Ron Desantis History

Ron DeSantis History: A Deep Dive into the Florida
Governor's Life and Career

Introduction:

Ron DeSantis. The name evokes strong reactions, from fervent admiration to staunch opposition.
He’s a prominent figure in American politics, currently serving as the 46th Governor of Florida. But
understanding the present requires exploring the past. This comprehensive exploration delves into
Ron DeSantis' history, examining his upbringing, education, military service, legal career, and rise
through the ranks of Republican politics. We’ll analyze key moments and decisions that shaped his
ideology and political trajectory, providing a nuanced perspective beyond the headlines.

Early Life and Education (Ron DeSantis History)

Ron DeSantis was born in Jacksonville, Florida, on September 14, 1978. His upbringing wasn't
marked by extraordinary wealth or privilege; he came from a middle-class family. His father, Ronald,
was a Timex executive, and his mother, Karen, was a nurse. This background often informs
narratives about his relatability to working-class families, although this connection is debated
depending on political viewpoints. DeSantis attended Yale University, where he earned a degree in
history, showcasing an early interest in the broader historical context of political events. He later
pursued a law degree from Harvard Law School, a prestigious institution that speaks to his
intellectual abilities and ambition. These formative years laid the groundwork for his future career
path, hinting at a drive for achievement and a commitment to rigorous intellectual pursuits.
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Military Service and Legal Career

After graduating from Harvard Law, DeSantis embarked on a notable chapter in his life: service in
the United States Navy. He joined the Judge Advocate General's Corps, serving as a lawyer in the
Navy JAG Corps. His time in the military, including a deployment to Iraq, provided him with
firsthand experience of global affairs and a disciplined approach to problem-solving - aspects often
highlighted in his political persona. Following his military service, he worked as a lawyer, gaining
experience in both the private and public sectors. This legal background is frequently cited as
providing him with a strong analytical foundation for his policy decisions.

Rise in Politics: From Congressman to Governor

DeSantis' entry into politics wasn't a sudden leap. He began his political career by running for and
winning a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. His tenure in Congress, though relatively short,
established him as a staunch conservative voice within the Republican Party. He gained national
attention through his support of conservative causes and his increasingly outspoken criticism of the
Obama administration. His consistent alignment with conservative principles proved to be a pivotal
factor in his subsequent gubernatorial campaign.

The Gubernatorial Race and Beyond (Ron DeSantis History)

The 2018 Florida gubernatorial race catapulted DeSantis into the national spotlight. Endorsed by
then-President Donald Trump, DeSantis secured the Republican nomination and successfully
campaigned on a platform of conservative principles, emphasizing issues like tax cuts, deregulation,
and strict immigration policies. His victory marked a significant shift in Florida politics, establishing
him as a powerful figure within the Republican Party. His current term as Governor has seen him
continue to push for conservative policies, often drawing both praise and criticism depending on the
perspective. His handling of the COVID-19 pandemic and his approach to education and voting
rights have become particularly contentious issues.

Key Policy Positions and Legislative Achievements

DeSantis' political platform is characterized by a strong conservative stance. Key aspects of his
policy positions include: economic conservatism focused on tax cuts and deregulation, a tough-on-
crime approach emphasizing law and order, and a socially conservative approach reflecting his
opposition to abortion rights. These policies have yielded both considerable support and significant
backlash, making him a polarizing figure in the national political landscape. His legislative
achievements reflect these positions, often resulting in significant changes to Florida's laws and
regulations. His supporters frequently point to his successes in job creation and economic growth as
evidence of his effective governance. However, critics emphasize the negative impacts of his policies



on minority communities and environmental protection.

Conclusion:

Understanding Ron DeSantis' history requires acknowledging the complexity of his career path.
From his middle-class upbringing to his time in the military, his legal career, and his rise through
the ranks of the Republican Party, his journey offers insights into his political ideology and decision-
making processes. He remains a highly influential figure in American politics, and his actions
continue to shape discussions on key national issues. His legacy is undoubtedly still being written,
and the coming years will offer further opportunities to examine his impact on the nation.

FAQs:

1. What is Ron DeSantis' stance on abortion? Ron DeSantis is strongly anti-abortion, and has signed
several bills into law restricting abortion access in Florida.

2. What is Ron DeSantis' military experience? He served as a Judge Advocate General (JAG) officer in
the US Navy, including a deployment to Iraq.

3. What is Ron DeSantis' relationship with Donald Trump? DeSantis received Trump's endorsement
during his gubernatorial campaign and is considered to be within the broader Trump political
sphere. However, there have also been reported tensions between the two men.

4. How has Ron DeSantis handled the COVID-19 pandemic? DeSantis' handling of the COVID-19
pandemic was highly controversial, with his administration prioritizing individual freedoms over
strict public health measures.

5. What are the major criticisms leveled against Ron DeSantis' governorship? Critics often cite his
policies regarding education, voting rights, and environmental regulations as overly restrictive or
discriminatory.

ron desantis history: Dreams from Our Founding Fathers Ron DeSantis, 2011

ron desantis history: Standing His Ground Richard Corcoran, 2023-10-31 Contrary to what
the mainstream media has claimed, Florida under Ron DeSantis has become the home for freedom
and individual liberty. At the onset of the pandemic, political leaders throughout the country were
forced to quickly make significant decisions about how they would govern under extraordinary
circumstances. A number of these decisions simply required instinct—they just had to come from the
gut. There was little, if any, precedent to examine, and hardly any time for the usual gambits to test
potential solutions. One person became a household name and a national hero for having made what
proved to be the best decisions over and over: Ron DeSantis, the 46th governor of Florida. However,
not surprisingly, his success also begot wrath. A patriot to millions of everyday Americans is often a
“tyrant” to progressive elites. Other than perhaps former President Donald Trump, DeSantis was



and remains the most vilified elected official in media, politics, entertainment, academia, and now
the corporate world. Conservatives know full well this means he hit the bullseye. Now that more
than two years have passed, the American people are able to clearly see whose decisions struck the
proper balance between liberty and safety. There’s no denying that DeSantis’s influence soared as
the world watched him successfully steer his state step by step through one of the greatest periods
of turmoil and uncertainty in modern history. While many other states floundered, Florida didn’t just
survive—it flourished.

