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LETRS Training Manual: A Comprehensive Guide to
Mastering the Science of Reading

Are you a teacher, educator, or parent striving to unlock the power of reading for your students or
children? Feeling overwhelmed by the complexities of literacy instruction? This comprehensive
guide dives deep into the LETRS (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling)
training manual, providing a clear overview of its core components and how you can leverage its
insights to become a more effective reading instructor. We'll explore the key principles, practical
strategies, and essential resources within the LETRS framework to help you confidently navigate the


https://tracking.americanhoperesources.com/file6/Book?ID=JNK03-3762&title=letrs-training-manual.pdf

world of literacy development.
What is the LETRS Training Manual?

The LETRS training manual is a widely acclaimed professional development program designed to
equip educators with the scientific knowledge and practical skills needed to teach reading
effectively. It's grounded in evidence-based research, providing a deep understanding of the science
of reading and its practical application in the classroom. The manual doesn't just offer a surface-
level understanding; it delves into the intricacies of phonological awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension, providing the tools necessary for successful reading instruction.

Key Components of the LETRS Training Manual:

1. Phonemic Awareness: The Foundation of Reading

The LETRS manual emphasizes the crucial role of phonemic awareness - the ability to hear and
manipulate the individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken language. This is the cornerstone of
successful reading acquisition. The training covers various activities and strategies to develop strong
phonemic awareness skills in students, from rhyming games to syllable segmentation exercises.

Essential Strategies Covered:

Rhyming and alliteration activities: Engaging exercises to build phonemic awareness.

Phoneme isolation and identification: Teaching students to identify individual sounds within words.
Phoneme blending and segmentation: Activities to combine and separate sounds to form and break
down words.

2. Phonics: Decoding the Written Word

LETRS provides a systematic and explicit approach to phonics instruction, teaching students the
relationship between letters and sounds. It moves beyond simple letter-sound correspondence to
cover more complex phonetic patterns and multisyllabic words.

Key Concepts Explained:

Systematic phonics instruction: A structured approach to teaching letter-sound relationships.
Explicit phonics instruction: Clearly teaching and modeling phonics skills.

Consonant and vowel sounds: In-depth exploration of various sound-letter combinations.
Digraphs, blends, and diphthongs: Understanding and teaching more complex sound patterns.



3. Fluency: Reading with Accuracy, Rate, and Expression

The LETRS manual underscores the importance of reading fluency, which encompasses accuracy,
rate, and prosody (expression). It highlights strategies to build fluency, emphasizing repeated
readings, choral reading, and other techniques to improve reading speed and comprehension.

Practical Techniques for Fluency Development:

Repeated reading: Practicing passages multiple times to build automaticity.
Choral reading: Reading aloud together to enhance fluency and expression.
Partner reading: Collaborative reading to support and encourage fluency.

4. Vocabulary: Expanding Reading Comprehension

LETRS recognizes the critical role of vocabulary in reading comprehension. It advocates for rich
vocabulary instruction, focusing on both direct instruction and indirect learning opportunities.

Strategies for Building Vocabulary:

Direct instruction of vocabulary words: Teaching specific word meanings and usage.
Contextual vocabulary learning: Learning word meanings from the context of reading.
Vocabulary games and activities: Engaging ways to enhance vocabulary acquisition.

5. Reading Comprehension: Understanding and Interpreting
Text

The LETRS training manual emphasizes various comprehension strategies, such as predicting,
questioning, summarizing, and visualizing. It promotes active reading and critical thinking skills to
enhance comprehension.

Key Comprehension Strategies:

Making predictions: Anticipating what might happen in a text.

Asking questions: Engaging with the text by asking clarifying questions.
Summarizing: Condensing the main ideas of a text.

Visualizing: Creating mental images while reading.



Utilizing the LETRS Training Manual Effectively:

The LETRS training manual isn't just a passive read; it's a tool for active learning and application.
Engage in the suggested activities, practice the strategies, and reflect on your own teaching
practices. Collaboration with fellow educators can also significantly enhance your understanding and
application of the LETRS principles.

