
Punic Wars Definition

Punic Wars Definition: A Comprehensive Guide to
Rome's Greatest Conflict

The clash of empires. A struggle for dominance that shaped the Mediterranean world for centuries.
These are just some of the phrases that evoke the image of the Punic Wars. But what exactly were
the Punic Wars? This in-depth guide provides a clear definition of the Punic Wars, delves into their
causes, key battles, and lasting consequences, ensuring you gain a complete understanding of this
pivotal period in ancient history. Prepare to journey back in time and explore one of history's most
significant conflicts.

What were the Punic Wars? A Concise Definition

The Punic Wars (264-146 BC) were a series of three major wars fought between the Roman Republic
and the Carthaginian Empire, a powerful Phoenician state located in modern-day Tunisia. At their
core, these wars were a brutal clash for control of the western Mediterranean Sea and its lucrative
trade routes. The term "Punic" itself derives from the Latin word Poenus, which was the Roman
name for the Carthaginians.

The Causes of the Punic Wars: A Clash of Ambitions

Several factors contributed to the outbreak of these devastating wars. It wasn't a single spark but a
gradual build-up of tensions fueled by:

Competition for Trade and Territory: Both Rome and Carthage were ambitious maritime powers
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vying for control of Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and other strategically important islands. Their
expanding spheres of influence inevitably collided.

Mercenary Warfare and Instability: Carthage's reliance on mercenary armies, while sometimes
effective, created internal instability and the potential for rebellion, making them vulnerable to
Roman aggression.

Expansionist Policies: The inherent expansionist policies of both powers exacerbated the existing
tensions. As both Rome and Carthage sought to expand their territories and influence, conflict
became almost inevitable.

The Mamertine Revolt (First Punic War Trigger): The revolt of Mamertine mercenaries in Messina,
Sicily, provided the catalyst for the first Punic war. Both Rome and Carthage became involved,
leading to a full-scale conflict.

The Three Punic Wars: A Detailed Overview

The Punic Wars consisted of three distinct conflicts, each with its own unique characteristics and
outcomes:

#### 1. The First Punic War (264-241 BC): A Naval Power Struggle

This war primarily focused on naval dominance. Rome, initially lacking a significant navy, rapidly
developed a powerful fleet and ultimately defeated Carthage, securing control of Sicily. This war
demonstrated Rome's adaptability and its willingness to invest in new technologies to achieve its
objectives.

#### 2. The Second Punic War (218-201 BC): Hannibal's Invasion of Italy

This war is arguably the most famous of the three, largely due to Hannibal Barca's audacious
crossing of the Alps with his army and elephants. Hannibal inflicted devastating defeats on the
Romans in several key battles, including Cannae, yet ultimately failed to conquer Rome itself. The
war concluded with a Roman victory, leading to Carthage's loss of significant territories and
influence.

#### 3. The Third Punic War (149-146 BC): The Destruction of Carthage

This war marked the final chapter in the Punic Wars. Fueled by Roman ambition and fear of a
resurgent Carthage, Rome completely destroyed Carthage, razing the city to the ground and
effectively ending Carthaginian independence. This act of utter destruction serves as a potent
example of Roman ruthlessness in consolidating its power.

Consequences of the Punic Wars: Reshaping the



Mediterranean

The Punic Wars had profound and lasting consequences on the ancient world:

Rise of Roman Hegemony: The wars solidified Roman dominance in the western Mediterranean,
establishing Rome as the undisputed master of the region.

Expansion of Roman Power: Rome acquired vast territories and resources, expanding its empire
significantly.

Transformation of Roman Military: The wars spurred significant advancements in Roman military
tactics and technology.

Economic Impact: The wars had a major economic impact on both Rome and Carthage, altering
trade routes and economic power dynamics in the Mediterranean.

Cultural Exchange: Despite the conflict, a degree of cultural exchange occurred between Rome and
Carthage, enriching both societies.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Conflict and Conquest

The Punic Wars stand as a testament to the ambition, brutality, and strategic brilliance of both Rome
and Carthage. These conflicts redefined the geopolitical landscape of the Mediterranean, paving the
way for the Roman Empire's rise to global prominence. Understanding the Punic Wars is crucial to
understanding the development of the Roman Republic and the subsequent Roman Empire, leaving a
legacy that resonates even today.

