
Making Marriage Work Henry Viii

Making Marriage Work (Henry VIII Style): A
Surprisingly Relevant Look at Royal Relationships

Henry VIII. The name conjures images of opulent courts, lavish feasts, and a string of wives meeting
untimely ends. But beneath the surface drama and historical infamy lies a surprisingly relevant
question: what can we learn from Henry VIII's tumultuous marriages about making any marriage
work? This isn't a condoning of his actions, but rather a cynical yet insightful exploration of power,
expectation, and the enduring challenges of long-term relationships, even in the most extravagant of
settings. This post will delve into Henry VIII's marital history, analyze the factors contributing to
their failures, and surprisingly, extract some lessons applicable to modern relationships.
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The Reign of Royal Romances: A Breakdown of Henry VIII's
Marriages

Henry VIII's six marriages are a masterclass – or perhaps a cautionary tale – in marital dysfunction.
Let's examine each, not for its historical accuracy alone, but for the patterns of failure that emerge:

Catherine of Aragon: The Weight of Expectation

Henry VIII's first marriage, to Catherine of Aragon, lasted nearly 24 years. While initially successful,
producing an heir (Mary I) became paramount. The pressure to secure a male heir, coupled with
Henry's shifting desires and the influence of court politics, ultimately led to the marriage's
dissolution. This highlights the danger of placing unrealistic expectations – especially societal
pressures – on a relationship.

Anne Boleyn: The Pursuit of Passion (and Power)

Anne Boleyn's brief reign as queen was marked by intense passion and equally intense political
maneuvering. Her failure to produce a surviving male heir, combined with Henry's growing
dissatisfaction and his desire for a divorce, led to her execution. This reveals the precarious nature
of a relationship built on lust and ambition rather than enduring love and mutual respect.

Jane Seymour: Finding (Fleeting) Harmony

Jane Seymour offered Henry a relatively peaceful marriage, culminating in the birth of Edward VI,
the son he desperately craved. However, her death shortly after childbirth demonstrates that even
seemingly harmonious relationships are vulnerable to unforeseen circumstances. This underscores
the unpredictable nature of life and the importance of appreciating fleeting moments of happiness.

Anne of Cleves: The Failure of Appearance

Henry's marriage to Anne of Cleves was famously short-lived. The annulment, based on a lack of
physical attraction, illustrates the importance of compatibility beyond superficial qualities. While
physical attraction is significant, it’s only one piece of a much larger puzzle.

Catherine Howard: The Price of Infidelity

Catherine Howard's infidelity led to her execution, highlighting the devastating impact of betrayal
and a lack of trust. This emphasizes the critical role of honesty, fidelity, and open communication in
maintaining a healthy relationship.



Catherine Parr: Finding Companionship in Later Life

Catherine Parr, Henry's sixth and final wife, outlived him. Their relationship demonstrates that
companionship and mutual respect can be vital, particularly later in life. This suggests the evolution
of relationship needs and priorities over time.

Lessons from the Tudor Court: Applying Henry's Failures to
Modern Relationships

While Henry VIII's marriages were far from ideal, examining their failures provides valuable insights
applicable to modern relationships:

Manage Expectations:
Don't place undue pressure on your partner to fulfill unrealistic expectations, particularly those
imposed by society or family.

Cultivate Communication:
Open, honest, and consistent communication is essential for resolving conflicts and strengthening
the bond.

Prioritize Compatibility:
Look beyond superficial qualities and focus on finding a partner who shares your values, goals, and
interests.

Respect and Trust:
Mutual respect and trust are fundamental building blocks of any successful relationship. Infidelity
and betrayal erode these foundations.

Embrace Adaptability:
Relationships evolve over time. Adapting to changing needs and priorities is crucial for long-term
success.

Conclusion: Beyond the Crowns and the Chaos

Henry VIII's marital history may seem a world away from modern relationships, yet its inherent
lessons remain profoundly relevant. By analyzing his failures – the unrealistic expectations, the lack
of communication, the infidelity, and the prioritization of power over genuine connection – we can



extract valuable wisdom applicable to our own lives. Building a lasting and fulfilling relationship
requires effort, communication, mutual respect, and a willingness to adapt. It's about finding a
partnership built on love, trust, and shared values, a far cry from the tumultuous world of the Tudor
court.

FAQs

1. Did Henry VIII's religious changes impact his marriages? Absolutely. His desire for a male heir
and his break from the Catholic Church were inextricably linked to his marital decisions and
justifications for divorce.

