
Sign Language Point At Palm

Sign Language Point at Palm: Decoding a Crucial
Handshape

Are you curious about the nuances of sign language? Have you noticed a signer repeatedly pointing
at their palm, and wondered what it means? This isn't just a random gesture; pointing at the palm in
sign language is a crucial handshape that modifies the meaning of many signs, often indicating a
specific location, object, or even a concept. This comprehensive guide will explore the various
interpretations and applications of this common handshape, helping you better understand and
appreciate the richness and complexity of sign language communication. We'll delve into its usage
across different sign languages and examine examples to illustrate its significance.

Understanding the "Point at Palm" Handshape
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The "point at palm" handshape, often described as an index finger pointing directly at the center of
the open palm, isn't a sign itself. Instead, it acts as a vital modifier, significantly altering the
meaning of the sign it accompanies. Its function is similar to adverbs or prepositions in spoken
language, providing additional context and specifying details. This versatility makes it a cornerstone
of effective sign language communication.

#### Variations in Sign Languages

While the basic concept of pointing at the palm is consistent across many sign languages, the
precise execution and specific meanings can vary. For instance, the angle of the pointing finger, the
orientation of the palm, and even the accompanying facial expressions can subtly change the
intended meaning. Therefore, understanding the context is crucial for accurate interpretation.

Common Uses of the "Point at Palm" Handshape

The "point at palm" handshape frequently appears in conjunction with other signs, modifying their
meaning in several key ways:

#### 1. Specifying Location:

One of the most common uses is to indicate a specific location. For example, combining the sign for
"house" with the "point at palm" handshape could specify "my house" or "that house over there,"
depending on the context and accompanying body language. The palm might face towards the
speaker for "my house," or outward towards a specific location for "that house."

#### 2. Indicating Possession:

This handshape can also signify possession. Signing "car" followed by the "point at palm" might
translate to "my car" or "his car," depending again on the context and the direction of the palm. The
direction of the palm plays a key role in indicating the possessor.

#### 3. Emphasizing a Specific Object:

The "point at palm" can highlight a particular object within a group or context. For example, when
discussing various fruits, using this handshape with the sign for "apple" might mean "this specific
apple" or "that particular apple."

#### 4. Representing Abstract Concepts:

Surprisingly, the "point at palm" can even modify signs related to abstract concepts. The subtle
nuances in its usage allow signers to express subtle differences in meaning. For example, combined
with a sign for "idea," it might specify "my idea," "a specific idea," or even "the main idea."

Regional and Cultural Variations



It's vital to acknowledge that regional dialects and cultural nuances can influence the precise
application of the "point at palm" handshape. Even within a single sign language, variations may
exist. Therefore, immersion in the specific sign language community is invaluable for grasping these
subtle differences.

Learning to Use and Interpret the "Point at Palm" Handshape

Learning to effectively use and interpret the "point at palm" handshape requires dedicated practice
and observation. Begin by studying basic signs and then gradually incorporate the handshape to
modify them. Pay close attention to the context, body language, and facial expressions of the signer
to fully comprehend the intended meaning.

Conclusion

The seemingly simple "point at palm" handshape is a powerful tool in sign language communication.
Its versatility in modifying the meaning of signs emphasizes the rich and nuanced nature of this
visual language. Mastering its usage requires careful study and observation, but the rewards of
understanding this crucial aspect of sign language are immense. By paying close attention to detail
and immersing yourself in the visual richness of sign language, you can unlock a deeper appreciation
for its expressive capabilities.

FAQs:

1. Is the "point at palm" handshape used in all sign languages? While the concept is common, the
specific execution and meanings can vary significantly between different sign languages.

2. Can the "point at palm" handshape be used independently as a sign? No, it primarily functions as
a modifier, adding context and specifying details to other signs.

3. How important is context when interpreting the "point at palm" handshape? Context is crucial.
The meaning is heavily dependent on the accompanying sign, body language, and the overall
situation.

4. Are there any variations in the "point at palm" handshape itself? Yes, slight variations in finger
angle and palm orientation can subtly alter the meaning.

