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Are you grappling with William Faulkner's notoriously challenging novel, As I Lay Dying? Feeling
lost in the stream-of-consciousness narratives and the sprawling cast of characters? You're not
alone. This comprehensive guide provides a deep dive into As I Lay Dying using a SparkNotes-style
approach, offering plot summaries, character analyses, thematic explorations, and stylistic insights
to help you navigate this Southern Gothic masterpiece. We'll break down the complex narrative
structure, clarify confusing passages, and illuminate the novel's enduring power. Forget struggling –
let's unlock the secrets of As I Lay Dying together.

Understanding the Narrative Structure: A Multi-Voiced
Tragedy

Faulkner's innovative storytelling in As I Lay Dying is its most striking feature. Instead of a single,
unified narrative, the novel unfolds through multiple first-person perspectives. Each character –
Addie Bundren, Darl, Jewel, Dewey Dell, Vardaman, Anse, and others – offers a fragmented,
subjective account of the Bundren family's arduous journey to bury Addie. This fragmented narrative
isn't simply a stylistic choice; it profoundly shapes our understanding of the events and the
characters themselves.

#### The Significance of Multiple Perspectives:

The multiplicity of voices creates a complex and multifaceted portrayal of Addie's death and its
impact on her family. We see the event through the lens of grief, guilt, desire, and delusion. No
single perspective holds the whole truth, forcing the reader to piece together the narrative like a
puzzle. This reflects the chaotic and often contradictory nature of human experience.

#### Key Characters and Their Narratives:

Addie Bundren: Her chapter provides a crucial retrospective, revealing her inner thoughts and
motivations, particularly her complicated relationships with her children and husband.
Darl Bundren: Considered by many to be the novel's most insightful narrator, Darl offers a sharp,
often cynical, perspective, highlighting the family's flaws and the absurdity of their undertaking.
Jewel Bundren: His narrative is short and terse, reflecting his taciturn nature and his deep,
unspoken bond with Addie.
Dewey Dell Bundren: Her narrative reveals her youthful vulnerability and her desperation
concerning her pregnancy.
Vardaman Bundren: His childlike perspective provides a poignant counterpoint to the adult anxieties
and griefs surrounding his mother's death.
Anse Bundren: Anse's self-serving and manipulative nature is laid bare through his narrative. His
actions underscore the novel's exploration of self-interest and the corrosive effects of greed.

Exploring the Major Themes in As I Lay Dying:

As I Lay Dying is rich in thematic complexity. It's not simply a story about a family burying a mother;
it's a profound exploration of several interwoven themes:



#### 1. Death and Grief:

The novel delves deeply into the multifaceted nature of death and grief. Each character experiences
and processes Addie's death differently, highlighting the subjective and intensely personal nature of
loss. Faulkner explores the various stages of grief, from denial and anger to acceptance and,
ultimately, a kind of resigned understanding.

#### 2. Family and Relationships:

The Bundren family is dysfunctional, marked by conflict, misunderstanding, and resentment. Yet,
despite their flaws, a complex, albeit strained, bond unites them. The journey to bury Addie acts as a
crucible, testing the strength of their familial ties.

#### 3. The Absurdity of Life:

The novel's narrative structure and the characters' struggles contribute to a sense of absurdity. The
family's arduous and ultimately futile journey to bury Addie in Jefferson highlights the often
meaningless and frustrating aspects of human existence.

#### 4. The Southern Landscape:

The harsh, unforgiving landscape of the American South plays a crucial role in the novel. The setting
is a character in itself, mirroring the emotional and psychological states of the characters. The
journey becomes a symbolic representation of their internal struggles.

Faulkner's Stylistic Choices and Their Impact:

Faulkner's stylistic choices significantly contribute to the novel's power and complexity. His use of
stream-of-consciousness narration, fragmented sentences, and non-linear storytelling creates a
sense of immediacy and chaos, mirroring the characters' emotional turmoil.

#### Stream-of-Consciousness and Interiority:

Faulkner’s masterful use of stream-of-consciousness allows readers unparalleled access to the
characters’ inner lives, thoughts, and feelings. This technique is crucial in understanding the
motivations and complexities of each family member.

#### Symbolism and Allegory:

The novel is rife with symbolism, from the decaying barn to the relentless Mississippi River, each
representing various aspects of life, death, and the human condition. The journey itself can be
interpreted allegorically as a metaphor for life's struggles and the ultimate futility of certain
pursuits.



Conclusion: Unraveling Faulkner's Legacy

As I Lay Dying remains a challenging yet rewarding read. By understanding its complex narrative
structure, exploring its central themes, and appreciating Faulkner's distinctive style, readers can
unlock the power and beauty of this Southern Gothic masterpiece. This guide offers a starting point,
encouraging further engagement with the text and a deeper understanding of Faulkner's literary
genius.

FAQs:

1. What is the central conflict in As I Lay Dying? The central conflict is the Bundren family's arduous
journey to bury Addie, which mirrors internal conflicts within the family and their struggles with
grief, loss, and their own individual flaws.

2. Why is Darl considered such an important character? Darl's insightful and often cynical narration
provides a critical perspective on the family's actions and the absurdity of their undertaking, offering
the reader a deeper understanding of the novel's themes.

3. What is the significance of Addie Bundren's chapter? Addie's chapter provides a crucial
retrospective, giving voice to her feelings, motivations, and revealing the complex dynamics of her
relationships with her husband and children.