FAQs:

1. What was the significance of the Battle of Cannae? The Battle of Cannae (216 BC) is considered
one of Hannibal's greatest tactical victories. His encirclement strategy resulted in a devastating
Roman defeat, showcasing Hannibal's military genius.

2. Who was Hannibal Barca? Hannibal Barca was a Carthaginian general renowned for his military
skill and leadership during the Second Punic War. His invasion of Italy is considered a remarkable
feat of military strategy.

3. What was the fate of Carthage after the Third Punic War? Carthage was completely destroyed by
the Romans. The city was razed to the ground, and its inhabitants were either killed or enslaved.

4. How did the Punic Wars impact Roman naval power? The Punic Wars saw the rapid development
of the Roman navy, transforming them from a land-based power to a major naval force capable of



dominating the Mediterranean.

5. What are some primary sources for information about the Punic Wars? Primary sources include
writings from Polybius, Livy, and Appian, though it's important to consider their biases as Roman
authors. Archaeological evidence also provides valuable insights.

  punic wars definition: The Punic Wars 264–146 BC Nigel Bagnall, 2014-06-06 The three Punic
Wars lasted over 100 years, between 264 BC and 146 BC. They represented a struggle for
supremacy in the Mediterranean between the bludgeoning land power of Rome, bent on imperial
conquest, and the great maritime power of Carthage with its colonies and trading posts spread
around the Mediterranean. This book reveals how the dramas and tragedies of the Punic Wars
exemplify many political and military lessons which are as relevant today as when Hannibal and
Scipio Africanus fought to determine the course of history in the Mediterranean.
  punic wars definition: The Architecture of the Roman Triumph Maggie L. Popkin,
2016-07-22 This book offers the first critical study of the architecture of the Roman triumph, ancient
Rome's most important victory ritual. Through case studies ranging from the republican to imperial
periods, it demonstrates how powerfully monuments shaped how Romans performed, experienced,
and remembered triumphs and, consequently, how Romans conceived of an urban identity for their
city. Monuments highlighted Roman conquests of foreign peoples, enabled Romans to envision
future triumphs, made triumphs more memorable through emotional arousal of spectators, and even
generated distorted memories of triumphs that might never have occurred. This book illustrates the
far-reaching impact of the architecture of the triumph on how Romans thought about this ritual and,
ultimately, their own place within the Mediterranean world. In doing so, it offers a new model for
historicizing the interrelations between monuments, individual and shared memory, and collective
identities.
  punic wars definition: The Fall of Carthage Adrian Goldsworthy, 2012-08-30 The struggle
between Rome and Carthage in the Punic Wars was arguably the greatest and most desperate
conflict of antiquity. The forces involved and the casualties suffered by both sides were far greater
than in any wars fought before the modern era, while the eventual outcome had far-reaching
consequences for the history of the Western World, namely the ascendancy of Rome. An epic of war
and battle, this is also the story of famous generals and leaders: Hannibal, Fabius Maximus, Scipio
Africanus, and his grandson Scipio Aemilianus, who would finally bring down the walls of Carthage.
  punic wars definition: Carthage in Virgil's Aeneid Elena Giusti, 2018-03-29 Investigates the
representation of the Carthaginian enemy and the revisionist history of the Punic Wars in Virgil's
Aeneid.
  punic wars definition: The Punic Mediterranean Josephine Crawley Quinn, Nicholas C.
Vella, 2014-12-04 A revisionist exploration of identities and interactions in the 'Punic World' of the
western Mediterranean.
  punic wars definition: The Carthaginians Dexter Hoyos, 2010-06-10 The Carthaginians
reveals the complex culture, society and achievements of a famous, yet misunderstood, ancient
people. Beginning as Phoenician settlers in North Africa, the Carthaginians then broadened their
civilization with influences from neighbouring North African peoples, Egypt, and the Greek world.
Their own cultural influence in turn spread across the Western Mediterranean as they imposed
dominance over Sardinia, western Sicily, and finally southern Spain. As a stable republic Carthage
earned respectful praise from Greek observers, notably Aristotle, and from many Romans – even
Cato, otherwise notorious for insisting that ‘Carthage must be destroyed’. Carthage matched the
great city-state of Syracuse in power and ambition, then clashed with Rome for mastery of the
Mediterranean West. For a time, led by her greatest general Hannibal, she did become the leading
power between the Atlantic and the Adriatic. It was chiefly after her destruction in 146 BC that
Carthage came to be depicted by Greeks and Romans as an alien civilization, harsh, gloomy and