Conclusion:

The LETRS training manual provides an invaluable resource for educators dedicated to improving
reading instruction. By understanding and applying its core principles, you can significantly enhance
your students' reading abilities and foster a lifelong love of reading. Remember, consistent
application and reflective practice are key to maximizing the benefits of this comprehensive training
program.

FAQs:

1. Is the LETRS training manual only for teachers? No, the principles and strategies within LETRS
can be beneficial for parents and tutors who work with children learning to read.

2. How long does it take to complete the LETRS training? The duration varies depending on the
specific program and format (online, in-person).

3. What materials are included in the LETRS training package? This varies depending on the
provider, but often includes manuals, online resources, and potentially access to online communities.

4. Is there a cost associated with LETRS training? Yes, there is typically a fee for participation in
LETRS professional development programs.

5. Where can I find more information about LETRS training programs? You can search online for
"LETRS training" or contact your local school district or professional development organization for
information on available programs in your area.

letrs training manual: LETRS Louisa Moats, 2004-01-01 Teaches the meaning of scientific
findings about learning to read and reading instruction. The modules address each component of
reading instruction and the foundational concepts that link these components.

letrs training manual: 17,000 Classroom Visits Can't Be Wrong John V. Antonetti, James R.
Garver, 2015-02-20 Most educators are skilled at planning instruction and determining what they
will do during the course of a lesson. However, to truly engage students in worthwhile, rigorous
cognition, a profound shift is necessary: a shift in emphasis from teaching to learning. Put another
way, we know that whoever is doing the work is also doing the learning—and in most classrooms,
teachers are working much too hard. Authors John V. Antonetti and James R. Garver are the
designers of the Look 2 Learning model of classroom walkthroughs. They've visited more than
17,000 classrooms—examining a variety of teaching and learning conditions, talking to students,
examining their work, and determining their levels of thinking and engagement. From this vast set
of data, they've drawn salient lessons that provide valuable insight into how to smooth the transition
from simply planning instruction to designing high-quality student work. The lessons John and Jim
have learned from their 17,000 (and counting) classroom visits can't be wrong. They share those




lessons in this book, along with stories of successful practice and practical tools ready for immediate
classroom application. The authors also provide opportunities for reflection and closure designed to
help you consider (or reconsider) your current beliefs and practices. Throughout, you will hear the
voices of John and Jim—and the thousands of students they met—as they provide a map for shifting
the classroom dynamic from teaching to learning.

letrs training manual: Vocabulary Instruction Edward J. Kame'enui, James F. Baumann,
2012-05-10 This highly regarded work brings together prominent authorities on vocabulary teaching
and learning to provide a comprehensive yet concise guide to effective instruction. The book
showcases practical ways to teach specific vocabulary words and word-learning strategies and
create engaging, word-rich classrooms. Instructional activities and games for diverse learners are
brought to life with detailed examples. Drawing on the most rigorous research available, the editors
and contributors distill what PreK-8 teachers need to know and do to support all students' ongoing
vocabulary growth and enjoyment of reading. New to This Edition*Reflects the latest research and
instructional practices.*New section (five chapters) on pressing current issues in the field:
assessment, authentic reading experiences, English language learners, uses of multimedia tools, and
the vocabularies of narrative and informational texts.*Contributor panel expanded with additional
leading researchers.

letrs training manual: Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons Phyllis Haddox,
Siegfried Engelmann, Elaine Bruner, 1986-06-15 A step-by-step program that shows parents, simply
and clearly, how to teach their child to read in just 20 minutes a day.

letrs training manual: Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading
Difficulties David A. Kilpatrick, 2015-08-10 Practical, effective, evidence-based reading interventions
that change students' lives Essentials of Understanding and Assessing Reading Difficulties is a
practical, accessible, in-depth guide to reading assessment and intervention. It provides a detailed
discussion of the nature and causes of reading difficulties, which will help develop the knowledge
and confidence needed to accurately assess why a student is struggling. Readers will learn a
framework for organizing testing results from current assessment batteries such as the WJ-IV,
KTEA-3, and CTOPP-2. Case studies illustrate each of the concepts covered. A thorough discussion is
provided on the assessment of phonics skills, phonological awareness, word recognition, reading
fluency, and reading comprehension. Formatted for easy reading as well as quick reference, the text
includes bullet points, icons, callout boxes, and other design elements to call attention to important
information. Although a substantial amount of research has shown that most reading difficulties can
be prevented or corrected, standard reading remediation efforts have proven largely ineffective.
School psychologists are routinely called upon to evaluate students with reading difficulties and to
make recommendations to address such difficulties. This book provides an overview of the best
assessment and intervention techniques, backed by the most current research findings. Bridge the
gap between research and practice Accurately assess the reason(s) why a student struggles in
reading Improve reading skills using the most highly effective evidence-based techniques Reading
may well be the most important thing students are taught during their school careers. It is a skill
they will use every day of their lives; one that will dictate, in part, later life success. Struggling
students need help now, and Essentials of Understanding and Assessing Reading Difficulties shows
how to get these students on track.

