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Palestinian Conflict for Dummies: A Simplified Guide to
a Complex Issue

Understanding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can feel like navigating a minefield of conflicting
narratives and historical complexities. This guide aims to provide a simplified, yet nuanced, overview
of the key issues, avoiding overly partisan language and focusing on providing a foundational
understanding for those new to the subject. We'll explore the historical roots, core disagreements,
and ongoing challenges in a way that's accessible and informative, making this intricate conflict
more understandable.

H2: Historical Roots: A Century of Conflict

The roots of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are deeply entwined with the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Zionism, a nationalist movement advocating for a Jewish homeland in Palestine, gained
momentum alongside rising antisemitism in Europe. Simultaneously, Palestine, then under Ottoman
rule, was home to a diverse Arab population with its own established communities and cultural
heritage. After World War I, British Mandate rule over Palestine introduced further complications,
attempting to balance the aspirations of both Jewish and Arab populations, a task ultimately proving
impossible.

###4# H3: The 1948 Arab-Israeli War and its Aftermath

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War, resulting from the UN Partition Plan for Palestine, fundamentally shaped
the conflict’s trajectory. The establishment of the State of Israel led to the displacement of a large
number of Palestinians, an event known as the Nakba (catastrophe) in Palestinian history. This
displacement created a large Palestinian refugee population, whose descendants continue to seek
repatriation or compensation. The war also led to the occupation of territories beyond the initially
designated borders of Israel.

#### H3: The Six-Day War and the Occupation
The 1967 Six-Day War resulted in Israel's occupation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem,
Golan Heights, and Sinai Peninsula. This occupation is a central point of contention, shaping much of

the present-day conflict. The occupation has led to ongoing disputes over settlements, borders, and
control of resources.

H2: Core Disagreements: Land, Borders, and Sovereignty

The core disagreements in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are primarily centered around three key
issues:

###4# H3: The Question of Land and Borders:



The most significant disagreement revolves around land and borders. Palestinians claim a right of
return to lands lost in 1948, while Israelis assert their right to the land based on historical and
religious claims, as well as security concerns. Determining the final borders of a potential
Palestinian state remains one of the most intractable issues.

#### H3: The Status of Jerusalem:

Jerusalem holds immense religious significance for both Jews and Muslims, making its status a
highly sensitive issue. Both sides claim sovereignty over the entire city, leading to ongoing tensions
and disputes over access to holy sites.

#### H3: Security Concerns and Settlements:

Israeli security concerns, particularly regarding potential threats from militant groups, significantly
influence its policies. The continued expansion of Israeli settlements in the occupied territories is a
major point of contention, considered illegal under international law by many countries and
organizations.

H2: The Ongoing Struggle: Intifadas and Peace Processes

The conflict has been punctuated by periods of intense violence, notably the First and Second
Intifadas (uprisings). Several peace processes have been attempted, most notably the Oslo Accords,
but these have ultimately failed to achieve a lasting resolution. The continued lack of progress fuels
frustration and deepens the divisions between both sides.

H2: Understanding Different Perspectives: Beyond the
Headlines

It's crucial to understand that both Israelis and Palestinians have legitimate grievances and
historical narratives. To comprehend the conflict fully, it's essential to engage with diverse
perspectives and avoid generalizations. Engaging with primary sources and diverse media outlets,
while critically evaluating their potential biases, is vital for developing a balanced understanding.

Conclusion:

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a complex and multifaceted issue with deep historical roots.
Understanding its complexities requires recognizing the legitimate concerns of both sides and
engaging with the historical context. While a lasting solution remains elusive, fostering dialogue,
understanding, and empathy remains crucial for achieving a peaceful resolution.



FAQs:

1. What is the role of religion in the conflict? Religion plays a significant role, with Jerusalem holding
deep religious significance for both Judaism and Islam. However, the conflict is not solely a religious
conflict; it's primarily a political and territorial dispute with religious dimensions.

2. What are the main Palestinian political factions? Key Palestinian factions include Fatah (generally
considered more moderate) and Hamas (an Islamist group controlling Gaza). Their differing
ideologies and approaches to conflict resolution significantly impact the overall political landscape.

3. What is the role of international actors in the conflict? Numerous international actors, including
the UN, the US, and the EU, have been involved in mediating peace efforts and providing
humanitarian aid. However, their influence has been limited by the deep-seated divisions and
conflicting interests involved.

4. What are the key obstacles to peace? Significant obstacles include the issues of land and borders,
the status of Jerusalem, the future of Palestinian refugees, and the continuing expansion of Israeli
settlements in the occupied territories.