5. Where can I learn more about interpreting the subtle variations in sign language handshapes?
Local deaf communities, sign language classes, and online resources specializing in sign language
interpretation are excellent places to expand your knowledge.

  sign language point at palm: Sign Language Made Simple Karen Lewis, 1997-08-18 Sign



Language Made Simple will include five Parts: Part One: an introduction, how to use this book, a
brief history of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages,
including its use of non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.) Part Two:
Fingerspelling: the signing alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL
signs Part Three: Dictionary of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other
parts of speech-approx. 1,000 illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers,
where appropriate. Part Four: Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes
rudimentary sentences and lines from poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also,
grammatical aspects, word endings, tenses. Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and
jokes. Sign Language Made Simple will have over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and
more competitively priced than the competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
  sign language point at palm: A Historical and Etymological Dictionary of American Sign
Language Emily Shaw, Yves Delaporte, 2015 Dictionary of all know texts featuring illustrations of
early American Sign Language and historical images of French Sign language and linking them with
contemporary signs--
  sign language point at palm: Recurrent Gestures of Hausa Speakers Izabela Will,
2021-11-15 This book presents a repertoire of conventionalized co-speech gestures used by Hausa
speakers from northern Nigeria.
  sign language point at palm: The American Sign Language Handshape Dictionary
Richard A. Tennant, Marianne Gluszak Brown, 1998 Organizes 1,600-plus ASL signs by 40 basic
hand shapes rather than in alphabetical word order. This format allows users to search for a sign
that they recognize but whose meaning they have forgotten or for the meaning of a new sign they
have seen for the first time. The entries include descriptions of how to form each sign to represent
the varying terms they might mean. Index of English glosses only. Annotation copyrighted by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR
  sign language point at palm: Language and Gesture David McNeill, 2000-08-03 Landmark
study on the role of gestures in relation to speech and thought.
  sign language point at palm: Sign Language Phonology Diane Brentari, 2019-11-21
Surveys key findings and ideas in sign language phonology, exploring the crucial areas in phonology
to which sign language studies has contributed.
  sign language point at palm: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll,
1988-02-26 The discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent
indeed. This book provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly
of the deaf community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists,
linguists and professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have
developed for themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of
abstract communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the
history of sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition
of deaf children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence,
change over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken
languages and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the
applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.
  sign language point at palm: Talking with Your Hands, Listening with Your Eyes Gabriel
Grayson, 2003 Grayson makes sign language accessible, easy, and fun with this comprehensive
primer to the techniques, words, and phrases of signing. 800 illustrative photos.
  sign language point at palm: Indian Sign Language William Tomkins, 2012-04-20 Learn to



communicate without words with these authentic signs. Learn over 525 signs, developed by the
Sioux, Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Arapahoe, and others. Book also contains 290 pictographs of the Sioux
and Ojibway tribes.
  sign language point at palm: Sign Language of the North American Indians (Illustrated
Edition) Garrick Mallery, 2018-11-02 This eBook has been formatted to the highest digital
standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. Over the period of two years author has
devoted the intervals between official duties to collecting and collating materials for the study of
sign language. As the few publications on the general subject, possessing more than historic
interest, are meager in details and vague in expression, original investigation has been necessary.
The high development of communication by gesture among the tribes of North America, and its
continued extensive use by many of them, naturally directed the first researches to that continent,
with the result that a large body of facts procured from collaborators and by personal examination
has now been gathered and classified.
  sign language point at palm: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos Adan
R. Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-11 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.
Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.
  sign language point at palm: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Lane Rebelo,
2019-10-08 Communicate with your baby with more than 200 ASL signs! Did you know that babies
and toddlers can understand sign language well before they can speak? This creates an exciting way
for them to learn and communicate at an early age. The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language
walks you through a huge variety of American Sign Language (ASL) signs that you and your little
one can learn together. Start things off with the essentials—like eat, potty, and all done— then move
on to everyday signs for specific toys, foods, people, and even emotions. Illustrated and easy to
use—Each sign in this baby book includes an image and written steps to show you how to sign it
correctly, along with tips for how to remember it and use it consistently with your child. 200+
signs—Go beyond other baby books on sign language with signs that cover everything from
mealtime and bedtime to travel, play, and school. Signing at every stage—Discover how signing can
be an indispensable tool for communicating with babies, toddlers, preschoolers, and children with
special needs—even before they're able to sign back. Find new ways to connect with your child with
this comprehensive guide to baby sign language.
  sign language point at palm: George Washington Is Cash Money Cory O'Brien, 2015-05-12
PREPARE TO BE BEAKED BY THE MAJESTIC EAGLE OF HISTORY Most of us are familiar with the
greatest hits and legendary heroes of US history. In George Washington Is Cash Money, Cory
O’Brien, author of Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes, does away with the pomp and circumstance and calls
America’s history what it is: one long, violent soap opera. In his signature clever, crude, and
cuss-ridden style, O’Brien reminds us that: · Teddy Roosevelt stopped bullets with his manly chest ·
Harriet Tubman avoided danger by having prophetic seizures. · Joseph Smith invented Mormonism