letrs training manual: The Gillingham Manual Anna Gillingham, Bessie Whitmore Stillman,
1997 In this multisensory phonics technique, students first learn the sounds of letters, and the build
these letter-sounds into words. Visual, auditory and kinesthetic associations are used to remember
the concepts. Training is recommended.

letrs training manual: This Is Balanced Literacy, Grades K-6 Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey,
Nancy Akhavan, 2019-08-26 This is Balanced Literacy: Grades K-6 Students learn to read and write
best when their teachers balance literacy instruction. But how do you strike the right balance of
skills and knowledge, reading and writing, small and whole group instruction, and direct and
dialogic instruction, so that all students can learn to their maximum potential? The answer lies in the



intentional design of learning activities, purposeful selection of instructional materials,
evidence-based teaching methods, and in strategic groupings of students based on assessment data.
Together, these create the perfect balance of high impact learning experiences that engage and
excite learners. In this hands-on essential guide, best-selling authors Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey,
and Nancy Akhavan help you define that balance for your students, lighting the path to
implementing balanced literacy in your classroom. Their plan empowers you to integrate
evidence-based approaches that include: ¢ Instructional materials comprised of both informational
and narrative texts. * The best uses of instructional delivery modes, including direct and dialogic
instruction. ¢ Grouping patterns that work best to accomplish learning aims for different learners at
different stages. ¢ Instruction in foundational skills and meaning making, including oral language,
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing. * Technology used
as a tool for increasing learning of a specific literary process. All the tips and tools you need to
realize the goal of balanced literacy learning are included, with classroom videos that show
strategies in action. Tap your intuition, collaborate with your peers, and put the research-based
strategies embedded in this roadmap to work in your classroom to implement or deepen a strong,
successful balanced literacy program. Grow as a reading and writing teacher while leading your
students to grow as readers and writers.

letrs training manual: Secret Stories Katherine Garner, 2016-07-01 An educational toolkit for
teaching phonics, consisting of a book, posters and musical CD, all of which provides for multiple
options and inputs for learning, including: visual-icons, auditory and kinesthetic motor skill
manipulations, as well as a variety of dramatic and emotive cuing-systems designed to target the
affective learning domain. This backdoor-approach to phonemic skill acquisition is based on current
neural research on Learning & the Brain--specifically how our brains actually learn best!The Secret
Stories® primary purpose is to equip beginning (or struggling, upper grade) readers and writers, as
well as their instructors, with the tools necessary to easily and effectively crack the secret reading
and writing codes that lie beyond the alphabet, and effectively out of reach for so many learners! It
is not a phonics program! Rather, it simply provides the missing pieces learners need to solve the
complex reading puzzle--one that some might never solve otherwise! The Secrets(tm) are sure to
become one of the most valuable, well-used, and constantly relied-upon teaching tools in your
instructional repertoire!

letrs training manual: Phonemic Awareness Michael Heggerty, 2003-01-01

letrs training manual: Rewards Anita L. Archer, Mary Gleason, Vicky Vachon, 2000-01-01

letrs training manual: SIPPS John L. Shefelbine, Katherine K. Newman, 2020

letrs training manual: Equipped for Reading Success David Kilpatrick, 2016-07-01 This
volume is designed to prevent and correct most word-level reading difficulties. It trains phonemic
awareness and promotes sight vocabulary acquisition, and therefore reading fluency.