5. Where can I learn more about the conflict? Reputable news organizations, academic research
papers, and documentaries offer valuable insights. Critically evaluating information from various
sources and perspectives is essential for a comprehensive understanding.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Dov Waxman, 2019-04-01
No conflict in the world has lasted as long, generated as many news headlines, or incited as much
controversy as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Yet, despite, or perhaps because of, the degree of
international attention it receives, the conflict is still widely misunderstood. While Israelis and
Palestinians and their respective supporters trade accusations, many outside observers remain
confused by the conflict's complexity and perplexed by the passion it arouses. The Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict: What Everyone Needs to Know® offers an even-handed and judicious guide to the world's
most intractable dispute. Writing in an engaging, jargon-free Q&A format, Dov Waxman provides
clear and concise answers to common questions, from the most basic to the most contentious.
Covering the conflict from its nineteenth-century origins to the latest developments of the
twenty-first century, this book explains the key events, examines the core issues, and presents the
competing claims and narratives of both sides. Readers will learn what the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is all about, how it has evolved over time, and why it continues to defy diplomatic efforts at a
resolution.

palestinian conflict for dummies: On Palestine Noam Chomsky, Ilan Pappé, 2015-03-23 The
sequel to the acclaimed Gaza in Crisis from world-famous political analyst Noam Chomsky and
Middle East historian Ilan Pappé. Operation Protective Edge, Israel’s 2014 assault on Gaza, left
thousands of Palestinians dead and cleared the way for another Israeli land grab. The need to stand
in solidarity with Palestinians has never been greater. Ilan Pappé and Noam Chomsky, two leading
voices in the struggle to liberate Palestine, discuss the road ahead for Palestinians and how the
international community can pressure Israel to end its human rights abuses against the people of
Palestine. Praise for Gaza in Crisis by Noam Chomsky and Ilan Pappé “This sober and unflinching
analysis should be read and reckoned with by anyone concerned with practicable change in the
long-suffering region.” —Publishers Weekly “Both authors perform fiercely accurate deconstructions
of official rhetoric.” —The Guardian Praise for Noam Chomsky . . . “Chomsky is a global phenomenon



... perhaps the most widely read American voice on foreign policy on the planet.” —The New York
Times Book Review “One of the radical heroes of our age . . . a towering intellect . . . powerful,
always provocative.” —The Guardian . . . and Ilan Pappé “Ilan Pappé is Israel’s bravest, most
principled, most incisive historian.” —John Pilger, journalist, writer, and filmmaker “Along with the
late Edward Said, Ilan Pappé is the most eloquent writer of Palestinian history.” —New Statesman

palestinian conflict for dummies: World History For Dummies Peter Haugen, 2022-01-06
Discover how the modern world came to be with this easy-to-follow and up-to-date history
companion Want to get a taste of the entirety of human history in a single book? With World History
For Dummies, you'll get an overview of the history of, well, everything, from the Neanderthal
experience to the latest historical developments of the 21st century. Re-live history from your
armchair as you ride into battle alongside Roman generals, prepare Egyptian pharaohs for the
afterlife, and learn from the great Greek poets and philosophers. Written in the easy-to-digest style
the For Dummies series is famous for, you'll discover: How religion, philosophy, and science shaped,
and were shaped by, the great figures of history The human consequences of warfare, from
historical battles to more modern conflicts from the 20th century What's influencing events in the
21st century, from climate change to new regimes and economies World History For Dummies is the
perfect gift for the lifelong learner who wants to brush up on their world history knowledge. It's also
an indispensable resource for AP World History students looking for a supplemental reference to
help them with their studies.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Palestine-Israeli Conflict Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Dawoud
El-Alami, 2015-02-19 An updated edition of this best-selling introduction to the conflict. With
coverage of all the recent events, the new edition of this best-selling book gives a thorough and
accessible account of the history behind the Palestine-Israeli conflict, its roots, and the possibilities
for the future. New material outlines recent developments, while an updated conclusion consists of a
direct debate between the two authors, which raises many issues, yet offers real solutions to which
future peace talks may aspire.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Teaching the Arab-Israeli Conflict Rachel S. Harris,
2019-04-22 Whether planning a new course or searching for new teaching ideas, this collection is an
indispensable compendium for anyone teaching the Arab-Israeli conflict.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Experiencing the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Yael Warshel,
2021-07-29 Explores 'peace communication' among children in Israel-Palestine to assess structural
outcomes for peace, and illuminate causes for conflict intractability.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: A Very Short Introduction
Martin Bunton, Martin P. Bunton, 2013-08-29 The conflict between Palestine and Israel is one of the
most highly publicized and bitter struggles of modern times, a dangerous tinderbox always poised to
set the Middle East aflame, and to draw the United States into the fire. In this volume the author
illuminates the history of the problem, reducing it to its very essence. He explores the
Palestinian-Israeli dispute in twenty-year segments, to highlight the historical complexity of the
conflict throughout successive decades. Each chapter starts with an examination of the relationships
among people and events that marked particular years as historical stepping stones in the evolution
of the conflict, including the 1897 Basel Congress, the 1917 Balfour Declaration and British
occupation of Palestine, and the 1947 U.N. Partition Plan and the war for Palestine. Providing an
exploration of the main issues, the author explores not only the historical basis of the conflict, but
also looks at how and why partition has been so difficult and how efforts to restore peace continue
today--OCLC