4. How does the setting impact the narrative? The harsh, unforgiving landscape of the American
South acts as a character in itself, reflecting the emotional and psychological states of the
characters and mirroring the difficulties of their journey.

5. Is As I Lay Dying a difficult read? Yes, the novel's complex narrative structure, stream-of-
consciousness style, and challenging themes make it a demanding but ultimately rewarding read.
This guide aims to ease the challenges and help readers appreciate Faulkner's masterful storytelling.

  spark notes as i lay dying: As I Lay Dying William Faulkner, 2022-08-01 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner. DigiCat Publishing
considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully
reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as
ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a
classic of world literature.
  spark notes as i lay dying: As I Lay Dying William Faulkner, 2013-06-04 Set in
Yoknapatawpha County, Mississippi, As I Lay Dying tells the story of the dysfunctional Bundren
family as they set out to fulfill Addie Bundren’s dying wish. Told by fifteen narrators, including
Jewel, Cash, Darl and Dewey Dell, As I Lay Dying uses stream of consciousness to unveil each
character’s motivations for carrying out Addie’s wish, along with a multitude of lies they have been
hiding from each other. As I Lay Dying was Faulkner’s fifth novel and is included in the Modern
Library’s list of 100 best English-language novels of the 20th century. The novel inspired a number
of critically-acclaimed books including Graham Swift’s Last Orders and Suzan-Lori Parks’s Getting



Mother’s Body: A Novel. The title, which inspired the name of the Grammy-nominated band As I Lay
Dying, is derived from Homer’s The Odyssey. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of
literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.
  spark notes as i lay dying: A Court of Wings and Ruin Sarah J. Maas, 2018-05 Sarah J. Maas
hit the New York Times SERIES list at #1 with A Court of Wings and Ruin!
  spark notes as i lay dying: Light in August William Faulkner, 2022-08-01 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of Light in August by William Faulkner. DigiCat Publishing
considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully
reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as
ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a
classic of world literature.
  spark notes as i lay dying: The Bear William Faulkner, 2013-03-19 Isaac McCaslin is obsessed
with hunting down Old Ben, a mythical bear that wreaks havoc on the forest. After this feat is
accomplished, Isaac struggles with his relationship to nature and to the land, which is complicated
when he inherits a large plantation in Yoknapatawapha County. “The Bear” is included in William
Faulkner’s novel, Go Down, Moses. Although primarily known for his novels, Faulkner wrote in a
variety of formats, including plays, poetry, essays, screenplays, and short stories, many of which are
highly acclaimed and anthologized. Like his novels, many of Faulkner’s short stories are set in
fictional Yoknapatawapha County, a setting inspired by Lafayette County, where Faulkner spent
most of his life. His first short story collection, These 13 (1931), includes many of his most frequently
anthologized stories, including A Rose for Emily, Red Leaves and That Evening Sun. HarperCollins
brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook
production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperCollins
short-stories collection to build your digital library.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Red Leaves William Faulkner, 2013-03-19 When Chief Issetibbeha
dies, custom requires that the Chickasaw leader’s worldly possessions be buried with him. This
includes his servant, who makes a desperate bid for his life in this early William Faulkner short
story. Although primarily known for his novels, Faulkner wrote in a variety of formats, including
plays, poetry, essays, screenplays, and short stories, many of which are highly acclaimed and
anthologized. Like his novels, many of Faulkner’s short stories are set in fictional Yoknapatawapha
County, a setting inspired by Lafayette County, where Faulkner spent most of his life. His first short
story collection, These 13 (1931), includes many of his most frequently anthologized stories,
including A Rose for Emily, Red Leaves and That Evening Sun. HarperCollins brings great works of
literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperCollins short-stories collection
to build your digital library.
  spark notes as i lay dying: My Mother is a Fish William Faulkner, Janet C. Nosek, 2000 This
book is a powerful discussion of the novels, short stories, and poems of William Faulkner. Intended
for both the general reader as well as those already fully acquainted with his work, My Mother is a
Fish illustrates the wisdom and genius of this great modernist of classical twentieth century
American Literature. Janet C. Nosek provides a personal commentary on quotations and short
passages that show the wide range of style, language, themes, and connections found in Faulkner's
fiction. Both instructive and entertaining, this book will be of great interest to literary scholars and a
helpful ancillary text as well.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Ohio Stephen Markley, 2019-06-04 “Extraordinary...beautifully
precise...[an] earnestly ambitious debut.” —The New York Times Book Review “A wild, angry, and
devastating masterpiece of a book.” —NPR “[A] descendent of the Dickensian ‘social novel’ by way of
Jonathan Franzen: epic fiction that lays bare contemporary culture clashes, showing us who we are
and how we got here.” —O, The Oprah Magazine “A book that has stayed with me ever since I put it



