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Sign Languages Are Considered Nonverbal
Communication: A Deep Dive

Introduction:

We often think of communication as solely spoken or written words. But what about the intricate
world of sign languages? This post delves into the fascinating question of why sign languages,
despite their rich grammatical structures and expressive capacity, are generally classified as
nonverbal communication. We’ll explore the nuances of this categorization, examining the linguistic
features of sign languages and comparing them to spoken and written languages. By the end, you'll
have a clearer understanding of the complexities surrounding this classification and its implications
for linguistic studies.

Understanding the Definition of Nonverbal
Communication

Before we delve into the specifics of sign language, it's crucial to define what we mean by
"nonverbal communication." Nonverbal communication encompasses all forms of communication
that don't rely on spoken or written words. This includes body language (gestures, posture, facial
expressions), paralanguage (tone of voice, pitch), proxemics (use of personal space), and even
clothing choices. The key characteristic is the absence of a formally structured linguistic system like
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grammar and syntax.
The Role of Visual Modality in Nonverbal Communication

Sign languages, however, utilize a visual modality instead of an auditory one. This seemingly simple
shift has significant implications. While they transmit information visually, the conventional
understanding of nonverbal communication emphasizes the lack of a formalized linguistic system.
This is where the categorization of sign languages becomes nuanced.

The Linguistic Complexity of Sign Languages
The surprising truth is that sign languages possess all the hallmarks of fully developed languages:
1. Complex Grammar and Syntax:

Sign languages are not simply a collection of gestures. They possess intricate grammatical
structures, including rules for word order, verb conjugation, tense, and aspect. These grammatical
elements are expressed through handshapes, movements, locations in signing space, and facial
expressions. This level of grammatical sophistication directly contradicts the simplistic notion of
nonverbal communication as merely gestural.

2. Lexical Diversity:

Sign languages boast extensive vocabularies, capable of expressing nuanced concepts and abstract
ideas. New signs are constantly created and adapted, reflecting the dynamic nature of language
evolution. The richness of their lexicon belies the idea that they lack the expressive power of spoken
languages.

3. Regional and Dialectical Variations:

Just like spoken languages, sign languages exhibit regional variations and dialects. These variations
in signs, grammar, and even the style of signing reflect geographical differences and cultural
influences, demonstrating the same linguistic dynamism observed in spoken language communities.



Why Sign Languages Remain Classified as Nonverbal
Communication

Despite their linguistic complexity, the classification of sign languages as nonverbal communication
persists primarily due to historical and definitional reasons.

1. Historical Bias:

Historically, sign languages were often marginalized and viewed as rudimentary forms of
communication, lacking the perceived sophistication of spoken languages. This prejudice,
unfortunately, influenced their classification and understanding.

2. The Dominance of Auditory-Oral Communication:

The dominance of auditory-oral communication in linguistic research and societal understanding
shaped the initial definitions of "verbal" and "nonverbal" communication. This bias, though gradually
changing, still affects how sign languages are categorized.

3. The Definition of "Verbal":

The traditional definition of "verbal" heavily emphasizes the use of vocalization and speech sounds.
While this definition is being reconsidered within linguistics, the existing terminology remains a
factor in the continued classification of sign languages as nonverbal.

Reframing the Discussion: Beyond "Verbal" and
"Nonverbal"

The ongoing debate over the categorization of sign languages highlights the limitations of the binary
"verbal/nonverbal" framework. A more nuanced approach acknowledges the linguistic sophistication
of sign languages while still recognizing the visual modality through which they are expressed.
Perhaps the focus should shift from the mode of communication (auditory vs. visual) to the presence
or absence of a structured linguistic system.



Conclusion:

Sign languages are undeniably complex linguistic systems with rich grammars, diverse vocabularies,
and regional variations. While traditionally classified as nonverbal communication due to historical
bias and the dominant role of auditory-oral communication, this categorization increasingly appears
insufficient to capture the true linguistic nature of these vibrant communicative forms. A broader,
less restrictive approach is needed to fully appreciate the beauty and complexity of sign languages
and their rightful place within the broader field of linguistics.

