
Musical Passage For Practice

Finding the Perfect Musical Passage for Practice: A
Guide for Musicians of All Levels

Are you looking to elevate your musical skills but struggling to find the right practice material? The
search for the perfect musical passage for practice can feel overwhelming. This comprehensive
guide will help you navigate that search, offering tips on selecting appropriate pieces, understanding
effective practice techniques, and maximizing your practice time for significant improvement. We'll
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explore various factors to consider, from your skill level and instrument to your specific goals and
musical preferences. Let's unlock your musical potential!

Choosing the Right Musical Passage: Factors to
Consider

Selecting the right musical passage for practice is crucial for effective learning. Don't just grab any
piece; consider these key factors:

1. Your Current Skill Level: Honest Self-Assessment is Key

Begin by honestly assessing your current abilities. Choosing a piece that's too challenging will lead
to frustration and slow progress. Start with passages slightly above your comfort zone but still
attainable. Focus on mastering the fundamentals before tackling advanced techniques. If you're a
beginner, simple scales, arpeggios, or short, melodic phrases are excellent starting points.
Intermediate players can explore more complex rhythms and harmonies, while advanced musicians
can tackle virtuosic passages and challenging etudes.

2. Specific Technical Goals: Targeting Your Weaknesses

What areas of your playing need improvement? Are you struggling with rhythm, intonation,
articulation, or a specific technique? Choose passages that directly address these weaknesses. For
example, if your rhythm is inconsistent, focus on pieces with syncopated rhythms or complex time
signatures. If your intonation is off, choose exercises focusing on intervallic accuracy. Tailoring your
practice to your specific needs ensures targeted improvement.

3. Musical Genre and Style Preferences: Keep it Engaging!

Practicing shouldn't be a chore. Select musical passages that you genuinely enjoy playing. This will
keep you motivated and engaged throughout the practice process. Explore different genres and
styles to broaden your musical horizons and develop your versatility as a musician. If you love
classical music, explore Bach inventions or Chopin études. If you prefer jazz, work on blues scales
and improvisational exercises.



4. Length and Complexity: Progressive Practice is Essential

Start with shorter, less complex passages and gradually increase the length and difficulty as you
progress. This avoids overwhelming yourself and allows for consistent improvement. Breaking down
longer pieces into smaller, manageable sections is a highly effective strategy. Focus on mastering
each section before moving on to the next.

Effective Practice Techniques for Musical Passages

Once you've chosen your musical passage for practice, utilizing effective techniques is crucial for
maximizing your progress:

1. Slow and Steady Wins the Race: The Power of Slow Practice

Start by practicing the passage at a tempo significantly slower than the intended speed. This allows
you to focus on accuracy, precision, and proper technique without rushing. Gradually increase the
tempo as you master the passage at slower speeds.

2. Sectioned Practice: Breaking Down Complexity

Divide the passage into smaller, manageable sections. Master each section individually before
connecting them. This helps identify specific problem areas and allows for focused practice.

3. Repetition with Intention: Mindful Repetition

Repetition is key, but mindless repetition is ineffective. Pay close attention to every detail – your
posture, finger placement, bowing technique (for string players), breath control (for wind players),
and tone quality. Each repetition should be a chance for refinement.

4. Recording and Self-Assessment: Objective Evaluation

Record yourself playing the passage and listen back critically. This provides an objective perspective
on your performance, highlighting areas that need improvement. You'll be surprised by what you
hear that you might not notice while playing.



5. Regular Breaks and Active Listening: Avoid Burnout

Take regular breaks during your practice sessions to avoid burnout and maintain focus. Incorporate
active listening by listening to recordings of professional musicians playing the same passage. This
helps improve your understanding of phrasing, dynamics, and overall musical interpretation.

Conclusion

Finding the right musical passage for practice is a crucial step in your musical journey. By carefully
considering your skill level, technical goals, musical preferences, and implementing effective
practice techniques, you can unlock your full potential and achieve significant progress. Remember
that consistent, focused practice is key to mastering any musical passage. Embrace the process, and
enjoy the rewarding journey of musical development!

FAQs

1. How often should I practice musical passages?

Consistency is key. Aim for daily practice sessions, even if they're short. Regular, shorter sessions
are often more effective than infrequent, long ones.

