
Justin Pearson Speech In The Well

Justin Pearson's Speech in the Well: A Deep Dive into
Tennessee's Political Uproar

Have you heard the whispers echoing from Tennessee’s State Capitol? The recent expulsion of Justin
Pearson and Justin Jones has ignited a firestorm of debate across the nation. This post delves deep
into the specifics of Justin Pearson's powerful "speech in the well," analyzing its content, its impact,
and the broader implications for American democracy. We’ll explore the context surrounding the
speech, examine its rhetorical strategies, and dissect the public response it generated. Get ready to
understand the significance of this pivotal moment in Tennessee politics and the ongoing
conversation it sparked.

Understanding the Context: The Tennessee House Expulsions

Before diving into the speech itself, it’s crucial to understand the events leading up to it. Justin
Pearson, along with Justin Jones and Gloria Johnson, were expelled from the Tennessee House of
Representatives following a protest on the House floor advocating for stricter gun control measures
in response to the Covenant School shooting in Nashville. Their protest, deemed disruptive by
Republican leadership, resulted in a historic vote to remove them from office. This action sparked
immediate outrage and protests nationwide, focusing attention on issues of free speech,
representation, and the increasing polarization of American politics.
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The Power of Pearson's "Speech in the Well": A Rhetorical
Analysis

Pearson's speech, delivered from the well of the House chamber after the expulsion vote, wasn't a
formal address to the legislature. Instead, it was a powerful, emotional address directly to the people
of Tennessee and the nation. It was a defiant response to the expulsion, a condemnation of the
political actions taken against him and his colleagues, and a stirring call for justice and meaningful
change.

#### Key Rhetorical Devices:

Pathos (Appeal to Emotion): Pearson masterfully utilized pathos, evoking strong emotions of anger,
sadness, and hope. He connected with his audience on a deeply personal level, sharing stories and
expressing his commitment to representing the voices of his constituents.
Ethos (Appeal to Credibility): He established his credibility by highlighting his dedication to his
community and his commitment to serving the people. His youth and passion became strengths,
conveying authenticity and genuine concern.
Logos (Appeal to Logic): While the speech was emotionally charged, Pearson also employed logos,
offering reasoned arguments against the expulsion and highlighting the hypocrisy of the actions
taken by the legislature. He emphasized the democratic principles violated and the impact of this
decision on the representation of his district.

#### Thematic Elements:

Pearson's speech powerfully addressed several key themes:

Democracy and Representation: He vehemently defended the right of his constituents to be
represented by someone who truly reflects their values and concerns. He challenged the legitimacy
of the expulsion, arguing it undermined the democratic process.
Gun Violence: The speech underscored the urgency of addressing gun violence and the need for
stronger gun safety legislation, directly linking the protest to the core issue that fueled it.
Racial Justice: Given Pearson's race, many interpreted his expulsion as a manifestation of systemic
racism and a silencing of marginalized voices. His speech implicitly addressed this narrative.
Youth and Activism: Pearson's age became a symbol of hope and a challenge to established power
structures. He embodied the potential for change through youth-led activism.

The Aftermath and Lasting Impact

The expulsion of Pearson, Jones, and Johnson, and Pearson's subsequent speech, triggered a wave of
national and international attention. The incident raised profound questions about free speech, the
balance of power within state legislatures, and the future of democratic participation. The swift re-
election of Pearson and Jones by their respective districts, a testament to the public's outrage,
further amplified the message of his "speech in the well." This event has become a case study in
political activism and the power of public outcry.



Conclusion

Justin Pearson's "speech in the well" wasn't simply a reaction to his expulsion; it was a powerful
statement about the state of American democracy. It was a demonstration of the resilience of the
human spirit, a testament to the power of young voices demanding change, and a potent reminder of
the importance of engaged and active citizenship. The reverberations of this event will continue to
shape political discourse for years to come. Its analysis offers a compelling lens through which to
examine contemporary political challenges and the ongoing fight for equitable representation.