ron desantis history: The Modern Republican Party in Florida Peter Dunbar, Mike
Haridopolos, 2019-11-05 Despite Florida's current reputation as a swing state, there was a time
when its Republicans were the underdogs against a Democratic powerhouse. This book tells the
story of how the Republican Party of Florida became the influential force it is today. Republicans
briefly came to power in Florida after the Civil War but were called carpetbaggers and scalawags by
residents who resented pro-Union leadership. They were so unpopular that they didn't earn official
party status in the state until 1928. Peter Dunbar and Mike Haridopolos show how, due largely to a
population boom in the state and a schism in the Democratic Party, Republicans slowly started to
see their ranks swell. This book chronicles the paths that led to a Republican majority in both the
state Senate and House in the second half of the twentieth century and highlights successful
campaigns of Florida Republicans for national positions. It explores the platforms and impact of
Republican governors from Claude Kirk to Ron DeSantis. It also looks at how a robust two-party
system opened up political opportunities for women and minorities and how Republicans affected
pressing issues such as public education, environmental preservation, and criminal justice. As the
Sunshine State enters its third decade under GOP control and partisan tensions continue to mount
across the country, this book provides a timely history of the modern political era in Florida and a
careful analysis of challenges the Republican Party faces in a state situated at the epicenter of the
nation's politics.

ron desantis history: Ben and Emma's Big Hit Gavin Newsom, Ruby Shamir, 2021-12-07 From
California Governor Gavin Newsom comes an empowering picture book about a young boy with
dyslexia who discovers a new way to look at reading. Ben loves baseball. He loves the lines of
diamond-shaped field and the dome of the pitcher's mound. What Ben doesn't like is reading. Ben
has dyslexia, which means letters and sounds get jumbled up in his brain, and then the words don't
make sense. But when Ben starts looking at reading like he looks at baseball, he realizes that if he
keeps trying, he can overcome any obstacle that comes his way. In this empowering story by
California Governor Gavin Newsom, inspired by his own childhood diagnosis of dyslexia, readers will
learn that kids with the determination to try (and try again) can do big things. *This book is set in a
font specifically designed to be easier for people with dyslexia to read.

ron desantis history: Trumpocalypse David Frum, 2020-05-26 I don't take responsibility at
all. Those words of Donald Trump at a March 13, 2020, press conference are likely to be history's
epitaph on his presidency. A huge swath of Americans has put their faith in Trump, and Trump only,
because they see the rest of the country building a future that doesn’t have a place for them. If they
would risk their lives for Trump in a pandemic, they will certainly risk the stability of American
democracy. They brought the Trumpocalypse upon the country, and a post-Trumpocalypse country
will have to find a way either to reconcile them to democracy - or to protect democracy from them.
In Trumpocalypse, David Frum looks at what happens when a third of the electorate refuses to
abandon Donald Trump, no matter what he does. Those voters aren’t looking for policy wins. They're
seeking cultural revenge. It is not enough to defeat Donald Trump on election day 2020. Even if
Trump peacefully departs office, the trauma he inflicted will distort American and world politics for
years to come. Americans must start from where they are, build from what they have, to repair the
damage Trump inflicted on the country, to amend the wrongs that, under Trump, they inflicted upon
each other. Americans can do better. David Frum shows how—and inspires all readers of all points
of view to believe again in the possibilities of American life. Trumpocalypse is both a warning of
danger and a guide to reform that will be read and discussed for years to come.



ron desantis history: The Borowitz Report Andy Borowitz, 2010-05-11 Prepare to be
shocked. From the man The Wall Street Journal hailed as a Swiftean satirist comes the most
shocking book ever written! The Borowitz Report: The Big Book of Shockers, by award-winning fake
journalist Andy Borowitz, contains page after page of news stories too hot, too controversial, too --
yes, shocking -- for the mainstream press to handle. Sample the groundbreaking reporting from the
news organization whose motto is Give us thirty minutes -- we'll waste it.

ron desantis history: Ossian Bingley Hart, Florida’s Loyalist Reconstruction Governor
Canter Brown, Jr., 1997-07 In this exceptional biography, Canter Brown, Jr., removes Ossian Bingley
Hart (1821-1874)—a Unionist, the principal founder of the Republican Party in Florida, and a
Reconstruction-era governor of the state—from the shadows of history. Through an examination of
Hart’s life and career, Brown offers new insight into the political problems of the day—the role of
Unionism in Deep South politics in particular—and enriches our understanding of the complexities of
Reconstruction. Brown traces Hart’s life from his privileged childhood in the newly founded port
town of Jacksonville through his service as a volunteer soldier in the Second Seminole War, his
education in South Carolina, and the dawn of his legal and political career on Florida’s Atlantic
frontier to his election as governor in 1872 and his premature death sixteen months later. Brown's
multifaceted biography offers a rare glimpse at the persistence of Loyalism in the post-Civil War
South and clearly illustrates the pivotal role played by both Loyalists and African Americans in
southern politics of that era and how these two groups merged to resist carpetbag rule.

ron desantis history: Troll Nation Amanda Marcotte, 2018-04-24 “Amanda Marcotte drains
the swamp and reveals a Republican Party hijacked by grifters and frauds.” ?David Daley The
election of Donald Trump in 2016, like most of his campaign, came as a shock to many Americans.
How could a man so lacking in capacity, so void of any intellectual heft, become the president of the
United States? How did Trump, a man with no detectable personal qualities outside of resentment
and the will to dominate, appeal to millions of Americans and win the highest office in the land? The
American right has spent decades turning away from reasoned discourse toward a rhetoric of pure
resentment—it’s this shift that laid the groundwork for Trump’s ascendency. In Troll Nation,
journalist Amanda Marcotte outlines how Trump was the inevitable result of American
conservatism’s degradation into an ideology of blind resentment. For years now, the purpose of right
wing media, particularly Fox News, has not been to argue for traditional conservative ideals, such as
small government or even family values, so much as to stoke bitterness and paranoia in its audience.
Traditionalist white people have lost control over the culture, and they know it, and the only option
they feel they have left is to rage at a broad swath of supposed enemies ? journalists, activists,
feminists, city dwellers, college professors ? that they blame for stealing “their” country from them.
Conservative pundits, politicians, and activists have abandoned any hope of winning the argument
through reasoned discourse, and instead have adopted a series of bad faith claims, conspiracy
theories, and culture war hysterics. Decades of these antics created a conservative voting base that
was ready to elect a mindless bully like Donald Trump.

ron desantis history: How to Win in Politics Fuller Warren, Allen Covington Morris,
2011-10-01

ron desantis history: A Story Lately Told Anjelica Huston, 2013-11-19 Anjelica Huston'’s
“gorgeously written” (O, The Oprah Magazine) memoir is “an elegant, funny, and frequently
haunting reminiscence of the first two decades of her life...A classic” (Vanity Fair). In her first,
dazzling memoir, Anjelica Huston shares the story of her deeply unconventional early life—her
enchanted childhood in Ireland, living with her glamorous and artistic mother, educated by tutors
and nuns, intrepid on a horse. Huston was raised on an Irish estate to which—between movies—her
father, director John Huston, brought his array of extraordinary friends, from Carson McCullers and
John Steinbeck to Peter O’Toole and Marlon Brando. In London, where she lived with her mother
and brother in the early sixties when her parents separated, Huston encountered the Rolling Stones
and Fleetwood Mac. She understudied Marianne Faithfull in Hamlet. Seventeen, striking,
precocious, but still young and vulnerable, she was devastated when her mother died in a car crash.