2. What if I get stuck on a particular section?

Break down the challenging section into even smaller units. Practice slowly, focusing on each note
and its surrounding context. Consider seeking feedback from a teacher or experienced musician.

3. Are there online resources to find musical passages for practice?

Yes! Numerous websites and online platforms offer sheet music, etudes, and exercises for various
instruments and skill levels. Search for "sheet music for [your instrument]" or "etudes for [your
instrument]" to find relevant resources.

4. How do I choose between different versions of the same piece?

Consider the edition's level of difficulty and the specific arrangement. Some editions might be
simpler or more challenging than others. Read reviews or consult with a teacher to make an
informed decision.

5. Is it important to memorize the musical passage?

Memorization can enhance your performance and free you to focus on musical expression. However,



it's not always necessary, especially when initially learning a new piece. Focus on mastering the
passage first before considering memorization.

  musical passage for practice: The Music Lesson Victor L. Wooten, 2008-04-01 From
Grammy-winning musical icon and legendary bassist Victor L. Wooten comes an inspiring parable of
music, life, and the difference between playing all the right notes…and feeling them. The Music
Lesson is the story of a struggling young musician who wanted music to be his life, and who wanted
his life to be great. Then, from nowhere it seemed, a teacher arrived. Part musical genius, part
philosopher, part eccentric wise man, the teacher would guide the young musician on a spiritual
journey, and teach him that the gifts we get from music mirror those from life, and every movement,
phrase, and chord has its own meaning...All you have to do is find the song inside. “The best book on
music (and its connection to the mystic laws of life) that I've ever read. I learned so much on every
level.”—Multiple Grammy Award–winning saxophonist Michael Brecker
  musical passage for practice: CelloMind Hans Jørgen Jensen, Minna Rose Chung, 2017-11-03
CelloMind is a two-part pedagogical method book that focuses on intonation and left-hand cello
technique. The coauthors of the book are Hans Jørgen Jensen, Professor of cello at the Bienen
School of Music at Northwestern University and Minna Rose Chung, Associate Professor of Cello at
the Desautels Faculty of Music at the University of Manitoba. Part I: Intonation. The mystery of
intonation is revealed by defining and explaining the scientific principles that govern it. To know and
understand how to combine the three primary intonation systems has never before been expounded
in a methodology publication--and for good reason. Playing with exquisite intonation has mostly been
reserved for those who possess a strong intuitive sense; however, CelloMind breaks down this taboo
using a systematic approach with a highly attuned manner. The three systems of intonation that
string players most commonly use today--equal temperament, just intonation, and Pythagorean
tuning--are each explored and explained in great detail. All chapters in the book include many
practical samples and listening exercises that bridge the gap between the theory and its application.
The chapters on intonation conclude with practical examples from the following repertoire:
Intonation Performance Practice in the Bach Solo Cello Suites and Intonation Performance Practice
with Piano. Part II: Left-Hand Technique. The left-hand technique chapters in this section
complement the study of intonation by providing a solid foundation of skills for essential cello
playing. The topics and exercises have been selected to cover a wide range of technical skills that
include playing with a light left-hand touch, speed, coordination, balanced vibrato, agility, finger
independence, and efficient shifting. Original exercises developed for students over many years have
also been incorporated into these chapters, as well as studies from Julius Klengel, Bernhard
Cossmann, Louis R. Feuillard, Jean-Louis Duport, Yakov Rosenthal, and Fritz Albert Christian
Rudinger.
  musical passage for practice: The Musician's Way : A Guide to Practice, Performance, and
Wellness Gerald Klickstein, 2009-08-06 In The Musician's Way, veteran performer and educator
Gerald Klickstein combines the latest research with his 30 years of professional experience to
provide aspiring musicians with a roadmap to artistic excellence. Part I, Artful Practice, describes
strategies to interpret and memorize compositions, fuel motivation, collaborate, and more. Part II,
Fearless Performance, lifts the lid on the hidden causes of nervousness and shows how musicians
can become confident performers. Part III, Lifelong Creativity, surveys tactics to prevent
music-related injuries and equips musicians to tap their own innate creativity. Written in a
conversational style, The Musician's Way presents an inclusive system for all instrumentalists and
vocalists to advance their musical abilities and succeed as performing artists.
  musical passage for practice: Twentieth-century Music Theory and Practice Edward Pearsall,
2012 Twentieth-Century Music Theory and Practice introduces a number of tools for analyzing a
wide range of twentieth-century musical styles and genres. It includes discussions of harmony,
scales, rhythm, contour, post-tonal music, set theory, the twelve-tone method, and modernism.