letrs training manual: Words Their Way Donald R. Bear, Marcia Invernizzi, Shane
Templeton, Francine R. Johnston, 2012 Words Their Way is a hands-on, developmentally driven
approach to word study that illustrates how to integrate and teach children phonics, vocabulary, and
spelling skills. This fifth edition features updated activities, expanded coverage of English learners,
and emphasis on progress monitoring.

letrs training manual: Knowledge to Support the Teaching of Reading Catherine Snow,
Peg Griffin, M. Susan Burns, 2007-08-17 Basic reading proficiency is key to success in all content
areas, but attending to students’ literacy development remains a challenge for many teachers,
especially after the primary grades. Knowledge to Support the Teaching of Reading presents
recommendations for the essential knowledge about the development, acquisition, and teaching of
language and literacy skills that teachers need to master and use. This important book is one result
of an initiative of the National Academy of Education's Committee on Teacher Education, whose
members have been charged with the task of creating a core knowledge base for teacher education.

letrs training manual: The Fluent Reader Timothy V. Rasinski, 2003 Introduces oral reading
teaching methods for developing word recognition and comprehension in students.



letrs training manual: Fountas and Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) Orange (Grade
K) Program Guide Irene C. Fountas, Gay Su Pinnell, 2009-08-05 Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy

Intervention (LLI) is a powerful early intervention system that can change the path of a student's
journey to literacy. The LLI Orange System is specifically targeted at Foundation/Kindergaten
students. Please note the program guide is not suitable for educators who have not yet purchased an
LLI Orange System. This component is only available separately so that schools with the LLI Orange
System can purchase additional copies of the program guide if they require. Find out more about the
Fountas & Pinnell LLI System at www.pearson.com.au/primary/LLI

letrs training manual: Exploring Creation with General Science Jay L. Wile, 2008-01-01

letrs training manual: LETRS Module 5 Louisa Moats, Louisa; A. Moats, 2004-01-01 Teaches
the meaning of scientific findings about learning to read and reading instruction. The modules
address each component of reading instruction and the foundational concepts that link these
components.

letrs training manual: The Reading Comprehension Blueprint Nancy Lewis Hennessy,
2020-08 The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping Students Make Meaning from Text
provides readers with a deeper understanding of reading comprehension and recommendations for
developing evidence-based instruction. This organizational framework, aligned with the language
comprehension strands of Scarborough's Reading Rope, prompts educators to ask themselves
critical questions about vocabulary, syntax and sentence comprehension, text structures, students'
background knowledge, levels of understanding, and inference. Sample classroom activities, a unit
plan, sample lesson plans, and other resources provide valuable models and tools to use for
designing and delivering high-quality instruction--

letrs training manual: Reading Fluency Timothy Rasinski, William Rupley, David Paige, Chase
Young, 2021-01-21 Reading fluency has been identified as a key component of proficient reading.
Research has consistently demonstrated significant and substantial correlations between reading
fluency and overall reading achievement. Despite the great potential for fluency to have a significant
outcome on students’ reading achievement, it continues to be not well understood by teachers,
school administrators and policy makers. The chapters in this volume examine reading fluency from
a variety of perspectives. The initial chapter sketches the history of fluency as a literacy instruction
component. Following chapters examine recent studies and approaches to reading fluency, followed
by chapters that explore actual fluency instruction models and the impact of fluency instruction.
Assessment of reading fluency is critical for monitoring progress and identifying students in need of
intervention. Two articles on assessment, one focused on word recognition and the other on prosody,
expand our understanding of fluency measurement. Finally, a study from Turkey explores the
relationship of various reading competencies, including fluency, in an integrated model of reading.
Our hope for this volume is that it may spark a renewed interest in research into reading fluency and
fluency instruction and move toward making fluency instruction an even more integral part of all
literacy instruction.