Months later she moved to New York, fell in love with the much older, brilliant but disturbed
photographer, Bob Richardson, and became a model. Living in the Chelsea Hotel, working with
Richard Avedon and other photographers, she navigated a volatile relationship and the dynamic
cultural epicenter of New York in the seventies. A Story Lately Told is an “evocative” (The New York
Times), “magically beautiful” (The Boston Globe) memoir. Huston’s second memoir, Watch Me, will
be published in November 2014.

ron desantis history: A History of Florida Marvin Dunn, 2016-05-24 I know Florida. I was born
in Florida during the reign of Jim Crow and have lived to see black astronauts blasted into the
heavens from Cape Canaveral. For three quarters of a century I have lived mostly in Florida. I have
seen her flowers and her warts. This book is about both. People of African descent have been in
Florida from the arrival of Ponce de Leon in 1513, yet our presence in the state is virtually hidden. A
casual glance at most Florida history books depict African Americans primarily as laborers who are
shown as backdrops to white history. The history of blacks in Florida has been deliberately distorted,
omitted and marginalized. We have been denied our heroes and heroines. Our stories have mainly
been left untold. This book lifts the veil from some of these stories and places African Americans in
the very marrow of Florida history.

ron desantis history: Unintimidated Scott Kevin Walker, Marc A. Thiessen, 2014-08-26 The
controversial governor recounts his fight to reform his state and issues a call to action for the whole
country In 2010, Scott Walker was elected governor of Wisconsin with a mandate to improve its
economy and restore fiscal responsibility. With the state facing a $3.6 billion budget deficit, he
proposed a series of reforms to limit the collective bargaining power of public employee unions,
which was costing taxpayers billions in pension and health care costs. . In June 2012, he won a
special recall election with a higher share of the vote than he had for his original election, becoming
the first governor in the country to survive a recall election. In this book, Governor Walker shows
how his commitment to limited but effective government paid off. During his tenure Wisconsin has
saved more than $1 billion, property taxes have gone down for the first time in twelve years, and the
deficit was turned into a surplus. He also shows what his experiences can teach defenders of liberty
across the country about standing up to the special interests that favor the status quo.

ron desantis history: Futureface Alex Wagner, 2019-01-08 From the host of MSNBC’s Alex
Wagner Tonight, “a rich and revealing memoir” (The New York Times) about her travels around the
globe to solve the mystery of her ancestry, confronting the question at the heart of the American
experience of immigration, race, and identity: Who are my people? “A thoughtful, beautiful
meditation on what makes us who we are . . . and the values and ideals that bind us together as
Americans.”—Barack Obama The daughter of a Burmese mother and a white American father, Alex
Wagner grew up thinking of herself as a “futureface”—an avatar of a mixed-race future when all
races would merge into a brown singularity. But when one family mystery leads to another,
Wagner’s post-racial ideals fray as she becomes obsessed with the specifics of her own family’s
racial and ethnic history. Drawn into the wild world of ancestry, she embarks upon a quest around
the world—and into her own DNA—to answer the ultimate questions of who she really is and where
she belongs. The journey takes her from Burma to Luxembourg, from ruined colonial capitals with
records written on banana leaves to Mormon databases, genetic labs, and the rest of the
twenty-first-century genealogy complex. But soon she begins to grapple with a deeper question:
Does it matter? Is our enduring obsession with blood and land, race and identity, worth all the
trouble it’s caused us? Wagner weaves together fascinating history, genetic science, and sociology
but is really after deeper stuff than her own ancestry: in a time of conflict over who we are as a
country, she tries to find the story where we all belong. Praise for Futureface “Smart, searching . . .
Meditating on our ancestors, as Wagner’s own story shows, can suggest better ways of being
ourselves.”—Maud Newton, The New York Times Book Review “Sincere and instructive . . . This
timely reflection on American identity, with a bonus exposé of DNA ancestry testing, deserves a wide
audience.”—Library Journal “The narrative is part Mary Roach-style participation-heavy research,
part family history, and part exploration of existential loneliness. . . . The journey is worth



taking.”—Kirkus Reviews “[A] ruminative exploration of ethnicity and identity . . . Wagner’s odyssey
is an effective riposte to anti-immigrant politics.”—Publishers Weekly

ron desantis history: Trump: The Art of the Deal Donald J. Trump, Tony Schwartz,
2009-12-23 President Donald J. Trump lays out his professional and personal worldview in this
classic work—a firsthand account of the rise of America’s foremost deal-maker. “I like thinking big. I
always have. To me it’s very simple: If you're going to be thinking anyway, you might as well think
big.”—Donald J. Trump Here is Trump in action—how he runs his organization and how he runs his
life—as he meets the people he needs to meet, chats with family and friends, clashes with enemies,
and challenges conventional thinking. But even a maverick plays by rules, and Trump has formulated
time-tested guidelines for success. He isolates the common elements in his greatest
accomplishments; he shatters myths; he names names, spells out the zeros, and fully reveals the
deal-maker’s art. And throughout, Trump talks—really talks—about how he does it. Trump: The Art
of the Deal is an unguarded look at the mind of a brilliant entrepreneur—the ultimate read for
anyone interested in the man behind the spotlight. Praise for Trump: The Art of the Deal “Trump
makes one believe for a moment in the American dream again.”—The New York Times “Donald
Trump is a deal maker. He is a deal maker the way lions are carnivores and water is wet.”—Chicago
Tribune “Fascinating . . . wholly absorbing . . . conveys Trump’s larger-than-life demeanor so
vibrantly that the reader’s attention is instantly and fully claimed.”—Boston Herald “A chatty,
generous, chutzpa-filled autobiography.”—New York Post