down.” —Seth Meyers, host of Late Night with Seth Meyers One sweltering night in 2013, four
former high school classmates converge on their hometown in northeastern Ohio. There’s Bill
Ashcraft, a passionate, drug-abusing young activist whose flailing ambitions have taken him from
Cambodia to Zuccotti Park to post-BP New Orleans, and now back home with a mysterious package
strapped to the undercarriage of his truck; Stacey Moore, a doctoral candidate reluctantly
confronting her family and the mother of her best friend and first love, whose disappearance spurs
the mystery at the heart of the novel; Dan Eaton, a shy veteran of three tours in Iraq, home for a
dinner date with the high school sweetheart he’s tried desperately to forget; and the beautiful,
fragile Tina Ross, whose rendezvous with the washed-up captain of the football team triggers the
novel’s shocking climax. Set over the course of a single evening, Ohio toggles between the
perspectives of these unforgettable characters as they unearth dark secrets, revisit old regrets and
uncover—and compound—bitter betrayals. Before the evening is through, these narratives converge
masterfully to reveal a mystery so dark and shocking it will take your breath away.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Everything Matters! Ron Currie, 2009-06-25 Startlingly talented .
. . he survives the inevitable, apt comparisons to Kurt Vonnegut and writes in a tenderly mordant
voice all his own. -Janet Maslin, The New York Times In this novel rich in character, Junior
Thibodeau grows up in rural Maine in a time of Atari, baseball cards, pop Catholicism, and cocaine.
He also knows something no one else knows-neither his exalted parents, nor his baseball-savant
brother, nor the love of his life (she doesn't believe him anyway): The world will end when he is
thirty-six. While Junior searches for meaning in a doomed world, his loved ones tell an all-American
family saga of fathers and sons, blinding romance, lost love, and reconciliation-culminating in one
final triumph that reconfigures the universe. A tour de force of storytelling, Everything Matters! is a
genre-bending potpourri of alternative history, sci-fi, and the great American tale in the tradition of
John Irving and Margaret Atwood.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Bunny Mona Awad, 2019-06-11 NATIONAL BESTSELLER Soon to
be a major motion picture Jon Swift + Witches of Eastwick + Kelly 'Get In Trouble' Link + Mean
Girls + Creative Writing Degree Hell! No punches pulled, no hilarities dodged, no meme unmangled!
O Bunny you are sooo genius! —Margaret Atwood, via Twitter A wild, audacious and ultimately
unforgettable novel. —Michael Schaub, Los Angeles Times Awad is a stone-cold genius. —Ann
Bauer, The Washington Post The Vegetarian meets Heathers in this darkly funny, seductively
strange novel from the acclaimed author of 13 Ways of Looking at a Fat Girl and Rouge We were just
these innocent girls in the night trying to make something beautiful. We nearly died. We very nearly
did, didn't we? Samantha Heather Mackey couldn't be more of an outsider in her small, highly
selective MFA program at New England's Warren University. A scholarship student who prefers the
company of her dark imagination to that of most people, she is utterly repelled by the rest of her
fiction writing cohort--a clique of unbearably twee rich girls who call each other Bunny, and seem to
move and speak as one. But everything changes when Samantha receives an invitation to the
Bunnies' fabled Smut Salon, and finds herself inexplicably drawn to their front door--ditching her
only friend, Ava, in the process. As Samantha plunges deeper and deeper into the Bunnies' sinister
yet saccharine world, beginning to take part in the ritualistic off-campus Workshop where they
conjure their monstrous creations, the edges of reality begin to blur. Soon, her friendships with Ava
and the Bunnies will be brought into deadly collision. The spellbinding new novel from one of our
most fearless chroniclers of the female experience, Bunny is a down-the-rabbit-hole tale of loneliness
and belonging, friendship and desire, and the fantastic and terrible power of the imagination.
Named a Best Book of 2019 by TIME, Vogue, Electric Literature, and The New York Public Library
  spark notes as i lay dying: Salvage the Bones Jesmyn Ward, 2012-04-12 A hurricane is
building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening the coastal town of Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and
Esch's father is growing concerned. He's a hard drinker, largely absent, and it isn't often he worries
about the family. Esch and her three brothers are stocking up on food, but there isn't much to save.
Lately, Esch can't keep down what food she gets; at fifteen, she has just realized that she's pregnant.
Her brother Skeetah is sneaking scraps for his prized pit bull's new litter, dying one by one.