FAQs:

1. Are all sign languages the same? No, just like spoken languages, sign languages vary significantly
across different countries and cultures. They have unique grammars, vocabularies, and signing
styles.

2. Can anyone learn sign language? Yes, anyone can learn sign language with dedication and
practice. There are many resources available, including classes, online courses, and apps.

3. Is sign language more difficult to learn than spoken languages? The difficulty of learning any
language depends on factors such as the learner's aptitude, motivation, and the resources available.
Sign language presents its own set of challenges but isn't inherently more or less difficult than
spoken languages.

4. What is the difference between sign language and gestures? Gestures are typically spontaneous
and less structured, while sign languages are complex systems with established rules of grammar
and syntax.

5. How is sign language used in education? Sign language plays a crucial role in providing inclusive
education for Deaf and hard-of-hearing students, ensuring equal access to learning and
communication.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Non-verbal Communication and
Body Language Kerri L. Johnson, 2012-12 This book provides an overview of current research that
examines the mechanisms of non-verbal communication. The readings emphasize processes related
to visual communication, including both the encoding (i.e., production) and decoding (i.e.,
perception) of cues that convey messages to others.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Language and Gesture David
McNeill, 2000-08-03 Landmark study on the role of gestures in relation to speech and thought.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Types of Nonverbal
Communication Xiaoming Jiang, 2021-09-29 The use of nonverbal cues in social activities is
essential for human daily activities. Successful nonverbal communication relies on the acquisition of
rules of using cues from body movement, eye contact, facial expression, tone of voice, and more. As
such, this book adds to our understanding of nonverbal behavior by examining state-of-the-art
research efforts in the field. The book addresses the classification and training of nonverbal



communication with advanced technologies, gives an overview on factors underlying the learning
and evaluating of nonverbal communications in educational settings and in digital worlds, and
characterizes the latest advancement that uncovers the psychological nature underlying nonverbal
communication in conversations. We hope the book will reach a large audience for a variety of
purposes, including students and professors in academic institutions for teaching and research
activities as well as researchers in industries for the development of communication-related
products, benefiting both healthy individuals and special populations.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Visual-Gestural
Communication Willy Conley, 2019-04-05 Visual-Gestural Communication is a truly unique volume
in non-language communication devoted to the study of universal gestures, facial expressions, body
language, and pantomime. Readers develop the skill and confidence to interact -- sans shared
language -- with individuals, such as someone who is deaf or hard of hearing, or who speaks a
foreign language. The text and accompanying online resources feature a wealth of icebreakers,
sequenced yet modular activities and assignments, as well as resources, student exercises, and
teacher-guided tasks that explore aspects and amalgamations of nonverbal communication, theatre,
and sign language. It is a tremendous resource for students of visual-gestural communication, sign
language interpretation, American Sign Language (and other foreign sign languages), nonverbal
communication, theatre, and performance studies, as well as community educators in deaf
awareness and advocacy. In addition to the text's vital use in the theatrical arena, it is also
applicable to teachers who wish to help their students maximize the use of their facial expressions,
gestures, and body language as a prerequisite to learning ASL.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication:
Science and Applications David Matsumoto, Mark G. Frank, Hyi Sung Hwang, 2013 This book
examines state-of-the-art research and knowledge regarding nonverbal behaviour and applies that
scientific knowledge to a broad range of fields. It presents a true scientist-practitioner model,
blending cutting-edge behavioural science with real-world practical experience.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication
Jonathan M. Bowman, 2024-06-20 Nonverbal Communication: An Applied Approach, Second Edition
teaches students the fundamentals of nonverbal communication in a way that helps them see the
connections between the principles they learn and the everyday communication they perform and
interpret. Nonverbal Communication: An Applied Approach has taken a narrative style and applied
approach that is informed by the important theories and research-driven knowledge of this
interdisciplinary area of study. This approach encourages students to understand the relevancy of
nonverbal codes right away, instead of waiting until the second half of the course to explore
applications. Author Jonathan Bowman also brings in a unique focus on diversity and social justice,
demonstrating how nonverbal communication shapes and molds how we interact in a diverse
society. The Second Edition includes updated examples, a new Upgrade feature box examining the
impact of digital experiences across the course of the lifespan, and updated key terms, guiding and
closing questions, citations, photos, and figures.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Sign Language Acquisition
Anne Baker, Bencie Woll, 2009-01-14 How children acquire a sign language and the stages of sign
language development are extremely important topics in sign linguistics and deaf education, with
studies in this field enabling assessment of an individual child’s communicative skills in comparison
to others. In order to do research in this area it is important to use the right methodological tools.
The contributions to this volume address issues covering the basics of doing sign acquisition
research, the use of assessment tools, problems of transcription, analyzing narratives and carrying
out interaction studies. It serves as an ideal reference source for any researcher or student of sign
languages who is planning to do such work. This volume was originally published as a Special Issue
of Sign Language & Linguistics 8:1/2 (2005)