Recent developments involving atonal voice leading, K-nets, nonlinearity, and neo-Reimannian
transformations are also engaged. While many of the theoretical tools for analyzing twentieth
century music have been devised to analyze atonal music, they may also provide insight into a much
broader array of styles. This text capitalizes on this idea by using the theoretical devices associated
with atonality to explore music inclusive of a large number of schools and contains examples by such
stylistically diverse composers as Paul Hindemith, George Crumb, Ellen Taffe Zwilich, Steve Reich,
Michael Torke, Philip Glass, Alexander Scriabin, Ernest Bloch, Igor Stravinsky, Béla Bartók, Sergei
Prokofiev, Arnold Schoenberg, Claude Debussy, György Ligeti, and Leonard Bernstein. This textbook
also provides a number of analytical, compositional, and written exercises. The aural skills
supplement and online aural skills trainer on the companion website allow students to use
theoretical concepts as the foundation for analytical listening. Access additional resources and
online material here: http: //www.twentiethcenturymusictheoryandpractice.net and https:
//www.motivichearing.com/.
  musical passage for practice: Performance Practice in the Music of Steve Reich Russell
Hartenberger, 2016-10-06 A performer's perspective on Reich's compositions which explores the
techniques developed by musicians to bring his compositions to life.
  musical passage for practice: IPractice Jennifer Mishra, Barbara Fast (Pianist), 2019 This
book provides new practical tools that bridge the gap between familiar, easy-to-use technology and
musical practice to enhance musicianship and motivate students. Authors Jennifer Mishra and
Barbara Fast provide ideas for use with students of all levels, from beginners to musicians
performing advanced repertoire. This book is written for teachers (both studio teachers and
ensemble directors), but can be read by performers to help give new guidance to their own practice
sessions. Some strategies in this book would not have been possible without advances in technology;
others expand tried-and-true practice strategies with the use of technology. Most of the technologies
discussed are free or inexpensive and don't require extensive specialist equipment or learning.
Rather than replacing quality practice strategies, technology brings new tools to the practicing tool
box. The strategies lay the foundation for how technology can be used in the practice room and are
intended to spark creativity. The book encourages teachers and students to vary the integration of
practice strategies with technology in personal ways to fit their own studios or practice routines.
This book is all about exploring our musical practice through technology. The ideas in this book will
invigorate your musical practice and lead to even more creativity between you and your students
  musical passage for practice: Literary Passages - Close Reading, Grade 3 Marcia Miller,
Martin Lee, 2016 High-interest reproducible literary passages provide text-marking practice that
helps students read closely, build comprehension skills, and meet higher standards!
  musical passage for practice: The Psychology of Teaching and Learning Music Edward
R. McClellan, 2023-06-13 The Psychology of Teaching and Learning Music introduces readers to the
key theoretical principles, concepts, and research findings about learning and how these concepts
and principles can be applied in the music classroom. Beginning with an overview of the study of
teaching and learning, and moving through applying theory to practice, and reflective practice in the
process of personal growth, this text focuses on music learning theories, behavioral approaches,
cognitive, social-cognitive development, and constructive views of learning. It includes culture and
community, learning differences, motivation, effective curricular design, assessment, and how to
create learning environments, illustrated by practical case studies, projects, exercises, and photos.
Showing students how to apply the psychology theory and research in practice as music educators,
this book provides a valuable resource for undergraduate and graduate music education students
and faculty.
  musical passage for practice: The Practice of Popular Music Trevor de Clercq, 2024-09-23
The Practice of Popular Music is a music theory and musicianship textbook devoted to explaining the
organization of contemporary popular music styles such as pop, rock, R&B, rap, and country. Rooted
in recent research showing that the structure of popular music differs from classical music in
important ways, this textbook offers an approach to teaching music theory that is fully oriented