2. Were any of Henry VIII's wives genuinely in love with him? While it's impossible to definitively
know their inner feelings, some historians argue that Jane Seymour and Catherine Parr may have
held a degree of genuine affection for Henry, though likely tempered by political realities.

3. How did the power dynamics affect Henry VIII's marriages? Henry's absolute power allowed him
to easily dissolve marriages that didn't serve his purpose, illustrating how an imbalance of power
can severely damage a relationship.

4. What role did the court play in the failures of Henry VIII's marriages? Court intrigue and political
maneuvering significantly influenced Henry's choices, often undermining his personal relationships
and creating an atmosphere of suspicion and manipulation.

5. Could Henry VIII's actions be considered a form of marital abuse? Some historians argue that
Henry VIII's actions, particularly his treatment of Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard, could be
interpreted as forms of emotional and physical abuse within the context of the time period. It's
crucial to analyze historical figures with a modern understanding of abusive behavior, recognizing
the significant differences between then and now.

  making marriage work henry viii: Making Marriage Work Kristin Celello, 2009-02-01 By the
end of World War I, the skyrocketing divorce rate in the United States had generated a deep-seated
anxiety about marriage. This fear drove middle-class couples to seek advice, both professional and
popular, in order to strengthen their relationships. In Making Marriage Work, historian Kristin
Celello offers an insightful and wide-ranging account of marriage and divorce in America in the
twentieth century, focusing on the development of the idea of marriage as work. Throughout, Celello
illuminates the interaction of marriage and divorce over the century and reveals how the idea that
marriage requires work became part of Americans' collective consciousness.
  making marriage work henry viii: Divorced, Beheaded, Survived Karen Lindsey, 1995-01-20
Divorced, Beheaded, Survived takes a revisionist look at 16th-century English politics (domestic and
otherwise), reinterpreting the historical record in perceptive new ways. For example, it shows Ann
Boleyn not as a seductress, but as a sophisticate who for years politely suffered what we would now
label royal sexual harassment.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Children of Henry VIII Alison Weir, 2011-09-21
“Fascinating . . . Alison Weir does full justice to the subject.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer At his death
in 1547, King Henry VIII left four heirs to the English throne: his only son, the nine-year-old Prince
Edward; the Lady Mary, the adult daughter of his first wife Katherine of Aragon; the Lady Elizabeth,



