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Poetry Relies on Figurative Language Largely Because
It... Elevates the Ordinary

Have you ever read a poem that stopped you in your tracks, leaving you breathless and pondering its
meaning long after you finished? That power, that ability to evoke such intense emotion and create
vivid imagery, isn't accidental. It's largely due to the masterful use of figurative language. This post
delves into why poetry relies so heavily on figurative language, exploring its impact on meaning,
emotional resonance, and the overall artistic impact. We'll examine specific examples to illustrate
how this stylistic choice transforms the mundane into the extraordinary, making poetry a uniquely
potent form of expression.

Why Figurative Language is Essential in Poetry

Poetry, at its core, aims to transcend the limitations of literal language. While prose can convey
information directly, poetry strives for a deeper, more nuanced communication. This is where
figurative language steps in, acting as a bridge between the literal and the metaphorical. It allows
poets to express complex emotions, abstract ideas, and sensory experiences in ways that are both
evocative and memorable.

##+#+# 1. Conciseness and Impact: Saying More with Less

Poetry is often characterized by its brevity. Every word counts. Figurative language allows poets to
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pack a significant amount of meaning into a few carefully chosen words. A single metaphor can
convey a complex idea with far greater impact than a lengthy, literal explanation. Consider the
power of a line like "Hope is the thing with feathers," compared to a prosaic description of hope's
resilience.

###4# 2. Creating Vivid Imagery and Sensory Experiences

Figurative language paints pictures with words. Metaphors, similes, personification - these devices
create vivid imagery that engages the reader's senses. Instead of simply stating "the sunset was
beautiful," a poet might write "the sun bled crimson onto the horizon," instantly invoking a richer,
more visceral experience. This sensory detail is crucial for creating a powerful and memorable
poetic experience.

#### 3. Exploring Abstract Concepts and Emotions

Many of the most profound aspects of human experience - love, loss, grief, joy - are abstract and
difficult to define precisely. Figurative language allows poets to tackle these intangible concepts,
giving them shape and substance. A simile like "My heart is a lonely hunter" provides a concrete
image to convey the feeling of loneliness, making the emotion more relatable and understandable.
###+# 4. Adding Layers of Meaning and Ambiguity

The beauty of figurative language lies partly in its inherent ambiguity. A metaphor can have multiple
interpretations, enriching the poem with layers of meaning. This allows readers to engage actively

with the text, bringing their own experiences and perspectives to bear on its interpretation. The
poem becomes a collaborative effort between poet and reader.

Specific Figurative Language Devices and Their Impact

Let's explore some key figurative language devices and how they contribute to the power of poetry:
##+#4# 1. Metaphor: The Foundation of Poetic Expression

A metaphor directly equates two dissimilar things without using "like" or "as." For instance, "The
world's a stage" - this concise statement conveys a profound truth about human life and experience
in a memorable way.

###4# 2. Simile: Drawing Comparisons for Emphasis

Similes use "like" or "as" to compare two dissimilar things, highlighting their similarities. For
example, "He fought like a lion" emphasizes his courage and ferocity.

#### 3. Personification: Giving Life to the Inanimate
Personification attributes human qualities to inanimate objects or abstract ideas. "The wind

whispered secrets through the trees" adds depth and mystery, making the natural world more
engaging.



#### 4. Hyperbole: Exaggeration for Effect

Hyperbole uses deliberate exaggeration to emphasize a point or create a humorous effect. "I've told
you a million times!" is a common example, conveying the speaker's frustration.

#### 5. Symbolism: Using Objects to Represent Ideas

Symbols represent something beyond their literal meaning, adding layers of complexity and depth to
a poem. A dove, for example, often symbolizes peace.

Conclusion

Poetry relies heavily on figurative language because it offers a powerful means of expressing
complex emotions, creating vivid imagery, and engaging the reader's imagination. It allows poets to
transcend the limitations of literal language, making their work both impactful and memorable. By
employing metaphors, similes, personification, and other devices, poets craft experiences that
resonate deeply with readers, elevating the ordinary to the extraordinary and forging a connection
that endures.

FAQs

1. Can poetry exist without figurative language? While some poems might use minimal figurative
language, its absence typically diminishes the poem's impact and evocative power. Figurative
language is a core element of poetic expression.