FAQs

1. Where can I find a transcript or video of Justin Pearson's speech? Numerous news outlets and
social media platforms archived the speech. A simple search for "Justin Pearson speech in the well"
should yield various results.

2. What were the specific charges against Justin Pearson that led to his expulsion? The primary
charge was disruption of the House proceedings during the gun control protest, though the specifics
of the violation were debated extensively.

3. What was the outcome of the expulsion votes? Justin Pearson and Justin Jones were expelled,
while Gloria Johnson avoided expulsion by one vote.

4. Were Pearson and Jones reinstated after their expulsion? Yes, both were swiftly reinstated by
their respective districts after special elections.

5. What is the broader significance of this event for American politics? This event highlighted the
increasing polarization of American politics, the challenges to free speech within legislative bodies,
and the power of grassroots activism in response to perceived injustices.

  justin pearson speech in the well: Politics, Time, Flying, and Voices Dana Foster, 2012-10
Politics, Time, Flying, and Voices is a collection of four short stories that weave together routine
circumstances and some ideas that may or may not be possible. Readers of a book like this might
just find some surprises for each of the characters in each of the stories as follows: The Political
Campaign Amateur : A politician is running for office who might have good ideas but cannot
communicate them very well. The candidate is also prone to gaffes while speaking. He then receives
unexpected help with improved campaign messaging. The help is in the form of articulate suggested
speeches submitted by someone who is unexperienced with professional political campaign
management or political speechwriting. It's Just a Matter of Time: Two different people who live
apart love their precious time together when they visit with each other. They also have similar
frustrations regarding time or time management. Futuristic ideas such as flying cars,
nanocomputers, and foglets might provide each of them hope for overcoming those frustrations.
Another Type of Transportation What if one could travel from point A to point B regardless of
distance without the hassles or expense of traditional flying or the limitations of airline schedules ?
The Ears and Eyes Above Changes in direction that Harry pursued with his life seemed to cause him



to see and hear deceased relatives or the folks upstairs conducting discussions about his activities
and thoughts. And then it appeared that there was an unseen but ongoing video-taping process
recording everything that Harry was doing and thinking.
  justin pearson speech in the well: The Super Miraculous Journey of Freddie Yates Jenny
Pearson, 2020-05-12 Jenny Pearson’s exceptional debut delivers laugh-out-loud calamity, high-stakes
adventure, and the warmth of family. Facts are everything to eleven-year-old Freddie Yates: once
you know a fact it’s yours to keep. After his grandmother dies and Freddie discovers his biological
father might be alive and well in Wales, he decides to follow the facts. Together with his best
friends, Ben and Charlie, he sneaks off on the adventure of a lifetime (or at least, the summer
holidays) to track down his father. Freddie doesn’t expect any miracles. But when the three
unwittingly set off a chain of inexplicable events via an onion-eating competition, a few superhero
costumes, and a group of very angry antique thieves, Freddie discovers that some things can’t
always be explained—and sometimes what you’re looking for has been with you the whole time.
Propulsive and hilarious, The Super Miraculous Journey of Freddie Yates is a heartwarming story
about the true meaning of family.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Speech & Language Processing Dan Jurafsky, 2000-09
  justin pearson speech in the well: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1968 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  justin pearson speech in the well: Representational Style in Congress Justin Grimmer,
2013-12-23 This book examines the consequences of legislators' strategic communication for
representation, demonstrating how legislators present their work to cultivate constituent support.
Using new statistical techniques to analyze massive data sets, Justin Grimmer makes the compelling
case that to understand political representation, we must understand what legislators say to
constituents.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Developmental Psychology: From Infancy to
Development Fiona White, David Livesey, Brett Hayes, 2012-08-20 Developmental Psychology:
From infancy to adulthood, 3rd edition, continues to bring together a balanced focus on Australian
and international research contributions in developmental psychology. Students and lecturers alike
will find this text addresses the issues of lifespan development in a rigorous and challenging way
using a thematic rather than chronological approach. International and national research on
graduate attributes consistently identifies critical thinking as one of the most important skills for
psychology students. The inclusion of Critical Thinking for Group Discussion at the end of each
chapter is designed to encourage students in the development of this key skill. These questions help
students develop the ability to engage in discussions on truth and validity and evaluate the relative
importance of ideas and data. Students learn by doing, and this is encouraged through interactive
features such as Stop and Review, Research Focus Boxes, and Practical Exercises which engage
them in group discussion and challenge them to delve into complex and cross-domain analysis of
lifespan development. Concept maps at the start of each chapter provide students with a visual
snapshot of the chapter content.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Better Business Speech Paul Geiger, 2017-10-06 In a
business world where we are told that time is money, the real currency is communicating clearly at a
poised and measured pace. Better Business Speech: Techniques, Tricks, and Shortcuts for Public
Speaking at Work by Paul Geiger focuses on the challenges of being a strong communicator in a
range of business settings. It begins with the basic premise that all speaking for business is public
speaking. Therefore, these are the communication scenarios where any lack of confidence in speech
ability will be magnified. The obstacles that stand in the way of successful meetings, presentations,
networking events, job interviews, and sales calls are all clearly described. Seasoned speech coach