ron desantis history: Black AF History Michael Harriot, 2025-09-15 AMAZON'S TOP 20
HISTORY BOOKS OF 2023 * B&N BEST OF EDUCATIONAL HISTORY * THE ROOT'S BEST BOOKS
OF 2023 * CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2023 From acclaimed columnist and
political commentator Michael Harriot, a searingly smart and bitingly hilarious retelling of American
history that corrects the record and showcases the perspectives and experiences of Black
Americans. America's backstory is a whitewashed mythology implanted in our collective memory. It
is the story of the pilgrims on the Mayflower building a new nation. It is George Washington's cherry
tree and Abraham Lincoln's log cabin. It is the fantastic tale of slaves that spontaneously teleported
themselves here with nothing but strong backs and negro spirituals. It is a sugarcoated legend based
on an almost true story. It should come as no surprise that the dominant narrative of American
history is blighted with errors and oversights--after all, history books were written by white men
with their perspectives at the forefront. It could even be said that the devaluation and erasure of the
Black experience is as American as apple pie. In Black AF History, Michael Harriot presents a more
accurate version of American history. Combining unapologetically provocative storytelling with
meticulous research based on primary sources as well as the work of pioneering Black historians,
scholars, and journalists, Harriot removes the white sugarcoating from the American story, placing
Black people squarely at the center. With incisive wit, Harriot speaks hilarious truth to oppressive
power, subverting conventional historical narratives with little-known stories about the experiences
of Black Americans. From the African Americans who arrived before 1619 to the unenslavable bandit
who inspired America's first police force, this long overdue corrective provides a revealing look into
our past that is as urgent as it is necessary. For too long, we have refused to acknowledge that
American history is white history. Not this one. This history is Black AF.

ron desantis history: The Courage to Be Free Ron DeSantis, 2023-02-28 No American leader
has accomplished more for his state than Governor Ron DeSantis. Now, he reveals how he did it. He
played baseball for Yale, graduated with honors from Harvard Law School, and served in Iraq and in
the halls of Congress. But in all these places, Ron DeSantis learned the same lesson: He didn't want
to be part of the leftist elite. His heart was always for the people of Florida, one of the most diverse
and culturally rich states in the union. Since becoming governor of the sunshine state, he has fought
--and won--battle after battle, defeating not just opposition from the political left, but a barrage of
hostile media coverage proclaiming the end of the world. When he implemented evidence-based and
freedom-focused COVID-19 policies, the press launched a smear campaign against him, yet Florida's
economy thrived, its education system outperformed the nation, and its COVID mortality rate for



seniors was lower than that in 38 states. When he enacted policies to keep leftist political concepts
like critical race theory and woke gender ideology out of Florida's classrooms, the media
demagogued his actions, but parents across Florida rallied to his cause. Dishonest attacks from the
media don't deter him. In fact, DeSantis keeps racking up wins for Floridians. A firsthand account
from the blue-collar boy who grew up to take on Disney and Dr. Fauci, The Courage to Be Free
delivers something no other politician's memoir has before: stories of victory. This book is a winning
blueprint for patriots across the country. And it is a rallying cry for every American who wishes to
preserve our liberties.

ron desantis history: Ron DeSantis Flore Kayl, Laure Pallez, 2024-04-02 This biography delves
into the life of Ron DeSantis, the governor of Florida, known for his bold stance against Donald
Trump and his influential role among Republican governors. Written in a non-partisan voice, the
authors meticulously trace the journey of this young and provocative leader, exploring his political
agenda aimed at shaping a more conservative and anti-woke America. Through thorough research
and interviews with experts in Washington, DC, they uncover the rise to power of this new figure in
the Republican Party and analyze his vision for the nation. Beyond merely chronicling DeSantis’s
life, the book offers insights into the American federal system, providing readers with a deeper
understanding of the current political landscape in the United States. With an eye toward the future,
the authors paint a portrait of DeSantis as a prominent political figure destined to leave a lasting
impact on American politics.

ron desantis history: A Plague Upon Our House Scott W. Atlas, 2021-11-23 As seen on Tucker
Carlson, The Ingraham Angle, The Megyn Kelly Show, The Clay Travis & Buck Sexton Show, The
Next Revolution with Steve Hilton and more! What really happened behind the scenes at the Trump
White House during the COVID pandemic? When Dr. Scott W. Atlas was tapped by Donald Trump to
join his COVID Task Force, he was immediately thrust into a maelstrom of scientific disputes, policy
debates, raging egos, politically motivated lies, and cynical media manipulation. Numerous myths
and distortions surround the Trump Administration’s handling of the crisis, and many pressing
questions remain unanswered. Did the Trump team really bungle the response to the pandemic?
Were the right decisions made about travel restrictions, lockdowns, and mask mandates? Are Drs.
Anthony Fauci and Deborah Birx competent medical experts or timeserving bureaucrats? Did half a
million people really die unnecessarily because of Trump’s incompetence? So far no trusted figure
has emerged who can tell the story straight—until now. In this unfiltered insider account, Dr. Scott
Atlas brings us directly into the White House, describes the key players in the crisis, and assigns
credit and blame where it is deserved. The book includes shocking evaluations of the Task Force
members’ limited knowledge and grasp of the science of COVID and details heated discussions with
Task Force members, including all of the most controversial episodes that dominated headlines for
weeks. Dr. Atlas tells the truth about the science and documents the media’s relentless campaign to
suffocate it, which included canceled interviews, journalists’ off-camera hostility in White House
briefings, and intentional distortion of facts. He also provides an inside account of the delays and
timelines involving vaccines and other treatments, evaluates the impact of the lockdowns on
American public health, and indicts the relentless war on truth waged by Big Business and Big Tech.
No other book contains these revelations. Millions of people who trust Dr. Atlas will want to read
this dramatic account of what really went on behind the scenes in the White House during the
greatest public health crisis of the 21st century.