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Hundred Years' War on Palestine Rashid Khalidi,
2020-01-28 A landmark history of one hundred years of war waged against the Palestinians from the
foremost US historian of the Middle East, told through pivotal events and family history In 1899,
Yusuf Diya al-Khalidi, mayor of Jerusalem, alarmed by the Zionist call to create a Jewish national
home in Palestine, wrote a letter aimed at Theodore Herzl: the country had an indigenous people
who would not easily accept their own displacement. He warned of the perils ahead, ending his note,



“in the name of God, let Palestine be left alone.” Thus Rashid Khalidi, al-Khalidi’s
great-great-nephew, begins this sweeping history, the first general account of the conflict told from
an explicitly Palestinian perspective. Drawing on a wealth of untapped archival materials and the
reports of generations of family members—mayors, judges, scholars, diplomats, and journalists—The
Hundred Years' War on Palestine upends accepted interpretations of the conflict, which tend, at
best, to describe a tragic clash between two peoples with claims to the same territory. Instead,
Khalidi traces a hundred years of colonial war on the Palestinians, waged first by the Zionist
movement and then Israel, but backed by Britain and the United States, the great powers of the age.
He highlights the key episodes in this colonial campaign, from the 1917 Balfour Declaration to the
destruction of Palestine in 1948, from Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon to the endless and futile
peace process. Original, authoritative, and important, The Hundred Years' War on Palestine is not a
chronicle of victimization, nor does it whitewash the mistakes of Palestinian leaders or deny the
emergence of national movements on both sides. In reevaluating the forces arrayed against the
Palestinians, it offers an illuminating new view of a conflict that continues to this day.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Israel-Palestine Conflict James L. Gelvin,
2021-03-11 The fourth edition of this award-winning account of the conflict between Israel and
Palestine for students and general readers.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Israeli and Palestinian Narratives of Conflict Robert I.
Rotberg, 2006-09-07 Why does Hamas refuse to recognize the legitimacy of the state of Israel? What
makes the Israeli-Palestinian conflict so intractable? Reflecting both Israeli and Palestinian points of
view, this volume addresses the two powerful, bitterly contested, competing historical narratives
that underpin the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Israel-Palestine Conflict Neil Caplan, 2019-09-11
One of the 10 Must-Read Histories of the Palestine-Israel Conflict —Ian Black, Literary Hub, on the
100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration The new edition of the acclaimed text that explores the
issues continuing to define the Israeli-Palestinian conflict Numerous instances of competing,
sometimes incompatible narratives of controversial events are found throughout history. Perhaps the
starkest example of such contradictory representations is the decades-long conflict between Israel
and Palestine. For over 140 years, Israelis, Palestinians, and scores of peacemakers have failed to
establish a sustainable, mutually-acceptable solution. The Israel-Palestine Conflict introduces the
historical basis of the dispute and explores both the tangible issues and intangible factors that have
blocked a peaceful resolution. Author Neil Caplan helps readers understand the complexities and
contradictions of the conflict and why the histories of Palestine and Israel are so fiercely contested.
Now in its second edition, this book has been thoroughly updated to reflect the events that have
transpired since its original publication. Fresh insights consider the impact of current global and
regional instability and violence on the prospects of peace and reconciliation. New discussions
address recent debates over two-state versus one-state solutions, growing polarization in public
discourse outside of the Middle East, the role of public intellectuals, and the growing trend of
merging scholarship with advocacy. Part of the Wiley-Blackwell Contested Histories series, this clear
and accessible volume: Offers a balanced, non-polemic approach to current academic discussions
and political debates on the Israel-Palestine conflict Highlights eleven core arguments viewed by the
author as unwinnable Encourages readers to go beyond simply assigning blame in the conflict
Explores the major historiographical debates arising from the dispute Includes updated references
and additional maps Already a standard text for courses on the history and politics of the Middle
East, The Israel-Palestine Conflict is an indispensable resource for students, scholars, and interested
general readers.