bloodstained. Demonising the victim eased the embarrassment of Rome’s aggression; Virgil in his
Aeneid was one of the few to offer a more sensitive vision. Exploring both written and archaeological
evidence, The Carthaginians reveals a complex, multicultural and innovative people whose
achievements left an indelible impact on their Roman conquerors and on history.
  punic wars definition: The First Punic War John Lazenby, 2016-04-29 The text provides a study
of the longest continuous war in ancient history and the greatest naval conflict ever fought. It is
intended for Roman history courses, academic and research libraries, and military history buffs.
  punic wars definition: Rome Versus Carthage Christa Steinby, 2014-10-30 The epic struggle
between Carthage and Rome, two of the superpowers of the ancient world, is most famous for land
battles in Italy, on the Iberian peninsula and in North Africa. But warfare at sea, which played a vital
role in the First and Second Punic Wars, rarely receives the attention it deserves. And it is the
monumental clashes of the Carthaginian and Roman fleets in the Mediterranean that are the focus of
Christa Steinby's absorbing study. She exploits new evidence, including the latest archaeological
discoveries, and she looks afresh at the ancient sources and quotes extensively from them. In
particular she shows how the Romans' seafaring tradition and their skill, determination and
resourcefulness eventually gave them a decisive advantage. In doing so, she overturns the myths
and misunderstandings that have tend to distort our understanding of Roman naval warfare.
  punic wars definition: Roman Disasters Jerry Toner, 2013-07-10 Roman Disasters looks at how
the Romans coped with, thought about, and used disasters for their own ends. Rome has been
famous throughout history for its great triumphs. Yet Rome also suffered colossal disasters. From
the battle of Cannae, where fifty thousand men fell in a single day, to the destruction of Pompeii, to
the first appearance of the bubonic plague, the Romans experienced large scale
calamities.Earthquakes, fires, floods and famines also regularly afflicted them. This insightful book is
the first to treat such disasters as a conceptual unity. It shows that vulnerability to disasters was
affected by politics, social status, ideology and economics. Above all, it illustrates how the resilience
of their political and cultural system allowed the Romans to survive the impact of these
life-threatening events. The book also explores the important role disaster narratives played in
Christian thought and rhetoric. Engaging and accessible, Roman Disasters will be enjoyed by
students and general readers alike.
  punic wars definition: A Companion to the Punic Wars Dexter Hoyos, 2011-01-13 A Companion
to the Punic Wars offers a comprehensive new survey of the three wars fought between Rome and
Carthage between 264 and 146 BC. Offers a broad survey of the Punic Wars from a variety of
perspectives Features contributions from an outstanding cast of international scholars with
unrivalled expertise Includes chapters on military and naval techniques, strategies, logistics, and
Hannibal as a charismatic general and leader Gives balanced coverage of both Carthage and Rome
  punic wars definition: On the Origins of War Donald Kagan, 1996-01-01 A brilliant and
vitally important history of why states go to war, by the acclaimed, award-winning author of The
Peloponnesian War. War has been a fact of life for centuries. By lucidly revealing the common
threads that connect the ancient confrontations between Athens and Sparta and between Rome and
Carthage with the two calamitous World Wars of the twentieth century, renowned historian Donald
Kagan reveals new and surprising insights into the nature of war and peace. Vivid, incisive, and
accessible, Kagan's powerful narrative warns against complacency and urgently reminds us of the
importance of preparedness in times of peace.
  punic wars definition: War: How Conflict Shaped Us Margaret MacMillan, 2020-10-06 Is
peace an aberration? The New York Times bestselling author of Paris 1919 offers a provocative view
of war as an essential component of humanity. NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW “Margaret MacMillan has produced another
seminal work. . . . She is right that we must, more than ever, think about war. And she has shown us
how in this brilliant, elegantly written book.”—H.R. McMaster, author of Dereliction of Duty and
Battlegrounds: The Fight to Defend the Free World The instinct to fight may be innate in human
nature, but war—organized violence—comes with organized society. War has shaped humanity’s



