Omega Psi Phi Shield History

Omega Psi Phi Shield History: A Deep Dive into the
Fraternity's Iconic Symbol

The sleek, bold design of the Omega Psi Phi shield is instantly recognizable to those familiar with
historically Black fraternities and sororities. More than just a logo, it's a powerful symbol steeped in
history, representing the values and ideals of this esteemed organization. This comprehensive guide
delves into the fascinating history of the Omega Psi Phi shield, exploring its design elements,
symbolism, and the story behind its creation. We'll uncover the meaning behind its intricate details
and how it has evolved over time, solidifying its place as a cornerstone of the fraternity's identity.
Prepare to be enlightened on the rich history interwoven within this iconic emblem.

The Genesis of the Omega Psi Phi Shield: Unveiling the Design

The Omega Psi Phi fraternity, founded in 1911 at Howard University, needed a symbol to visually
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represent its principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift. The initial design
process, unfortunately, lacks detailed documentation, leaving some aspects of its origin shrouded in
mystery. However, we know that the final design - a shield emblazoned with a central crest - was
carefully considered to reflect the fraternity’s core values. The shield itself, a classic heraldic form,
suggests protection and strength, embodying the fraternity's commitment to its members.

Deciphering the Symbolism: Unveiling the Hidden Meanings

The central crest of the Omega Psi Phi shield is arguably its most striking feature. Let's break down
the key elements and their significance:

The Greek Letters: The prominent Greek letters "QW®" (Omega, Psi, Phi) are the most obvious
element, representing the fraternity's name and forming the foundation of its identity.

The Scroll: The scroll beneath the Greek letters is often interpreted as a symbol of scholarship and
learning, reflecting the fraternity's emphasis on academic excellence. The words inscribed on the
scroll (if visible in a specific depiction) might vary, but the core message remains constant.

The Three Stars: The three stars positioned above the Greek letters are often associated with the
three founding principles of the fraternity (Manhood, Scholarship, and Uplift). While sources differ
on the precise interpretation, these stars universally represent the high ideals the organization
strives for.

The Shield's Shape and Color: The shield's shape, color, and overall composition contribute to the
overall symbolism. The specific shades and the choice of a shield shape are thought to represent
strength, unity and protection of members.

Evolution and Variations of the Omega Psi Phi Shield

Over the years, there have been minor variations in the representation of the Omega Psi Phi shield.
These are generally subtle alterations in the overall aesthetic, color schemes, or level of detail, often
stemming from different printing techniques or artistic interpretations. However, the core elements
- the Greek letters, the scroll, and the stars - remain consistent, ensuring the symbol's
recognizability and continuity.

The Shield's Significance in Modern Context

Today, the Omega Psi Phi shield remains a powerful and deeply meaningful symbol for the fraternity.
It serves as a reminder of its rich history, its founding principles, and the enduring commitment to
its members. The shield is prominently displayed at fraternity events, on paraphernalia, and in
various other contexts, serving as a visual embodiment of the fraternity's legacy and its continued
relevance. It fosters a sense of belonging, pride, and shared identity among its members, past and



present.

The Enduring Legacy: More Than Just a Symbol

The Omega Psi Phi shield is more than just a logo; it's a visual testament to a century of history,
scholarship, and community service. Its enduring design continues to inspire and unite members,
serving as a potent reminder of the fraternity's commitment to its founding principles. The mystery
surrounding certain aspects of its creation only adds to its mystique, enhancing its power and appeal
within the fraternity and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What are the three main principles represented on the Omega Psi Phi shield? While the
interpretation can differ slightly, the most commonly cited principles are Manhood, Scholarship, and
Uplift.

2. Is there a definitive account of who designed the Omega Psi Phi shield? Unfortunately, detailed
documentation about the original design process is limited, leaving the creator(s) largely unknown.

3. Have there been significant changes to the shield's design throughout its history? Minor
variations in style and color have occurred due to different reproduction methods, but the core
elements have remained consistent.

4. What materials are commonly used to represent the Omega Psi Phi shield? The shield is
represented across various mediums: printed materials, embroidery on clothing, metal pins, and
digital representations.