Meanwhile, brothers Randall and Junior try to stake their claim in a family long on child's play and
short on parenting. As the twelve days that make up the novel's framework yield to a dramatic
conclusion, this unforgettable family - motherless children sacrificing for one another as they can,
protecting and nurturing where love is scarce - pulls itself up to face another day.
  spark notes as i lay dying: The Honest Truth Dan Gemeinhart, 2015-03-05 Mark has been in
and out of hospital his whole life - and he's fed up. So when his cancer returns, he decides he's had
enough. Running away with his dog Beau, he sets out to climb a mountain - and it's only when he's
left everything behind that Mark realises he has everything to live for.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Born to Run Christopher McDougall, 2010-12-09 A New York Times
bestseller 'A sensation ... a rollicking tale well told' - The Times At the heart of Born to Run lies a
mysterious tribe of Mexican Indians, the Tarahumara, who live quietly in canyons and are reputed to
be the best distance runners in the world; in 1993, one of them, aged 57, came first in a prestigious
100-mile race wearing a toga and sandals. A small group of the world's top ultra-runners (and the
awe-inspiring author) make the treacherous journey into the canyons to try to learn the tribe's
secrets and then take them on over a course 50 miles long. With incredible energy and smart
observation, McDougall tells this story while asking what the secrets are to being an incredible
runner. Travelling to labs at Harvard, Nike, and elsewhere, he comes across an incredible cast of
characters, including the woman who recently broke the world record for 100 miles and for her
encore ran a 2:50 marathon in a bikini, pausing to down a beer at the 20 mile mark.
  spark notes as i lay dying: The Circle Dave Eggers, 2013-10-08 INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER • A bestselling dystopian novel that tackles surveillance, privacy and the frightening
intrusions of technology in our lives—a “compulsively readable parable for the 21st century” (Vanity
Fair). When Mae Holland is hired to work for the Circle, the world’s most powerful internet
company, she feels she’s been given the opportunity of a lifetime. The Circle, run out of a sprawling
California campus, links users’ personal emails, social media, banking, and purchasing with their
universal operating system, resulting in one online identity and a new age of civility and
transparency. As Mae tours the open-plan office spaces, the towering glass dining facilities, the cozy
dorms for those who spend nights at work, she is thrilled with the company’s modernity and activity.
There are parties that last through the night, there are famous musicians playing on the lawn, there
are athletic activities and clubs and brunches, and even an aquarium of rare fish retrieved from the
Marianas Trench by the CEO. Mae can’t believe her luck, her great fortune to work for the most
influential company in the world—even as life beyond the campus grows distant, even as a strange
encounter with a colleague leaves her shaken, even as her role at the Circle becomes increasingly
public. What begins as the captivating story of one woman’s ambition and idealism soon becomes a
heart-racing novel of suspense, raising questions about memory, history, privacy, democracy, and
the limits of human knowledge.
  spark notes as i lay dying: When Breath Becomes Air (Indonesian Edition) Paul Kalanithi,
2016-10-06 Pada usia ketiga puluh enam, Paul Kalanithi merasa suratan nasibnya berjalan dengan
begitu sempurna. Paul hampir saja menyelesaikan masa pelatihan luar biasa panjangnya sebagai
ahli bedah saraf selama sepuluh tahun. Beberapa rumah sakit dan universitas ternama telah
menawari posisi penting yang diimpikannya selama ini. Penghargaan nasional pun telah diraihnya.
Dan kini, Paul hendak kembali menata ikatan pernikahannya yang merenggang, memenuhi peran
sebagai sosok suami yang ia janjikan. Akan tetapi, secara tiba-tiba, kanker mencengkeram
paru-parunya, melumpuhkan organ-organ penting dalam tubuhnya. Seluruh masa depan yang
direncanakan Paul seketika menguap. Pada satu hari ia adalah seorang dokter yang menangani
orang-orang yang sekarat, tetapi pada hari berikutnya, ia adalah pasien yang mencoba bertahan
hidup. Apa yang membuat hidup berharga dan bermakna, mengingat semua akan sirna pada
akhirnya? Apa yang Anda lakukan saat masa depan tak lagi menuntun pada cita-cita yang
diidamkan, melainkan pada masa kini yang tanpa akhir? Apa artinya memiliki anak, merawat
kehidupan baru saat kehidupan lain meredup? When Breath Becomes Air akan membawa kita
bergelut pada pertanyaan-pertanyaan penting tentang hidup dan seberapa layak kita diberi pilihan



untuk menjalani kehidupan. [Mizan, Bentang Pustaka, Memoar, Biografi, Kisah, Medis, Terjemahan,
Indonesia]
  spark notes as i lay dying: Before We Were Strangers Renée Carlino, 2015-08-18 From the
USA TODAY bestselling author of Sweet Thing and Nowhere But Here comes a love story about a
Craigslist “missed connection” post that gives two people a second chance at love fifteen years after
they were separated in New York City. To the Green-eyed Lovebird: We met fifteen years ago, almost
to the day, when I moved my stuff into the NYU dorm room next to yours at Senior House. You called
us fast friends. I like to think it was more. We lived on nothing but the excitement of finding
ourselves through music (you were obsessed with Jeff Buckley), photography (I couldn’t stop taking
pictures of you), hanging out in Washington Square Park, and all the weird things we did to make
money. I learned more about myself that year than any other. Yet, somehow, it all fell apart. We lost
touch the summer after graduation when I went to South America to work for National Geographic.
When I came back, you were gone. A part of me still wonders if I pushed you too hard after the
wedding… I didn’t see you again until a month ago. It was a Wednesday. You were rocking back on
your heels, balancing on that thick yellow line that runs along the subway platform, waiting for the F
train. I didn’t know it was you until it was too late, and then you were gone. Again. You said my
name; I saw it on your lips. I tried to will the train to stop, just so I could say hello. After seeing you,
all of the youthful feelings and memories came flooding back to me, and now I’ve spent the better
part of a month wondering what your life is like. I might be totally out of my mind, but would you
like to get a drink with me and catch up on the last decade and a half? M
  spark notes as i lay dying: Paradise Toni Morrison, 2014-03-11 The acclaimed Nobel Prize
winner challenges our most fiercely held beliefs as she weaves folklore and history, memory and
myth into an unforgettable meditation on race, religion, gender, and a far-off past that is ever
present—in prose that soars with the rhythms, grandeur, and tragic arc of an epic poem. “They shoot
the white girl first. With the rest they can take their time.” So begins Toni Morrison’s Paradise,
which opens with a horrifying scene of mass violence and chronicles its genesis in an all-black small
town in rural Oklahoma. Founded by the descendants of freed slaves and survivors in exodus from a
hostile world, the patriarchal community of Ruby is built on righteousness, rigidly enforced moral
law, and fear. But seventeen miles away, another group of exiles has gathered in a promised land of
their own. And it is upon these women in flight from death and despair that nine male citizens of
Ruby will lay their pain, their terror, and their murderous rage. “A fascinating story, wonderfully
detailed. . . . The town is the stage for a profound and provocative debate.” —Los Angeles Times
  spark notes as i lay dying: Surviving Henry Green, 2012-05-31 Edited by the author's
grandson, the novelist Matthew Yorke, and with an Introduction by John Updike, this book is an
excellent selection of Henry Green's uncollected writings. It includes a number of outstanding
stories never previously published, written during the '20s and '30s (Bees, Saturday, Excursion, and
the remarkable Mood among them). It contains a highly entertaining account of Green's service in
the London Fire Brigade during the War; a short play written in the 1950s; and a selection of his
journalism, including revelatory articles about the craft of writing, a marvellous evocation of Venice,
a description of falling in love, reviews which illuminate his literary enthusiasm and the entertaining
interview with Terry Southern for the Paris Review. It is rounded off with a biographical memoir by
Green's son, Sebastian Yorke. Fascinating and invaluable as an introduction to Green, Surviving
casts new light on his work and illustrates the many facets of this exceptional writer, one of the two
most important English novelists of his time.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Intruder in the Dust William Faulkner, 2011-05-18 A classic
Faulkner novel which explores the lives of a family of characters in the South. An aging black who
has long refused to adopt the black's traditionally servile attitude is wrongfully accused of
murdering a white man.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Uncle Tom's Cabin Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1901 In the
nineteenth century Uncle Tom's Cabin sold more copies than any other book in the world except the
Bible.