by staring into a hat full of rocks. · Billy the Kid was finally defeated by the smell of fresh bacon. And
there’s plenty more Star Spangled stupidity where that came from.
  sign language point at palm: SignWriting Basics Valerie Sutton, 2009
  sign language point at palm: The Perigee Visual Dictionary of Signing Rod R.
Butterworth, Mickey Flodin, 1995-08-01 The most comprehensive alphabetized guide to American
Sign Language (ASL) available today. Unlike other signing books, which organize by categories, the
Visual Dictionary is arranged in a straightforward, easy-to-use dictionary format. Inside you’ll find
special features offering a fast, simple approach to the art of signing, including: • More than 1,350
signs -- arranged alphabetically with directions on how to use each sign • Detailed illustrations --
showing precise hand positions and exact movements • Memory aids -- to assist in recalling how to
make each sign • Sample sentences -- to clarify grammatical usage • Numbers -- from one to one
million, including monetary signs • Fingerspelling -- a vital tool for communicating words for which
there are no signs, or for when the sign has not yet been learned • Helpful hints -- suggestions and
tips for easier signing • A comprehensive index -- with all entries and their synonyms for easy
cross-referencing Authors Rod R. Butterworth and Mickey Flodin have written many widely used
signing books, including Signing Made Easy and The Pocket Dictionary of Signing.
  sign language point at palm: Because Internet Gretchen McCulloch, 2020-07-21 AN INSTANT
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER!! Named a Best Book of 2019 by TIME, Amazon, and The
Washington Post A Wired Must-Read Book of Summer “Gretchen McCulloch is the internet’s favorite
linguist, and this book is essential reading. Reading her work is like suddenly being able to see the
matrix.” —Jonny Sun, author of everyone's a aliebn when ur a aliebn too Because Internet is for
anyone who's ever puzzled over how to punctuate a text message or wondered where memes come
from. It's the perfect book for understanding how the internet is changing the English language, why
that's a good thing, and what our online interactions reveal about who we are. Language is
humanity's most spectacular open-source project, and the internet is making our language change
faster and in more interesting ways than ever before. Internet conversations are structured by the
shape of our apps and platforms, from the grammar of status updates to the protocols of comments
and @replies. Linguistically inventive online communities spread new slang and jargon with dizzying
speed. What's more, social media is a vast laboratory of unedited, unfiltered words where we can
watch language evolve in real time. Even the most absurd-looking slang has genuine patterns behind
it. Internet linguist Gretchen McCulloch explores the deep forces that shape human language and
influence the way we communicate with one another. She explains how your first social internet
experience influences whether you prefer LOL or lol, why ~sparkly tildes~ succeeded where
centuries of proposals for irony punctuation had failed, what emoji have in common with physical
gestures, and how the artfully disarrayed language of animal memes like lolcats and doggo made
them more likely to spread.
  sign language point at palm: The Indian Sign Language William Philo Clark, 1884 Under
orders from General Sheridan, Captain W. P. Clark spent over six years among the Plains Indians
and other tribes studying their sign language. In addition to an alphabetical cataloguing of signs,
Clark gives valuable background information on many tribes and their history and customs.
Considered the classic of its field, this book provides, entirely in prose form, how to speak the
language entirely through sign language, without one diagram provided.
  sign language point at palm: The Indian sign language, with notes of the gestures taught
deaf-mutes in our institutions William Philo Clark, 1885
  sign language point at palm: Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes Cory O'Brien, 2013-03-05 From
the creator of Myths Retold comes a hilarious collection of Greek, Norse, Chinese and even
Sumerian myths retold in their purest, bawdiest forms! All our lives, we’ve been fed watered-down,
PC versions of the classic myths. In reality, mythology is more screwed up than a schizophrenic
shaman doing hits of unidentified…wait, it all makes sense now. In Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes, Cory
O’Brien, creator of Myths RETOLD!, sets the stories straight. These are rude, crude, totally sacred
texts told the way they were meant to be told: loudly, and with lots of four-letter words. Did you