around popular and commercial genres. Beginning with fundamentals and requiring no previous
training in music theory or notation, this book eventually guides the reader through a range of
advanced topics, including chromatic mixture, secondary chord function, complex time signatures,
and phrase organization. Each chapter develops concepts in tandem with aural comprehension, and
the included exercises balance written tasks with listening activities. A companion website provides
links to playlists of the music discussed in the book. With an innovative approach designed to
broaden the reach of music theory coursework to a wide range of students, including non-majors and
those in modern music degree programs such as audio engineering, songwriting, and music
business, this textbook enables readers to gain a deep understanding of music theory in the context
of popular music.
  musical passage for practice: A New Approach to Sight Singing Sol Berkowitz, Gabriel
Fontrier, Leo Kraft, 1986 Now in its Fourth Edition, A New Approach to Sight Singing continues to
lead the pack with its innovative and class-tested method of teaching the four-semester sight singing
sequence. The authors new approach places the act of singing melodies at sight within the context of
musicianship as a whole.
  musical passage for practice: Song Sheets to Software Elizabeth C. Axford, 2004 This second
edition of Song Sheets to Software includes completely revised and updated listings of music
software, instructional media, and music-related Internet Web sites of use to all musicians, whether
hobbyist or professional. This book is a particularly valuable resource for the private studio and
classroom music teacher.
  musical passage for practice: Music , 1901
  musical passage for practice: Music on Your Mind Amy M. Simpson,
  musical passage for practice: Musical Standard , 1928
  musical passage for practice: MENC Handbook of Research on Music Learning Richard
Colwell, Peter Richard Webster, 2011-11-23 This Handbook summarizes the latest research on music
learning consisting of new topics and up-dates from the New Handbook of Music Teaching and
Learning (Oxford, 2002). Chapters are written by expert researchers in music teaching and learning,
creating research summaries that will be useful for practitioners as well as beginning and advanced
researchers.
  musical passage for practice: The Mindful Musician Vanessa Cornett, 2019-05-28 In The
Mindful Musician: Mental Skills for Peak Performance, author Vanessa Cornett offers guidelines to
help musicians cultivate artistic vision, objectivity, freedom, quiet awareness, and self-compassion,
both on- and offstage in order to become more resilient performers. Contrary to modern culture's
embrace of busyness and divided attention, Cornett's contemplative techniques provide greater
space for artistic self-expression and satisfaction. With the aid of a companion website that includes
audio files and downloadable templates, The Mindful Musician provides a method to promote
attentional focus, self-assessment, emotional awareness, and creativity. The first of its kind to
combine mindfulness practices with research in cognitive and sport psychology, this book helps
musicians explore the roots of anxiety and other challenges related to performance, all through the
deliberate focus of awareness.
  musical passage for practice: Music William Smythe Babcock Mathews, 1901
  musical passage for practice: Preparatory Exercises Aloys Schmitt, 1922
  musical passage for practice: Transformational Music Teaching Edna B. Chun, George S.T.
Chu, 2023-08-31 Designed as a practical resource, this book examines transformational and
inclusive approaches to the teaching of music at the postsecondary level based on first-person
interviews with renowned musicians and their students. At the heart of the study are musical/artistic
perspectives and pedagogical approaches from leading artists and the insights of their students on
the impact of the teaching and mentoring process. Through case studies with renowned musicians
and their protégés, the book identifies common themes in teaching and mentoring across classical
and jazz performance. Each case study is a master class with the artist that offers insight into the
evolution of the individual’s musical career, their approach to teaching, and specific strategies for