5. What does the scroll underneath the Greek letters symbolize? The scroll is generally understood
to symbolize the importance of scholarship and education within the fraternity's values.

omega psi phi shield history: The History of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Herman Dreer,
1940

omega psi phi shield history: Revised Constitution and By-laws ... Methodist Episcopal
Church. Illinois Conference. Preachers' Aid Society, 1909

omega psi phi shield history: Tussle at the Top Vincent Windrow, 2018-09-10 This book
features years of research on both the competition between and the member-collaboration of Omega
Psi Phi and Alpha Phi Alpha. These two storied Black Greek fraternities have contributed mightily to
society through its respective organizational thrusts and the achievements of their members. This
work highlights both and provides detailed and interesting research on the many personalities that
have been initiated through both fraternities and the ways in which they have particularly impacted
the struggles and challenges of African Americans.

omega psi phi shield history: Having Our Say Sarah L. Delany, A. Elizabeth Delany, Amy Hill
Hearth, 2023-01-03 Warm, feisty, and intelligent, the Delany sisters speak their mind in a book that
is at once a vital historical record and a moving portrait of two remarkable women who continued to
love, laugh, and embrace life after over a hundred years of living side by side. Their sharp memories



tell us about the post-Reconstruction South and Booker T. Washington, Harlem’s Golden Age and
Langston Hughes, W. E. B. Du Bois and Paul Robeson. Bessie Delany breaks barriers to become a
dentist; Sadie Delany quietly integrates the New York City system as a high school teacher. Their
extraordinary story makes an important contribution to our nation’s heritage—and an indelible
impression on our lives.

omega psi phi shield history: History of Delaware County, Indiana Frank D. Haimbaugh, 1924

omega psi phi shield history: The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. (an Update for the
Period 1960-2008) Vernon Steve Weakley, 2009-05-01 This literary work is an update of the History
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. for the period 1960 to 2008. This book humbly takes up where
Omega men Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their outstanding committees stopped. This new
update was officially sanctioned and commissioned by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. via the 38th
Grand Basileus, the honorable Warren G. Lee, and the elected Supreme Council for the 74th Grand
Conclave. This Omega History Book project will provide a clear and accurate history of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity and its impact on America and African Americans in particular for the period 1960 to
2008. This new History update will serve to clearly demonstrate how Omega Psi Phi fraternity Inc.
has, not only made a significant positive difference in the lives of Black people, but the entire world.
It is this committee's fervent hope that this update will not only enlighten, be a beacon and shed
light on our illustrious history but will also be an inspiration to young people, the general public at
large and all Omega Men, past, present and future. This new update involved the comprehensive
gathering of historical data on Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. from all across America and
internationally for the period 1960 to the 2008. It endeavored to encompass all significant
contributions, all noteworthy efforts and the resulting factual recordation of Omega Psi Phi
fraternity and all Omega men who have had pertinent impact on America and Omega Dear during
this period. This project was massive and took over two years to complete. The resulting final
product will be a self perpetuating income generating source for Omega Psi Phi fraternity for many
years to come. Please be clearly advised readers that this is an update of the previous history books
written by the honorable Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their committees. This book, with the
exception of containing some basic historical information to enlighten a person who has no
knowledge of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, will not routinely cover past historical information shown in
the great works of Dreer and Gill occurring prior to this update period. The history rich period for
this update has provided many interesting challenges for Omega and its members. The Founders of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity did not shrink from the task, nor did they pity themselves for being given
the tremendous burden to uplift the African American race. W.E.B. DuBois' talented tenth assertion
must be our rallying cry in that it crystallizes the fact that Omega men must be in the forefront in
lifting the Black community to higher heights. Omega men are indeed the cream of the crop
endowed with the divine gift of greatness. And, our great history and our individual and unified
deeds bare witness to this fact and with that our readiness to step to the fore. Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc. is filled with many great Omega men who have had significant positive impact on
America during this update period. There are undeniable facts, inspiring legends, and exceptional
Omega men who have accomplished great things in their districts and at the international level, as
well as in their personal lives and in their gallant exploits across the nation. It is time that the world
knows of our extraordinary contributions to the greatest country on earth and our proud race. We
pray that this HISTORY OF OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY INC. for the period 1960 to 2008
accomplishes this goal and be a guiding light to live by and be a positive uplifting force for all that
reads it.