know? Cronus liked to eat babies. Narcissus probably should have just learned to masturbate. Odin
got construction discounts with bestiality. Isis had bad taste in jewelry. Ganesh was the very
definition of an unplanned pregnancy. And Abraham was totally cool about stabbing his kid in the
face. Still skeptical? Here are a few more gems to consider: • Zeus once stuffed an unborn fetus
inside his thigh to save its life after he exploded its mother by being too good in bed. • The entire
Egyptian universe was saved because Sekhmet just got too hammered to keep murdering everyone.
• The Hindu universe is run by a married couple who only stop murdering in order to throw sweet
dance parties…on the corpses of their enemies. • The Norse goddess Freyja once consented to a
four-dwarf gangbang in exchange for one shiny necklace. And there’s more dysfunctional goodness
where that came from.
  sign language point at palm: Random House Webster's American Sign Language Computer
Dictionary Elaine Costello, 2001 The second in a series of specialized language dictionaries, Random
House Webster's American Sign Language Computer Dictionary extends Random House Webster's
established, successful sign language reference line into the world of computers, the Internet,
e-mail, and the World Wide Web. This unique compilation of ASL signs is the ideal, up-to-date
reference tool -- providing access to cyberspace for members of the Deaf community, their families,
friends, teachers, and colleagues. Features: - Full-torso illustrations and descriptions of how to make
the signs - Lookup made easy through multiple cross references - Full definitions, not merely
one-word glossaries
  sign language point at palm: Sign Language Among North American Indians Garrick Mallery,
2012-08-30 Fascinating, wide-ranging study describes and illustrates signs used for specific words,
phrases, sentences, and even dialogues. Scores of diagrams show precise movements of body and
hands for signing.
  sign language point at palm: Chirologia John Bulwer, 2014-03-30 This Is A New Release Of
The Original 1644 Edition.
  sign language point at palm: The clausal syntax of German Sign Language Fabian Bross,
2020 This book presents a hypothesis-based description of the clausal structure of German Sign
Language (DGS). The structure of the book is based on the three clausal layers CP, IP/TP, and
VoiceP. The main hypothesis is that scopal height is expressed iconically in sign languages: the
higher the scope of an operator, the higher the articulator used for its expression. The book was
written with two audiences in mind: On the one hand it addresses linguists interested in sign
languages and on the other hand it addresses cartographers.
  sign language point at palm: Deaf Gain H-Dirksen L. Bauman, Joseph J. Murray, 2014-10-15
Deaf people are usually regarded by the hearing world as having a lack, as missing a sense. Yet a
definition of deaf people based on hearing loss obscures a wealth of ways in which societies have
benefited from the significant contributions of deaf people. In this bold intervention into ongoing
debates about disability and what it means to be human, experts from a variety of
disciplines—neuroscience, linguistics, bioethics, history, cultural studies, education, public policy,
art, and architecture—advance the concept of Deaf Gain and challenge assumptions about what is
normal. Through their in-depth articulation of Deaf Gain, the editors and authors of this
pathbreaking volume approach deafness as a distinct way of being in the world, one which opens up
perceptions, perspectives, and insights that are less common to the majority of hearing persons. For
example, deaf individuals tend to have unique capabilities in spatial and facial recognition,
peripheral processing, and the detection of images. And users of sign language, which
neuroscientists have shown to be biologically equivalent to speech, contribute toward a robust range
of creative expression and understanding. By framing deafness in terms of its intellectual, creative,
and cultural benefits, Deaf Gain recognizes physical and cognitive difference as a vital aspect of
human diversity. Contributors: David Armstrong; Benjamin Bahan, Gallaudet U; Hansel Bauman,
Gallaudet U; John D. Bonvillian, U of Virginia; Alison Bryan; Teresa Blankmeyer Burke, Gallaudet U;
Cindee Calton; Debra Cole; Matthew Dye, U of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign; Steve Emery; Ofelia
García, CUNY; Peter C. Hauser, Rochester Institute of Technology; Geo Kartheiser; Caroline Kobek