2. How can I identify figurative language in a poem? Look for comparisons, unexpected associations,
personification, and sensory details that go beyond literal descriptions. Consider the overall effect of
the language and how it contributes to the poem's meaning.

3. Is it possible to overuse figurative language in poetry? Yes, excessive or poorly executed figurative
language can be confusing and detract from the poem's clarity. Balance and skillful execution are
crucial.

4. What are some resources for learning more about figurative language? Numerous websites,
textbooks, and online courses provide detailed explanations and examples of different figurative
language devices. Explore literary criticism resources for deeper analysis.

5. How does the use of figurative language affect the interpretation of a poem? Figurative language

significantly affects interpretation, adding layers of meaning and encouraging multiple readings. The
ambiguity inherent in many figurative devices allows for diverse and personal interpretations.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Studying Poetry Stephen



Matterson, Darryl Jones, 2011-10-17 Studying Poetry is a fun, concise and helpful guide to
understanding poetry which is divided into three parts, form and meaning, critical approaches and
interpreting poetry, all of which help to illuminate the beauty and validity of poetry using a wide
variety of examples, from Dylan Thomas to Bob Dylan.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Introduction to Educational
English Literature Novita Dewi, 2022-06-30 Introduction to Educational English Literature is a
guide book to use at the undergraduate level to introduce students to the world of literature. The
aim is to acquaint students with various kinds of literary genres and basic theories in appreciating
literary works in elementary level. The book shows how literature directly relates to the personal,
social, ecological, and spiritual aspects of our life. By reading and appreciating literary works,
students may develop emphatic understanding of self, others, and the world around us. Introduction
to Educational English Literature has 11 units; each covers the following: ¢ objectives of the unit ¢
illustrated concepts used in literary appreciation ¢ signposted exercises.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Psychology and the Poetics of
Growth Howard R. Pollio, Jack M. Barlow, Harold J. Fine, Marilyn R. Pollio, 2023-10-01 In this
volume, originally published in 1977, the authors describe the relevance of figurative language for
the psychology of language and present a methodological approach best described as naturalistic in
orientation. The first section presents the idea of figurative language in terms of linguistic, aesthetic,
and philosophical background. Also included is a description of empirical techniques used to assess
figurative language and findings from an analysis of widely differing spoken and written contexts.
The second section of this volume deals with the occurrence and significance of figurative language
within the specific context of psychotherapy. The use of such language is shown to be crucial in
patient insight. The third section deals with children, their understanding and use of figurative
expressions, specifically within the school. Here is a volume that was an outstanding addition to the
literature at the time and still a valuable resource today.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Structure & Surprise Michael
Theune, 2007 Structure & Surprise: Engaging Poetic Turns offers a road map for analyzing poetry
through examination of poems' structure, rather than their forms or genres. Michael Theune's
breakthrough concept encourages students, teachers, and writers to use structure as a tool to see
the fundamental affinities between strikingly different kinds of poetry and radically different literary
eras. The book includes examination of the mid-course turn and the elegy, as well as the ironic,
concessional, emblem, and retrospective-prospective structures, among others. In addition, 14
contemporary poets provide an example of and commentary on their own work.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: The Bible Educator Edward Hayes
Plumptre, 1899

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Knowledge and Character bound
with The Modern Teacher(RLE Edu K) William Archer, 2012-05-16 Written before, but published
after The First World War, this volume’s plea for a national system of education which will produce a
nation of prosperous, morally fulfilled people able to live at peace with other nations is doubly
poignant given the sacrifice of the ‘lost generation’. However, the author also sees the horror of the
War as an opportunity to change human destiny through education, an opportunity to abandon the
narrow system of education in favour of one which will ‘bring education in touch with life’ and
provide Britain with the intellectual and moral efficiency necessary to steer her through the
following turbulent years of the twentieth century. Covering the core subjects of the English school
curriculum in the early twentieth century the chapters in The Modern Teacher, if somewhat utopian,
describe best practice in teaching of the particular subject and suggest possible improvements. One
chapter also discusses the importance of the relatively new subject of citizenship, as well as the
moral education of pupils.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: The Routledge Companion to
Nineteenth Century Philosophy Dean Moyar, 2010-04-05 The nineteenth century is a period of
stunning philosophical originality, characterised by radical engagement with the emerging human



