t usually a
life-or-death situation, but an apartment open house becomes just that when a failed bank robber
bursts in and takes a group of strangers hostage. The captives include a recently retired couple who
relentlessly hunt down fixer-uppers to avoid the painful truth that they can’t fix their own marriage.
There’s a wealthy bank director who has been too busy to care about anyone else and a young
couple who are about to have their first child but can’t seem to agree on anything, from where they
want to live to how they met in the first place. Add to the mix an eighty-seven-year-old woman who
has lived long enough not to be afraid of someone waving a gun in her face, a flustered but
still-ready-to-make-a-deal real estate agent, and a mystery man who has locked himself in the
apartment’s only bathroom, and you’ve got the worst group of hostages in the world. Each of them
carries a lifetime of grievances, hurts, secrets, and passions that are ready to boil over. None of
them is entirely who they appear to be. And all of them—the bank robber included—desperately
crave some sort of rescue. As the authorities and the media surround the premises these reluctant
allies will reveal surprising truths about themselves and set in motion a chain of events so
unexpected that even they can hardly explain what happens next. Rich with Fredrik Backman’s
“pitch-perfect dialogue and an unparalleled understanding of human nature” (Shelf Awareness),
Anxious People is an ingeniously constructed story about the enduring power of friendship,
forgiveness, and hope—the things that save us, even in the most anxious times.
  funny retirement speeches: Life's Journeys According to Mister Rogers Fred Rogers,



2013-06-18 An inspiring collection of thoughts to take with us on the paths we travel in life. For all
the roads we choose to travel, and even those we don't, Fred Rogers has an observation, a story,
some insights to share. Whether you're facing graduation, a new job, a new baby, marriage, any
change in your life--expected or not--the wisdom that Mister Rogers offers can contribute mightily to
the grace with which you handle the change. With sections titled Who You Are Right Now, Loving
and Being Loved, and Guided Drift, Fred addresses the scope of human transitions. It all comes
down to knowing we're valuable, and that we're worthy of that value. As Fred would say, You don't
have to be anything more than who you are right now. In her foreword, Joanne Rogers shares the
Fred she knew. With stories from their life together, the joys as well as the struggles, Joanne shows
how Fred looked at life as a journey--with the ups and downs and in-betweens.
  funny retirement speeches: A Century of Innovation 3M Company, 2002 A compilation of
3M voices, memories, facts and experiences from the company's first 100 years.
  funny retirement speeches: Designing Your Life Bill Burnett, Dave Evans, 2016-09-20 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • At last, a book that shows you how to build—design—a life you
can thrive in, at any age or stage • “Life has questions. They have answers.” —The New York Times
Designers create worlds and solve problems using design thinking. Look around your office or
home—at the tablet or smartphone you may be holding or the chair you are sitting in. Everything in
our lives was designed by someone. And every design starts with a problem that a designer or team
of designers seeks to solve. In this book, Bill Burnett and Dave Evans show us how design thinking
can help us create a life that is both meaningful and fulfilling, regardless of who or where we are,
what we do or have done for a living, or how young or old we are. The same design thinking
responsible for amazing technology, products, and spaces can be used to design and build your
career and your life, a life of fulfillment and joy, constantly creative and productive, one that always
holds the possibility of surprise.
  funny retirement speeches: Primary Colors Joe Klein, 2009-05-06 A brilliant and penetrating
look behind the scenes of modern American politics, Primary Colors is a funny, wise, and dramatic
story with characters and events that resemble some familiar, real-life figures. When a former
congressional aide becomes part of the staff of the governor of a small Southern state, he watches in
horror, admiration, and amazement, as the governor mixes calculation and sincerity in his
not-so-above-board campaign for the presidency.
  funny retirement speeches: Moonglow Michael Chabon, 2016-11-22 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER Winner of the Sophie Brody Medal • An NBCC Finalist for 2016 Award for Fiction •
ALA Carnegie Medal Finalist for Excellence in Fiction • Wall Street Journal’s Best Novel of the Year
• A New York Times Notable Book of the Year • A Washington Post Best Book of the Year • An NPR
Best Book of the Year • A Slate Best Book of the Year • A Christian Science Monitor Top 15 Fiction
Book of the Year • A New York Magazine Best Book of the Year • A San Francisco Chronicle Book of
the Year • A Buzzfeed Best Book of the Year • A New York Post Best Book of the Year iBooks Novel
of the Year • An Amazon Editors' Top 20 Book of the Year • #1 Indie Next Pick • #1 Amazon
Spotlight Pick • A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice • A BookPage Top Fiction Pick of
the Month • An Indie Next Bestseller This book is beautiful.” — A.O. Scott, New York Times Book
Review, cover review Following on the heels of his New York Times bestselling novel Telegraph
Avenue, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael Chabon delivers another literary masterpiece: a novel
of truth and lies, family legends, and existential adventure—and the forces that work to destroy us.
In 1989, fresh from the publication of his first novel, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh, Michael Chabon
traveled to his mother’s home in Oakland, California, to visit his terminally ill grandfather. Tongue
loosened by powerful painkillers, memory stirred by the imminence of death, Chabon’s grandfather
shared recollections and told stories the younger man had never heard before, uncovering bits and
pieces of a history long buried and forgotten. That dreamlike week of revelations forms the basis for
the novel Moonglow, the latest feat of legerdemain from Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael
Chabon. Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession of a man the narrator refers to only as “my
grandfather.” It is a tale of madness, of war and adventure, of sex and marriage and desire, of