ron desantis history: Everything Trump Touches Dies Rick Wilson, 2018-08-07 From Rick
Wilson—longtime Republican strategist, political commentator, Daily Beast contributor—the #1 New
York Times bestseller about the disease that is destroying the conservative movement and burning
down the GOP: Trumpism. Includes an all-new chapter analyzing Trump’s impact on the 2018
elections. In the #1 New York Times bestselling Everything Trump Touches Dies, political campaign
strategist and commentator Rick Wilson delivers “a searingly honest, bitingly funny, comprehensive
answer to the question we find ourselves asking most mornings: “‘What the hell is going on?’
(Chicago Tribune). The Guardian hails Everything Trump Touches Dies, saying it gives, “more



unvarnished truths about Donald Trump than anyone else in the American political establishment
has offered. Wilson never holds back.” Rick mercilessly exposes the damage Trump has done to the
country, to the Republican Party, and to the conservative movement that has abandoned its
principles for the worst President in American history. Wilson unblinkingly dismantles Trump’s
deceptions and the illusions to which his supporters cling, shedding light on the guilty parties who
empower and enable Trump in Washington and in the media. He calls out the race-war dead-enders
who hitched a ride with Trump, the alt-right basement dwellers who worship him, and the social
conservatives who looked the other way. Publishers Weekly calls it, “a scathing, profane,
unflinching, and laugh-out-loud funny rebuke of Donald Trump and his presidency.” No left-winger,
Wilson is a lifelong conservative who delivers his withering critique of Trump from the right. A
leader of the Never Trump movement, he warned from the start that Trump would destroy the lives
and reputations of everyone in his orbit, and Everything Trump Touches Dies is a deft chronicle the
tragicomic political story of our time. From the early campaign days through the shock of election
night, to the inconceivable train-wreck of Trump’s first year. Rick Wilson provides not only an
insightful analysis of the Trump administration, but also an optimistic path forward for the GOP, the
conservative movement, and the country. “Hilarious, smartly written, and usually spot-on” (Kirkus
Reviews), Everything Trump Touches Dies is perfect for those on either side of the aisle who need a
dose of unvarnished reality, a good laugh, a strong cocktail, and a return to sanity in American
politics.

ron desantis history: Strongmen: Mussolini to the Present Ruth Ben-Ghiat, 2020-11-10
What modern authoritarian leaders have in common (and how they can be stopped). Ruth Ben-Ghiat
is the expert on the strongman playbook employed by authoritarian demagogues from Mussolini to
Putin—enabling her to predict with uncanny accuracy the recent experience in America and Europe.
In Strongmen, she lays bare the blueprint these leaders have followed over the past 100 years, and
empowers us to recognize, resist, and prevent their disastrous rule in the future. For ours is the age
of authoritarian rulers: self-proclaimed saviors of the nation who evade accountability while robbing
their people of truth, treasure, and the protections of democracy. They promise law and order, then
legitimize lawbreaking by financial, sexual, and other predators. They use masculinity as a symbol of
strength and a political weapon. Taking what you want, and getting away with it, becomes proof of
male authority. They use propaganda, corruption, and violence to stay in power. Vladimir Putin and
Mobutu Sese Seko’s kleptocracies, Augusto Pinochet’s torture sites, Benito Mussolini and Muammar
Gaddafi’s systems of sexual exploitation, and Silvio Berlusconi and Donald Trump’s relentless
misinformation: all show how authoritarian rule, far from ensuring stability, is marked by destructive
chaos. No other type of leader is so transparent about prioritizing self-interest over the public good.
As one country after another has discovered, the strongman is at his worst when true guidance is
most needed by his country. Recounting the acts of solidarity and dignity that have undone
strongmen over the past 100 years, Ben-Ghiat makes vividly clear that only by seeing the strongman
for what he is—and by valuing one another as he is unable to do—can we stop him, now and in the
future.

ron desantis history: One Vote Away Ted Cruz, 2020-09-29 ** WALL STREET JOURNAL
BESTSELLER **USA TODAY BESTSELLER ** PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY BESTSELLER * NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER ** With a simple majority on the Supreme Court, the left would have the power
to curtail or even abolish the freedoms that have made America a beacon to the world. We are one
vote away from losing our most precious constitutional rights. As a Supreme Court clerk, solicitor
general of Texas, and private litigator, Ted Cruz played a key role in some of the most important
legal cases of the past two decades. In One Vote Away, you will discover how often the high court
decisions that affect your life have been decided by the narrowest of margins. One vote preserves
your right to speak freely, to bear arms, and to exercise your faith. One vote will determine whether
your children enjoy their full inheritance as American citizens. God may endow us with certain
unalienable rights, but whether we enjoy them depends on nine judges—the high priests who have
the last say in our system of government. Drawing back the curtain of their temple, Senator Cruz



reveals the struggles, arguments, and strife that have shaped the fate of those rights. No one who
reads One Vote Away can ever again take a single seat on the Supreme Court for granted.

ron desantis history: Woke, Inc. Vivek Ramaswamy, 2021-08-17 AN INSTANT NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER! A young entrepreneur makes the case that politics has no place in business,
and sets out a new vision for the future of American capitalism. There’s a new invisible force at work
in our economic and cultural lives. It affects every advertisement we see and every product we buy,
from our morning coffee to a new pair of shoes. “Stakeholder capitalism” makes rosy promises of a
better, more diverse, environmentally-friendly world, but in reality this ideology championed by
America’s business and political leaders robs us of our money, our voice, and our identity. Vivek
Ramaswamy is a traitor to his class. He’s founded multibillion-dollar enterprises, led a biotech
company as CEO, he became a hedge fund partner in his 20s, trained as a scientist at Harvard and a
lawyer at Yale, and grew up the child of immigrants in a small town in Ohio. Now he takes us behind
the scenes into corporate boardrooms and five-star conferences, into Ivy League classrooms and
secretive nonprofits, to reveal the defining scam of our century. The modern woke-industrial
complex divides us as a people. By mixing morality with consumerism, America’s elites prey on our
innermost insecurities about who we really are. They sell us cheap social causes and skin-deep
identities to satisfy our hunger for a cause and our search for meaning, at a moment when we as
Americans lack both. This book not only rips back the curtain on the new corporatist agenda, it
offers a better way forward. America’s elites may want to sort us into demographic boxes, but we
don’t have to stay there. Woke, Inc. begins as a critique of stakeholder capitalism and ends with an
exploration of what it means to be an American in 2021—a journey that begins with cynicism and
ends with hope.

ron desantis history: The Substance of Hope William Jelani Cobb, 2010-06-02 For acclaimed
historian William Jelani Cobb, the historic election of Barack Obama to the presidency is not the
most remarkable development of the 2008 election; even more so is the fact that Obama won some
90 percent of the black vote in the primaries across America despite the fact that the established
black leadership since the civil rights era-men like Jesse Jackson, John Lewis, Andrew Young, who
paved the way for his candidacy-all openly supported Hillary Clinton. Clearly a sea change has
occurred among black voters, ironically pushing the architects of the civil rights movement toward
the periphery at the moment when their political dreams were most fully realized. How this has
happened, and the powerful implications it holds for America's politics and social landscape, is the
focus of The Substance of Hope, a deeply insightful, paradigm-shifting examination of a new
generation of voters that has not been shaped by the raw memory of Jim Crow and has a different
range of imperatives. Cobb sees Obama's ascendancy as a reality that has been taking shape in tiny
increments for the past four decades, and examines thorny issues such as the paradox and
contradictions embodied in race and patriotism, identity and citizenship; how the civil rights
leadership became a political machine; why the term postracial is as iniquitous as it is inaccurate;
and whether our society has really changed with Obama's election. Elegantly written and powerfully
argued, The Substance of Hope challenges conventional wisdom as it offers original insight into
America's future.