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Fundamentals of Verbal and
Nonverbal Communication and the Biometric Issue A. Esposito, M. Bratani¢, E. Keller, 2007-05-22




The main theme of this publication is the fundamental features of verbal and nonverbal
communication and their relationships with the identification of a person, his/her socio-cultural
background and personal traits. The problem of understanding human behaviour in terms of
personal traits, and the possibility of an algorithmic implementation that exploits personal traits to
identify a person unambiguously, are among the great challenges of modern science and technology.
On the one hand, there is the theoretical question of what makes each individual unique among all
others that share similar traits, and what makes a culture unique among various cultures. On the
other hand, there is the technological need to be able to protect people from individual disturbance
and dangerous behaviour that could damage an entire community. As regards to the problem of
understanding human behaviour, one of the most interesting research areas is that related to human
interaction and face-to-face communication. It is in this context that knowledge is shared and
personal traits acquire their significance.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: The Definitive Book of Body
Language Barbara Pease, Allan Pease, 2008-11-12 Available for the first time in the United States,
this international bestseller reveals the secrets of nonverbal communication to give you confidence
and control in any face-to-face encounter—from making a great first impression and acing a job
interview to finding the right partner. It is a scientific fact that people’s gestures give away their
true intentions. Yet most of us don’t know how to read body language- and don’t realize how our
own physical movements speak to others. Now the world’s foremost experts on the subject share
their techniques for reading body language signals to achieve success in every area of life. Drawing
upon more than thirty years in the field, as well as cutting-edge research from evolutionary biology,
psychology, and medical technologies that demonstrate what happens in the brain, the authors
examine each component of body language and give you the basic vocabulary to read attitudes and
emotions through behavior. Discover: « How palms and handshakes are used to gain control ¢ The
most common gestures of liars « How the legs reveal what the mind wants to do * The most common
male and female courtship gestures and signals ¢ The secret signals of cigarettes, glasses, and
makeup ¢ The magic of smiles-including smiling advice for women ¢ How to use nonverbal cues and
signals to communicate more effectively and get the reactions you want Filled with fascinating
insights, humorous observations, and simple strategies that you can apply to any situation, this
intriguing book will enrich your communication with and understanding of others-as well as
yourself.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Digital Body Language Erica
Dhawan, 2021-05-11 An instant Wall Street Journal Bestseller The definitive guide to communicating
and connecting in a hybrid world. Email replies that show up a week later. Video chats full of “oops
sorry no you go” and “can you hear me?!” Ambiguous text-messages. Weird punctuation you can’t
make heads or tails of. Is it any wonder communication takes us so much time and effort to figure
out? How did we lose our innate capacity to understand each other? Humans rely on body language
to connect and build trust, but with most of our communication happening from behind a screen,
traditional body language signals are no longer visible -- or are they? In Digital Body Language,
Erica Dhawan, a go-to thought leader on collaboration and a passionate communication junkie,
combines cutting edge research with engaging storytelling to decode the new signals and cues that
have replaced traditional body language across genders, generations, and culture. In real life, we
lean in, uncross our arms, smile, nod and make eye contact to show we listen and care. Online,
reading carefully is the new listening. Writing clearly is the new empathy. And a phone or video call
is worth a thousand emails. Digital Body Language will turn your daily misunderstandings into a set
of collectively understood laws that foster connection, no matter the distance. Dhawan investigates a
wide array of exchanges—from large conferences and video meetings to daily emails, texts, IMs, and
conference calls—and offers insights and solutions to build trust and clarity to anyone in our ever
changing world.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Sign Language Phonology
Diane Brentari, 2019-11-21 Surveys key findings and ideas in sign language phonology, exploring