navigating the complexities of the music business environment. With remarkable candor, artists and
their protégés share how they navigated significant obstacles in their career journeys. Including
overcoming performance anxiety, disability and injury, lack of financial support, difficulty obtaining
an agent and recording contracts, country location and stereotypes based on gender and nationality.
The book serves as an important resource for music educators by offering concrete approaches to
mentoring talented students, while also sharing specific strategies for aspiring professional
musicians seeking to forge a career in a highly competitive musical market.
  musical passage for practice: John Holt Adam Dickerson, 2019-05-17 This is the first-ever
book to offer an analytical study of John Holt’s philosophy of education. It provides a clear analysis
and critical evaluation of the key themes in his work, considers the main objections to his views, and
discusses their relation to the contemporary homeschooling movement. The book examines Holt’s
critique of compulsory education and his account of the relationships between learning, freedom,
intelligence and character. It argues that Holt’s works contain a philosophically rich critique of
instrumentalism in education, and thus continue to represent a significant challenge to many
mainstream views on education today. Given its scope, the book will be of interest to anyone who
wants to understand Holt’s work and influence as a critic of compulsory schooling; educators and
education students; philosophers of education; and those seeking a better grasp of the ideas behind
unschooling and homeschooling.
  musical passage for practice: Raising Musical Kids Robert A. Cutietta, 2013 Does music make
kids smarter? At what age should a child begin music lessons? Where should you purchase an
instrument? What should parents expect from a child's teachers and lessons? How can you get kids
to practice? Raising Musical Kids answers these and many other questions as it guides parents
through everything from assembling a listening library for kids, to matching a child's personality
with an instrument's personality, to finding musical resources in your community. Knowing that
children can—and often do—get most of their music education from their school, parent and
educator Robert Cutietta explores the features and benefits of elementary and secondary school
programs, and shows how parents can work with the schools to provide the best possible music
program. Throughout the book, Cutietta emphasizes the joy of participating in music for its own
sake. The first edition of Raising Musical Kids delighted and informed parents to equal degrees, and
this fully-revised second edition is a book that parents everywhere will treasure as a complete road
map for developing their child's musical abilities.
  musical passage for practice: Musical Representations, Subjects, and Objects Jairo
Moreno, 2004-12-21 Jairo Moreno adapts the methodologies and nomenclature of Foucault's
archaeology of knowledge and applies it through individual case studies to the theoretical writings
of Zarlino, Descartes, Rameau, and Weber. His conclusion summarizes the conditions -- musical,
philosophical, and historical -- that make a certain form of thought about music necessary and
possible at the time it emerges. Musical Meaning and Interpretation -- Robert S. Hatten, editor
  musical passage for practice: Musical Observer , 1926
  musical passage for practice: The Musician , 1925
  musical passage for practice: Music in the Human Experience Donald A. Hodges, 2019-10-07
Music in the Human Experience: An Introduction to Music Psychology, Second Edition, is geared
toward music students yet incorporates other disciplines to provide an explanation for why and how
we make sense of music and respond to it—cognitively, physically, and emotionally. All human
societies in every corner of the globe engage in music. Taken collectively, these musical experiences
are widely varied and hugely complex affairs. How did human beings come to be musical creatures?
How and why do our bodies respond to music? Why do people have emotional responses to music?
Music in the Human Experience seeks to understand and explain these phenomena at the core of
what it means to be a human being. New to this edition: Expanded references and examples of
non-Western musical styles Updated literature on philosophical and spiritual issues Brief sections on
tuning systems and the acoustics of musical instruments A section on creativity and improvisation in
the discussion of musical performance New studies in musical genetics Greatly increased usage of