palestinian conflict for dummies: A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Mark Tessler,
2009-03-24 Mark Tessler's highly praised, comprehensive, and balanced history of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict from the earliest times to the present—updated through the first years of
the 21st century—provides a constructive framework for understanding recent developments and
assessing the prospects for future peace. Drawing upon a wide array of documents and on research



by Palestinians, Israelis, and others, Tessler assesses the conflict on both the Israelis' and the
Palestinians' terms. New chapters in this expanded edition elucidate the Oslo peace process,
including the reasons for its failure, and the political dynamics in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza at
a critical time of transition.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Side by Side Sami ‘Abd al-Razzaq ‘Adwan, Dan Bar-On,
Eyal J. Naveh, Peace Research Institute in the Middle East, 2012 In 2000, a group of Israeli and
Palestinian teachers gathered to address what to many people seemed an unbridgeable gulf between
the two societies. Struck by how different the standard Israeli and Palestinian textbook histories of
the same events were from one another, they began to explore how to disarm the teaching of the
history of the Middle East in Israeli and Palestinian classrooms. The result is a riveting dual
narrative of Israeli and Palestinian history. Side by Side comprises the history of two peoples, in
separate narratives set literally side-by-side, so that readers can track each against the other, noting
both where they differ as well as where they correspond. The unique and fascinating presentation
has been translated into English and is now available to American audiences for the first time. An
eye-opening--and inspiring--new approach to thinking about one of the world's most deeply
entrenched conflicts, Side by Side is a breakthrough book that will spark a new public discussion
about the bridge to peace in the Middle East.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Dale Hanson Bourke,
2013-03-27 Dale Hanson Bourke sheds light on the places, terms, history and current issues shaping
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Offering an even-handed presentation of the most controversial
issues, she provides a framework for American Christians who wish to understand why the conflict
began, why it continues and what remains to be done.

palestinian conflict for dummies: This Burning Land Greg Myre, Jennifer Griffin,
2011-03-08 A profoundly different way of looking the Israeli-Palestinian conflict Reporting from
Jerusalem for The New York Times and Fox News respectively, Greg Myre and Jennifer Griffin,
witnessed a decades-old conflict transformed into a completely new war. The West has learned a lot
about asymmetrical war in the past decade. At the same time, many strategists have missed that the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict has become one of them. This book shows the importance of applying
these hard-won lessons to the longest running, most closely watched occupation and uprising in the
world. The entire conflict can seem irrational -- and many commentators see it that way. While
raising their own family in Jerusalem at the height of the violence, Myre and Griffin look at the lives
of individuals caught up in the struggles to reveal how these actions make perfect sense to the
participants. Extremism can become a virtue; moderation a vice. Factions develop within factions.
Propaganda becomes an important weapon, and perseverance an essential defense. While the
Israelis and the Palestinians have failed to achieve their goals after years of fighting, people on both
sides are prepared to make continued sacrifices in the belief that they will eventually emerge
triumphant. This book goes straight to the heart of the conflict: into the minds of suicide bombers
and inside Israeli tanks. We hear from Palestinian informants who help the Israeli military track
down and kill Palestinian militants. Israeli settlers in isolated outposts explain why they are there,
and we hear the frustrations of a Palestinian farmer who has had his olive grove cut in half by
Israel's security barrier Shows the important lessons that can be learned by viewing the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict as an example of modern, asymmetrical war Authored by long-time
reporters on the Middle East, the book provides a balanced and detailed look at the fighting based
on first-hand experience and hundreds of interviews Explains how the landscape of the conflict
changed and why the traditional approach to peacemaking is no longer valid With a new perspective
on what's really going on in Israel and the Palestinian territories, The Familiar War is a book that
will inform the debate on the Middle East and the future of the peace process, as well as our
understanding of other conflicts around the world.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Case for Israel Alan Dershowitz, 2011-01-06 The
Case for Israel is an ardent defense of Israel's rights, supported by indisputable evidence. Presents a
passionate look at what Israel's accusers and detractors are saying about this war-torn country.