  spark notes as i lay dying: The Dew Breaker Edwidge Danticat, 2007-12-18 We meet him late
in life: a quiet man, a good father and husband, a fixture in his Brooklyn neighborhood, a landlord
and barber with a terrifying scar across his face. As the book unfolds, moving seamlessly between
Haiti in the 1960s and New York City today, we enter the lives of those around him, and learn that
he has also kept a vital, dangerous secret. Edwidge Danticat’s brilliant exploration of the “dew
breaker”--or torturer--s an unforgettable story of love, remorse, and hope; of personal and political
rebellions; and of the compromises we make to move beyond the most intimate brushes with history.
It firmly establishes her as one of America’s most essential writers. BONUS: This edition includes an
excerpt from Edwidge Danticat's Claire of the Sea Light.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Clap When You Land Elizabeth Acevedo, 2020-05-05 In a
novel-in-verse that brims with grief and love, National Book Award-winning and New York Times
bestselling author Elizabeth Acevedo writes about the devastation of loss, the difficulty of
forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds that shape our lives. Camino Rios lives for the summers when
her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. But this time, on the day when his plane is supposed
to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying people… In New York City, Yahaira
Rios is called to the principal’s office, where her mother is waiting to tell her that her father, her
hero, has died in a plane crash. Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the two girls are forced
to face a new reality in which their father is dead and their lives are forever altered. And then, when
it seems like they’ve lost everything of their father, they learn of each other. Great for summer
reading or anytime! Clap When You Land is a Today show pick for “25 children’s books your kids
and teens won’t be able to put down this summer! Plus don't miss Elizabeth Acevedo's The Poet X
and With the Fire on High!
  spark notes as i lay dying: A Short Stay in Hell Steven L. Peck, 2012 A damned man struggles
to find meaning in a library, the dimensions of which are measured in light years.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Tinkers Paul Harding, 2019-01-01 Special edition of Paul
Harding’s Pulitzer Prize–winning debut novel—featuring a new foreword by Marilynne Robinson and
book club extras inside In this deluxe tenth anniversary edition, Marilynne Robinson introduces the
beautiful novel Tinkers, which begins with an old man who lies dying. As time collapses into
memory, he travels deep into his past, where he is reunited with his father and relives the wonder
and pain of his impoverished New England youth. At once heartbreaking and life affirming, Tinkers
is an elegiac meditation on love, loss, and the fierce beauty of nature. The story behind this New
York Times bestselling debut novel—the first independently published Pulitzer Prize winner since A
Confederacy of Dunces received the award nearly thirty years before—is as extraordinary as the
elegant prose within it. Inspired by his family’s history, Paul Harding began writing Tinkers when his
rock band broke up. Following numerous rejections from large publishers, Harding was about to
shelve the manuscript when Bellevue Literary Press offered a contract. After being accepted by BLP,
but before it was even published, the novel developed a following among independent booksellers
from coast to coast. Readers and critics soon fell in love, and it went on to receive the Pulitzer Prize,
prompting the New York Times to declare the novel’s remarkable success “the most dramatic
literary Cinderella story of recent memory.” That story is still being written as readers across the
country continue to discover this modern classic, which has now sold over half a million copies,
proving once again that great literature has a thriving and passionate audience. Paul Harding is the
author of two novels about multiple generations of a New England family: Enon and the Pulitzer
Prize–winning Tinkers. He teaches at Stony Brook Southampton.
  spark notes as i lay dying: A Lesson Before Dying Ernest J. Gaines, 2004-01-20 NATIONAL
BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER • A deep and compassionate novel about a young man
who returns to 1940s Cajun country to visit a Black youth on death row for a crime he didn't commit.
Together they come to understand the heroism of resisting. An instant classic. —Chicago Tribune A
“majestic, moving novel...an instant classic, a book that will be read, discussed and taught beyond
the rest of our lives (Chicago Tribune), from the critically acclaimed author of A Gathering of Old
Men and The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman. A Lesson Before Dying reconfirms Ernest J.