history, its social and political institutions, its values and ideas. Our very language, our public
spaces, our private memories, and some of our greatest cultural treasures reflect the glory and the
misery of war. War is an uncomfortable and challenging subject not least because it brings out both
the vilest and the noblest aspects of humanity. Margaret MacMillan looks at the ways in which war
has influenced human society and how, in turn, changes in political organization, technology, or
ideologies have affected how and why we fight. War: How Conflict Shaped Us explores such
much-debated and controversial questions as: When did war first start? Does human nature doom us
to fight one another? Why has war been described as the most organized of all human activities?
Why are warriors almost always men? Is war ever within our control? Drawing on lessons from wars
throughout the past, from classical history to the present day, MacMillan reveals the many faces of
war—the way it has determined our past, our future, our views of the world, and our very conception
of ourselves.
  punic wars definition: The Oxford Handbook of the Phoenician and Punic Mediterranean
Carolina López-Ruiz, Brian R. Doak, 2022 The Phoenicians created the Mediterranean world as we
know it--yet they remain a poorly understood group. In this Handbook, the first of its kind in English,
readers will find expert essays covering the history, culture, and areas of settlement throughout the
Phoenician and Punic world.
  punic wars definition: Archimedes and the Roman Imagination Mary Jaeger, 2010-02-24
The great mathematician Archimedes, a Sicilian Greek whose machines defended Syracuse against
the Romans during the Second Punic War, was killed by a Roman after the city fell, yet it is largely
Roman sources, and Greek texts aimed at Roman audiences, that preserve the stories about him.
Archimedes' story, Mary Jaeger argues, thus becomes a locus where writers explore the intersection
of Greek and Roman culture, and as such it plays an important role in Roman self-definition. Jaeger
uses the biography of Archimedes as a hermeneutic tool, providing insight into the construction of
the traditional historical narrative about the Roman conquest of the Greek world and the Greek
cultural invasion of Rome. By breaking down the narrative of Archimedes' life and examining how
the various anecdotes that comprise it are embedded in their contexts, the book offers fresh
readings of passages from both well-known and less-studied authors, including Polybius, Cicero,
Livy, Vitruvius, Plutarch, Silius Italicus, Valerius Maximus, Johannes Tzetzes, and Petrarch. Jaeger,
in her meticulous and elegant study of different ancient accounts of his life and inventions...reveal
more about how the Romans thought about their conquest of the Greek world than about 'science'.
---Helen King, Times Literary Supplement An absolutely wonderful book on a truly original and
important topic. As Jaeger explores neglected texts that together tell an important story about the
Romans' views of empire and their relationship to Greek cultural accomplishments, so she has
written an important new chapter in the history of science. A genuine pleasure to read, from first
page to last. ---Andrew Feldherr, Associate Professor of Classics, Princeton University This elegantly
written and convincingly argued project analyzes Archimedes as a vehicle for reception of the
Classics, as a figure for loss and recovery of cultural memory, and as a metaphorical representation
of the development of Roman identity. Jaeger's fastening on the still relatively obscure figure of the
greatest ancient mathematician as a way of understanding cultural liminality in the ancient world is
nothing short of a stroke of genius. ---Christina S. Kraus, Professor and Chair of Classics, Yale
University Archimedes and the Roman Imagination forms a useful addition to our understanding of
Roman culture as well as of the reception of science in antiquity. It will make a genuine contribution
to the discipline, not only in terms of its original interpretative claims but also as a fascinating
example of how we may follow the cultural reception of historical figures. ---Reviel Netz, Professor of
Classics, Stanford University Cover art: Benjamin West. Cicero Discovering the Tomb of Archimedes.
Yale University Art Gallery. John Hill Morgan, B.A. 1893, LL.B. 1898, M.A. (Hon.) 1929, Fund.
  punic wars definition: The Young Carthaginian George Alfred Henty, 1887 The Punic Wars
began as a struggle for empire and afterwards for existence on the part of Carthage. Hannibal was a
great and skillful general who defeated the Romans at Trebia, Lake Trasimenus, and Cannae and all
but took Rome.