omega psi phi shield history: Baird's Manual of American College Fraternities , 1927

omega psi phi shield history: Engaged Fatherhood for Men, Families and Gender
Equality Marc Grau Grau, Mireia las Heras Maestro, Hannah Riley Bowles, 2022 This aim of this
open access book is to launch an international, cross-disciplinary conversation on fatherhood
engagement. By integrating perspective from three sectors -- Health, Social Policy, and Work in
Organizations -- the book offers a novel perspective on the benefits of engaged fatherhood for men,



for families, and for gender equality. The chapters are crafted to engaged broad audiences,
including policy makers and organizational leaders, healthcare practitioners and fellow scholars, as
well as families and their loved ones.

omega psi phi shield history: Running the Gauntlet Jim Ward, 2013-02-01 Jim Ward tells the
detailed story of discovering his own fascination with body piercing, his founding of Gauntlet (the
first body piercing studio), and the beginning of the modern body piercing industry.

omega psi phi shield history: The Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology
Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology, 1918

omega psi phi shield history: If - Rudyard Kipling, 1918

omega psi phi shield history: The Poetics of Aristotle Aristotle, 1920

omega psi phi shield history: The History of the Negro Church Carter Godwin Woodson, 1921

omega psi phi shield history: The Story of Gamma Phi Beta Lindsey Barbee, 1921

omega psi phi shield history: The Shield , 1889

omega psi phi shield history: Plans for Progress Program Plans for Progress, 1964

omega psi phi shield history: The Shield Theta Delta Chi, 1903

omega psi phi shield history: Ebony, 1993-09 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

omega psi phi shield history: Past is Prologue Marjorie H. Parker, 1999-01-01

omega psi phi shield history: African American Fraternities and Sororities Tamara L. Brown,
Gregory S. Parks, Clarenda M. Phillips, 2012-02-29 The rich history and social significance of the
“Divine Nine” African American Greek-letter organizations is explored in this comprehensive
anthology. In the long tradition of African American benevolent and secret societies, intercollegiate
African American fraternities and sororities have strong traditions of fostering brotherhood and
sisterhood among their members, exerting considerable influence in the African American
community and being in the forefront of civic action, community service, and philanthropy. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Toni Morrison, Arthur Ashe, and Sarah Vaughn are just a few of the
trailblazing members of these organizations. African American Fraternities and Sororities places the
history of these organizations in context, linking them to other movements and organizations that
predated them and tying their history to the Civil Rights movement. It explores various cultural
aspects of the organizations, such as auxiliary groups, branding, calls, and stepping, and highlights
the unique role of African American sororities.

omega psi phi shield history: Shield and Diamond , 1913

omega psi phi shield history: Mohs Micrographic Surgery Stephen N. Snow, George R.
Mikhail, 2004 Mohs Micrographic Surgery, an advanced treatment procedure for skin cancer, offers
the highest potential for recovery--even if the skin cancer has been previously treated. This
procedure is a state-of-the-art treatment in which the physician serves as surgeon, pathologist, and
reconstructive surgeon. It relies on the accuracy of a microscope to trace and ensure removal of skin
cancer down to its roots. This procedure allows dermatologists trained in Mohs Surgery to see
beyond the visible disease and to precisely identify and remove the entire tumor, leaving healthy
tissue unharmed. This procedure is most often used in treating two of the most common forms of
skin cancer: basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma. The cure rate for Mohs
Micrographic Surgery is the highest of all treatments for skin cancer--up to 99 percent even if other
forms of treatment have failed. This procedure, the most exact and precise method of tumor
removal, minimizes the chance of regrowth and lessens the potential for scarring or disfigurement

omega psi phi shield history: The Olympian of Phi Delta Theta Walter Benjamin Palmer,
1912

omega psi phi shield history: The Divine Nine Lawrence C. Ross, 2001-01-01 From the
creation of the first black fraternity at Cornell in 1906 to the present day, a fascinating history of
America's nine black fraternities and sororities explores the roles of these organizations in shaping
generations of African-American leaders. Reissue.