Gaines's position as an important American writer. —Boston Globe Enormously moving.... Gaines
unerringly evokes the place and time about which he writes. —Los Angeles Times “A quietly moving
novel [that] takes us back to a place we've been before to impart a lesson for living.” —San
Francisco Chronicle
  spark notes as i lay dying: Remainder Tom McCarthy, 2007-02-13 A man is severely injured
in a mysterious accident, receives an outrageous sum in legal compensation, and has no idea what to
do with it. Then, one night, an ordinary sight sets off a series of bizarre visions he can’t quite place.
How he goes about bringing his visions to life–and what happens afterward–makes for one of the
most riveting, complex, and unusual novels in recent memory. Remainder is about the secret world
each of us harbors within, and what might happen if we were granted the power to make it real.
  spark notes as i lay dying: The Year We Fell Apart Emily Martin, 2016-01-26 In the tradition of
Sarah Dessen, this powerful debut novel is a compelling portrait of a young girl coping with her
mother’s cancer as she figures out how to learn from—and fix—her past mistakes. Few things come
as naturally to Harper as epic mistakes. In the past year she was kicked off the swim team, earned a
reputation as Carson High’s easiest hook-up, and officially became the black sheep of her family. But
her worst mistake was destroying her relationship with her best friend, Declan. Now, after two
semesters of silence, Declan is home from boarding school for the summer. Everything about him is
different—he’s taller, stronger…more handsome. Harper has changed, too, especially in the wake of
her mom’s cancer diagnosis. While Declan wants nothing to do with Harper, he’s still Declan, her
Declan, and the only person she wants to talk to about what’s really going on. But he’s also the one
person she’s lost the right to seek comfort from. As their mutual friends and shared histories draw
them together again, Harper and Declan must decide which parts of their past are still salvageable
and which parts they’ll have to let go of once and for all. In this honest and affecting tale of
friendship and first love, Emily Martin brings to vivid life the trials and struggles of high school and
the ability to learn from past mistakes over the course of one steamy North Carolina summer.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Fever Dream Samanta Schweblin, 2017-01-10 “A wonderful
nightmare of a book: tender and frightening, disturbing but compassionate. Fever Dream is a
triumph of Schweblin’s outlandish imagination.” –Juan Gabriel Vasquez, author of The Sound of
Things Falling and Reputations A young woman named Amanda lies dying in a rural hospital clinic. A
boy named David sits beside her. She’s not his mother. He's not her child. Together, they tell a
haunting story of broken souls, toxins, and the power and desperation of family. Fever Dream is a
nightmare come to life, a ghost story for the real world, a love story and a cautionary tale. One of the
freshest new voices to come out of the Spanish language and translated into English for the first
time, Samanta Schweblin creates an aura of strange psychological menace and otherworldly reality
in this absorbing, unsettling, taut novel.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Peter Pan in Scarlet Geraldine McCaughrean, 2010-05-11 The
first-ever authorized sequel to J. M. Barrie's Peter Pan! In August 2004 the Special Trustees of Great
Ormond Street Children's Hospital, who hold the copyright in Peter Pan, launched a worldwide
search for a writer to create a sequel to J. M. Barrie's timeless masterpiece. Renowned and multi
award-winning English author Geraldine McCaughrean won the honor to write this official sequel,
Peter Pan in Scarlet. Illustrated by Scott M. Fischer and set in the 1930s, Peter Pan in Scarlet takes
readers flying back to Neverland in an adventure filled with tension, danger, and swashbuckling
derring-do!
  spark notes as i lay dying: The Mists of Avalon Marion Zimmer Bradley, 2001-07-15 The
magical saga of the women behind King Arthur's throne. “A monumental reimagining of the
Arthurian legends . . . reading it is a deeply moving and at times uncanny experience. . . . An
impressive achievement.”—The New York Times Book Review In Marion Zimmer Bradley's
masterpiece, we see the tumult and adventures of Camelot's court through the eyes of the women
who bolstered the king's rise and schemed for his fall. From their childhoods through the ultimate
fulfillment of their destinies, we follow these women and the diverse cast of characters that
surrounds them as the great Arthurian epic unfolds stunningly before us. As Morgaine and