sciences. Often overshadowed by twentieth century philosophy which sought to reject some of its
central tenets, the philosophers of the nineteenth century have re-emerged as profoundly important
figures. The Routledge Companion to Nineteenth Century Philosophy is an outstanding survey and
assessment of the century as a whole. Divided into seven parts and including thirty chapters written
by leading international scholars, the Companion examines and assesses the central topics, themes,
and philosophers of the nineteenth century, presenting the first comprehensive picture of the period
in a single volume: German Idealism philosophy as political action, including young Hegelians, Marx
and Tocqueville philosophy and subjectivity, including Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard and Nietzsche
scientific naturalism, including Darwinism, philosophy of race, experimental psychology and
Neo-Kantianism utilitarianism and British Idealism American Idealism and Pragmatism new
directions in Mind and Logic, including Brentano, Frege and Husserl. The Routledge Companion to
Nineteenth Century Philosophy is essential reading for students of philosophy, and for anyone
interested in this period in related disciplines such as politics, history, literature and religion.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Aids to English Composition,
Prepared for Students of All Grades Richard Green Parker, 1845

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Aids to English Composition
Richard Green Parker, 1849

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Knowledge and Character
William Archer, 2011-12-08 Written before, but published after The First World War, this volume's
plea for a national system of education which will produce a nation of prosperous, morally fulfilled
people able to live at peace with other nations is doubly poignant given the sacrifice of the 'lost
generation'. However, the author also sees the horror of the War as an opportunity to change human
destiny through education, an opportunity to abandon the narrow system of education in favour of
one which will 'bring education in touch with life' and provide Britain with the intellectual and moral
efficiency necessary to steer her through the following turbulent years of the twentieth century.
Covering the core subjects of the English school curriculum in the early twentieth century the
chapters in The Modern Teacher, if somewhat utopian, describe best practice in teaching of the
particular subject and suggest possible improvements. One chapter also discusses the importance of
the relatively new subject of citizenship, as well as the moral education of pupils.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Reading Sixteenth-Century Poetry
Patrick Cheney, 2011-05-03 Reading Sixteenth-Century Poetry combines close readings of individual
poems with a critical consideration of the historical context in which they were written. Informative
and original, this book has been carefully designed to enable readers to understand, enjoy, and be
inspired by sixteenth-century poetry. Close reading of a wide variety of sixteenth-century poems,
canonical and non-canonical, by men and by women, from print and manuscript culture, across the
major literary modes and genres Poems read within their historical context, with reference to five
major cultural revolutions: Renaissance humanism, the Reformation, the modern nation-state,
companionate marriage, and the scientific revolution Offers in-depth discussion of Skelton, Wyatt,
Surrey, Isabella Whitney, Gascoigne, Philip Sidney, Spenser, Marlowe, Mary Sidney Herbert, Donne,
and Shakespeare Presents a separate study of all five of Shakespeare’s major poems - Venus and
Adonis, The Rape of Lucrece, 'The Phoenix and Turtle,' the Sonnets, and A Lover's Complaint- in the
context of his dramatic career Discusses major works of literary criticism by Plato, Aristotle, Horace,
Longinus, Philip Sidney, George Puttenham, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Seamus Heaney, Adrienne Rich,
and Helen Vendler

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: The Modern Teacher Archibald
Watson Bain, 1921

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: English Teaching in the
Secondary School Mike Fleming, David Stevens, 2009-12-04 A comprehensive guide to the theory
and practice of teaching English in secondary schools.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Words Wonder Beginners Guide
To Literature Novita Dewi, 2020-03-06 Words’ Wonder: Beginners’ Guide to Literature is an