the teenage daughter of his second wife Anne Boleyn; and his young great-niece, the Lady Jane
Grey. In this riveting account Alison Weir paints a unique portrait of these extraordinary rulers,
examining their intricate relationships to each other and to history. She traces the tumult that
followed Henry's death, from the brief intrigue-filled reigns of the boy king Edward VI and the
fragile Lady Jane Grey, to the savagery of Bloody Mary, and finally the accession of the politically
adroit Elizabeth I. As always, Weir offers a fresh perspective on a period that has spawned many of
the most enduring myths in English history, combining the best of the historian's and the
biographer's art. “Like anthropology, history and biography can demonstrate unfamiliar ways of
feeling and being. Alison Weir's sympathetic collective biography, The Children of Henry VIII does
just that, reminding us that human nature has changed--and for the better. . . . Weir imparts
movement and coherence while re-creating the suspense her characters endured and the suffering
they inflicted.”—The New York Times Book Review
  making marriage work henry viii: The Six Wives of Henry VIII Alison Weir, 2007-12-01 A
“brilliantly written and meticulously researched” biography of royal family life during England’s
second Tudor monarch (San Francisco Chronicle). Either annulled, executed, died in childbirth, or
widowed, these were the well-known fates of the six queens during the tempestuous, bloody, and
splendid reign of Henry VIII of England from 1509 to 1547. But in this “exquisite treatment, sure to
become a classic” (Booklist), they take on more fully realized flesh and blood than ever before.
Katherine of Aragon emerges as a staunch though misguided woman of principle; Anne Boleyn, an
ambitious adventuress with a penchant for vengeance; Jane Seymour, a strong-minded matriarch in
the making; Anne of Cleves, a good-natured woman who jumped at the chance of independence;
Katherine Howard, an empty-headed wanton; and Katherine Parr, a warm-blooded bluestocking who
survived King Henry to marry a fourth time. “Combin[ing] the accessibility of a popular history with
the highest standards of a scholarly thesis”, Alison Weir draws on the entire labyrinth of Tudor
history, employing every known archive—early biographies, letters, memoirs, account books, and
diplomatic reports—to bring vividly to life the fates of the six queens, the machinations of the
monarch they married and the myriad and ceaselessly plotting courtiers in their intimate circle (The
Detroit News). In this extraordinary work of sound and brilliant scholarship, “at last we have the
truth about Henry VIII’s wives” (Evening Standard).
  making marriage work henry viii: Anne of Cleves Sarah-Beth Watkins, 2018-10-26 Anne of
Cleves left her homeland in 1539 to marry the king of England. She was never brought up to be a
queen yet out of many possible choices, she was the bride Henry VIII chose as his fourth wife. Yet
from their first meeting the king decided he liked her not and sought an immediate divorce. After
just six months their marriage was annulled, leaving Anne one of the wealthiest women in England.
This is the story of Anne's marriage to Henry, how the daughter of Cleves survived him and her life
afterwards.
  making marriage work henry viii: Six: The Musical - Vocal Selections , 2020-06-01 (Vocal
Selections). Six has received rave reviews around the world for its modern take on the stories of the
six wives of Henry VIII and it's finally opening on Broadway! From Tudor queens to pop princesses,
the six wives take the mic to remix five hundred years of historical heartbreak into an exuberant
celebration of 21st century girl power! Songs include: All You Wanna Do * Don't Lose Ur Head *
Ex-Wives * Get Down * Haus of Holbein * Heart of Stone * I Don't Need Your Love * No Way * Six.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Wives of Henry VIII Antonia Fraser, 2014-04-30 The
New York Times bestselling history of the legendary six wives of Henry VIII--from the acclaimed
author of Marie Antoinette. Under Antonia Fraser's intent scrutiny, Catherine of Aragon emerges as
a scholar-queen who steadfastly refused to grant a divorce to her royal husband; Anne Boleyn is
absolved of everything but a sharp tongue and an inability to produce a male heir; and Catherine
Parr is revealed as a religious reformer with the good sense to tack with the treacherous winds of
the Tudor court. And we gain fresh understanding of Jane Seymour's circumspect wisdom, the
touching dignity of Anna of Cleves, and the youthful naivete that led to Katherine Howard's fatal
indiscretions. The Wives of Henry VIII interweaves passion and power, personality and politics, into



a superb work of history.
  making marriage work henry viii: Margaret Tudor Melanie Clegg, 2018 When the thirteen
year old Margaret Tudor, eldest daughter of Henry VII and his wife Elizabeth of York, married King
James IV of Scotland in a magnificent proxy ceremony held at Richmond Palace in January 1503, no
one could have guessed that this pretty, redheaded princess would go on to have a marital career as
dramatic and chequered as that of her younger brother Henry VIII. Left widowed at the age of just
twenty three after her husband was killed by her brother's army at the battle of Flodden, Margaret
was made Regent for her young son and was temporarily the most powerful woman in Scotland -
until she fell in love with the wrong man, lost everything and was forced to flee the country. In a life
that foreshadowed that of her tragic, fascinating granddaughter Mary Queen of Scots, Margaret
hurtled from one disaster to the next and ended her life abandoned by virtually everyone: a victim
both of her own poor life choices and of the simmering hostility between her son, James V and her
brother, Henry VIII.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Autobiography of Henry VIII Margaret George,
2010-04-01 The Autobiography of Henry VIII is the magnificent historical novel that established
Margaret George's career. Evocatively written in the first person as Henry VIII's private journals,
the novel was the product of fifteen years of meticulous research and five handwritten drafts. Much
has been written about the mighty, egotistical Henry VIII: the man who dismantled the Church
because it would not grant him the divorce he wanted; who married six women and beheaded two of
them; who executed his friend Thomas More; who sacked the monasteries; who longed for a son and
neglected his daughters, Mary and Elizabeth; who finally grew fat, disease-ridden, dissolute. Now, in
her magnificent work of storytelling and imagination Margaret George bring us Henry VIII's story as
he himself might have told it, in memoirs interspersed with irreverent comments from his jester and
confident, Will Somers. Brilliantly combining history, wit, dramatic narrative, and an extraordinary
grasp of the pleasures and perils of power, this monumental novel shows us Henry the man more
vividly than he has ever been seen before.
  making marriage work henry viii: Catherine Parr Susan James, 2010-12-26 This title presents
the turbulent life and loves of Henry VIII's sixth wife. Romantic, chaotic, and terrifying, Catherine
Parr's life unfolded like a romance novel. Wed at 17 to the grandson of a confirmed lunatic then
widowed at 20, Catherine chose a Yorkshire lord twice her age as her second husband. Caught up in
the turbulent terrors of the Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536, she was captured by northern rebels, held
hostage, and suffered violence at their hands. Fleeing to the south shortly afterward, Catherine took
refuge in the household of the Princess Mary and in the arms of the king's brother-in-law, Sir
Thomas Seymour. Her employment in Mary's household brought her to the attention of Mary's
father, the unpredictable Henry VIII. Desperately in love with Seymour, Catherine was forced into
marriage with a king whose passion for her could not be hidden and who was determined to make
her his queen.
  making marriage work henry viii: 1536 Suzannah Lipscomb, 2009 The stereotype of Henry
VIII presents us with the image of a corpulent, covetous, and cunning king whose appetite for
worldly goods met few parallels, whose wives met infamously premature ends, and whose religion
was ever political in intent. Moving beyond this caricature, 1536 - focusing on a pivotal year in the
life of the King - reveals a fuller portrait of this complex monarch, detailing the finer shades of
humanity that have so long been overlooked. We discover that in 1536 Henry met many failures -
physical, personal, and political - and emerged from them a different man: a revolutionary new king
who proceeded to transform a nation and reform a religion. A compelling story, 1536 shows what a
profound difference can be made by changing the heart of a king.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Children of Henry VIII John Guy, 2014 The fascinating
family drama of Henry VIII and his four children, re-created from the original sources by best-selling
Tudor historian John Guy
  making marriage work henry viii: The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work John
Gottman, PhD, Nan Silver, 2015-05-05 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Over a million copies