Paul Geiger offers tricks, techniques, and shortcuts that all seem shockingly simple; but it is the
retraining of the mind and body that is the hard part. He details practical daily exercises that lead to
better speech habits and addresses the causes of ineffective speech pattern in both personal and
business settings. The physical and mental aspects of speech are explored in the context of forming
a strong speech technique foundation that never loses sight of the importance of always sounding
authentic. By offering action steps and helpful online tutorials, Geiger provides readers with the
tools necessary to make lasting changes that will enhance speaking skills in all facets of business
life.
  justin pearson speech in the well: From the Graveyard of the Arousal Industry Justin Pearson,
2010-04-10 As an adolescent, Justin Pearson moved with his mother from “Shit Creek Phoenix, AZ”
to sunny San Diego after his father was murdered on Halloween. There, he fell in with a subculture
of young musicians playing some of the most original and brutal music in the world. Turns out the
chaos of Pearson’s bands — The Locust, Swing Kids, and Some Girls — is nothing compared to the
madness of his life. An icon of the West Coast noise and punk scene, Pearson managed to arrive at
adulthood by outsmarting skinheads and dodging equally threatening violence at home. Once there,
the struggle continued, with Pearson getting beat up on Jerry Springer and, on more than one
occasion, chased out of town by ferociously angry audiences. From the Graveyard of the Arousal
Industry is the outrageously candid story of Pearson’s life. In loving, meticulous detail, Pearson gives
readers the dirt behind each rivalry, riff, and lineup change.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Annotations on the Four Gospels, and the Acts of the
Apostles Heneage Elsley, 1821
  justin pearson speech in the well: The Craft of Professional Writing, Second Edition Michael
S. Malone, 2024-07-16 The Craft of Professional Writing, 2nd edition is the most complete manual
ever written for every form of professional (and professional quality) writing. Its chapters range
from toasts and captions to every form of journalism to novel writing, book authorship and
screenplays. The book offers techniques for the writing of each form, sample templates, and the
advice on navigating a career in each writing field, including public relations and commercial
writing, journalism in all media and self-employment as a freelancer. It also offers sections on the
tools of writing, including pacing, editing, pitching, invoicing and managing the highs and lows of
the different writing careers.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Annotations on the Four Gospels and the Acts of the
Apostles ... Fifth edition. Edited by T. Slade Heneage ELSLEY, 1833
  justin pearson speech in the well: Annotations on the Four Gospels and the Acts of the
Apostles , 1824
  justin pearson speech in the well: The Incredible Record Smashers Jenny Pearson,
2021-04-29 A laugh-out-loud, record-smashing adventure packed with heart, humour and a whole lot
of kumquats, from JENNY PEARSON, the breakout talent of 2020, illustrated by Erica Salcedo
  justin pearson speech in the well: The Hill We Climb Amanda Gorman, 2021-03-30 The
instant #1 New York Times bestseller and #1 USA Today bestseller Amanda Gorman’s electrifying
and historic poem “The Hill We Climb,” read at President Joe Biden’s inauguration, is now available
as a collectible gift edition. “Stunning.” —CNN “Dynamic.” —NPR “Deeply rousing and uplifting.”
—Vogue On January 20, 2021, Amanda Gorman became the sixth and youngest poet to deliver a
poetry reading at a presidential inauguration. Taking the stage after the 46th president of the
United States, Joe Biden, Gorman captivated the nation and brought hope to viewers around the
globe with her call for unity and healing. Her poem “The Hill We Climb: An Inaugural Poem for the
Country” can now be cherished in this special gift edition, perfect for any reader looking for some
inspiration. Including an enduring foreword by Oprah Winfrey, this remarkable keepsake celebrates
the promise of America and affirms the power of poetry.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Gardeners' Chronicle , 1922
  justin pearson speech in the well: Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health Edilma L.
Yearwood, Geraldine S. Pearson, Jamesetta A. Newland, 2021-02-23 Research has shown that a