  punic wars definition: The Punic Wars Nigel Bagnall, 2008-09-04 The Punic Wars (264-146BC)
sprang from a mighty power struggle between two ancient civilisations - the trading empire of
Carthage and the military confedoration of Rome. It was a period of astonishing human misfortune,
lasting over a period of 118 years and resulting in the radical depletion of Rome's population and
resources and the complete annihilation of Carthage. All this took place more than 2,000 years ago,
yet, as Nigel Bagnall's comprehensive history demonstrates, the ancient conflict is remarkable for its
contemporary revelance.
  punic wars definition: The Origins of Major War Dale C. Copeland, 2013-02-15 One of the
most important questions of human existence is what drives nations to war—especially massive,
system-threatening war. Much military history focuses on the who, when, and where of war. In this
riveting book, Dale C. Copeland brings attention to bear on why governments make decisions that
lead to, sustain, and intensify conflicts.Copeland presents detailed historical narratives of several
twentieth-century cases, including World War I, World War II, and the Cold War. He highlights
instigating factors that transcend individual personalities, styles of government, geography, and
historical context to reveal remarkable consistency across several major wars usually considered
dissimilar. The result is a series of challenges to established interpretive positions and provocative
new readings of the causes of conflict.Classical realists and neorealists claim that dominant powers
initiate war. Hegemonic stability realists believe that wars are most often started by rising states.
Copeland offers an approach stronger in explanatory power and predictive capacity than these three
brands of realism: he examines not only the power resources but the shifting power differentials of
states. He specifies more precisely the conditions under which state decline leads to conflict,
drawing empirical support from the critical cases of the twentieth century as well as major wars
spanning from ancient Greece to the Napoleonic Wars.
  punic wars definition: Carthage Must Be Destroyed Richard Miles, 2011-07-21 The first
full-scale history of Hannibal's Carthage in decades and a convincing and enthralling narrative. (The
Economist ) Drawing on a wealth of new research, archaeologist, historian, and master storyteller
Richard Miles resurrects the civilization that ancient Rome struggled so mightily to expunge. This
monumental work charts the entirety of Carthage's history, from its origins among the Phoenician
settlements of Lebanon to its apotheosis as a Mediterranean empire whose epic land-and-sea clash
with Rome made a legend of Hannibal and shaped the course of Western history. Carthage Must Be
Destroyed reintroduces readers to the ancient glory of a lost people and their generations-long
struggle against an implacable enemy.
  punic wars definition: Military Strategy: A Very Short Introduction Antulio J. Echevarria
II, 2024 Military Strategy: A Very Short Introduction adapts Clausewitz's framework to highlight the
dynamic relationship between the main elements of strategy: purpose, method, and means. Drawing
on historical examples, Antulio J. Echevarria discusses the major types of military strategy and how
emerging technologies are affecting them. This second edition has been updated to include an
expanded chapter on manipulation through cyberwarfare and new further reading.
  punic wars definition: Hannibal Theodore Ayrault Dodge, 1891
  punic wars definition: The Twelve Tables Anonymous, 2019-12-05 This book presents the
legislation that formed the basis of Roman law - The Laws of the Twelve Tables. These laws, formally
promulgated in 449 BC, consolidated earlier traditions and established enduring rights and duties of
Roman citizens. The Tables were created in response to agitation by the plebeian class, who had
previously been excluded from the higher benefits of the Republic. Despite previously being
unwritten and exclusively interpreted by upper-class priests, the Tables became highly regarded and
formed the basis of Roman law for a thousand years. This comprehensive sequence of definitions of
private rights and procedures, although highly specific and diverse, provided a foundation for the
enduring legal system of the Roman Empire.
  punic wars definition: Truceless War B. Dexter Hoyos, 2007 A major rebellion against
Carthage of mercenary troops and oppressed North African subjects almost ended her existence, a
story vividly recorded by the historian Polybius. Truceless War reconstructs what happened and