the crucial areas in phonology to which sign language studies has contributed.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication in
Close Relationships Laura K. Guerrero, Kory Floyd, 2006-08-15 This volume focuses on nonverbal
messages and their role in close relationships--friends, family, and romantic partners. For scholars
and students in personal relationship study, as well as social psychology, interpersonal/nonverbal
communication, family

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication in
Everyday Life Martin S. Remland, 2016-04-29 Nonverbal Communication in Everyday Life, Fourth
Edition, is the most comprehensive, thoroughly researched, and up-to-date introduction to the
subject of nonverbal communication available today. Renowned author Martin S. Remland
introduces nonverbal communication in a concise and engaging format that connects foundational
concepts, current theory, and new research findings to familiar everyday interactions. Presented in
three parts, the text offers full and balanced coverage of the functions, channels, and applications of
nonverbal communication. This approach not only gives students a strong foundation, but also
allows them to fully appreciate the importance of nonverbal communication in their personal and
professional lives.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication in
Virtual Worlds Joshua Tanenbaum, Magy Seif El-Nasr, Michael Nixon, 2014-02 In this book, we
begin the work of articulating the challenges and possibilities for non-verbal communication in
virtual worlds. Drawing on a wide range of disciplines and perspectives, we consider the past,
present, and future of human communication online.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication,
Interaction, and Gesture Adam Kendon, Thomas A. Sebeok, Jean Umiker-Sebeok, 2010-10-13 The
present volume is an excellent introduction to the study of human nonverbal communication,
including interaction and gesture, for students and specialists in other disciplines, as well as a
convenient compilation of significant contributions to the field for experts. Part 1 includes four
articles, the import of which is primarily theoretical or methodological. Part II comprises eight
articles in which instances of interaction are examined and attempts are made to explain how the
behavior that can be observed in them functions in the interaction process. Part III presents six
articles on what may broadly be referred to as 'gesture’. These articles deal with specific actions,
mostly of the forelimbs, which are usually deemed to have specific communicational significance. In
an introductory chapter, the volume editor, Adam Kendon, not only examines the various issues
raised by the eighteen papers but also shows the relevance of each article as a contribution to the
development of an understanding of how human visible behavior functions communicatively.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication
Ullica Segerstrale, Peter Molnar, 2018-02-19 The field of nonverbal communication is a strategic site
for demonstrating the inextricable interrelationship between nature and culture in human
behaviour. This book, originally published in 1997, aims to explode the misconception that biology is
something that automatically precludes or excludes culture. Instead, it points to the necessary
grounding of our social and cultural capabilities in biological givens and elucidates how biological
factors are systematically co-opted for cultural purposes. The book presents a complex picture of
human communicative ability as simultaneously biologically and socioculturally influenced, with
some capacities apparently more biologically hard-wired than others: face recognition, imitation,
emotional communication, and the capacity for language. It also suggests that the dividing line
between nonverbal and linguistic communication is becoming much less clear-cut. The contributing
authors are leading researchers in a variety of fields, writing here for a general audience. The book
is divided into sections dealing with, respectively, human universals, evolutionary and developmental
aspects of nonverbal behaviour within a sociocultural context, and finally, the multifaceted
relationships between nonverbal communication and culture.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Intercultural Communication
and Language Pedagogy Zsuzsanna Abrams, 2020-08-27 Using diverse language examples and



tasks, this book illustrates how intercultural communication theory can inform second language
teaching.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication
Jurgen Ruesch, Weldon Kees, Weldon Kees, 2010 Nonverbal communication