Gwenhwyfar struggle for control over the fate of Arthur's kingdom, as the Knights of the Round
Table take on their infamous quest, as Merlin and Viviane wield their magics for the future of Old
Britain, the Isle of Avalon slips further into the impenetrable mists of memory, until the fissure
between old and new worlds' and old and new religions' claims its most famous victim.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Ghost Boys Jewell Parker Rhodes, 2018-04-17 A heartbreaking and
powerful story about a black boy killed by a police officer, drawing connections through history,
from award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes. Only the living can make the world better. Live
and make it better. Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a
real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and
community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another
ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome
process what has happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to
the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who
grapples with her father's actions. Once again Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves historical and
socio-political layers into a gripping and poignant story about how children and families face the
complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to understand American blackness in the
aftermath of his own death.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Noggin John Corey Whaley, 2014-04-08 2014 National Book Award
Finalist A Time Best YA Book of All Time (2021) Travis Coates has a good head…on someone else’s
shoulders. A touching, hilarious “tour de force of imagination and empathy” (Booklist, starred
review) from John Corey Whaley, author of the Printz and Morris Award–winning Where Things
Come Back. Listen—Travis Coates was alive once and then he wasn’t. Now he’s alive again. Simple
as that. The in between part is still a little fuzzy, but Travis can tell you that, at some point or
another, his head got chopped off and shoved into a freezer in Denver, Colorado. Five years later, it
was reattached to some other guy’s body, and well, here he is. Despite all logic, he’s still sixteen, but
everything and everyone around him has changed. That includes his bedroom, his parents, his best
friend, and his girlfriend. Or maybe she’s not his girlfriend anymore? That’s a bit fuzzy too. Looks
like if the new Travis and the old Travis are ever going to find a way to exist together, there are
going to be a few more scars. Oh well, you only live twice.
  spark notes as i lay dying: All But My Life Gerda Weissmann Klein, 1995-03-31 All But My
Life is the unforgettable story of Gerda Weissmann Klein's six-year ordeal as a victim of Nazi cruelty.
From her comfortable home in Bielitz (present-day Bielsko) in Poland to her miraculous survival and
her liberation by American troops--including the man who was to become her husband--in Volary,
Czechoslovakia, in 1945, Gerda takes the reader on a terrifying journey. Gerda's serene and idyllic
childhood is shattered when Nazis march into Poland on September 3, 1939. Although the
Weissmanns were permitted to live for a while in the basement of their home, they were eventually
separated and sent to German labor camps. Over the next few years Gerda experienced the slow,
inexorable stripping away of all but her life. By the end of the war she had lost her parents, brother,
home, possessions, and community; even the dear friends she made in the labor camps, with whom
she had shared so many hardships, were dead. Despite her horrifying experiences, Klein conveys
great strength of spirit and faith in humanity. In the darkness of the camps, Gerda and her young
friends manage to create a community of friendship and love. Although stripped of the essence of
life, they were able to survive the barbarity of their captors. Gerda's beautifully written story gives
an invaluable message to everyone. It introduces them to last century's terrible history of
devastation and prejudice, yet offers them hope that the effects of hatred can be overcome.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Moon of the Crusted Snow Waubgeshig Rice, 2018-10-02 2023
Canada Reads Longlist Selection National Bestseller Winner of the 2019 OLA Forest of Reading
Evergreen Award Shortlisted for the 2019 John W. Campbell Memorial Award Shortlisted for the
2019/20 First Nation Communities READ Indigenous Literature Award 2020 Burlington Library
Selection; 2020 Hamilton Reads One Book One Community Selection; 2020 Region of Waterloo One
Book One Community Selection; 2019 Ontario Library Association Ontario Together We Read



Program Selection; 2019 Women’s National Book Association’s Great Group Reads; 2019 Amnesty
International Book Club Pick January 2020 Reddit r/bookclub pick of the month “This slow-burning
thriller is also a powerful story of survival and will leave readers breathless.” — Publishers Weekly
“Rice seamlessly injects Anishinaabe language into the dialogue and creates a beautiful rendering of
the natural world … This title will appeal to fans of literary science-fiction akin to Cormac McCarthy
as well as to readers looking for a fresh voice in indigenous fiction.” — Booklist A daring
post-apocalyptic novel from a powerful rising literary voice With winter looming, a small northern
Anishinaabe community goes dark. Cut off, people become passive and confused. Panic builds as the
food supply dwindles. While the band council and a pocket of community members struggle to
maintain order, an unexpected visitor arrives, escaping the crumbling society to the south. Soon
after, others follow. The community leadership loses its grip on power as the visitors manipulate the
tired and hungry to take control of the reserve. Tensions rise and, as the months pass, so does the
death toll due to sickness and despair. Frustrated by the building chaos, a group of young friends
and their families turn to the land and Anishinaabe tradition in hopes of helping their community
thrive again. Guided through the chaos by an unlikely leader named Evan Whitesky, they endeavor
to restore order while grappling with a grave decision. Blending action and allegory, Moon of the
Crusted Snow upends our expectations. Out of catastrophe comes resilience. And as one society
collapses, another is reborn.
  spark notes as i lay dying: The Way of Kings Brandon Sanderson, 2014-03-04 A new epic
fantasy series from the New York Times bestselling author chosen to complete Robert Jordan's The
Wheel of Time® Series
  spark notes as i lay dying: Project Hail Mary Andy Weir, 2021-05-04 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • From the author of The Martian, a lone astronaut must save the earth from disaster
in this “propulsive” (Entertainment Weekly), cinematic thriller full of suspense, humor, and
fascinating science—in development as a major motion picture starring Ryan Gosling. HUGO
AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF THE YEAR’S BEST BOOKS: Bill Gates, GatesNotes, New York Public
Library, Parade, Newsweek, Polygon, Shelf Awareness, She Reads, Kirkus Reviews, Library Journal •
“An epic story of redemption, discovery and cool speculative sci-fi.”—USA Today “If you loved The
Martian, you’ll go crazy for Weir’s latest.”—The Washington Post Ryland Grace is the sole survivor
on a desperate, last-chance mission—and if he fails, humanity and the earth itself will perish. Except
that right now, he doesn’t know that. He can’t even remember his own name, let alone the nature of
his assignment or how to complete it. All he knows is that he’s been asleep for a very, very long time.
And he’s just been awakened to find himself millions of miles from home, with nothing but two
corpses for company. His crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland realizes that an
impossible task now confronts him. Hurtling through space on this tiny ship, it’s up to him to puzzle
out an impossible scientific mystery—and conquer an extinction-level threat to our species. And with
the clock ticking down and the nearest human being light-years away, he’s got to do it all alone. Or
does he? An irresistible interstellar adventure as only Andy Weir could deliver, Project Hail Mary is a
tale of discovery, speculation, and survival to rival The Martian—while taking us to places it never
dreamed of going.
  spark notes as i lay dying: Death in Her Hands Ottessa Moshfegh, 2020-08-27 'This is a story
about what might happen when a woman takes charge... A glorious visceral mystery' The Times
While on her daily walk with her dog in the woods near her home, Vesta comes across a chilling
handwritten note. Her name was Magda. Nobody will ever know who killed her. It wasn't me. Here
is her dead body. Shaky even on her best days, Vesta is also alone, and new to the area, having
moved here after the death of her husband. Her brooding about the note grows quickly into a
full-blown obsession: who was Magda and how did she meet her fate? From the Booker-shortlisted
author of Eileen comes this razor-sharp, chilling and darkly hilarious novel about the stories we tell
ourselves and how we strive to obscure the truth. __________________________ PRAISE FOR DEATH IN
HER HANDS: 'Routinely hailed as one of the most exciting young American authors working today'
Guardian 'A new kind of murder mystery' New Yorker 'Dark, devious' Observer 'A fine line between