sold! “An eminently practical guide to an emotionally intelligent—and
long-lasting—marriage.”—Daniel Goleman, author of Emotional Intelligence The Seven Principles for
Making Marriage Work has revolutionized the way we understand, repair, and strengthen
marriages. John Gottman’s unprecedented study of couples over a period of years has allowed him to
observe the habits that can make—and break—a marriage. Here is the culmination of that work: the
seven principles that guide couples on a path toward a harmonious and long-lasting relationship.
Straightforward yet profound, these principles teach partners new approaches for resolving
conflicts, creating new common ground, and achieving greater levels of intimacy. Gottman offers
strategies and resources to help couples collaborate more effectively to resolve any problem,
whether dealing with issues related to sex, money, religion, work, family, or anything else. Packed
with new exercises and the latest research out of the esteemed Gottman Institute, this revised
edition of The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work is the definitive guide for anyone who
wants their relationship to attain its highest potential.
  making marriage work henry viii: Under These Restless Skies Lissa Bryan, 2014-02
Journey back in time to Tudor England with a tale of romance, intrigue, and the Celtic legends of the
selkies. Will Somers has spent his life alone, thinking himself unlovable. Emma is a selkie; a creature
of myth and magic, one of the immortal fae-folk of the sea. When Will finds her sleeping on a beach,
he recalls the tales his grandmother told him of selkie maidens taken for wives. He seizes this
unexpected chance to have a wife and family of his own and steals her pelt, binding her to him. Only
when it is willingly returned will she be free. Emma has never experienced life on land and can
barely contain her excitement and curiosity. She has to learn to adapt quickly to human customs, for
Will is headed to the glittering, dangerous court of Henry VIII to serve as the king's fool. It's a world
where careless words can lead to the scaffold and the smallest gesture is loaded with political
implications. Anne Boleyn is charmed by Emma's naivete and soothing selkie magic and wants
Emma for her own fool. Anne is soon to become a wife herself, and the Queen of England. But
wearing the crown does not ensure her own safety, and at Anne's side, Emma becomes entangled in
the dark intrigues of the court, trying to stay afloat in the turbulent seas swept by the storms of the
mercurial king. Can Will protect the woman he loves from the dangers that lurk in every shadow?
Emma uses her selkie magic to soothe the king's temper, and Will uses his humor, but Henry's
moods become increasingly erratic. Theirs is a vocation that provides them some protection, but in
Henry VIII's court, no one is safe. Circa regna tonat: Around the throne, the thunder rolls.
  making marriage work henry viii: Henry VIII and His Court Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree,
1911
  making marriage work henry viii: The Marrying of Anne of Cleves Retha M. Warnicke,
2000-04-13 A study of the marrying of Anne of Cleves to Henry VIII and of sexual court politics.
  making marriage work henry viii: Katherine Parr Queen Catharine Parr (consort of Henry
VIII, King of England), 2011-06-30 To the extent that she is popularly known, Katherine Parr
(1512–48) is the woman who survived King Henry VIII as his sixth and last wife. She merits far
greater recognition, however, on several other fronts. Fluent in French, Italian, and Latin, Parr also
began, out of necessity, to learn Spanish when she ascended to the throne in 1543. As Henry’s wife
and queen of England, she was a noted patron of the arts and music and took a personal interest in
the education of her stepchildren, Princesses Mary and Elizabeth and Prince Edward. Above all, Parr
commands interest for her literary labors: she was the first woman to publish under her own name
in English in England. For this new edition, Janel Mueller has assembled the four publications
attributed to Parr—Psalms or Prayers, Prayers or Meditations, The Lamentation of a Sinner, and a
compilation of prayers and Biblical excerpts written in her hand—as well as her extensive
correspondence, which is collected here for the first time. Mueller brings to this volume a wealth of
knowledge of sixteenth-century English culture. She marshals the impeccable skills of a textual
scholar in rendering Parr’s sixteenth-century English for modern readers and provides useful
background on the circumstances of and references in Parr’s letters and compositions. Given its
scope and ambition, Katherine Parr: Complete Works and Correspondence will be an event for the