range of adult psychiatric disorders and mental health problems originate at an early age, yet the
psychiatric symptoms of an increasing number of children and adolescents are going unrecognized
and untreated—there are simply not enough child psychiatric providers to meet this steadily rising
demand. It is vital that advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) and primary care practitioners
take active roles in assessing behavioral health presentations and work collaboratively with families
and other healthcare professionals to ensure that all children and adolescents receive appropriate
treatment. Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health helps APRNs address the mental health needs of
this vulnerable population, providing practical guidance on assessment guidelines, intervention and
treatment strategies, indications for consultation, collaboration, referral, and more. Now in its
second edition, this comprehensive and timely resource has been fully updated to include DSM-5
criteria and the latest guidance on assessing, diagnosing, and treating the most common behavioral
health issues facing young people. New and expanded chapters cover topics including eating
disorders, bullying and victimization, LGBTQ identity issues, and conducting research with high-risk
children and adolescents. Edited and written by a team of accomplished child psychiatric and
primary care practitioners, this authoritative volume: Provides state-of-the-art knowledge about
specific psychiatric and behavioral health issues in multiple care settings Reviews the clinical
manifestation and etiology of behavioral disorders, risk and management issues, and implications for
practice, research, and education Offers approaches for interviewing children and adolescents, and
strategies for integrating physical and psychiatric screening Discusses special topics such as legal
and ethical issues, cultural influences, the needs of immigrant children, and child and adolescent
mental health policy Features a new companion website containing clinical case studies to apply
concepts from the chapters Designed to specifically address the issues faced by APRNs, Child and
Adolescent Behavioral Health is essential reading for nurse practitioners and clinical nurse
specialists, particularly those working in family, pediatric, community health, psychiatric, and
mental health settings.
  justin pearson speech in the well: The New York Lumber Trade Journal , 1904
  justin pearson speech in the well: The English Catalogue of Books Sampson Low, 1901
Volumes for 1898-1968 include a directory of publishers.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Harvard Business School Bulletin , 1990
  justin pearson speech in the well: Annotations on the Four Gospels, and the Acts of the
Apostles ... Eighth edition. [Edited by J. Slade. With a map.] Heneage ELSLEY, 1841
  justin pearson speech in the well: American Government Cal Jillson, 2020-12-14 American
Government: Constitutional Democracy Under Pressure highlights the necessary tension between
our constitutional principles and institutions and the populist heat that sometimes roils our national
politics, especially at the current political moment. Our constitutional democracy has been under
pressure for some time, but few would deny that fears for its fate have deepened in just the past few
years. We assume that our political institutions will limit and contain contemporary populism, just as
the Founders intended and as they have in the past, but will they? An increasingly polarized
electorate, urging their representatives to fight and never to compromise, may be stressing
Constitutional limits. This new edition offers to help American government teachers lead their
students to a nuanced theoretical and practical understanding of what is happening in the politics of
their Constitutional democracy today. New to the Second Edition Further develops and highlights
the distinguishing theme of the book, Constitutional Democracy Under Pressure, in light of Trump
Administration events over the last two years. Expands coverage of all media aspects including fake
news, social media, responsible journalism, and related topics including foreign manipulation of the
news. Includes the most recent election results. Addresses issues specific to the Trump
Administration including unique coverage of the 25th Amendment, cabinet instability, election
interferences, executive power and unitary action, and impact on the courts. Updates in all tables,
figures, suggested readings plus photo updates throughout.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Television Journalism Stephen Cushion, 2011-11-10
Amidst the glut of studies on new media and the news, the enduring medium of television finally gets