shocking realism and the absurd' New Statesman 'A brilliant off-kilter detective story' Evening
Standard 'A beautiful novel' Sunday Times
  spark notes as i lay dying: A Thousand Boy Kisses Tillie Cole, 2022-07-14 DISCOVER THE
UNFORGETTABLE TIKTOK SENSATION THAT HAS CAPTURED MILLIONS OF HEARTS 'This book
is breathtakingly, heartbreakingly beautiful. You will cry ugly tears' 5***** READER REVIEW 'So
moving that it left me sobbing but at the same time filled my heart. Beautiful, tragic, heartbreakingly
wonderful' 5***** READER REVIEW 'It is without a doubt the biggest ugly cry I have ever had from a
book' 5***** READER REVIEW ________ Two hearts. One love story. An ending you will never forget .
. . Rune Kristiansen and Poppy Litchfield met as children and swore to be friends forever. As
teenagers, their friendship grew into a love that promised to last a lifetime. But their worlds were
shattered when Rune was sent home to his native Norway. Two years later, Rune is back, and Poppy
is ready for their happy ever after to begin. But the boy who returns is not the Rune she remembers.
What happened to turn her sweet, thoughtful Rune into this brooding stranger? And will the secret
Poppy is carrying bring them closer together or separate them forever? Discover the story that will
break your heart and make you believe true love really does last for eternity . . . ________ 'I have read
books that have had me ugly crying in the past but I honestly don't think I've read a book before this
one where tears flowed in every single chapter' 5***** READER REVIEW 'The most heartbreaking,
soul-shattering yet beautiful book I have ever read . . . I sobbed. I mean ugly crying' 5***** READER
REVIEW 'One of the most beautiful and most heartbreaking books I have ever read' 5***** READER
REVIEW 'Rune couldn't have been more perfect, nor Poppy more perfect for him' 5***** READER
REVIEW
  spark notes as i lay dying: Last Orders Graham Swift, 2010 Four men once close to Jack
Dodds, a London butcher, meet to carry out his peculiar last wish: to have his ashes scattered into
the sea. For reasons best known to herself, Jack's widow, Amy, declines to join them. On the surface
the tale of a simple if increasingly bizarre day's outing, Last Orders is Graham Swift's most poignant
exploration of the complexity and courage of ordinary lives.Celebrating 40 years of outstanding
international writing, this is one of the essential Picador novels reissued in a beautiful new series
style.
  spark notes as i lay dying: The Night Watchman Louise Erdrich, 2020-03-03 WINNER OF
THE 2021 PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER WASHINGTON POST,
AMAZON, NPR, CBS SUNDAY MORNING, KIRKUS, CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY, AND GOOD
HOUSEKEEPING BEST BOOK OF 2020 Based on the extraordinary life of National Book
Award-winning author Louise Erdrich’s grandfather who worked as a night watchman and carried
the fight against Native dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way to Washington, D.C., this
powerful novel explores themes of love and death with lightness and gravity and unfolds with the
elegant prose, sly humor, and depth of feeling of a master craftsman. Thomas Wazhashk is the night
watchman at the jewel bearing plant, the first factory located near the Turtle Mountain Reservation
in rural North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa Council member who is trying to understand the
consequences of a new “emancipation” bill on its way to the floor of the United States Congress. It is
1953 and he and the other council members know the bill isn’t about freedom; Congress is fed up
with Indians. The bill is a “termination” that threatens the rights of Native Americans to their land
and their very identity. How can the government abandon treaties made in good faith with Native
Americans “for as long as the grasses shall grow, and the rivers run”? Since graduating high school,
Pixie Paranteau has insisted that everyone call her Patrice. Unlike most of the girls on the
reservation, Patrice, the class valedictorian, has no desire to wear herself down with a husband and
kids. She makes jewel bearings at the plant, a job that barely pays her enough to support her mother
and brother. Patrice’s shameful alcoholic father returns home sporadically to terrorize his wife and
children and bully her for money. But Patrice needs every penny to follow her beloved older sister,
Vera, who moved to the big city of Minneapolis. Vera may have disappeared; she hasn’t been in
touch in months, and is rumored to have had a baby. Determined to find Vera and her child, Patrice
makes a fateful trip to Minnesota that introduces her to unexpected forms of exploitation and



violence, and endangers her life. Thomas and Patrice live in this impoverished reservation
community along with young Chippewa boxer Wood Mountain and his mother Juggie Blue, her niece
and Patrice’s best friend Valentine, and Stack Barnes, the white high school math teacher and
boxing coach who is hopelessly in love with Patrice. In the Night Watchman, Louise Erdrich creates
a fictional world populated with memorable characters who are forced to grapple with the worst and
best impulses of human nature. Illuminating the loves and lives, the desires and ambitions of these
characters with compassion, wit, and intelligence, The Night Watchman is a majestic work of fiction
from this revered cultural treasure.
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