English publishing world and will make an immediate contribution to the fields of sixteenth-century
literature, reformation studies, women’s writing, and Tudor politics.
  making marriage work henry viii: The King's Pearl Melita Thomas, 2017-09-15 A
re-examination of Henry VIII's eldest daughter, Mary, and her relationship with her father.
  making marriage work henry viii: Wolf Hall Hilary Mantel, 2020-11-05 Inglaterra, década de
1520. Henry VIII ocupa o trono, mas não tem herdeiros. O cardeal Wolsey, o seu conselheiro
principal, é encarregue de garantir a consumação do divórcio que o papa recusa conceder. É neste
ambiente de desconfiança e de adversidade que surge Thomas Cromwell, primeiro como funcionário
de Wolsey e, mais tarde, como seu sucessor. Thomas Cromwell é um homem verdadeiramente
original. Filho de um ferreiro cruel, é um político genial, intimidante e sedutor, com uma capacidade
subtil e mortal para manipular os outros e as circunstâncias. Impiedoso na perseguição dos seus
próprios interesses, é tão ambicioso na política quanto na vida privada. A sua agenda reformadora é
executada perante um parlamento que atua em benefício próprio e um rei que flutua entre paixões
românticas e acessos de raiva homicida. Escrito por uma das grandes escritoras do nosso tempo,
Wolf Hall é um romance absolutamente singular.
  making marriage work henry viii: Fatal Throne: The Wives of Henry VIII Tell All M. T.
Anderson, Candace Fleming, Stephanie Hemphill, Lisa Ann Sandell, Jennifer Donnelly, Linda Sue
Park, Deborah Hopkinson, 2018-05-01 Perfect for anyone fascinated by the Royal Wedding, Netflix's
The Crown, or Wolf Hall, this is a pitch-perfect reimagining of the romance and tragedy of Henry
VIII and his six wives, told from multiple points of view by some of your favorite authors. If you were
one of King Henry VIII's six wives, who would you be? Would you be Anne Boleyn, who literally lost
her head? Would you be the subject of rumor and scandal like Catherine Howard? Or would you get
away and survive like Anna of Cleves? Meet them and Henry's other queens--each bound for divorce
or death--in this epic and thrilling novel that reads like fantasy but really happened. Watch
spellbound as each of these women attempts to survive their unpredictable king as he grows more
and more obsessed with producing a male heir. And discover how the power-hungry court fanned
the flames of Henry's passions . . . and his most horrible impulses. Whether you're a huge fan of all
things Tudor or new to this jaw-dropping saga, you won't be able to get the unique voices of Henry
and his wives--all brought to life by seven award-winning and bestselling authors--out of your head.
This is an intimate look at the royals during one of the most treacherous times in history. Who will
you root for and who will you love to hate? ONE OF THE NYPL TOP TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR Ambitious and exciting. --Bustle A clever, feminist reimagining of one of English history's most
fascinating moments. --Refinery29 These stories of love, lust, power and intrigue never fail to
fascinate. --Shelf Awareness, Starred Review Who's Who: M. T. Anderson - Henry VIII Candace
Fleming - Katharine of Aragon, wife #1 Stephanie Hemphill - Anne Boleyn, wife #2 Lisa Ann Sandell
- Jane Seymour, wife #3 Jennifer Donnelly - Anna of Cleves, wife #4 Linda Sue Park - Catherine
Howard, wife #5 Deborah Hopkinson - Kateryn Parr, wife #6
  making marriage work henry viii: Anne Boleyn, a King's Obsession Alison Weir, 2017 Henry
VIII is risking his marriage and the political strategies of Cardinal Wolsey in his obsession to marry
Anne Boleyn, who does not welcome the king's advances and loathes the cardinal for breaking her
betrothal to Harry Percy.
  making marriage work henry viii: Young and Damned and Fair Gareth Russell, 2017-04-04
England July 1540: it is one of the hottest summers on record and the court of Henry VIII is
embroiled, once again, in political scandal. Anne Cleves is out. Thomas Cromwell is to be executed
and, in the countryside, an aristocratic teenager named Catherine Howard prepares to become fifth
wife to the increasingly unpredictable monarch... In the five centuries since her death, Catherine
Howard has been dismissed as 'a wanton', 'inconsequential' or a naive victim of her ambitious family,
but the story of her rise and fall offers not only a terrifying and compelling story of an attractive,
vivacious young woman thrown onto the shores of history thanks to a king's infatuation, but an
intense portrait of Tudor monarchy in microcosm: how royal favour was won, granted, exercised,
displayed, celebrated and, at last, betrayed and lost. The story of Catherine Howard is both a very