the attention it deserves. Cushion brings television news back into perfect focus in a book that offers
historical depth, geographical breadth, empirical analysis and above all, political significance.
Through an interrogation of the dynamics of and relations between regulation, ownership, the
working practices of journalism and the news audience, Cushion makes a clear case for why and how
television news should be firmly positioned in the public interest. It should be required reading for
anyone concerned with news and journalism. - Natalie Fenton, Goldsmiths, University of London An
admirably ambitious synthesis of journalism scholarship and journalism practice, providing a
comprehensive resource of historical analysis, contemporary trends and key data. - Stewart Purvis,
City University and former CEO of ITN Despite the democratic promise of new media, television
journalism remains the most viewed, valued and trusted source of information in many countries
around the world. Comparing patterns of ownership, policy and regulation, this book explores how
different environments have historically shaped contemporary trends in television journalism
internationally. Informed by original research, Television Journalism lays bare the implications of
market forces, public service interventions and regulatory shifts in television journalism′s changing
production practices, news values and audience expectations. Accessibly written and packed with
topical references, this authoritative account offers fresh insights into the past, present and future of
journalism, making it a necessary point of reference for upper-level undergraduates, researchers
and academics in broadcasting, journalism, mass communication and media studies.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Lectures in Divinity John Hey, 1822
  justin pearson speech in the well: Fracking and the Rhetoric of Place Justin Mando,
2021-10-19 Fracking and the Rhetoric of Place investigates the rhetorical strategies of speakers at
public hearings on hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) in order to understand how places shape and
are shaped by citizens as they engage in their democracy. As an important argumentative resource
in environmental controversy, the rhetoric of place helps citizens situate themselves within local
contexts and raise their voices in times of social conflict. Justin Mando uses rhetorical analysis,
discourse analysis, and corpus analysis to offer scholars of place-based rhetoric and environmental
communication a heuristic approach to studying their own sites. This approach reveals that
place-based arguments are a ubiquitous rhetorical resource in the dispute over hydraulic fracturing
that shapes how the issue is perceived. Pro-frackers and anti-frackers use rhetoric of place in
striking ways that reveal their values, motivations, strengths, and weaknesses. Place functions as an
interface of potential common ground that connects the local to the global, what is here to what is
there. Scholars and students of rhetoric, communication, and environmental studies will find this
book particularly interesting.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Science and Technology in the Age of Hawthorne,
Melville, Twain, and James S. Halliday, 2007-06-11 This book reveals the full extent of electricity's
significance in Nineteenth and early Twentieth Century literature and culture. It provides in-depth
coverage of a wide range of canonical American authors from the American Renaissance onwards.
As well as many fascinating hitherto under-studied writers.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Sources for Alexander the Great Nicholas Geoffrey
Lemprière Hammond, 1993-03-11 Plutarch and Arrian have contributed more than any other ancient
authors to our picture of Alexander the Great, but since they wrote four or more centuries after his
death the value of what they said depends upon the sources of information on which they themselves
drew. In this 1993 book the attempt is made to define and to evaluate those sources in a detailed
study, analysing the historians' works section by section and comparing them with other accounts of
the same episodes. This volume completes Professor Hammond's study of the five
Alexander-historians begun with Three Historians of Alexander the Great (Cambridge University
Press, 1983) and lays a basis for work in this area.
  justin pearson speech in the well: The Encyclopaedia Britannica , 1902
  justin pearson speech in the well: A Dictionary of Christian Biography, Literature, Sects and
Doctrines: Eaba-Hermocrates William Smith, Henry Wace, 1880
  justin pearson speech in the well: Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper John Albert Sleicher,