Dershowitz accuses those who attack Israel of international bigotry and backs up his argument with
hard facts. Widely respected as a civil libertarian, legal educator, and defense attorney
extraordinaire, Alan Dershowitz has also been a passionate though not uncritical supporter of Israel.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Israel-Palestine Conflict James L. Gelvin,
2007-10-02 The conflict between Israelis and their forebears, on the one hand, and Palestinians and
theirs, on the other, has lasted more than a century and generated more than its share of
commentaries and histories. James L. Gelvin's account of that conflict offers a compelling, clear-cut,
and up to date introduction for students and general readers. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth
century, when the inhabitants of Ottoman Palestine and the Jews of eastern Europe began to
conceive of themselves as members of national communities, the book traces the evolution and
interaction of these communities from their first encounters in Palestine through to the present,
exploring the external pressures and internal logic that has propelled their conflict. The book, which
places events in Palestine within the framework of global history, skillfully interweaves biographical
sketches, eyewitness accounts, poetry, fiction and official documentation into its narrative, and
includes photographs, maps and an abundance of supplementary material. Now in a revised edition,
Gelvin's award-winning book takes the reader through the 2006 Summer War and its aftermath.

palestinian conflict for dummies: A History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict Ian J. Bickerton, Carla
L. Klausner, 2016-09-16 Concise and comprehensive, A History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict presents
balanced, impartial, and well-illustrated coverage of the history of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The
authors identify and examine the issues and themes that have characterized and defined the conflict
over the past century tying in a twenty-first century perspective. The seventh edition exposes
readers to recent events in the Middle East. Altering relations between Israel and neighboring
states, political and religious uncertainty as a result of the Arab Spring and the increased scrutiny of
Iran's nuclear program are explored in this updated edition.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Understanding the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict Phyllis
Bennis, 2012-12-28 If you have ever wondered “Why is there so much violence in the Middle East?”,
“Who are the Palestinians?”, “What are the occupied territories?” or “What does Israel want?”, then
this is the book for you. With straightforward language, Phyllis Bennis, longtime analyst of the
region, answers basic questions about Israel and Israelis, Palestine and Palestinians, the US and the
Middle East, Zionism and anti-Semitism; about complex issues ranging from the Oslo peace process
to the election of Hamas to the Goldstone Report and the Palestinians’ UN initiatives. Together her
answers provide a comprehensive understanding of the longstanding Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
This new edition includes sections on the continuing settlement crisis, the UN statehood bid and
UNESCO, Palestine in the Arab Spring, BDS and the Palestinian nonviolent movements, the Israeli
elections, and what’s ahead. Sections include: The Crisis; The Other Players: The Role of the US, the
UN, the Arab States, and Europe; Recent History: Rising Violence; Looking Backward (1900-1991);
The Future.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict Charles D. Smith,
2001 The fourth edition of this comprehensive, accessible introduction to the Arab-Israeli conflict
features over 50 primary documents, an expanded map and illustration program, and the most
up-to-date coverage available for the classroom.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Middle East For Dummies Craig S. Davis,
2011-03-10 Demystifies the area's culture, politics, and religions Explore Middle Eastern history
from ancient to modern times Looking to better understand the Middle East? This plain-English
guide explains the importance of the region, especially in light of recent events. You'll meet its
people and their leaders, discover the differences and similarities between Arab and Western
mindsets, and examine the wars and conflicts - including the Israeli-Palestinian turmoil - that led up
to the current political situation. The Dummies Way * Explanations in plain English * Get in, get out
information * Icons and other navigational aids * Tear-out cheat sheet * Top ten lists * A dash of
humor and fun

palestinian conflict for dummies: Understand the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Teach



Yourself Stewart Ross, 2010-08-27 Understand the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict is the essential guide
to one of the world's most distressing confrontations. Putting the present situation into its broader
context and examining all perspectives, it unravels the origins and development of issues which
make the headlines daily. Each aspect of this complex conflict is explained with engaging objectivity
which will ensure you can examine the issues from all perspectives and in a social, political,
historical and international framework. NOT GOT MUCH TIME? One, five and ten-minute
introductions to key principles to get you started. AUTHOR INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with
common problems and quick tips for success, based on the author's many years of experience.
EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE Extra online articles at www.teachyourself.com to give you a richer
understanding. FIVE THINGS TO REMEMBER Quick refreshers to help you remember the key facts.
TRY THIS Innovative exercises illustrate what you've learnt and how to use it.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Image and Reality of the Israel-Palestine Conflict
Norman G. Finkelstein, 2015-09-15 First published in 1995, this acclaimed study challenges
generally accepted truths of the Israel-Palestine conflict as well as much of the revisionist literature.
This new edition critically reexamines dominant popular and scholarly images in the light of the
current failures of the peace process.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Israel-Palestine Conflict Elizabeth Matthews,
2011-03-21 The Israel-Palestine conflict is frequently characterised by the violence between the two
sides, beneath€which lie a whole series of issues and disagreements. This book uniquely brings
together Israeli and Palestinian viewpoints on key topics, providing an invaluable guide to the latest
thinking on the major topics that the peace process will be based around.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Understanding Israel/Palestine Eve Spangler,
2019-05-15 The Israeli/Palestinian conflict is the longest on-going hot-and-cold war in the 20th and
21st century. In this book the author argues that human rights standards are the key to a just and
sustainable solution and that, tragically, no one has ever made serious use of them in trying to end
the conflict. The reader will have a comprehensive view of the conflict, its relationship to
surrounding world events, and its similarities to and differences from other conflicts, especially
those embedded in American race relations.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Watershed Stephen C. Lonergan, David B. Brooks,
2014-05-14 Watershed describes the water crisis faced by Israel and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories today; a crisis that will have much to do with the design and the success of the current
peace proposals. The authors examine the geopolitics of water in the region, the economic
importance, problems of water supply and water quality, and regional conflicts over water.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The War for Palestine Eugene L. Rogan, Avi Shlaim, 2001
The Arab-Israeli conflict is one of the most intense and intractable international conflicts of modern
times. This book is about the historical roots of that conflict. It re-examines the history of 1948, the
war in which the newly-born state of Israel defeated the Palestinians and the regular Arab armies of
the neighbouring states so decisively. The book includes chapters on all the principal participants,
on the reasons for the Palestinian exodus, and on the political and moral consequences of the war.
The chapters are written by leading Arab, Israeli and western scholars who draw on primary sources
in all relevant languages to offer alternative interpretations and new insights into this defining
moment in Middle East history. The result is a major contribution to the literature on the 1948 war.
It will command a wide audience from among students and general readers with an interest in the
region.