letrs training manual: Reading Comprehension Difficulties Cesare Cornoldi, Jane V.
Oakhill, 2013-04-03 Recognizing the characteristics of children with learning disabilities and
deciding how to help them is a problem faced by schools all over the world. Although some disorders
are fairly easily recognizable (e.g., mental retardation) or very specific to single components of
performance and quite rare (e.g., developmental dyscalculia), schools must consider much larger
populations of children with learning difficulties who cannot always be readily classified. These
children present high-level learning difficulties that affect their performance on a variety of school
tasks, but the underlying problem is often their difficulty in understanding written text. In many
instances, despite good intellectual abilities and a superficial ability to cope with written texts and to
use language appropriately, some children do not seem to grasp the most important elements, or
cannot find the pieces of information they are looking for. Sometimes these difficulties are not
immediately detected by the teacher in the early school years. They may be hidden because the most
obvious early indicators of reading progress in the teacher's eyes do not involve comprehension of



written texts or because the first texts a child encounters are quite simple and reflect only the
difficulty level of the oral messages (sentences, short stories, etc.) with which the child is already
familiar. However, as years go by and texts get more complex, comprehension difficulties will
become increasingly apparent and increasingly detrimental to effective school learning. In turn,
studying, assimilating new information, and many other situations requiring text comprehension --
from problem solving to reasoning with linguistic contents -- could be affected. Problems with
decoding, dyslexia, and language disorders have attracted more interest from researchers than have
specific comprehension problems and have occupied more room in specialized journals. Normal
reading comprehension has also been a favorite with researchers. However, scarce interest has been
paid to subjects who have comprehension difficulties. This book is an attempt to remedy this
situation. In so doing, this volume answers the following questions: * Does a reading comprehension
problem exist in schools? * How important and widespread is the problem? * Is the problem specific?
* How can a reading comprehension difficulty be defined and identified? * Does the syndrome have a
single pattern or can different subtypes be identified? * What are the main characteristics associated
with a reading comprehension difficulty? * When can other well-identified problems add to our
understanding of reading comprehension difficulties? * Which educational strategies are effective in
preventing and treating reading comprehension difficulties? * What supplementary information can
we get from an international perspective?

letrs training manual: LETRS Module 7 Louisa Cook Moats, 2005 Effective, enjoyable,
systematic phonics instruction involves many subroutines that are all practiced in this module. The
sequence and substance of concept development in code-based instruction is emphasized, including
the importance of applying learned skills to reading and writing. Answers to common questions are
provided, including, How much phonics?, Who needs phonics?, What kind of phonics?, and Why
phonics?--Page 4 of cover.

letrs training manual: Fundamentals of Literacy Instruction & Assessment, Pre-K-6 Martha
Clare Hougen, Susan M. Smartt, 2020 This core text introduces pre-service teachers to the essential
components of literacy and describes how to effectively deliver explicit, evidence-based instruction
on each component--

letrs training manual: LETRS Module 8 Louisa Moats, 2004-01-01 The LETRS 12 Module
series is designed to help teachers and students fro K-12 learn and correctly understand the
language and methods used to teach reading and spelling.

letrs training manual: Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills Activity Book, Revised
Edition Suzanne Carreker, Judith R. Birsh, 2011 Contains 106 activities and 21 Try This exercises.

letrs training manual: Fundamentals of Literacy Instruction and Assessment, 6-12
Martha C. Hougen, 2015 Prepare future educators to strengthen the literacy skills of students in
Grades 6 - 12 with this introductory reading textbook, based on the latest research, the Common
Core State Standards, and recommended instructional practices. The perfect first text on adolescent
literacy, this expertly organized volume covers all the fundamentals of how reading and writing skills
develop in older students and how to teach literacy within key academic content areas: language
arts, math, science, and history. More than 20 of today's top authorities give educators the solid,
practical background knowledge they'll need for the rest of their careers, as they shape the next
generation of confident readers and writers. Prepare future educators to: teach the fundamental
components of literacy, with special emphasis on fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension; prepare
students for college and career by teaching literacy in content areas; differentiate instruction for
stuggling students and English language learners; implement the highly effective RTI model and
other multi-tiered systems of supports; apply evidence-based instructional strategies in the
classroom; and use current legislation to inform classroom instruction. This book contains practical
sample lesson plans for use in tutoring and student teaching, classroom examples illustrating
recommended practices, helpful chapter objectives and summaries, in-class exercises and homework
assignments, and an appendix of formative assessment strategies.

letrs training manual: Building Early Literacy and Language Skills Lucy Hart Paulson, Linda