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication
Judee K Burgoon, Valerie Manusov, Laura K. Guerrero, 2021-09-06 The newly revised edition of this
groundbreaking textbook provides a comprehensive overview of the theory, research, and
applications of nonverbal communication. Authored by three of the foremost scholars in the field and
drawing on multidisciplinary research from communication studies, psychology, linguistics, and
family studies, Nonverbal Communication speaks to today’s students with modern examples that
illustrate nonverbal communication in their lived experiences. It emphasizes nonverbal codes as well
as the functions they perform to help students see how nonverbal cues work with one another and
with the verbal system through which we create and understand messages and shows how
consequential nonverbal means of communicating are in people’s lives. Chapters cover the social
and biological foundations of nonverbal communication as well as the expression of emotions,
interpersonal conversation, deception, power, and influence. This edition includes new content on
“Influencing Others,” as well as a revised chapter on “Displaying Identities, Managing Images, and
Forming Impressions” that combines identity, impression management, and person perception.
Nonverbal Communication serves as a core textbook for undergraduate and graduate courses in
communication and psychology. Online resources for instructors, including an extensive instructor’s
manual with sample exercises and a test bank, are available at www.routledge.com/9780367557386

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Nonverbal Communication
Jurgen Ruesch, 1966

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Grammar, Gesture, and
Meaning in American Sign Language Scott K. Liddell, 2003-03-13 Sample Text

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle,
James Kyle, Bencie Woll, 1988-02-26 The discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf
community is very recent indeed. This book provides a study of the communication and culture of
deaf people, and particularly of the deaf community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to
inform educators, psychologists, linguists and professionals working with deaf people about the rich
language the deaf have developed for themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands
and of the eyes, of abstract communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the
book discuss the history of sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the
language acquisition of deaf children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs
come into existence, change over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and
contrasts with spoken languages and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign
language learning from a psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes
with a consideration of the applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious
field of education. There is still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community,
but the authors have succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers
can build, from which professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people,
and from which hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their
children's world.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: The Late Talker Dr. Marilyn C.
Agin, Lisa F. Geng, Malcolm Nicholl, 2004-07 Provides an overview of the features of verbal apraxia,
also referred to as dyspraxia, and evaluates the needed therapies and interventions and the role of
parents and other care givers in helping these children speak.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: The Study of Signed Languages
William C. Stokoe, David F. Armstrong, Michael A. Karchmer, 2002 This text contains papers that
were presented at an October 1999 conference at Gallaudet University in honor of the 80th birthday
of William C. Stokoe, one of the most influential language scholars of the 20th century. Twenty-two