explanatory figures
  musical passage for practice: Harmony in Tonal Music: Chromatic practices Joel Lester, 1982
  musical passage for practice: Music Theory for the Music Professional Richard Sorce,
1995-01-01 Written as a music theory text that not only addresses the important fundamental syntax
of music in the classical sense but also relates this syntax to current practices and styles, this book
should be particularly well-suited to musicians focusing on aspects of the music business and of
popular culture.
  musical passage for practice: Etude Theodore Presser, 1886 Includes music.
  musical passage for practice: The Natural Classical Guitar Lee F. Ryan, 1991
  musical passage for practice: Antithetical Arts Peter Kivy, 2011-03-03 Antithetical Arts
constitutes a defence of musical formalism against those who would put literary interpretations on
the absolute music canon. In Part I, the historical origins of both the literary interpretation of
absolute music and musical formalism are laid out. In Part II, specific attempts to put literary
interpretations on various works of the absolute music canon are examined and criticized. Finally, in
Part III, the question is raised as to what the human significance of absolute music is, if it does not
lie in its representational or narrative content. The answer is that, as yet, philosophy has no answer,
and that the question should be considered an important one for philosophers of art to consider, and
to try to answer without appeal to representational or narrative content.
  musical passage for practice: With Reference to Reference Catherine Z. Elgin, 1983-01-01
Systematizes and develops in a comprehensive study Nelson Goodman's philosophy of language. The
Goodman-Elgin point of view is important and sophisticated, and deals with a number of issues, such
as metaphor, ignored by most other theories. --John R. Perry, Stanford University
  musical passage for practice: Digital Sound Studies Mary Caton Lingold, Darren Mueller,
Whitney Trettien, 2018-10-04 The digital turn has created new opportunities for scholars across
disciplines to use sound in their scholarship. This volume’s contributors provide a blueprint for
making sound central to research, teaching, and dissemination. They show how digital sound studies
has the potential to transform silent, text-centric cultures of communication in the humanities into
rich, multisensory experiences that are more inclusive of diverse knowledges and abilities. Drawing
on multiple disciplines—including rhetoric and composition, performance studies, anthropology,
history, and information science—the contributors to Digital Sound Studies bring digital humanities
and sound studies into productive conversation while probing the assumptions behind the use of
digital tools and technologies in academic life. In so doing, they explore how sonic experience might
transform our scholarly networks, writing processes, research methodologies, pedagogies, and
knowledges of the archive. As they demonstrate, incorporating sound into scholarship is thus not
only feasible but urgently necessary. Contributors. Myron M. Beasley, Regina N. Bradley, Steph
Ceraso, Tanya Clement, Rebecca Dowd Geoffroy-Schwinden, W. F. Umi Hsu, Michael J. Kramer,
Mary Caton Lingold, Darren Mueller, Richard Cullen Rath, Liana M. Silva, Jonathan Sterne, Jennifer
Stoever, Jonathan W. Stone, Joanna Swafford, Aaron Trammell, Whitney Trettien
  musical passage for practice: Mind and Body , 1933
  musical passage for practice: Practical Hints on Playing the Trombone Paul Tanner, Practical
Hints is a unique and highly informative series developed to answer the many questions raised by
the beginning student as well as the more advanced musician. Designed for individual use, the
Practical Hints books cover such vital topics as care and maintenance, reeds and mouthpieces,
playing position, embouchure, tuning, tonguing, tone quality, range, and practice methodology. Each
book has been written by a nationally known instrumental specialist in collaboration with James D.
Ployhar. Serving as a handy and informative guide, an appropriate Practical Hints book should be in
every musician's library.
  musical passage for practice: The Teaching of Instrumental Music Richard J. Colwell, Michael
P. Hewitt, 2024-11-14 The Teaching of Instrumental Music, Sixth Edition, introduces music
education majors to basic instrumental pedagogy for the instruments and ensembles commonly
found in the elementary and secondary curricula. It focuses on the core competencies required for