palestinian conflict for dummies: International Law and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Susan
M. Akram, Michael Dumper, Michael Lynk, Iain Scobbie, 2010-12-23 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
has long been intertwined with, and has had a profound influence on, the principles of modern
international law. Placing a rights-based approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict at the centre of
discussions over its peaceful resolution, this book provides detailed consideration of international
law and its application to political issues. Through the lens of international law and justice, the book
debunks the myth that law is not useful to its resolution, illustrating through both theory and



practice how international law points the way to a just and durable solution to the conflict in the
Middle East. Contributions from leading scholars in their respective fields give an in-depth analysis
of key issues that have been marginalized in most mainstream discussions of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict: Palestinian refugees Jerusalem security legal and political frameworks the future of
Palestine. Written in a style highly accessible to the non-specialist, this book is an important addition
to the existing literature on the subject. The findings of this book will not only be of interest to
students and scholars of Middle Eastern politics, International Law, International Relations and
conflict resolution, but will be an invaluable resource for human rights researchers, NGO employees,
and embassy personnel, policy staffers and negotiators.

palestinian conflict for dummies: The Palestine-Israel Conflict Gregory Harms, Todd M.
Ferry, 2017 A balanced and accessible introduction to the Palestine-Israel conflict

palestinian conflict for dummies: Catch-67 Micah Goodman, 2018-09-18 A controversial
examination of the internal Israeli debate over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict from a best-selling
Israeli author Since the Six-Day War, Israelis have been entrenched in a national debate over
whether to keep the land they conquered or to return some, if not all, of the territories to
Palestinians. In a balanced and insightful analysis, Micah Goodman deftly sheds light on the ideas
that have shaped Israelis' thinking on both sides of the debate, and among secular and religious Jews
about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Contrary to opinions that dominate the discussion, he shows
that the paradox of Israeli political discourse is that both sides are right in what they affirm—and
wrong in what they deny. Although he concludes that the conflict cannot be solved, Goodman is far
from a pessimist and explores how instead it can be reduced in scope and danger through limited,
practical steps. Through philosophical critique and political analysis, Goodman builds a creative,
compelling case for pragmatism in a dispute where a comprehensive solution seems impossible.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Mythologies Without End Jerome Slater, 2020 In
Mythologies Without End, Jerome Slater takes stock of the conflict over time and argues that US
policies in the region are largely a product of mythologies that are often flatly wrong. Because of
their widespread acceptance, there have been devastating consequences to the true interests of both
countries. He argues that a critical examination and refutation of the many mythologies is a
necessary first step toward solving the Arab-Israeliconflict.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Year Zero of the Arab-Israeli Conflict 1929 Hillel
Cohen, 2015-10-22 In late summer 1929, a countrywide outbreak of Arab-Jewish-British violence
transformed the political landscape of Palestine forever. In contrast with those who point to the wars
of 1948 and 1967, historian Hillel Cohen marks these bloody events as year zero of the Arab-Israeli
conflict that persists today. The murderous violence inflicted on Jews caused a fractious - and now
traumatized - community of Zionists, non-Zionists, Ashkenazim, and Mizrachim to coalesce around a
unified national consciousness arrayed against an implacable Arab enemy. While the Jews unified,
Arabs came to grasp the national essence of the conflict, realizing that Jews of all stripes viewed the
land as belonging to the Jewish people. Through memory and historiography, in a manner both
associative and highly calculated, Cohen traces the horrific events of August 23 to September 1 in
painstaking detail. He extends his geographic and chronological reach and uses a non-linear
reconstruction of events to call for a thorough reconsideration of cause and effect. Sifting through
Arab and Hebrew sources - many rarely, if ever, examined before - Cohen reflects on the attitudes
and perceptions of Jews and Arabs who experienced the events and, most significantly, on the
memories they bequeathed to later generations. The result is a multifaceted and revealing
examination of a formative series of episodes that will intrigue historians, political scientists, and
others interested in understanding the essence - and the very beginning - of what has been an
intractable conflict.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Land, Labor and the Origins of the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict, 1882-1914 Gershon Shafir, 1996-08-19 Gershon Shafir challenges the heroic myths about
the foundation of the State of Israel by investigating the struggle to control land and labor during
the early Zionist enterprise. He argues that it was not the imported Zionist ideas that were