existential doubt and model rocketry, of the shining aspirations and demonic underpinnings of
American technological accomplishment at midcentury, and, above all, of the destructive
impact—and the creative power—of keeping secrets and telling lies. It is a portrait of the difficult
but passionate love between the narrator’s grandfather and his grandmother, an enigmatic woman
broken by her experience growing up in war-torn France. It is also a tour de force of speculative
autobiography in which Chabon devises and reveals a secret history of his own imagination. From
the Jewish slums of prewar South Philadelphia to the invasion of Germany, from a Florida retirement
village to the penal utopia of New York’s Wallkill prison, from the heyday of the space program to
the twilight of the “American Century,” the novel revisits an entire era through a single life and
collapses a lifetime into a single week. A lie that tells the truth, a work of fictional nonfiction, an
autobiography wrapped in a novel disguised as a memoir, Moonglow is Chabon at his most moving
and inventive.
  funny retirement speeches: Your Happiness Portfolio for Retirement Marianne T. Oehser,
2019-05-03 Make the post-career phase of your life the happiest and most fulfilling time of your life!
So much changes as you move from your career into the Third Act of your life! You have to redefine
your identity, find a new reason to get up in the morning, build a new structure for your days, and
replace part of your social network. Some people slip easily into their new life and others struggle.
Many of us fill our days with fun and relaxing things to do but get to the point where we want
something more – then we feel a bit empty. You know you need a financial portfolio to retire but did
you know you also need a Happiness Portfolio ®? This book is a practical guide to creating your
Happiness Portfolio ® and flourishing in your Third Act. It includes valuable information and
thought-provoking exercises to design your retirement life so you enjoy it to the max and feel that
your life is fulfilling. You will explore: • Why this change is sometimes so difficult • How to structure
your life so there is plenty of time for both fun and doing things that make you feel like your life is
worthwhile • What it really means to be happy • Some tools for dealing with the bumps you are
certain to encounter along the way This book is right for you if: • You intend to retire soon or • If
you retired in the past five years or so Scroll up and click on “Look inside” to learn more or just add
it to your cart.
  funny retirement speeches: Super Adjacent Crystal Cestari, 2020-03-17 In this fresh new take
on the world of superheroes, explore what it's like to be the non-super half of a dynamic duo. Spoiler
alert: it's not easy being super-adjacent. Claire has always wanted to work with superheroes, from
collecting Warrior Nation cards as a kid to drafting What to Say to a Hero speeches in her diary.
Now that she's landed a coveted internship with the Chicago branch of Warrior Nation, Claire is
ready to prove she belongs, super or not. But complicating plans is the newest WarNat hero, Girl
Power (aka Joy), who happens to be egotistical and self-important . . . and pretty adorable. Bridgette,
meanwhile, wants out of WarNat. After years of dating the famous Vaporizer (aka Matt), she's sick of
playing second, or third, or five-hundredth fiddle to all the people-in-peril in the city of Chicago. Of
course, once Bridgette meets Claire—who's clearly in need of a mentor and wingman—giving up
WarNat becomes slightly more complicated. It becomes a lot morecomplicated when Joy, Matt, and
the rest of the heroes go missing, leaving only Claire and Bridgette to save the day. In this fresh and
funny take on the world of supers, author Crystal Cestari spotlights what it's like to be the seemingly
non-super half of a dynamic duo with banter-filled romance and bold rescues perfect for readers
seeking a great escape.
  funny retirement speeches: You Got This Lisa Kleiman, 2019-08-27 Inspiring and Authentic!
Boring and Incomprehensible! ​Which of these phrases best describes your speech presentations?
Lisa Kleiman is a speaking consultant with a passion for communication. She has coached hundreds
of individuals and facilitated classes, workshops, and seminars across the globe. In You Got This, she
shares her secrets about stepping out in front of any group and successfully delivering your message
with clarity, confidence, and authenticity. Filled with worksheets and helpful tips, You Got This helps
you prepare for every possibility—from big picture issues like determining your audience to the
smallest details, such as the clothes you’ll wear. Lisa’s easy-to-use guide gives you all the tools you



need to present a speech that delivers, including the following— • Managing speech anxiety •
Planning, speech writing, and practicing • Strategies to becoming a better presenter • Knowing
when and how to smoothly adapt your message during your speech • Effectively planning,
managing, and addressing audience questions • Speaking authentically and using humor effectively
• And more! Not just for formal speeches, You Got This also includes advice for employment
interviews, wedding toasts, and other impromptu speeches that everybody encounters at some point
in their lives. Say goodbye to the often incapacitating stress of public speaking. With these practical
and strategic guidelines, you will triumph every time! Recent graduates just starting out in their
careers and repeat veteran speakers who continually struggle with crafting impactful presentations
will want this must-read on their bookshelves.
  funny retirement speeches: Make Good Art Neil Gaiman, 2013-05-14 THIS BOOK IS FOR
EVERYONE LOOKING AROUND AND THINKING, NOW WHAT?” Neil Gaiman’s acclaimed
commencement address, Make Good Art, thoughtfully and aesthetically designed by renowned
graphic artist Chip Kidd. This keepsake volume is the perfect gift for graduates, aspiring creators, or
anyone who needs a reminder to run toward what gives them joy. When Neil Gaiman delivered his
Make Good Art commencement address at Philadelphia’s University of the Arts, he shared his
thoughts about creativity, bravery, and strength. He encouraged the fledgling painters, musicians,
writers, and dreamers to break rules and think outside the box. Most of all, he encouraged them to
make good art. The speech resonated far beyond that art school audience and immediately went
viral on YouTube and has now been viewed more than a million times. Acclaimed designer Chip Kidd
brings his unique sensibility to this seminal address in this gorgeous edition that commemorates
Gaiman's inspiring message.
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