omega psi phi shield history: Working Wisdom Robert Aubrey, Paul M. Cohen, 1995-04-14
Working Wisdom clearly defines the essential realities of the learning-centered workplace revolution
and offers a road map to make learning happen. The authors demonstrate how the new role of
manager-as-facilitator of learning can determine the success of modern organizations. Charts &
index.

omega psi phi shield history: Hbcu Today J. M. Emmert, 2009-01-01

omega psi phi shield history: Ebony, 1993-09 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

omega psi phi shield history: Dictionary of the British English Spelling System Greg Brooks,
2015-03-30 This book will tell all you need to know about British English spelling. It's a reference
work intended for anyone interested in the English language, especially those who teach it,
whatever the age or mother tongue of their students. It will be particularly useful to those wishing to
produce well-designed materials for teaching initial literacy via phonics, for teaching English as a
foreign or second language, and for teacher training. English spelling is notoriously complicated and
difficult to learn; it is correctly described as much less regular and predictable than any other
alphabetic orthography. However, there is more regularity in the English spelling system than is
generally appreciated. This book provides, for the first time, a thorough account of the whole
complex system. It does so by describing how phonemes relate to graphemes and vice versa. It
enables searches for particular words, so that one can easily find, not the meanings or
pronunciations of words, but the other words with which those with unusual
phoneme-grapheme/grapheme-phoneme correspondences keep company. Other unique features of
this book include teacher-friendly lists of correspondences and various regularities not described by
previous authorities, for example the strong tendency for the letter-name vowel phonemes (the
names of the letters ) to be spelt with those single letters in non-final syllables.

omega psi phi shield history: Trailer Park Trickster David R. Slayton, 2021-10-12 They are
my harvest, and [ will reap them all. Returning to Guthrie, Oklahoma, for the funeral of his
mysterious and beloved aunt Sue, Adam Binder once again finds himself in the path of deadly magic
when a dark druid begins to prey on members of Adam’s family. It all seems linked to the death of
Adam’s father many years ago—a man who may have somehow survived as a warlock. Watched by
the police, separated from the man who may be the love of his life, compelled to seek the truth about
his connection to the druid, Adam learns more about his family and its troubled history than he ever
bargained for, and finally comes face-to-face with the warlock he has vowed to stop. Meanwhile,
beyond the Veil of the mortal world, Argent the Queen of Swords and Vic the Reaper undertake a
dangerous journey to a secret meeting of the Council of Races . . . where the sea elves are calling for
the destruction of humanity.

omega psi phi shield history: The Negro's Church Benjamin E. Mays, 2015-08-04 Benjamin E.
Mays (1894-1984) was President and Professor Emeritus of Morehouse College.

omega psi phi shield history: Coming Apart at the Seams Frederic Hatchett, 2002-08-01

omega psi phi shield history: Recapturing a Homeric Legacy Casey Dué, 2009 Marcianus
Graecus Z. 454 [= 822], known to Homeric scholars as the Venetus A, is the oldest complete text of
the Iliad in existence, meticulously crafted during the tenth century ce. An impressive thousand
years old and then some, its historical reach is far greater. The Venetus A preserves in its entirety a
text that was composed within an oral tradition that can be shown to go back as far as the second
millennium bce, and the writings in its margins preserve the scholarship of Ptolemaic scholars
working in the second century bce and in the centuries following. Two thousand years later,
technology offers a new opportunity to rediscover this scholarship and better understand the epic
that is the foundation of Western literature. The high-resolution images of the manuscript that
accompany these essays were acquired by a multinational team of scholars and conservators in May
2007.

omega psi phi shield history: Others Thought I Could Lead James S. Avery, 2006 As a



corporate executive, James S. Avery did not simply open doors for black people in this country; he
changed marketing strategy throughout the corporate world. Now, in his autobiography, Others
Thought I Could Lead, Avery shares the secrets of his success--his strong work ethic, his moral
values, and a belief in himself that allowed him to persevere in the face of adversity. As Horace
Baldwin states in the foreword, Avery's book gives us the opportunity to put our own stories in
perspective as we realize how much we are capable of contributing to the world.