responsible for the character of the Israeli state, but the particular conditions of the local conflict
between the European settlers and the Palestinian Arab population.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Palestine Peace Not Apartheid Jimmy Carter, 2007-09-18
PRESIDENT CARTER'S COURAGEOUS ASSESSMENT OF WHAT MUST BE DONE TO BRING
PERMANENT PEACE TO ISRAEL WITH DIGNITY AND JUSTICE TO PALESTINE

palestinian conflict for dummies: Justice for Some Noura Erakat, 2019-04-23 “A brilliant and
bracing analysis of the Palestine question and settler colonialism . . . a vital lens into movement
lawyering on the international plane.” —Vasuki Nesiah, New York University, founding member of
Third World Approaches to International Law (TWAIL) Justice in the Question of Palestine is often
framed as a question of law. Yet none of the Israel-Palestinian conflict’s most vexing challenges have
been resolved by judicial intervention. Occupation law has failed to stem Israel’s settlement
enterprise. Laws of war have permitted killing and destruction during Israel’s military offensives in
the Gaza Strip. The Oslo Accord’s two-state solution is now dead letter. Justice for Some offers a new
approach to understanding the Palestinian struggle for freedom, told through the power and control
of international law. Focusing on key junctures—from the Balfour Declaration in 1917 to present-day
wars in Gaza—Noura Erakat shows how the strategic deployment of law has shaped current
conditions. Over the past century, the law has done more to advance Israel’s interests than the
Palestinians’. But, Erakat argues, this outcome was never inevitable. Law is politics, and its meaning
and application depend on the political intervention of states and people alike. Within the law,
change is possible. International law can serve the cause of freedom when it is mobilized in support
of a political movement. Presenting the promise and risk of international law, Justice for Some calls
for renewed action and attention to the Question of Palestine. “Careful and captivating . . . This book
asks that the Palestinian liberation struggle and Jewish-Israeli society each reckon with the
impossibility of a two-state future, reimagining what their interests are—and what they could
become.” —Amanda McCaffrey, Jewish Currents

palestinian conflict for dummies: A Little Piece of Ground Elizabeth Laird, 2016-02-01 A
Little Piece Of Ground will help young readers understand more about one of the worst conflicts
afflicting our world today. Written by Elizabeth Laird, one of Great Britain’s best-known young adult
authors, A Little Piece Of Ground explores the human cost of the occupation of Palestinian lands
through the eyes of a young boy. Twelve-year-old Karim Aboudi and his family are trapped in their
Ramallah home by a strict curfew. In response to a Palestinian suicide bombing, the Israeli military
subjects the West Bank town to a virtual siege. Meanwhile, Karim, trapped at home with his teenage
brother and fearful parents, longs to play football with his friends. When the curfew ends, he and his
friend discover an unused patch of ground that’s the perfect site for a football pitch. Nearby, an old
car hidden intact under bulldozed building makes a brilliant den. But in this city there’s constant
danger, even for schoolboys. And when Israeli soldiers find Karim outside during the next curfew, it
seems impossible that he will survive. This powerful book fills a substantial gap in existing young
adult literature on the Middle East. With 23,000 copies already sold in the United Kingdom and
Canada, this book is sure to find a wide audience among young adult readers in the United States.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Blind Spot Khaled Elgindy, 2019-04-02 A critical
examination of the history of US-Palestinian relations The United States has invested billions of
dollars and countless diplomatic hours in the pursuit of Israeli-Palestinian peace and a two-state
solution. Yet American attempts to broker an end to the conflict have repeatedly come up short. At
the center of these failures lay two critical factors: Israeli power and Palestinian politics. While both
Israelis and Palestinians undoubtedly share much of the blame, one also cannot escape the role of
the United States, as the sole mediator in the process, in these repeated failures. American
peacemaking efforts ultimately ran aground as a result of Washington’s unwillingness to confront
Israel’s ever-deepening occupation or to come to grips with the realities of internal Palestinian
politics. In particular, the book looks at the interplay between the U.S.-led peace process and
internal Palestinian politics—namely, how a badly flawed peace process helped to weaken
Palestinian leaders and institutions and how an increasingly dysfunctional Palestinian leadership, in