Pezzarossi; Christopher Krentz, U of Virginia; Annelies Kusters; Irene W. Leigh, Gallaudet U;
Elizabeth M. Lockwood, U of Arizona; Summer Loeffler; Mara Lúcia Massuti, Instituto Federal de
Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna A. Morere, Gallaudet U; Kati Morton; Ronice Müller de Quadros, U
Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna Jo Napoli, Swarthmore College; Jennifer Nelson, Gallaudet
U; Laura-Ann Petitto, Gallaudet U; Suvi Pylvänen, Kymenlaakso U of Applied Sciences; Antti Raike,
Aalto U; Päivi Rainò, U of Applied Sciences Humak; Katherine D. Rogers; Clara Sherley-Appel;
Kristin Snoddon, U of Alberta; Karin Strobel, U Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Hilary Sutherland;
Rachel Sutton-Spence, U of Bristol, England; James Tabery, U of Utah; Jennifer Grinder Witteborg;
Mark Zaurov.
  sign language point at palm: Chironomia; or, A treatise on rhetorical delivery Gilbert Austin,
1806
  sign language point at palm: Recent Perspectives on American Sign Language Harlan L.
Lane, Francois Grosjean, 2017-09-29 Published in 1989, Recent Perspectives on American Sign
Language is a valuable contribution to the field of Cognitive Psychology.
  sign language point at palm: Sign language among North American Indians compared with
that among other peoples and deaf-mutes Garrick Mallery, 2019-03-18 Fascinating, wide-ranging
study describes and illustrates signs used for specific words, phrases, sentences, and even
dialogues. Scores of diagrams show precise movements of body and hands for signing.
  sign language point at palm: Random House Webster's Compact American Sign Language
Dictionary Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2008-06-10 The Random House Webster’s Compact American Sign
Language Dictionary is a treasury of over 4,500 signs for the novice and experienced user alike. It
includes complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations. There is also a subject index
for easy reference as well as alternate signs for the same meaning.
  sign language point at palm: Signing Exact English Gerilee Gustason, Esther Zawolkow, 1993
A comprehensive visual guide for signing English words for beginning to advanced signers.
  sign language point at palm: The Sign Language Joseph Schuyler Long, 1918
  sign language point at palm: Body Language Allan Pease, 2014-02-01 What people say is
often very different from what they think or feel. Body language by Allan Pease is just what you
require to know those feelings which people often try to hide.
  sign language point at palm: Cracked Ely Percy Calderwood, 2002-11-15 `I didn't even
recognize my own face in the mirror. Nothing felt right. Dazed. Paralyzed by fear, my first instinct
was to run but I had nowhere to hide...Voices echoed, ricocheting across the room. I wished they
sounded familiar.' At the age of 14, Lynsey Calderwood suffered a traumatic brain injury that left her
physically unmarked but destroyed her memory. Thrust back into an apparently nonsensical world of
which she had no recollection, Lynsey spiralled downwards into depression and eating disorders as
she became socially ostracized. This is the story, in her own words, of Lynsey's quest to discover her
identity and, eventually, to come to terms with her disability. She faces devastating setbacks and her
sense of loss, grief and rage is movingly recalled. Courage and perseverance, coupled with her
engaging sense of humour, see her through; and her tale will be an inspiration to anyone who has
faced similar obstacles.
  sign language point at palm: The Linguistics of British Sign Language Rachel
Sutton-Spence, Bencie Woll, 1999-03-18 This is the first British textbook dealing solely with sign
linguistics.
  sign language point at palm: A to Z Sign with Me: Sign Language for the Alphabet Dawn
Babb Prochovnic, 2012-01-01 Story Time with Signs & Rhymes presents playful stories for
read-aloud fun! This rhythmic tale invites readers to chant along and learn American Sign Language
signs for each letter in the alphabet. Bring a new, dynamic finger-play experience to your story time!
Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Looking Glass Library is an
imprint of Magic Wagon, a division of ABDO.
  sign language point at palm: How to Read a Person Like a Book Gerard I. Nierenberg, Henry
H. Calero, 1994 This unique program teaches listeners how to decode and reply to non-verbal