omega psi phi shield history: Open Season Ben Crump, 2019-10-15 Genocide—the intent to
destroy in whole or in part, a group of people. TIME's 42 Most Anticipated Books of Fall 2019 Book
Riot's 50 of the Best Books to Read This Fall As seen on CBS This Morning, award-winning attorney
Ben Crump exposes a heinous truth in Open Season: Whether with a bullet or a lengthy prison
sentence, America is killing black people and justifying it legally. While some deaths make headlines,
most are personal tragedies suffered within families and communities. Worse, these killings are
done one person at a time, so as not to raise alarm. While it is much more difficult to justify killing
many people at once, in dramatic fashion, the result is the same—genocide. Taking on such
high-profile cases as George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, Trayvon Martin, Michael
Brown, and a host of others, Crump witnessed the disparities within the American legal system
firsthand and learned it is dangerous to be a black man in America—and that the justice system
indeed only protects wealthy white men. In this enlightening and enthralling work, he shows that
there is a persistent, prevailing, and destructive mindset regarding colored people that is rooted in
our history as a slaveowning nation. This biased attitude has given rise to mass incarceration, voter
disenfranchisement, unequal educational opportunities, disparate health care practices, job and
housing discrimination, police brutality, and an unequal justice system. And all mask the silent and
ongoing systematic killing of people of color. Open Season is more than Crump’s incredible mission
to preserve justice, it is a call to action for Americans to begin living up to the promise to protect the
rights of its citizens equally and without question.

omega psi phi shield history: Fraternities, Sororities, Societies Ruben S. Elefan, 1997

omega psi phi shield history: The Knees of Gullah Island Dwight Fryer, 2008-03-01 Gillam
Hale was born to free parents, and his life was untouched by slavery until his preacher father took
him on a trip to minister to the Virginia slaves. Gillam wants beautiful Queen Esther from the
moment he sees her, but the only way to purchase her is by distilling illicit whiskey—against his
family's advice. Though Gillam achieves his aim, his talent for making fine whiskey earns the wrath
of jealous white neighbors, who kidnap Gillam's family and scatter them to plantations throughout
the South. Gillam escapes from his new owners, yet he can never be truly free until he finds his lost
loved ones, and faces the legacy of his own rash decisions. The Knees of Gullah Island follows
Gillam, Queen Esther and their son, Joseph, in the years surrounding the Civil War and
Reconstruction, when the destiny of a nation hung in the balance. Filled with richly drawn
characters and details that bring the past to vibrant life, this is a timeless story of love, loss, hope
and rebirth.

omega psi phi shield history: Wrongs of Passage Hank Nuwer, 2001 Explores the problems
of hazing and binge drinking at fraternities and sororities on American college campuses, telling the
stories of some of the young people who have been seriously injured or died as a result of such
behaviors; and offers a list of recommendations for reform.

omega psi phi shield history: The Greek-letter Societies Albert Poole Jacobs, 1879

omega psi phi shield history: The Dash Linda Ellis, 2012-04-16 When your life is over,
everything you did will be represented by a single dash between two dates—what will that dash
mean for the people you have known and loved? As Joseph Epstein once said, “We do not choose to
be born. We do not choose our parents, or the country of our birth. We do not, most of us, choose to
die. . . . But within this realm of choicelessness, we do choose how we live.” And that is what The
Dash is all about. Beginning with an inspiring poem by Linda Ellis titled “The Dash,” renowned
author Mac Anderson then applies his own signature commentary on how the poem motivates us to
make certain choices in our lives—choices to ignore the calls of selfishness and instead reach out to



others, using our God-given abilities to brighten their days and lighten their loads. After all, at the
end of life, how we will be remembered—whether our dash represents a full, joyous life of seeking
God’s glory, or merely the space between birth and death—will be entirely up to the people we’ve
left behind, the lives we’ve changed.

omega psi phi shield history: The Faithful Home of the Three Stars Peter J. Floriani,
Stanley R. Church, 1989
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