international specialists contribute 12 chapters on the historical con

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Augmentative and
Alternative Communication David R. Beukelman, Pat Mirenda, 2012 The fourth edition of the
foundational, widely adopted AAC textbook Augmentative and Alternative Communication is the
definitive introduction to AAC processes, interventions, and technologies that help people best meet
their daily communication needs. Future teachers, SLPs, OTs, PTs, and other professionals will
prepare for their work in the field with critical new information on advancing literacy skills;
conducting effective, culturally appropriate assessment and intervention; selecting AAC vocabulary
tailored to individual needs; using new consumer technologies as affordable, nonstigmatizing
communication devices; promoting social competence supporting language learning and
development; providing effective support to beginning communicators; planning inclusive education
services for students with complex communication needs; and improving the communication of
people with specific developmental disabilities and acquired disabilities. An essential core text for
tomorrow's professionals--and a key reference for in-service practitioners--this fourth edition
prepares readers to support the communicative competence of children and adults with a wide
range of complex needs.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Linguistics of American Sign
Language Clayton Valli, Kristin J. Mulrooney, 2011 Completely reorganized to reflect the growing
intricacy of the study of ASL linguistics, the 5th edition presents 26 units in seven parts, including
new sections on Black ASL and new sign demonstrations in the DVD.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Applications of Nonverbal
Communication Ronald E. Riggio, Robert S. Feldman, 2005-03-23 The goal of this edited volume is
to provide a much needed bridge between the research on nonverbal communication and the
application of those findings. The book features contributions from some of the leading researchers
in the field. These distinguished scholars apply their understanding of nonverbal communication
processes to a variety of settings including hospitals and clinics, courtrooms and police stations, the
workplace and government, the classroom, and everyday life. It explores nonverbal communication
in public settings, in intimate relationships, and across cultures and general lessons such as the
importance of context, individual differences, and how expectations affect interpretation.
Applications of Nonverbal Communication appeals to a diverse group of practitioners, researchers,
and students from a variety of disciplines including psychology, health care, law enforcement,
political science, sociology, communication, business and management. It may also serve as a
supplement in upper level courses on nonverbal communication.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Music Endangerment Catherine
Grant, 2014 Situated within the growing field of applied ethnomusicology, and breaking with a
tradition in ethnomusicology of ethnographic and fieldwork-based studies, this book explores the
phenomenon of endangered music genres and ways in which the fields of language endangerment
and language maintenance may inform efforts to support them.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Communicating Christ
Cross-culturally David ]J. Hesselgrave, 1991 As an unparalleled introduction to missionary
communication, this thoroughly indexed book examines world views, cognitive processes, linguistic
forms, behavioral patterns, social structures, communication media, and motivational sources.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Communication Skills for the
Healthcare Professional, Enhanced Edition Laurie Kelly McCorry, Jeff Mason, 2020-06-08
Communication Skills for the Healthcare Professional, Enhanced Second Edition is a practical guide
that covers essential verbal and nonverbal communication skills you need to become a strong
communicator.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: A Prosodic Model of Sign
Language Phonology Diane Brentari, 1998 Superior to any other book on the subject that I have
seen. I can see it being used as a class text or reference for current theory in sign language
phonology.Carol A. Padden, Department of Communication, University of California




sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Pragmatics and Non-Verbal
Communication Tim Wharton, 2009-09-17 The way we say the words we say helps us convey our
intended meanings. Indeed, the tone of voice we use, the facial expressions and bodily gestures we
adopt while we are talking, often add entirely new layers of meaning to those words. How the
natural non-verbal properties of utterances interact with linguistic ones is a question that is often
largely ignored. This book redresses the balance, providing a unique examination of non-verbal
behaviours from a pragmatic perspective. It charts a point of contact between pragmatics,
linguistics, philosophy, cognitive science, ethology and psychology, and provides the analytical basis
to answer some important questions: How are non-verbal behaviours interpreted? What do they
convey? How can they be best accommodated within a theory of utterance interpretation?

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Speak Out, Call In Meggie
Mapes, 2019

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Sign Language Structure
William C. Stokoe, 1960

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Sign Language for Everyone
Cathy Rice, 1977 Practical video course teaching sign language.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: The Sourcebook of Nonverbal
Measures Valerie Lynn Manusov, 2014-04-04 The Sourcebook of Nonverbal Measures provides a
comprehensive discussion of research choices for investigating nonverbal phenomena. The volume
presents many of the primary means by which researchers assess nonverbal cues. Editor Valerie
Manusov has collected both well-established and new measures used in researching nonverbal
behaviors, illustrating the broad spectrum of measures appropriate for use in research, and
providing a critical resource for future studies. With chapters written by the creators of the research
measures, this volume represents work across disciplines, and provides first-hand experience and
thoughtful guidance on the use of nonverbal measures. It also offers research strategies researchers
can use to answer their research questions; discussions of larger research paradigms into which a
measure may be placed; and analysis tools to help researchers think through the research choices
available to them. With its thorough and pragmatic approach, this Sourcebook will be an invaluable
resource for studying nonverbal behavior. Researchers in interpersonal communication, psychology,
personal relationships, and related areas will find it to be an essential research tool.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: The Emotion Thesaurus: A
Writer's Guide to Character Expression (2nd Edition) Becca Puglisi, Angela Ackerman,
2019-02-19 The bestselling Emotion Thesaurus, often hailed as “the gold standard for writers” and
credited with transforming how writers craft emotion, has now been expanded to include 56 new
entries! One of the biggest struggles for writers is how to convey emotion to readers in a unique and
compelling way. When showing our characters’ feelings, we often use the first idea that comes to
mind, and they end up smiling, nodding, and frowning too much. If you need inspiration for creating
characters’ emotional responses that are personalized and evocative, this ultimate show-don’t-tell
guide for emotion can help. It includes: * Body language cues, thoughts, and visceral responses for
over 130 emotions that cover a range of intensity from mild to severe, providing innumerable
options for individualizing a character’s reactions ¢ A breakdown of the biggest emotion-related
writing problems and how to overcome them ¢ Advice on what should be done before drafting to
make sure your characters’ emotions will be realistic and consistent ¢ Instruction for how to show
hidden feelings and emotional subtext through dialogue and nonverbal cues * And much more! The
Emotion Thesaurus, in its easy-to-navigate list format, will inspire you to create stronger, fresher
character expressions and engage readers from your first page to your last.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Verbal and Non-Verbal
Communication in Psychotherapy Gill Westland, 2015-08-24 Implicit communications analyzed
alongside verbal communication in therapy. Body language, facial expression, and tone of voice are
key components in therapeutic interactions, but for far too long psychotherapists have dismissed
them in favor of purely verbal information. In Verbal and Non-Verbal Communication in