turn, hindered prospects for a diplomatic resolution. Thus, while the peace process was not
necessarily doomed to fail, Washington’s management of the process, with its built-in blind spot to
Israeli power and Palestinian politics, made failure far more likely than a negotiated breakthrough.
Shaped by the pressures of American domestic politics and the special relationship with Israel,
Washington’s distinctive “blind spot” to Israeli power and Palestinian politics has deep historical
roots, dating back to the 1917 Balfour Declaration and the British Mandate. The size of the blind
spot has varied over the years and from one administration to another, but it is always present.

palestinian conflict for dummies: What Justice Demands Elan Journo, 2018-06-12 In this
book, Elan Journo explains the essential nature of the conflict, and what has fueled it for so long.
What justice demands, he shows, is that we evaluate both adversaries—and America's approach to
the conflict—according to a universal moral ideal: individual liberty. From that secular moral
framework, the book analyzes the conflict, examines major Palestinian grievances and Israel's
character as a nation, and explains what's at stake for everyone who values human life, freedom, and
progress. What Justice Demands shows us why America should be strongly supportive of freedom
and freedom-seekers—but, in this conflict and across the Middle East, it hasn't been, much to our
detriment.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Encyclopedia of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Cheryl
Rubenberg, 2010 This three-volume work offers comprehensive, even-handed coverage of the
history, issues, actors, events, institutions, and policies related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
This title includes maps, bibliographic references, a glossary, a chronology, and a detailed index.

palestinian conflict for dummies: Conflict over the Conflict Kenneth S. Stern, 2020-05-13
The Conflict over the Conflict offers a unique view of the threat to free speech, academic freedom,
and the future of the academy posed by those on both sides of the Israel/Palestine campus debate.

Palestinians - Wikipedia

Since 1978, the United Nations has observed an annual International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People. According to British historian Perry Anderson, it is estimated that half of the
population in the Palestinian territories are refugees. [52]

Palestine | History, People, Conflict, & Religion | Britannica

Jul 31, 2025 - Palestine, area of the eastern Mediterranean region comprising parts of modern Israel
and the Palestinian territories of the Gaza Strip (along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea) and the
West Bank (west of the Jordan River).

Israel and the Palestinians: History of the conflict explained - BBC
Aug 8, 2025 - The conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people is one of the longest-running in
the world.

Who Are The Palestinians? - My Jewish Learning
The Palestinian people are an Arab ethno-nationalist group residing primarily in the West Bank, the
Gaza Strip, Israel, Jordan and parts of southern Lebanon and Syria.

Who Are the Palestinians? - PCRF

The Palestinian people are Arabs who live—and have lived throughout history—in a certain
geographical region in the Middle East. Generally, Palestine is used to refer to the geographic
region spanning from the Mediterranean Sea in the east to the Jordan River in the west.

Palestine | HISTORY , Religion & Conflicts | HISTORY
Aug 11, 2017 - Today, the region known as the Palestinian Territories includes the West Bank (a
territory that sits between modern-day Israel and Jordan) and the Gaza Strip (bordering Israel ...



Palestinian Arabs | Encyclopedia.com

Jun 8, 2018 - The fourth stage of contemporary Palestinian history, from 1967 to the present, began
with the Israeli conquest of the West Bank and Gaza in June 1967, a development that resulted in
the displacement of more than 300,000 Palestinian ...

Origin of the Palestinians - Wikipedia

Studies on the origins of the Palestinians, encompassing the Arab inhabitants of the former
Mandatory Palestine and their descendants, [1] are approached through an interdisciplinary lens,
drawing from fields such as population genetics, demographic history, folklore, including oral
traditions, linguistics, and other disciplines. The demographic history of Palestine has been ...

What Would Recognizing a Palestinian State Mean? - The New ...
Jul 29, 2025 - The announcements reflect deep frustrations with Israel’s conduct in Gaza and in the
occupied West Bank, experts say.

Unraveling Palestine: Understanding Its Location and the Palestinian ...
Dec 8, 2023 - A brief history of the region and some of the roots of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.
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geographical region in the Middle East. Generally, Palestine is used to refer to the geographic ...
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