teacher certification in instrumental music, with the pervasive philosophy to assist teachers as they
develop an instrumental music program based on understanding and respecting all types of music.
Parts I and II focus on essential issues for a successful instrumental program, presenting first the
history and foundations, followed by effective strategies in administrative tasks and classroom
teaching. Parts III, IV, and V are devoted to the skills and techniques of woodwind, brass and
percussion, and string instruments. In all, The Teaching of Instrumental Music is the complete
reference for the beginning instrumental teacher, commonly retained in a student’s professional
library for its unique and comprehensive coverage. This Sixth Edition includes: Streamlined
language and improved layout throughout, making this edition more concise and accessible to
students. Updated content throughout, including insights from current research for curriculum
development, coverage of current law and policy changes that impact the classroom, contemporary
motivational strategies, and more information on the history of African-American and all-female
music ensembles. Updated references, photos, lists of artists, and online resources.
  musical passage for practice: Integrated Practice Pedro de Alcantara, 2011 To be a musician
is to speak music. When you have something to say and the means to say it, your gestures and
sounds become both meaningful and free. Offering an innovative, comprehensive approach to
musicians' health and wellbeing, Integrated Practice gives you the tools to combine total-body
awareness with a deep and practical understanding of the rhythmic structure of the musical
language, so that you can use the musical text itself as your guide toward psychophysical and
creative freedom. The book shows you how to establish an imaginative dialogue between the
relatively inflexible structure of music and your individual personality as a singer, instrumentalist, or
conductor, and it explains how you can use the acoustic phenomenon of the harmonic series to make
big, beautiful sounds with little muscular effort. Integrated Practice comes with more than a
hundred and fifty exercises demonstrated by video and audio clips on an extensive companion
website that will inform your daily practice, improvising, rehearsing, and performing. With this array
of resources for every learning style, Integrated Practice is the essential handbook to personal
achievement in successful, expressive musical performance.
  musical passage for practice: Developing the Musician Mary Stakelum, 2016-04-22 To what
extent does research on musical development impact on educational practices in school and the
community? Do musicians from classical and popular traditions develop their identities in different
ways? What do teachers and learners take into consideration when assessing progress? This book
takes a fresh look at 'the musician' and what constitutes 'development' within the fields of music
psychology and music education. In doing so, it explores the relationship between formative
experiences and the development of the musician in a range of music education settings. It includes
the perspectives of classroom teachers, popular musicians, classical musicians and music educators
in higher education. Drawn from an international community of experienced educators and
researchers, the contributors offer a range of approaches to research. From life history through
classroom observation to content analysis, each section offers competing and complementary
perspectives on contemporary practice. The book is an essential resource for musicians, educators,
researchers and policy makers, offering insight into the reality of practice from those working within
established traditions - such as the conservatoire and school settings - and from those who are
currently emerging as significant forces in the fields of popular music education and community
music.
  musical passage for practice: Every Brain Needs Music Lawrence Sherman, Dennis Plies,
2023-05-16 Whenever a person engages with music—when a piano student practices a scale, a jazz
saxophonist riffs on a melody, a teenager sobs to a sad song, or a wedding guest gets down on the
dance floor—countless neurons are firing. Playing an instrument requires all of the resources of the
nervous system, including cognitive, sensory, and motor functions. Composition and improvisation
are remarkable demonstrations of the brain’s capacity for creativity. Something as seemingly simple
as listening to a tune involves mental faculties most of us don’t even realize we have. Larry S.
Sherman, a neuroscientist and lifelong musician, and Dennis Plies, a professional musician and



teacher, collaborate to show how our brains and music work in harmony. They consider music in all
the ways we encounter it—teaching, learning, practicing, listening, composing, improvising, and
performing—in terms of neuroscience as well as music pedagogy, showing how the brain functions
and even changes in the process. Every Brain Needs Music draws on leading behavioral, cellular,
and molecular neuroscience research as well as surveys of more than a hundred musical people. It
provides new perspectives on learning to play, teaching, how to practice and perform, the ways we
react to music, and why the brain benefits from musical experiences. Written for both musical and
nonmusical people, including newcomers to brain science, this book is a lively and easy-to-read
exploration of the neuroscience of music and its significance in our lives.
  musical passage for practice: Musical Terms Worldwide Jan Laurens Hartong, 2006 Over
1500 entries covering and exploring Eastern and Western musical cultures, spanning from Europe to
India and Japan; from Indonesia and Oceania to South and North America, a wide range of
definitions, descriptions and identifications of musical terms from ancient to contemporary music,
from popular to classic, from world music to jazz. Essays on the music of India, North America, Latin
America, Africa, East Asia, South Asia, the Islamic world, European folk and traditional music,
Pop/Rock, Jazz, and the European classical music.
  musical passage for practice: Music and Consciousness 2 Ruth Herbert, David Clarke, Eric
Clarke, 2019-04-04 Consciousness has been described as one of the most mysterious things in the
universe. Scientists, philosophers, and commentators from a whole range of disciplines can't seem to
agree on what it is, generating a sizeable field of contemporary research known as consciousness
studies. Following its forebear Music and Consciousness: Philosophical, Psychological and Cultural
Perspectives (OUP, 2011), this volume argues that music can provide a valuable route to
understanding consciousness, and also that consciousness opens up new perspectives for the study
of music. It argues that consciousness extends beyond the brain, and is fundamentally related to
selves engaged in the world, culture, and society. The book brings together an interdisciplinary line
up of authors covering topics as wide ranging as cognitive psychology, neuroscience,
psychoanalysis, philosophy and phenomenology, aesthetics, sociology, ethnography, and
performance studies and musical styles from classic to rock, trance to Daoism, jazz to tabla, and
deep listening to free improvisation. Music and Consciousness 2 will be fasinating reading for those
studying or working in the field of musicology, those researching consciousness as well as cultural
theorists, psychologists, and philosophers.
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