dark fairy tale and a gripping political scandal.
  making marriage work henry viii: Anne of Cleves Elizabeth Norton, 2009-10-15 The first
major biography of Henry VIII least favourite wife - but the one who outlived them all.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Creation of Anne Boleyn Susan Bordo, 2013-04-09 This
illuminating history examines the life and many legends of the 16th century Queen who was
executed by her husband, King Henry VIII. Part biography, part cultural history, The Creation of
Anne Boleyn is a fascinating reconstruction of Anne’s life and a revealing look at her afterlife in the
popular imagination. Why is her story so compelling? Why has she inspired such extreme reactions?
Was she the flaxen-haired martyr of Romantic paintings or the raven-haired seductress of
twenty-first-century portrayals? (Answer: neither.) But the most provocative question of all concerns
Anne’s death: How could Henry order the execution of a once beloved wife? Drawing on scholarship
and critical analysis, Bordo probes the complexities of one of history’s most infamous relationships.
She then demonstrates how generations of polemicists, biographers, novelists, and filmmakers have
imagined and re-imagined Anne: whore, martyr, cautionary tale, proto “mean girl,” feminist icon,
and everything in between. In The Creation of Anne Boleyn, Bordo steps off the well-trodden paths
of Tudoriana to tease out the human being behind the competing mythologies, paintings, and
on-screen portrayals.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Mistresses of Henry VIII Kelly Hart, 2010-12-26
Seventeen-year-old Henry VIII was 'a youngling, he cares for nothing but girls and hunting.' Over the
years, this didn't change much. Henry was considered a demi-god by his subjects, so each woman he
chose was someone who had managed to stand out in a crowd of stunning ladies. Looking good was
not enough (indeed, many of Henry's lovers were considered unattractive); she had to have
something extra special to keep the king's interest. And Henry's women were every bit as intriguing
as the man himself. In this book, Henry's mistresses are rescued from obscurity. The sixteenth
century was a time of profound changes in religion and society across Europe – and some of Henry's
lovers were at the forefront of influencing these events. Kelly Hart gives an excellent insight into the
love life of our most popular king, and the twelve women who knew the man behind the mask.
  making marriage work henry viii: Henry VII's New Men and the Making of Tudor
England Steven J. Gunn, 2016 Annotation This volume reconstructs the lives of Henry VII's new
men - low-born ministers with legal, financial, political, and military skills who enforced the king's
will as he sought to strengthen government after the Wars of the Roses, examining how they
exercised power, gained wealth, and spent it to sustain their new-found status.
  making marriage work henry viii: Blood Will Tell Kyra Cornelius Kramer, 2012 The author
suggests that it was Henry, not his wives, who was the true source of his difficulty in fathering heirs.
The author and her colleagues unearthed the obstetrical problems that arise from having a Kell
positive progenitor, and the potential complication of McLeod syndrome.
  making marriage work henry viii: Courtship and Constraint Diana O'Hara, 2002-10-04 This
book is the first major study of courtship in early modern England. Courtship was a vitally important
process in early modern England. It was a period of private and public negotiation, often fraught
with anxiety. If completed successfully it brought respectability, the privileges of marriage and
adulthood, and a stable union between socially, economically, and emotionally compatible couples.
Using Kent church court and probate material dating from the 15th to the end of the 16th century,
the book blends historical and anthropological perspectives to suggest novel and exciting
approaches to the making of marriage.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Last Days of Henry VIII Robert Hutchinson,
2011-12-01 After 35 years in power, Henry VIII was a bloated, hideously obese, black-humoured old
man, rarely seen in public. He had striven all his life to ensure the survival of his dynasty by siring
legitimate sons, yet his only male heir was eight-year-old Prince Edward. It was increasingly obvious
that when Henry died, real power in England would be exercised by a regent. The prospect of that
prize spurred the rival court factions into deadly conflict. Robert Hutchinson spent several years in
original archival research. He advances a genuinely new theory of Henry's medical history and the