attempt to introduce students to the wonder of words in literature. The beauty and extraordinariness
of words used in literature may help increase students’ aesthetic and intellectual growth. Studying
literature is not merely cognitive oriented but also transformative. By gaining knowledge about
literature from a variety of culture across the world, students can grow their sense of becoming
human beings so as to develop their global citizenship, tolerance and ethical responsibility. In
Indonesian context, as in any parts of the world sometimes wrecked by prejudice and intolerance,
good values from different literary traditions should be implanted in the young age as early as
possible. Only then can people foster positive attitudes, put aside resentment and bigotry, remove
anger and bitterness. The purpose of this guidebook is thus to make students aware of the joy,
charm and fascination of reading literary works, while cultivating their artistic, affective and social
aspects of life through the power of words.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Shakespeare and the Arts of
Language Russ McDonald, 2001 'Russ McDonald... offers an initiation into Shakespeares English....
Like a good musician leading us beyond merely humming the tunes, he helps us hear Shakespearean
unclarity, revealing just how expression in late Shakespeare sometimes transcends ordinary verbal
meaning.... particularly recommendable.' -Ruth Morse, Times Literary Supplement 'Oxford
University Press offer a mix of engagingly written introductions to a variety of Topics intended
largely for undergraduates. Each author has clearly been reading and listening to the most recent
scholarship, but they wear their learning lightly.' -Ruth Morse, Times Literary SupplementOxford
Shakespeare Topics (General Editors Peter Holland and Stanley Wells) provide students and
teachers with short books on important aspects of Shakespeare criticism and scholarship. Each book
is written by an authority in its field, and combines accessible style with original discussion of its
subject. Notes and a critical guide to further reading equip the interested reader with the means to
broaden research. For the modern reader or playgoer, English as Shakespeare used it - especially in
verse drama - can seem alien. Shakespeare and the Arts of Language offers practical help with
linguistic and poetic obstacles. Written in a lucid, nontechnical style, the book defines Shakespeare's
artistic tools, including imagery, rhetoric, and wordplay, and illustrates their effects. Throughout,
the reader is encouraged to find delight in the physical properties of the words: their colour, weight,
and texture, the appeal of verbal patterns, and the irresistible affective power of intensified
language.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: The Practice of Politics in
Safavid Iran Colin P. Mitchell, 2009-08-30 The Safavid dynasty originated as a fledgling apocalyptic
mystical movement based in Iranian Azarbaijan, and grew into a large, cosmopolitan Irano-Islamic
empire stretching from Baghdad to Herat. Here, Colin P. Mitchell examines how the Safavid state
introduced and moulded a unique and vibrant political discourse, reflecting the social and religious
heterogeneity of sixteenth-century Iran. Beginning with the millenarian-minded Shah Isma'il and
concluding with the autocrat par excellence, Shah Abbas, Mitchell explores the phenomenon of
state-sponsored rhetoric. A thorough investigation of the Safavid state and the significance of
rhetoric, power and religion in its functioning, The Practice of Politics in Safavid Iran is
indispensable for all those interested in Iranian history and politics and Middle East studies.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Poetry Richard Bradford,
2010-11-17 Richard Bradford's new introduction to poetry begins with and answers the slippery
question, 'what is poetry?'. The book provides a compact history of English poetry from the 16th
century to the present day and surveys the major critical and theoretical approaches to verse. It
tackles the important issues of gender, race and nationality and concludes with a lengthy account of
how to recognise good poetry. This engaging and readable book is accessible to all readers, from
those who simply enjoy poetry through university first years to graduate students. Poetry: The
Ultimate Guide provides the technical and critical tools you need to approach and evaluate poetry,
and to articulate your own views.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Bridging English Joseph O'Beirne
Milner, Lucy Floyd Morcock Milner, 2008 Bridging English, fourth edition, is a comprehensive