Attridge Noble, Stacia Jepson, Rick van den Pol, 2001-01-01

letrs training manual: Step Up to Writing Maureen Auman, 2016

letrs training manual: Put Reading First: the Research Building Blocks for Teaching
Children to Read Bonnie B. Armbruster, 2010-11

letrs training manual: Speech to Print Louisa Cook Moats, 2010 With extensive updates and
enhancements to every chapter, the new edition of Speech to Print fully prepares today's literacy
educators to teach students with or without disabilities.

letrs training manual: Discover Intensive Phonics for Yourself Charlotte F. Lockhart,
Linda Eversole, HEC Reading Horizons, Sharla Watts, Missy F. Rose, 2005

letrs training manual: Good Talking Words Lucy Hart Paulson, Rick Van den Pol, 1998-01-01
This program is designed to be presented in twelve weekly lessons of 15-30 min. in a whole group
activity. Puppets are used to demonstrate negative and positive role plays of the target skill; colored
pictures illustrated various situations and provide a method to discuss vocabulary and concepts;
literature story focuses on the target concept and is read interactively with children; reproducible
coupons or tickets are given to the children as reinforcements for using good communication skills.

letrs training manual: Teaching Reading Sourcebook Bill Honig, Linda Diamond, Linda
Gutlohn, 2013 Prepare students for future success by using effective reading instruction that's
proven to work. The Teaching Reading Sourcebook, updated second edition is an indispensable
resource that combines evidence-based research with actionable instructional strategies. It is an
essential addition to any educator's professional literacy library--elementary, secondary,
university.--P. [4] of cover.

letrs training manual: ParaReading Deborah R. Glaser,

letrs training manual: Step Up to Writing Maureen Auman, 2003

letrs training manual: The Framework for Teaching Evaluation Instrument, 2013 Edition
Charlotte Danielson, 2013 The framework for teaching document is an evolving instrument, but the
core concepts and architecture (domains, components, and elements) have remained the same.Major
concepts of the Common Core State Standards are included. For example, deep conceptual
understanding, the importance of student intellectual engagement, and the precise use of language
have always been at the foundation of the Framework for Teaching, but are more clearly articulated
in this edition.The language has been tightened to increase ease of use and accuracy in
assessment.Many of the enhancements to the Framework are located in the possible examples,
rather than in the rubric language or critical attributes for each level of performance.

letrs training manual: Wrightslaw Special Education Legal Developments and Cases 2019
Peter Wright, Pamela Wright, 2020-07-10 Wrightslaw Special Education Legal Developments and
Cases 2019 is designed to make it easier for you to stay up-to-date on new cases and developments
in special education law.Learn about current and emerging issues in special education law,
including:* All decisions in IDEA and Section 504 ADA cases by U.S. Courts of Appeals in 2019* How
Courts of Appeals are interpreting the two 2017 decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court* Cases about
discrimination in a daycare center, private schools, higher education, discrimination by licensing
boards in national testing, damages, higher standards for I[EPs and least restrictive environment*
Tutorial about how to find relevant state and federal cases using your unique search terms

letrs training manual: LETRS Module 11 Louisa Moats, Joan Sedita, 2004-01-01

letrs training manual: Rewards Anita L. Archer, Mary Gleason, Vicky Vachon, Jonathan King,
Sopris West Inc, Pat Pielaet, 2006-01

letrs training manual: LETRS Module 4 Louisa Cook Moats, 2005 Teaches the meaning of
scientific findings about learning to read and reading instruction. The modules address each
component of reading instruction and the foundational concepts that link these components.

Login | LETRS
LETRS teaches the skills needed to master the fundamentals of reading instruction—phonological
awareness, ...



Login | LETRS
Professional Learning for LETRS Facilitators Connecting teachers with the most respected literacy
researchers ...

Support Portal - LETRS
Access the LETRS Support Portal for account setup and assistance with literacy instruction
resources.

Learning Platform - letrs.com
Learning Platform
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Terms of Use User Responsibility By using this web site, you are agreeing to be bound by these
Terms and Conditions ...

Login | LETRS
LETRS teaches the skills needed to master the fundamentals of reading instruction—phonological
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, writing, and language.
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Support Portal - LETRS
Access the LETRS Support Portal for account setup and assistance with literacy instruction
resources.
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