ron desantis history: Simianization Wulf D. Hund, Charles W. Mills, Silvia Sebastiani, 2015
Contents: Charles W. Mills: Bestial Inferiority. Locating Simianization within Racism - Wulf D. Hund:
Racist King Kong Fantasies. From Shakespeare's Monster to Stalin's Ape-Man - David Livingstone
Smith, Ioana Panaitiu: Aping the Human Essence. Simianization as Dehumanization - Silvia
Sebastiani: Challenging Boundaries. Apes and Savages in Enlightenment - Stefanie Affeldt:
Exterminating the Brute. Sexism and Racism in King Kong - Susan C. Townsend: The Yellow
Monkey. Simianizing the Japanese - Steve Garner: The Simianization of the Irish. Racial Apeing and
its Contexts - Kimberly Barsamian Kahn, Phillip Atiba Goff, Jean M. McMahon: Intersections of
Prejudice and Dehumanization. Charting a Research Trajectory (Series: ?Racism Analysis - Series B:
Yearbooks, Vol. 6) [Subject: Sociology, Race Studies]

ron desantis history: The Party's Over Charlie Crist, Ellis Henican, 2014-02-04 Charlie Crist,



the former Republican governor of Florida, spent years in the party’s inner circle. In this
no-holds-barred memoir, he shows why he switched sides and became a Democrat. After serving as a
Republican governor—one who was on the short list for the vice presidency in 2008—Charlie Crist
made headlines when he decided to run for the U.S. Senate as an Independent. He was on the front
page again when he endorsed President Obama in 2012 and spoke at the Democratic National
Convention—and yet again when he officially joined the Democratic Party later that year. In The
Party’s Over, he’ll make even more news when he reveals: The inside story of his 2010 Senate
primary campaign against Marco Rubio, where he learned exactly how vicious the Republican
leadership can be. His journey from inner circle to persona non grata, thanks to his literal embrace
of President Obama. His very frank opinions on Marco Rubio, Jeb Bush, Mitt Romney, Sarah Palin,
and other top-tier Republicans. Why he believes that Democrats have the right vision for Florida and
the nation. * What he’s learned as a member of both parties and why he remains convinced that the
two-party system can still work—with the right leadership. Rather than just rehashing his career, in
this book Crist offers a focused indictment of the failings of the Republican Party, naming names and
identifying where things went wrong. The Party’s Over is as far from “politics as usual” as you can
get.

ron desantis history: Bare-Faced Messiah Russell Miller, 2016-01-07 Bare-Faced Messiah tells
the extraordinary story of L. Ron Hubbard, a penniless science-fi ction writer who founded the
Church of Scientology, became a millionaire prophet and convinced his adoring followers that he
alone could save the world. According to his 'official' biography, Hubbard was an explorer, engineer,
scientist, war hero and philosopher. But in the words of a Californian judge, he was schizophrenic,
paranoid and a pathological liar. What is not in dispute is that Hubbard was one of the most bizarre
characters of the twentieth century. Bare-Faced Messiah exposes the myths surrounding the
fascinating and mysterious founder of the Church of Scientology - a man of hypnotic charm and
limitless imagination - and provides the defi nitive account of how the notorious organisation was
created.

ron desantis history: Ron DeSantis Desmond O Allen, 2024-01-22 Ron DeSantis: Navigating
Leadership in the Sunshine State A compelling title for a compelling leader. Dive into the story of
Ron DeSantis, a man who has captured the attention of the nation with his bold approach to
governing the vibrant state of Florida. This book isn't just a biography; it's a nautical chart
navigating the treacherous waters of leadership. Prepare to set sail with: Gripping accounts of
DeSantis's political triumphs and challenges, from his rise to the governorship to his controversial
stances on everything from immigration to the pandemic. Insights into the man behind the
headlines, exploring his motivations, values, and the driving forces that shape his decisions. A
balanced perspective, examining both the praise and criticism that have followed DeSantis
throughout his career, allowing you to form your own informed opinion. A glimpse into the future of
Florida and American politics, as DeSantis carves his own unique path and sets his sights on even
bigger ambitions. This book is for: Anyone who wants to understand one of the most talked-about
figures in American politics today. Floridians who want to delve deeper into the forces shaping their
state's destiny. Political junkies who crave the inside scoop on the strategies and decisions that
make or break a leader. Anyone who has ever pondered the complexities of leadership and the
challenges of navigating uncharted waters. Ron DeSantis: Navigating Leadership in the Sunshine
State is not just a biography; it's a thrilling political adventure, a thought-provoking exploration of
leadership, and a front-row seat to the making of history. Are you ready to chart your own course
through the story of Ron DeSantis? This description avoids making subjective claims about
DeSantis's effectiveness or morality, instead focusing on the intrigue and intrigue of his story and
the opportunity for readers to form their own opinions. It also emphasizes the book's appeal to a
wide range of readers, not just those who already have strong feelings about DeSantis. I hope this is
helpful! Please let me know if you have any other questions.

ron desantis history: The Age of Charisma Jeremy C. Young, 2017 This book demonstrates how
the modern relationship between leaders and followers in America grew out of late-nineteenth and



early-twentieth century charismatic social movements.