English methods text that is structured on James Moffett's conception of the universe of discourse in
the teaching of English: talking and listening, writing and reading. The textbook combines theory
and practice, that is, overarching structures with particular instructional strategies. It provides
prospective teachers with a huge array of approaches and activities that are active, constructivist,
and student-centered. It mirrors that emphasis with boxed Invitations to Reflection that continually
survey its readers about their experiences of English classrooms, their new learnings as they read
the text, and their projection into classroom teaching of their own. It takes into account the range of
student learners a teacher will teach from the gifted to the reluctant and struggling. It addresses the
special needs of English language learners. It also anticipates the need of its readers prospective
teachers to put theory and method into practice by designing and delivering effective units and
lessons. In several chapters on pedagogy, it helps them answer questions such as: How do I actually
teach writing? design a unit? evaluate student learning? This edition also addresses many of the
most persistent issues that arise within the field, issues that bubble up in individual classrooms,
English departments, and school communities and in the general culture.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: V. L. Parrington H. Lark Hall,
2017-09-29 H. Lark Hall presents the first comprehensive biography of Vernon Louis Parrington
(1871-1929). The recipient of the 1928 Pulitzer Prize in history for the first two volumes of his Main
Currents in American Thought, Parrington remains one of the most influential literary and historical
scholars of the early twentieth century.Parrington was a man in search of a personal myth. He found
his self-image successively mirrored in Victorian novels, painting, poetry, populism, religion, the arts
and crafts movement, American literature, and American history. These changes were also reflected
in his teaching as a professor of English - at the College of Emporia, the University of Oklahoma, and
the University of Washington. Published late in his career, the two volumes of Main Currents
represented the culmination of his search.Drawing upon his personal papers - including
correspondence, diaries, and student course work, Main Currents chapter drafts, and other
unpublished writings - Hall traces Parrington's intellectual development from his Midwestern
childhood through his mid-life engagement with English poet and artist William Morris, then from
the radical impact of the new history to the tempered post World War One reflection of his career at
the University of Washington. Hall's reinterpretation of Main Currents emphasizes Parrington's
concern with the drama of the life of the mind and links his historical viewpoint to his own personal
history.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Language and World Creation in
Poems and Other Texts Elena Semino, 2014-09-25 Language and World Creation in Poems and
Other Texts introduces an interdisciplinary and practical approach to the analysis of poetry which
focuses on text worlds, namely the contexts, scenarios or types of reality that readers construct in
their interaction with the language of texts. The book demonstrates in detail three ways of
approaching poetic text worlds, namely as discourse situations, possible worlds, and mental
constructs. Clear and detailed introductions to linguistic theories of definiteness and deixis, possible
world theory and schema theory are included, making the book accessible to readers who are
unfamiliar with these frameworks.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Studies on the Second Part of
the Book of Isaiah Harry M. Orlinsky, Norman H. Snaith, 2014-09-03 Preliminary material /Harry
M. Orlinsky -- Introductory Statement /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Chapter One: The Biblical Term
\'Servant\' in Relation to the Lord /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Chapter Two: The So-Called \'Servant of the
Lord\' Sections in Second Isaiah /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Chapter Three: The So-Called \'Suffering
Servant\' and \'Vicarious Sufferer\' in Isaiah 52-53 /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Chapter Four: The Identity
of the \'Servant\' in Second Isaiah /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Appendix /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Conclusions
/Harry M. Orlinsky -- Bibliography /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Index of Biblical and Other References
/Harry M. Orlinsky -- Index of Authors and Subjects /Harry M. Orlinsky -- Isaiah 40-66: A Study of the
Teaching of the Second Isaiah and its Consequences /Norman H. Snaith -- Introduction /Norman H.
Snaith -- Chapter One: Isaiah 40-55 and 60-62 /Norman H. Snaith -- Chapter Two: The Prophet of the



Return /Norman H. Snaith -- Chapter Three: The Nationalist /Norman H. Snaith -- Chapter Four: The
Servant of the Lord /Norman H. Snaith -- Chapter Five: Exegesis of Isaiah 40-55, 60-62 /Norman H.
Snaith -- Chapter Six: Jesus the Servant of the Lord /Norman H. Snaith -- Chapter Seven: Exegesis of
Chapters 56-66 /Norman H. Snaith -- Chapter Eight: Jerusalem from 538 B.C. To 397 B.C. /Norman
H. Snaith -- Index of Biblical References /Norman H. Snaith.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: studies on the second part of the
book of isiah Norman Henry Snaith,