Psychotherapy, Gill Westland examines the interrelation of the verbal and the non-verbal in the
context of clients and therapists working together. The physiology of communication is also
discussed: from overwhelming emotions that make it difficult to speak to breath awareness that
makes it easier. Therapists will be able to cultivate non-verbal communication through mindfulness
practices and “right brain to right brain communication.” It is not just the client’s actions and
emotions that are significant; it is important that therapists relate in a way that makes it clear to
their clients that they are receptive and inviting, and Westland expertly depicts the bodily
dimensions of this encounter between client and therapist. The book brings together insights from a
range of psychotherapeutic traditions, including psychoanalysis, arts psychotherapies, humanistic
psychotherapy, and, in particular, body psychotherapy, for clinicians who want to expand their
communication abilities. Drawing on 30 years of clinical experience, and providing illustrative
clinical vignettes, Westland has written a guide both for those who might not have any experience in
the theory of non-verbal communications and for lifelong psychotherapy practitioners. She lays as
groundwork recent research into the neurobiology of interaction and the foundations of non-verbal
communication in babyhood, continuing throughout from a bodymind perspective that pays due
attention to the physicality of the body. Westland urges therapists to learn how to leave their
comfort zone and try new ways of helping their clients. Writing in a richly evocative, lucid language,
Westland seeks to bring about change in both psychotherapist and client as they navigate both the
verbal and non-verbal aspects of embodied relating.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Skilled Interpersonal
Communication Owen Hargie, 2004-06-01 Previous editions ('Social Skills in Interpersonal
Communication') have established this work as the standard textbook on communication. Directly
relevant to a multiplicity of research areas and professions, this thoroughly revised and updated
edition has been expanded to include the latest research as well as a new chapter on negotiating.
Key examples and summaries have been augmented to help contextualise the theory of skilled
interpersonal communication in terms of its practical applications. Combining both clarity and a
deep understanding of the subject matter, the authors have succeeded in creating a new edition
which will be essential to anyone studying or working in the field of interpersonal communication.

sign languages are considered nonverbal communication: Emerging Sign Languages of the
Americas Olivier Le Guen, Josefina Safar, Marie Coppola, 2020-11-23 This volume is the first to
bring together researchers studying a range of different types of emerging sign languages in the
Americas, and their relationship to the gestures produced in the surrounding communities of
hearing individuals. Contents Acknowledgements Olivier Le Guen, Marie Coppola and Josefina Safar
Introduction: How Emerging Sign Languages in the Americas contributes to the study of linguistics
and (emerging) sign languages Part I: Emerging sign languages of the Americas. Descriptions and
analysis John Haviland Signs, interaction, coordination, and gaze: interactive foundations of “Z”—an
emerging (sign) language from Chiapas, Mexico Laura Horton Representational strategies in shared
homesign systems from Nebaj, Guatemala Josefina Safar and Rodrigo Petatillo Chan Strategies of
noun-verb distinction in Yucatec Maya Sign Languages Emmanuella Martinod, Brigitte Garcia and
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