signals from friends and business associates when those signals are often vague and thus frequenly
ignored
  sign language point at palm: The Definitive Book of Body Language Barbara Pease, Allan
Pease, 2008-11-12 Available for the first time in the United States, this international bestseller
reveals the secrets of nonverbal communication to give you confidence and control in any
face-to-face encounter—from making a great first impression and acing a job interview to finding the
right partner. It is a scientific fact that people’s gestures give away their true intentions. Yet most of
us don’t know how to read body language– and don’t realize how our own physical movements speak
to others. Now the world’s foremost experts on the subject share their techniques for reading body
language signals to achieve success in every area of life. Drawing upon more than thirty years in the
field, as well as cutting-edge research from evolutionary biology, psychology, and medical
technologies that demonstrate what happens in the brain, the authors examine each component of
body language and give you the basic vocabulary to read attitudes and emotions through behavior.
Discover: • How palms and handshakes are used to gain control • The most common gestures of
liars • How the legs reveal what the mind wants to do • The most common male and female
courtship gestures and signals • The secret signals of cigarettes, glasses, and makeup • The magic
of smiles–including smiling advice for women • How to use nonverbal cues and signals to
communicate more effectively and get the reactions you want Filled with fascinating insights,
humorous observations, and simple strategies that you can apply to any situation, this intriguing
book will enrich your communication with and understanding of others–as well as yourself.
  sign language point at palm: Gesture in Language Aliyah Morgenstern, Susan
Goldin-Meadow, 2021-12-06 Through constant exposure to adult input in interaction, children’s
language gradually develops into rich linguistic constructions containing multiple cross-modal
elements subtly used together for communicative functions. Sensorimotor schemas provide the
grounding of language in experience and lead to children’s access to the symbolic function. With the
emergence of vocal or signed productions, gestures do not disappear but remain functional and
diversify in form and function as children become skilled adult multimodal conversationalists. This
volume examines the role of gesture over the human lifespan in its complex interaction with speech
and sign. Gesture is explored in the different stages before, during, and after language has fully
developed and a special focus is placed on the role of gesture in language learning and cognitive
development. Specific chapters are devoted to the use of gesture in atypical populations.
CONTENTS Contributors Aliyah Morgenstern and Susan Goldin-Meadow 1 Introduction to Gesture
in Language Part I: An Emblematic Gesture: Pointing Kensy Cooperrider and Kate Mesh 2 Pointing
in Gesture and Sign Aliyah Morgenstern 3 Early Pointing Gestures Part II: Gesture Before Speech
Meredith L. Rowe, Ran Wei, and Virginia C. Salo 4 Early Gesture Predicts Later Language
Development Olga Capirci, Maria Cristina Caselli, and Virginia Volterra 5 Interaction Among
Modalities and Within Development Part III: Gesture With Speech During Language Learning Eve V.
Clark and Barbara F. Kelly 6 Constructing a System of Communication With Gestures and Words
Pauline Beaupoil-Hourdel 7 Embodying Language Complexity: Co-Speech Gestures Between Age 3
and 4 Casey Hall, Elizabeth Wakefield, and Susan Goldin-Meadow 8 Gesture Can Facilitate
Children’s Learning and Generalization of Verbs Part IV: Gesture After Speech Is Mastered
Jean-Marc Colletta 9 On the Codevelopment of Gesture and Monologic Discourse in Children Susan
Wagner Cook 10 Understanding How Gestures Are Produced and Perceived Tilbe Göksun, Demet
Özer, and Seda AkbIyık 11 Gesture in the Aging Brain Part V: Gesture With More Than One
Language Elena Nicoladis and Lisa Smithson 12 Gesture in Bilingual Language Acquisition
Marianne Gullberg 13 Bimodal Convergence: How Languages Interact in Multicompetent Language
Users’ Speech and Gestures Gale Stam and Marion Tellier 14 Gesture Helps Second and Foreign
Language Learning and Teaching Aliyah Morgenstern and Susan Goldin-Meadow Afterword: Gesture
as Part of Language or Partner to Language Across the Lifespan Index About the Editors
  sign language point at palm: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Kristin J.
Mulrooney, 2011 Completely reorganized to reflect the growing intricacy of the study of ASL



linguistics, the 5th edition presents 26 units in seven parts, including new sections on Black ASL and
new sign demonstrations in the DVD.
  sign language point at palm: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 1
Susan D. Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1990-11-19 Only recently has linguistic research recognized sign
languages as legitimate human languages with properties analogous to those cataloged for French
or Navajo, for example. There are many different sign languages, which can be analyzed on a variety
of levels—phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics—in the same way as spoken
languages. Yet the recognition that not all of the principles established for spoken languages hold
for sign languages has made sign languages a crucial testing ground for linguistic theory. Edited by
Susan Fischer and Patricia Siple, this collection is divided into four sections, reflecting the
traditional core areas of phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Although most of the
contributions consider American Sign Language (ASL), five treat sign languages unrelated to ASL,
offering valuable perspectives on sign universals. Since some of these languages or systems are only
recently established, they provide a window onto the evolution and growth of sign languages.
  sign language point at palm: The Canadian Dictionary of ASL Carole Sue Bailey, Kathy
Dolby, Hilda Marian Campbell, Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf, 2002-06-27 Separate sections
are included on: fingerspelling, ASL handshapes, numbers, pronouns, time concepts, and geographic
place names.--BOOK JACKET.
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