1889
  justin pearson speech in the well: The New Testament ... in the original Greek: with notes
and introductions, by Chr. Wordsworth ... Fifth edition , 1866
  justin pearson speech in the well: Discipleship for Every Stage of Life Chris A. Kiesling,
2024-04-30 The field of lifespan development in psychology has much to offer those engaged in
making disciples, and Chris Kiesling brings those insights to bear in this volume. He appropriates
the most useful observations from this discipline in light of biblical teaching. Drawing on more than
twenty-five years of experience teaching faith development topics in academic and local church
settings, Kiesling assembles a toolkit for those in ministry that will help them think comprehensively
about discipleship at every stage of life. Taking into account physical, cognitive, emotional, and
social aspects of human development from infancy through older adulthood, Kiesling guides readers
in making practical use of these insights in their churches and educational settings. In addition,
dedicated text boxes in each chapter offer specific advice and suggestions. Pastors, ministry leaders,
and educators will benefit from this treatment, which brings cutting-edge findings from the social
sciences into dialogue with Scripture, theology, and practical ministry.
  justin pearson speech in the well: Spectator COTF YRL1 , 1914
  justin pearson speech in the well: A Companion to American Indie Film Geoff King,
2016-12-19 A Companion to American Indie Film features a comprehensive collection of newly
commissioned essays that represent a state-of-the-art resource for understanding key aspects of the
field of indie films produced in the United States. Takes a comprehensive and fresh new look at the
topic of American indie film Features newly commissioned essays from top film experts and
emerging scholars that represent the state-of-the-art reference to the indie film field Topics covered
include: indie film culture; key historical moments and movements in indie film history; relationships
between indie film and other indie media; and issues including class, gender, regional identity and
stardom in in the indie field Includes studies of many types of indie films and film genres, along with
various filmmakers and performers that have come to define the field
  justin pearson speech in the well: The Developing Person Through the Life Span Kathleen
Stassen Berger, 2011-02-18 The seventh edition comes with significant revision of cognitive
development throughout childhood, revised and updated chapters on adolescence, and more
attention to emerging and early adulthood. It is a thorough revision with new research on everything
from genetics to the timing of puberty, including brain development, life span disorders and cultural
diversity. It also includes new learning features promoting critical thinking, revision and application.
- product description.
  justin pearson speech in the well: History Has Made Us Friends Donald E. Abelson, Stephen
Brooks, 2024-06-15 Separated by the world’s longest land border and engaging in over three billion
dollars in trade daily, Canada and the United States share security concerns, cultural interests, and
a history spanning more than 250 years. Alan Rock, former Canadian ambassador to the United
States, has said that this special relationship represents “a bond that is beyond practical. It borders
on mystical.” The rise of nativist sentiment, however, has raised concerns over preserving this
relationship. History Has Made Us Friends illuminates the nature and dynamics of Canada-US
relations, examining their history, attributed meaning, and conceptualization. Contributors consider
many angles and perspectives, including the impact of geopolitical change, to determine whether
the relationship warrants the moniker “special.” They explore whether shared values and
demographic similarities continue to cement the relationship, and if it still matters whether
presidents and prime ministers get along. While things look different today from when President
Kennedy declared, “What unites us is far greater than what divides us,” History Has Made Us
Friends argues that the Canada-US relationship – often narrowly understood or dismissed as a relic
of the past – continues to be unique and resilient.
  justin pearson speech in the well: The New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ Christopher Wordsworth, 1886
  justin pearson speech in the well: The four gospels, and Acts of the Apostles , 1867



  justin pearson speech in the well: The New Testament ... in the original Greek, with
notes and introductions by C. Wordsworth Christopher Wordsworth (bp. of Lincoln), 1859
  justin pearson speech in the well: The New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ,
1863
  justin pearson speech in the well: The New Testament ... in the original Greek: with
notes and introductions by Chr. Wordsworth ... New edition, revised and enlarged , 1859
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