ron desantis history: OK Boomer, Let's Talk Jill Filipovic, 2020-08-11 “Particularly relevant
in an election year...This book is full of data—on the economy, technology, and more—that will help
millennials articulate their generational rage and help boomers understand where they're coming
from.” —The Washington Post “Jill Filipovic cuts through the noise with characteristic clarity and
nuance. Behind the meme is a thoughtfully reported book that greatly contributes to our
understanding of generational change.” —Irin Carmon, coauthor of the New York Times bestseller
Notorious RBG Baby Boomers are the most prosperous generation in American history, but their
kids are screwed. In this eye-opening book, journalist Jill Filipovic breaks down the massive
problems facing Millennials including climate, money, housing, and healthcare. In Ok Boomer, Let’s
Talk, journalist (and Millenial) Jill Filipovic tells the definitive story of her generation. Talking to gig
workers, economists, policy makers, and dozens of struggling Millennials drowning in debt on a
planet quite literally in flames, Filipovic paints a shocking and nuanced portrait of a generation
being left behind: -Millennials are the most educated generation in American history—and also the
most broke. -Millennials hold just 3 percent of American wealth. When they were the same age,
Boomers held 21 percent. -The average older Millennial has $15,000 in student loan debt. The
average Boomer at the same age? Just $2,300 in today’s dollars. -Millennials are paying almost 40
percent more for their first homes than Boomers did. -American families spend twice as much on
healthcare now than they did when Boomers were young parents. Filipovic shows that Millennials
are not the avocado-toast-eating snowflakes of Boomer outrage fantasies. But they are the first
American generation that will do worse than their parents. “OK, Boomer” isn’t just a sarcastic
dismissal—it’s a recognition that Millennials are in crisis, and that Boomer voters, bankers, and
policy makers are responsible. Filipovic goes beyond the meme, upending dated assumptions with
revelatory data and revealing portraits of young people delaying adulthood to pay down debt,
obsessed with “wellness” because they can’t afford real healthcare, and struggling to #hustle in the
precarious gig economy. Ok Boomer, Let’s Talk is at once an explainer and an extended olive branch
that will finally allow these two generations to truly understand each other.

ron desantis history: The 1619 Project Nikole Hannah-Jones, The New York Times Magazine,
2024-06-04 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢« NAACP IMAGE AWARD WINNER ¢ A dramatic
expansion of a groundbreaking work of journalism, The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story offers a
profoundly revealing vision of the American past and present. “[A] groundbreaking compendium . . .
bracing and urgent . . . This collection is an extraordinary update to an ongoing project of vital
truth-telling.”—Esquire NOW AN EMMY-NOMINATED HULU ORIGINAL DOCUSERIES ¢ FINALIST
FOR THE KIRKUS PRIZE « ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Washington Post, NPR,
Esquire, Marie Claire, Electric Lit, Ms. magazine, Kirkus Reviews, Booklist In late August 1619, a
ship arrived in the British colony of Virginia bearing a cargo of twenty to thirty enslaved people from
Africa. Their arrival led to the barbaric and unprecedented system of American chattel slavery that
would last for the next 250 years. This is sometimes referred to as the country’s original sin, but it is
more than that: It is the source of so much that still defines the United States. The New York Times
Magazine’s award-winning 1619 Project issue reframed our understanding of American history by
placing slavery and its continuing legacy at the center of our national narrative. This book
substantially expands on that work, weaving together eighteen essays that explore the legacy of
slavery in present-day America with thirty-six poems and works of fiction that illuminate key
moments of oppression, struggle, and resistance. The essays show how the inheritance of 1619
reaches into every part of contemporary American society, from politics, music, diet, traffic, and
citizenship to capitalism, religion, and our democracy itself. This book that speaks directly to our
current moment, contextualizing the systems of race and caste within which we operate today. It
reveals long-glossed-over truths around our nation’s founding and construction—and the way that
the legacy of slavery did not end with emancipation, but continues to shape contemporary American
life. Featuring contributions from: Leslie Alexander ¢ Michelle Alexander ¢ Carol Anderson * Joshua
Bennett ¢ Reginald Dwayne Betts * Jamelle Bouie * Anthea Butler « Matthew Desmond ¢ Rita Dove



Camille T. Dungy * Cornelius Eady * Eve L. Ewing ¢ Nikky Finney ¢ Vievee Francis * Yaa Gyasi ®
Forrest Hamer ¢ Terrance Hayes ¢ Kimberly Annece Henderson ¢ Jeneen Interlandi « Honorée
Fanonne Jeffers * Barry Jenkins ¢ Tyehimba Jess « Martha S. Jones ¢ Robert Jones, Jr. ¢ A. Van
Jordan ¢ Ibram X. Kendi ¢ Eddie Kendricks ¢ Yusef Komunyakaa * Kevin M. Kruse ¢ Kiese Laymon *
Trymaine Lee * Jasmine Mans ¢ Terry McMillan ¢ Tiya Miles « Wesley Morris ¢ Khalil Gibran
Muhammad ¢ Lynn Nottage ¢ ZZ Packer ¢ Gregory Pardlo ¢ Darryl Pinckney ¢ Claudia Rankine °
Jason Reynolds * Dorothy Roberts ¢ Sonia Sanchez ¢ Tim Seibles * Evie Shockley ¢ Clint Smith ¢
Danez Smith ¢ Patricia Smith ¢ Tracy K. Smith ¢ Bryan Stevenson ¢ Nafissa Thompson-Spires
Natasha Trethewey ¢ Linda Villarosa ¢ Jesmyn Ward

ron desantis history: The Hill to Die on Jake Sherman, Anna Palmer, 2019 With control of
both the House and Senate up for grabs in 2018 and the direction of the nation resting on the
outcome, never has a more savage, unrelenting fight been waged in the raptor cage that is the U.S.
congress. From the torrid struggle between the conservative Freedom Caucus and Speaker Paul
Ryan for control of the house, to the sexual assault accusations against Court nominee Brett
Kavanaugh that threw the Senate into turmoil, to the pitched battles across America in primaries,
the road to the midterm election has been paved with chaos and intrigue. And that's before one
considers that it's all refracted through the kaleidoscopic lens of President Trump, who can turn any
situation on its head with just a single tweet. With inside access that ushers readers deep into the
inner workings and hidden secrets of party leadership, Politco Playbook writers Anna Palmer and
Jake Sherman trace the strategy and the impulsiveness, the deal-making and the backstabbing, in a
blow-by-blow account of the power struggle roiling the halls of Congress. The Hill to Die On will be
an unforgettable story of power and politics, where the stakes are nothing less than the future of
America under Trump.

ron desantis history: The Dangerous Case of Donald Trump Bandy X. Lee, 2019-03-19 As
this bestseller predicted, Trump has only grown more erratic and dangerous as the pressures on him
mount. This new edition includes new essays bringing the book up to date—because this is still not
normal. Originally released in fall 2017, The Dangerous Case of Donald Trump was a runaway
bestseller. Alarmed Americans and international onlookers wanted to know: What is wrong with
him? That question still plagues us. The Trump administration has proven as chaotic and destructive
as its opponents feared, and the man at the center of it all remains a cipher. Constrained by the
APA’s “Goldwater rule,” which inhibits mental health professionals from diagnosing public figures
they have not personally examined, many of those qualified to weigh in on the issue have shied away
from discussing it at all. The public has thus been left to wonder whether he is mad, bad, or both.
The prestigious mental health experts who have contributed to the revised and updated version of
The Dangerous Case of Donald Trump argue that their moral and civic duty to warn supersedes
professional neutrality. Whatever affects him, affects the nation: From the trauma people have
experienced under the Trump administration to the cult-like characteristics of his followers, he has
created unprecedented mental health consequences across our nation and beyond. With eight new
essays (about one hundred pages of new material), this edition will cover the dangerous
ramifications of Trump's unnatural state. It’s not all in our heads. It’s in his.