cause of his death; he has unearthed some fabulous eyewitness material and papers from death
warrants, confessions and even love letters between Katherine Parr and the Lord High Admiral.
  making marriage work henry viii: Tudors: The History of England from Henry VIII to
Elizabeth I Peter Ackroyd, 2013-10-08 Peter Ackroyd, one of Britain's most acclaimed writers,
brings the age of the Tudors to vivid life in this monumental book in his The History of England
series, charting the course of English history from Henry VIII's cataclysmic break with Rome to the
epic rule of Elizabeth I. Rich in detail and atmosphere, Peter Ackroyd's Tudors is the story of Henry
VIII's relentless pursuit of both the perfect wife and the perfect heir; of how the brief reign of the
teenage king, Edward VI, gave way to the violent reimposition of Catholicism and the stench of
bonfires under Bloody Mary. It tells, too, of the long reign of Elizabeth I, which, though marked by
civil strife, plots against the queen and even an invasion force, finally brought stability. Above all,
however, it is the story of the English Reformation and the making of the Anglican Church. At the
beginning of the sixteenth century, England was still largely feudal and looked to Rome for direction;
at its end, it was a country where good governance was the duty of the state, not the church, and
where men and women began to look to themselves for answers rather than to those who ruled
them.
  making marriage work henry viii: Inside the Tudor Court Lauren Mackay, 2014-02-15 A
first-hand perspective on Henry VIII’s court and relationships
  making marriage work henry viii: Anna, Duchess of Cleves Heather R. Darsie, 2019-04-15 A
fresh look at Anne of Cleves’ life as a German noblewoman, and the Continental politics that affected
her marriage. Did the doomed union really cause the fall and execution of Thomas Cromwell?
  making marriage work henry viii: The Life of Elizabeth I Alison Weir, 2013-04-24 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • An intimate, captivating portrait of Queen Elizabeth I that brings the
enigmatic ruler to vivid life, from acclaimed biographer Alison Weir “An extraordinary piece of
historical scholarship.”—The Cleveland Plain Dealer Perhaps the most influential sovereign England
has ever known, Queen Elizabeth I remained an extremely private person throughout her reign,
keeping her own counsel and sharing secrets with no one—not even her closest, most trusted
advisers. Now, in this brilliantly researched, fascinating chronicle, Alison Weir shares provocative
new interpretations and fresh insights on this enigmatic figure. Against a lavish backdrop of
pageantry and passion, intrigue and war, Weir dispels the myths surrounding Elizabeth I and
examines the contradictions of her character. Elizabeth I loved the Earl of Leicester, but did she
conspire to murder his wife? She called herself the Virgin Queen, but how chaste was she through
dozens of liaisons? She never married—was her choice to remain single tied to the chilling fate of
her mother, Anne Boleyn? An enthralling epic, The Life of Elizabeth I is a mesmerizing, stunning
chronicle of a trailblazing monarch.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Tudor Wife Emily Purdy, 2010 A lustful king. A thirst
for power. The terrible price of revenge... Encompassing the reigns of four of Henry's wives, from
the doomed Anne to the reckless Katherine Howard, The Tudor Wife is an unforgettable story of
ambition, lust, and jealousy. When we meet the shy, plain Lady Jane Parker, she feels out of place in
Henry VIII's court, which is filled with glamour and intrigue. Then she meets the handsome George
Boleyn and becomes overjoyed when her father arranges a match... until she meets Anne. George
Boleyn is completely devoted to his sister Anne; and as Anne's circle of admirers grows, so does
Jane's resentment. Becoming Henry's queen makes Anne the most powerful woman in England; but
it also makes her vulnerable, as the King is desperate for an heir. When he begins to tire of his
mercurial wife, the stage is set for the ultimate betrayal...
  making marriage work henry viii: The Queen's Mistake Diane Haeger, 2009-10-06 From
the author of The Secret Bride, the tragic tale of the fifth wife of Henry VIII. When the young and
beautiful Catherine Howard becomes the fifth wife of the fifty-year-old King Henry VIII, she seems to
be on top of the world. Yet her reign is destined to be brief and heartbreaking, as she is forced to do
battle with enemies far more powerful and calculating than she could have ever anticipated in a
court where one wrong move could mean her undoing. Wanting only love, Catherine is compelled to