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Literary Theory and Criticism in
the Later Middle Ages Ardis Butterfield, lan Johnson, Andrew Kraebel, 2023-03-31 This collection
makes a new, profound and far-reaching intervention into the rich yet little-explored terrain between
Latin scholastic theory and vernacular literature. Written by a multidisciplinary team of leading
international authors, the chapters honour and advance Alastair Minnis's field-defining scholarship.
A wealth of expert essays refract the nuances of theory through the medium of authoritative Latin
and vernacular medieval texts, providing fresh interpretative treatment to known canonical works
while also bringing unknown materials to light.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Inexhaustibility and Human
Being Stephen David Ross, 1989 At a time when the metaphysical tradition is being called
profoundly into question by proponents of pragmatism and continental philosophy, Inexhaustibility
and Human Being examines a specific aspect of metaphysics: the nature of being human,
acknowledging the force of these critiques and discussing their ramifications. Exploring the
possibility of a systematic metaphysics that acknowledges the limits of every thought, the book
offers a metaphysics of human being based on locality and inexhaustibility. Its major focus is on a
corresponding anthropology in which human being is both local and exhaustive - that is, based on
limitation and on the limitation of limitation. Among the book's major topics are: being as locality
and inexhaustibility; human being as judgment and perspective; knowing and reason as query;
language and meaning as semasis; emotion; sociality; politics; life and death. Clearly written, and
wide-ranging in scope, Inexhaustibility and Human Being covers a multitude of subjects - history,
love, sexuality, consciousness, suffering, the body, instrumentality, government, and law - in the
development of its thesis. The book will appeal not only to philosophers - but also to those involved
in studying the various arenas of human activity Professor Ross examines.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Ka Mano Wai Noreen K. Mokuau,
S. Kukunaokala Yoshimoto, Kathryn L. Braun, 2023-05-31 Ka Mano Wai is dedicated to the mo‘olelo
(stories) of fourteen esteemed kumu loea (expert teachers) who are knowledge keepers of cultural
ways. Kamana‘opono M. Crabbe, Linda Kaleo‘okalani Paik, Eric Michael Enos, Claire Ku‘uleilani
Hughes, Sarah Patricia ‘Ilialoha Ayat Keahi, Jonathan Kay Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio, Lynette
Ka'opuiki Paglinawan, Sharon Leina‘ala Bright, Keola Kawai‘ula‘iliahi Chan, Charles “Sonny”
Kaulukukui ITI, Jerry Walker, Gordon “‘Umi” Kai, Melody Kapilialoha MacKenzie, and Kekuni
Blaisdell are renowned authorities in specialty areas of cultural practice that draw from ancestral
‘ike (knowledge). They are also our mentors, colleagues, friends, and family. Their stories educate us
about maintaining and enhancing our well-being through ancestral cosmography and practices such
as mana (spiritual, supernatural, or divine power), malama kupuna (care for elders and ancestors),
‘aina momona (fruitful land and ocean), ‘clelo Hawai‘i (Hawaiian language), ho‘oponopono (conflict
resolution), la‘au lapa‘au (Hawaiian medicinal plants), lomilomi (massage), and lua (Hawaiian art of
fighting). The trio of authors’ own dedicated cultural work in the community and their deep respect
for Hawaiian worldviews and storytelling created the space for the intimate, illuminating
conversations with the kumu loea that serve as the foundation of the larger mo‘olelo told in this
book. With appreciation for the relational aspect of Native Hawaiian culture that links people,
spirituality, and the environment, beautifully nuanced photographic portraits of the kumu loea were
taken in places uniquely meaningful to them. The title of this book, Ka Mano Wai: The Source of Life,
has multilayered meanings: in the same manner that water sustains life, ancestral practices retain
history, preserve ways of being, inform identity, and provide answers for health and social justice.



This collection of life stories celebrates and perpetuates kanaka values and reveals ancestral
solutions to challenges confronting present and future generations. Nourishing connections to the
past—as Ka Mano Wai does—helps to build a future of wellness. All who are committed to ‘ike,
healing, and community will find inspiration and guidance in these varied yet intertwined legacies.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: The Galaxy William Conant Church,
1877

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: The Cambridge History of English
Poetry Michael O'Neill, 2010-04-29 Poetry written in English is uniquely powerful and suggestive in
its capacity to surprise, unsettle, shock, console, and move. The Cambridge History of English Poetry
offers sparklingly fresh and dynamic readings of an extraordinary range of poets and poems from
Beowulf to Alice Oswald. An international team of experts explores how poets in England, Scotland,
Wales and Ireland use language and to what effect, examining questions of form, tone, and voice;
they comment, too, on how formal choices are inflected by the poet's time and place. The Cambridge
History of English Poetry is the most comprehensive and authoritative history of the field from early
medieval times to the present. It traces patterns of continuity, transformation, transition, and
development. Covering a remarkable array of poets and poems, and featuring an extensive
bibliography, the scope and depth of this major work of reference make it required reading for
anyone interested in poetry.