ron desantis history: The Fight for the Soul of the Democratic Party John Nichols, 2020-05-05
Fighting fascism at home and abroad begins with the consolidation of a progressive politics
Seventy-five years ago, Henry Wallace, then the sitting Vice President of the United States, mounted
a campaign to warn about the persisting Danger of American Fascism. As fighting in the European
and Japanese theaters drew to a close, Wallace warned that the country may win the war and lose
the piece; that the fascist threat that the U.S. was battling abroad had a terrifying domestic variant,
growing rapidly in power: wealthy corporatists and their allies in the media. Wallace warned that if
the New Deal project was not renewed and expanded in the post-war era, American fascists would
use fear mongering, xenophonbia, and racism to regain the economic and political power that they
lost. He championed an alternative, progressive vision of a post-war world-an alternative to
triumphalist American Century vision then rising--in which the United States rejected colonialism



and imperialism. Wallace's political vision - as well as his standing in the Democratic Party - were
quickly sidelined. In the decades to come, other progressive forces would mount similar campaigns:
George McGovern and Jesse Jackson more prominently. As John Nichols chronicles in this book, they
ultimately failed - a warning to would-be reformers today - but their successive efforts provide us
with insights into the nature of the Democratic Party, and a strategic script for the likes of Bernie
Sanders and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

ron desantis history: The Viking Heart Arthur Herman, 2021 From a New York Times
best-selling historian and Pulitzer Prize finalist, a sweeping epic of how the Vikings and their
descendants have shaped history and America

ron desantis history: BLM Mike Gonzalez, 2021-09-07 The George Floyd riots that have
precipitated great changes throughout American society were not spontaneous events. Americans
did not suddenly rise up in righteous anger, take to the streets, and demand not just that police
departments be defunded but that all the structures, institutions, and systems of the United
States—all supposedly racist—be overhauled. The 12,000 or so demonstrations and 633 related riots
that followed Floyd’s death took organizational muscle. The movement’s grip on institutions from the
classroom to the ballpark required ideological commitment. That muscle and commitment were
provided by the various Black Lives Matter organizations. This book examines who the BLM leaders
are, delving into their backgrounds and exposing their agendas—something the media has so far
refused to do. These people are shown to be avowed Marxists who say they want to dismantle our
way of life. Along with their fellow activists, they make savvy use of social media to spread their
message and organize marches, sit-ins, statue tumblings, and riots. In 2020 they seized upon the
video showing George Floyd'’s suffering as a pretext to unleash a nationwide insurgency. Certainly,
no person of good will could object to the proposition that “black lives matter” as much as any other
human life. But Americans need to understand how their laudable moral concern is being exploited
for purposes that a great many of them would not approve.

ron desantis history: Horsemen of the Trumpocalypse John Nichols, 2017-08-29 A line-up of
the dirty dealers and defenders of the indefensible who are definitely not making America great
again Donald Trump has assembled a rogue's gallery of alt-right hatemongers, crony capitalists,
immigrant bashers, and climate-change deniers to run the American government. To survive the
next four years, we the people need to know whose hands are on the levers of power. And we need
to know how to challenge their abuses. John Nichols, veteran political correspondent at the Nation,
has been covering many of these deplorables for decades. Sticking to the hard facts and unafraid to
dig deep into the histories and ideologies of the people who make up Trump's inner circle, Nichols
delivers a clear-eyed and complete guide to this wrecking-crew administration.

ron desantis history: Family History in Black and White Christine Sleeter, 2021-04-06 Situated
within today’s changing racial demographics, Family History in Black and White: A Novel traces two
competitors - one white and one black - for the same position. Both are urban high school principals.
Ultimately, both must reckon with a surprising twist in their histories.

ron desantis history: It Feels Good to Be Yourself Theresa Thorn, 2019-06-04 A picture book
that introduces the concept of gender identity to the youngest reader from writer Theresa Thorn and
illustrator Noah Grigni. Some people are boys. Some people are girls. Some people are both, neither,
or somewhere in between. This sweet, straightforward exploration of gender identity will give
children a fuller understanding of themselves and others. With child-friendly language and vibrant
art, It Feels Good to Be Yourself provides young readers and parents alike with the vocabulary to
discuss this important topic with sensitivity.

ron desantis history: Liberty Is Sweet Woody Holton, 2021-10-19 A “deeply researched and
bracing retelling” (Annette Gordon-Reed, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian) of the American
Revolution, showing how the Founders were influenced by overlooked Americans—women, Native
Americans, African Americans, and religious dissenters. Using more than a thousand eyewitness
records, Liberty Is Sweet is a “spirited account” (Gordon S. Wood, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
The Radicalism of the American Revolution) that explores countless connections between the




Patriots of 1776 and other Americans whose passion for freedom often brought them into conflict
with the Founding Fathers. “It is all one story,” prizewinning historian Woody Holton writes. Holton
describes the origins and crucial battles of the Revolution from Lexington and Concord to the British
surrender at Yorktown, always focusing on marginalized Americans—enslaved Africans and African
Americans, Native Americans, women, and dissenters—and on overlooked factors such as weather,
North America’s unique geography, chance, misperception, attempts to manipulate public opinion,
and (most of all) disease. Thousands of enslaved Americans exploited the chaos of war to obtain their
own freedom, while others were given away as enlistment bounties to whites. Women provided
material support for the troops, sewing clothes for soldiers and in some cases taking part in the
fighting. Both sides courted native people and mimicked their tactics. Liberty Is Sweet is a
“must-read book for understanding the founding of our nation” (Walter Isaacson, author of Benjamin
Franklin), from its origins on the frontiers and in the Atlantic ports to the creation of the
Constitution. Offering surprises at every turn—for example, Holton makes a convincing case that
Britain never had a chance of winning the war—this majestic history revivifies a story we thought we
already knew.

ron desantis history: Native Americans in Florida Kevin M. McCarthy, 1999 Traces the
history and culture of various Native American tribes in Florida, addressing such topics as mounds
and other archeological remains, languages, reservations, wars, and European encroachment.
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