why, and the role of Carthage's rescuer Hamilcar Barca.
  punic wars definition: Roman Warfare Adrian Goldsworthy, 2019-05-07 From an
award-winning historian of ancient Rome, a concise and comprehensive history of the fighting forces
that created the Roman Empire Roman warfare was relentless in its pursuit of victory. A ruthless
approach to combat played a major part in Rome's history, creating an empire that eventually
included much of Europe, the Near East and North Africa. What distinguished the Roman army from
its opponents was the uncompromising and total destruction of its enemies. Yet this ferocity was
combined with a genius for absorbing conquered peoples, creating one of the most enduring empires
ever known. In Roman Warfare, celebrated historian Adrian Goldsworthy traces the history of
Roman warfare from 753 BC, the traditional date of the founding of Rome by Romulus, to the
eventual decline and fall of Roman Empire and attempts to recover Rome and Italy from the
barbarians in the sixth century AD. It is the indispensable history of the most professional fighting
force in ancient history, an army that created an Empire and changed the world.
  punic wars definition: The Historians of Ancient Rome Ronald Mellor, 2012-10-12 The
Historians of Ancient Rome is the most comprehensive collection of ancient sources for Roman
history available in a single English volume. After a general introduction on Roman historical
writing, extensive passages from more than a dozen Greek and Roman historians and biographers
trace the history of Rome over more than a thousand years: from the city’s foundation by Romulus in
753 B.C.E. (Livy) to Constantine’s edict of toleration for Christianity (313 C.E.) Selections include
many of the high points of Rome’s climb to world domination: the defeat of Hannibal; the conquest
of Greece and the eastern Mediterranean; the defeat of the Catilinarian conspirators; Caesar’s
conquest of Gaul; Antony and Cleopatra; the establishment of the Empire by Caesar Augustus; and
the Roman Peace under Hadrian and long excepts from Tacitus record the horrors of the reigns of
Tiberius and Nero. The book is intended both for undergraduate courses in Roman history and for
the general reader interested in approaching the Romans through the original historical sources.
Hence, excerpts of Polybius, Livy, and Tacitus are extensive enough to be read with pleasure as an
exciting narrative. Now in its third edition, changes to this thoroughly revised volume include a new
timeline, translations of several key inscriptions such as the Twelve Tables, and additional readings.
This is a book which no student of Roman history should be without.
  punic wars definition: The Oxford Handbook of Warfare in the Classical World Brian
Campbell, Lawrence A. Tritle, 2017-07 Offers six exemplary case studies of Greeks and Romans at
war, thoroughly illustrated with detailed battle maps and photographs--Provided by publisher.
  punic wars definition: Cannae: The Experience of Battle in the Second Punic War Gregory
Daly, 2005-08-18 On a hot and dusty summer's day in 216 BC, the forces of the Carthaginian general
Hannibal faced the Roman army in a dramatic encounter at Cannae. Massively outnumbered, the
Carthaginians nevertheless won an astonishing victory - one that left more than 50,000 men dead.
Gregory Daly's enthralling study considers the reasons that led the two armies to the field of battle,
and why each followed the course that they did when they got there. It explores in detail the
composition of the armies, and the tactics and leadership methods of the opposing generals. Finally,
by focusing on the experiences of those who fought, Daly gives an unparalleled portrait of the true
horror and chaos of ancient warfare. This striking and vivid account is the fullest yet of the bloodiest
battle in ancient history.
  punic wars definition: The Strategy of Victory Thomas Fleming, 2017-10-10 A sweeping and
insightful grand strategic overview of the American Revolution, highlighting Washington's role in
orchestrating victory and creating the US Army Led by the Continental Congress, the Americans
almost lost the war for independence because their military thinking was badly muddled. Following
the victory in 1775 at Bunker Hill, patriot leaders were convinced that the key to victory was the
home-grown militia--local men defending their families and homes. But the flush of early victory
soon turned into a bitter reality as the British routed Americans fleeing New York. General George
Washington knew that having and maintaining an army of professional soldiers was the only way to
win independence. As he fought bitterly with the leaders in Congress over the creation of a regular