deny her heart's desire in favor of her family's ambition. But in so doing, she unwittingly gives those
who sought to bring her down a most effective weapon—her own romantic past. The Queen's
Mistake is the tragic tale of one passionate and idealistic woman who struggles to negotiate the
intrigue of the court and the yearnings of her heart.
  making marriage work henry viii: Jane Seymour Elizabeth Norton, 2009-05-15 The first ever
biography of Jane Seymour, Henry VIII's third wife, who died in childbirth giving the king what he
craved most - a son and heir.
  making marriage work henry viii: Secrets of the Tudor Court D.L. Bogdan, 2010-05-01 When
young Mary Howard receives the news that she will be leaving her home for the grand court of King
Henry VIII, to attend his mistress Anne Boleyn, she is ecstatic. Everything Anne touches seems to
turn to gold, and Mary is certain Anne will one day become Queen. But Mary has also seen the
King's fickle nature and how easily he discards those who were once close to him. . . Discovering
that she is a pawn in a carefully orchestrated plot devised by her father, the duke of Norfolk, Mary
dare not disobey him. Yet despite all of her efforts to please him, she too falls prey to his cold wrath.
Not until she becomes betrothed to Harry Fitzroy, the Duke of Richmond and son to King Henry VIII,
does Mary finds the love and approval she's been seeking. But just when Mary believes she is finally
free of her father, the tides turn. Now Mary must learn to play her part well in a dangerous chess
game that could change her life--and the course of history. A beautifully written story with wonderful
attention to detail. I loved the book. --Diane Haeger, author of The Queen's Mistake Throbs with
intensity as it lays bare the secret delights of Tudor court life and the sudden, lethal terrors. A tale of
innocence and ruthless ambition locked in a love-hate embrace. --Barbara Kyle, author of The King's
Daughter D.L Bogan is a history major, aiming for a master's so that she might lecture one day. She
is also a musician with classical voice training who has been playing keyboards and singing in bands
since she was 18. She also enjoys reading, traveling, summer activities, spending time with family
and friends, and researching her next novel! She makes her home in central Wisconsin.
  making marriage work henry viii: The Merchant of Venice William Shakespeare, 1917
  making marriage work henry viii: The Princes In The Tower Alison Weir, 2011-04-18 The
story of the death, in sinister circumstances, of the boy-king Edward V and his younger brother
Richard, Duke of York, is one of the most fascinating murder mysteries in English history. It is a tale
with profound moral and social consequences, rich in drama, intrigue, treason, scandal and violence.
In this gripping book Alison Weir re-examines all the evidence - including that against the Princes'
uncle, Richard III, whose body was recently discovered beneath a Leicester car park. She brilliantly
reconstructs the whole chain of events leading to their murder and reveals how, why and by whose
order they died.
  making marriage work henry viii: Burghley Stephen Alford, 2008 William Cecil, Lord
Burghley (1520–1598), was the closest adviser to England’s Queen Elizabeth I and—as this revealing
and provocative biography shows—he was the driving force behind the Queen's reign for four
decades. Cecil’s impact on the development of the English state was deep and personal. A
committed Protestant, he guided domestic and foreign affairs with the confidence of his religious
conviction. Believing himself the divinely instigated protector of his monarch, he felt able to disobey
her direct commands. He was uncompromising, obsessive, and supremely self-assured—a cunning
politician as well as a consummate servant. This comprehensive biography gives proper weight to
Cecil's formative years, his subtle navigation of the reigns of Edward VI and Mary I, his lifelong
enmity with Mary Queen of Scots, and his obsession with family dynasty. It also provides a fresh
account of Elizabeth I and her reign, uncovering limitations and concerns about invasions,
succession, and conspiracy. Intimate, authoritative, and enormously readable, this book redefines
our understanding of the Elizabethan period.
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