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: The Athenaeum , 1884

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Athenaeum and Literary
Chronicle , 1874

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Pitman's Journal of Commercial
Education , 1922

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Rhetoric and American Poetry of
the Early National Period Gordon E. Bigelow, 1960

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Christian Register and Boston
Observer, 1902

poetry relies on figurative language largely because it: Debates in the Digital Humanities
2016 Matthew K. Gold, Lauren F. Klein, 2016-05-18 Pairing full-length scholarly essays with shorter
pieces drawn from scholarly blogs and conference presentations, as well as commissioned interviews
and position statements, Debates in the Digital Humanities 2016 reveals a dynamic view of a field in
negotiation with its identity, methods, and reach. Pieces in the book explore how DH can and must
change in response to social justice movements and events like #Ferguson; how DH alters and is
altered by community college classrooms; and how scholars applying DH approaches to feminist
studies, queer studies, and black studies might reframe the commitments of DH analysts. Numerous
contributors examine the movement of interdisciplinary DH work into areas such as history, art
history, and archaeology, and a special forum on large-scale text mining brings together position
statements on a fast-growing area of DH research. In the multivalent aspects of its arguments,
progressing across a range of platforms and environments, Debates in the Digital Humanities 2016
offers a vision of DH as an expanded field—new possibilities, differently structured. Published
simultaneously in print, e-book, and interactive webtext formats, each DH annual will be a
book-length publication highlighting the particular debates that have shaped the discipline in a
given year. By identifying key issues as they unfold, and by providing a hybrid model of open-access
publication, these volumes and the Debates in the Digital Humanities series will articulate the
present contours of the field and help forge its future. Contributors: Moya Bailey, Northeastern U;
Fiona Barnett; Matthew Battles, Harvard U; Jeffrey M. Binder; Zach Blas, U of London; Cameron
Blevins, Rutgers U; Sheila A. Brennan, George Mason U; Timothy Burke, Swarthmore College;
Rachel Sagner Buurma, Swarthmore College; Micha Cardenas, U of Washington-Bothell; Wendy Hui
Kyong Chun, Brown U; Tanya E. Clement, U of Texas-Austin; Anne Cong-Huyen, Whittier College;
Ryan Cordell, Northeastern U; Tressie McMillan Cottom, Virginia Commonwealth U; Amy E.
Earhart, Texas A&M U; Domenico Fiormonte, U of Roma Tre; Paul Fyfe, North Carolina State U;




Jacob Gaboury, Stony Brook U; Kim Gallon, Purdue U; Alex Gil, Columbia U; Brian Greenspan,
Carleton U; Richard Grusin, U of Wisconsin, Milwaukee; Michael Hancher, U of Minnesota; Molly
O’Hagan Hardy; David L. Hoover, New York U; Wendy F. Hsu; Patrick Jagoda, U of Chicago; Jessica
Marie Johnson, Michigan State U; Steven E. Jones, Loyola U; Margaret Linley, Simon Fraser U; Alan
Liu, U of California, Santa Barbara; Elizabeth Losh, U of California, San Diego; Alexis Lothian, U of
Maryland; Michael Maizels, Wellesley College; Mark C. Marino, U of Southern California; Anne B.
McGrail, Lane Community College; Bethany Nowviskie, U of Virginia; Julianne Nyhan, U College
London; Amanda Phillips, U of California, Davis; Miriam Posner, U of California, Los Angeles; Rita
Raley, U of California, Santa Barbara; Stephen Ramsay, U of Nebraska-Lincoln; Margaret Rhee, U of
Oregon; Lisa Marie Rhody, Graduate Center, CUNY; Roopika Risam, Salem State U; Stephen
Robertson, George Mason U; Mark Sample, Davidson College; Jentery Sayers, U of Victoria;
Benjamin M. Schmidt, Northeastern U; Scott Selisker, U of Arizona; Jonathan Senchyne, U of
Wisconsin, Madison; Andrew Stauffer, U of Virginia; Joanna Swafford, SUNY New Paltz; Toniesha L.
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overviews of literary-critical scholarship as well as innovative readings of individual narratives
informed by a variety of methodological approaches and theoretical frameworks. The volume as a
whole combines literary sensitivities with the traditional historical and sociological questions of
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humanities. It reframes biblical literature in a way that highlights its aesthetic characteristics, its
ethical and religious appeal, its organic qualities as communal literature, its witness to various forms
of social and political negotiation, and its uncanny power to affect readers and hearers across
disparate time-frames and global communities.
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