army, he patiently waited until his new army was ready for pitched battle. His first opportunity came
late in 1776, following his surprise crossing of the Delaware River. In New Jersey, the strategy of
victory was about to unfold. In The Strategy of Victory, preeminent historian Thomas Fleming
examines the battles that created American independence, revealing how the creation of a
professional army worked on the battlefield to secure victory, independence, and a lasting peace for
the young nation.
  punic wars definition: The World Book Encyclopedia , 2002 An encyclopedia designed
especially to meet the needs of elementary, junior high, and senior high school students.
  punic wars definition: Oxford Latin Course M. G. Balme, James Morwood, 1996 Provides
teachers and students alike with a modern, inviting and structured way to sustain interest and
excellence in Latin. Based on the reading of original texts, the course is structured around a
narrative detailing the life of the poet Horace, which helps students to develop an understanding of
the times of Cicero and Augustus.
  punic wars definition: Carthage's Other Wars Dexter Hoyos, 2019-12-19 “A very good read .
. . and a reminder that the Romans were hardly the only imperialist warmongers of the ancient
world.” —StrategyPage Carthage was the western Mediterranean’s first superpower, long before
Rome, and her military history was powerful, eventful, and checkered even before her “Punic Wars”
against Rome. Although characterized in the surviving sources and modern studies as a
predominantly mercantile state, Carthage fought many wars, both aggressive and defensive, before
and in between the contests with the Roman parvenus. The Greek states of Sicily, above all Syracuse
under its tyrants Dionysius the Great and then Agathocles, were her most resolute opponents, but in
North Africa itself, in Sardinia, and later on in Spain she won—and sometimes lost—major wars. This
is the first full-length study dedicated to these other wars that furthered Carthage’s interests for
over half a millennium. Based firmly and analytically on ancient sources, it also offers the insight
that Carthage, though usually considered a naval power, did more fighting on land than at sea—and
with more success. Includes illustrations
  punic wars definition: The Oxford Companion to Military History Richard Holmes, Hew
Strachan, Chris Bellamy, Hugh Bicheno, 2001 A comprehensive A-Z guide to warfare from the
classical period to the present day, including the social, political, technological, and economic
background of major conflicts. Entries cover people (military leaders, theorists, inventors, etc.),
weapons and equipment, wars, campaigns, andbattles, strategy and tactics, logistics, fortifications,
military life, military literature, military medicine, as well as wide-ranging contextual entries on
topics as diverse as animals in war and pacifism. There are 75 specially commissioned maps, and 20
in-text line diagrams.
  punic wars definition: The Histories Polybius, 1922
  punic wars definition: History for the IB Diploma: Causes, Practices and Effects of Wars Mike
Wells, 2011-05-19 An exciting new series that covers the five Paper 2 topics of the IB 20th Century
World History syllabus. This coursebook covers Paper 2, Topic 1, Causes, practices and effects of
wars, in the 20th Century World History syllabus for the IB History programme. It is divided into
thematic sections, following the IB syllabus structure and is written in clear, accessible English. It
covers the following areas for detailed study: First World War (1914-18); Second World War
(1939-45); Asia and Oceania: Chinese Civil War (1927-37 and 1946-9); and Europe and Middle East:
Spanish Civil War (1936-9). Tailored to the requirements and assessment objectives of the IB
syllabus, it allows students to make comparisons between different regions and time periods.
  punic wars definition: The History of Rome Livy, 1909
  punic wars definition: Military Effectiveness: Volume 3, The Second World War Allan R.
Millett, Williamson Murray, 2010-08-09 This three-volume study examines the questions raised by
the performance of the military institutions of France, Germany, Russia, the United States, Great
Britain, Japan, and Italy in the period from 1914 to 1945. Leading military historians deal with the
different national approaches to war and military power at the tactical, operational, strategic, and
political levels. They form the basis for a fundamental re-examination of how military organizations



have performed in the first half of the twentieth century. Volume 3 covers World War II. Volumes 1
and 2 address address World War I and the interwar period, respectively. Now in a new edition, with
a new introduction by the editors, these classic volumes will remain invaluable for military historians
and social scientists in their examination of national security and military issues. They will also be
essential reading for future military leaders at Staff and War Colleges.
  punic wars definition: The Conspiracy of Catiline and the War of Jugurtha Sallust, 1924
  punic wars definition: The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783 Alfred
Thayer Mahan, 1890
  punic wars definition: Roman Imperialism Andrew Erskine, 2010 Andrew Erskine exomines
the course nad nature of Roman Expansion, focusing on explanations, ancient adn modern, the
impact of Roma rule on the subjed and the effect of empire on the imperial power. All these topics
have crated fremedous amount of discussion among schloars, not least because the study of Roman
imperialism has alwasys been informed by contemporary perceptions of international power
relations. --
  punic wars definition: Hannibal's Dynasty Dexter Hoyos, 2005 Hannibal's family dominated
Carthage and its empire for the last forty years of the third century BC. This book provides the full
story of Carthage's achievement during that time.
  punic wars definition: Intelligence Activities in Ancient Rome Rose Mary Sheldon, 2004-12-16
Professor Sheldon uses the modern concept of the intelligence cycle to trace intelligence activities in
Rome whether they were done by private citizens, the government, or the military. Examining a
broad range of activities the book looks at the many types of espionage tradecraft that have left their
traces in the ancient sources: * intelligence and counterintelligence gathering * covert action *
clandestine operations * the use of codes and ciphers Dispelling the myth that such activities are a
modern invention, Professor Sheldon explores how these ancient spy stories have modern echoes as
well. What is the role of an intelligence service in a free republic? When do the security needs of the
state outweigh the rights of the citizen? If we cannot trust our own security services, how safe can
we be? Although protected by the Praetorian Guard, seventy-five percent of Roman emperors died
by assassination or under attack by pretenders to his throne. Who was guarding the guardians? For
students of Rome, and modern social studies too - this will provide a fascinating read.
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