
Strange But True Stories In History

Strange But True Stories in History: Unexplained
Events and Astonishing Facts

History is full of surprises. Beyond the well-trodden paths of kings and conquests lie countless tales
so bizarre, so unbelievable, they seem plucked from the pages of fantasy novels. Yet, these are
strange but true stories in history, meticulously documented events and accounts that defy easy
explanation and challenge our understanding of the past. This post delves into a selection of these
fascinating enigmas, exploring their origins, lingering mysteries, and the enduring questions they
pose. Prepare to be amazed by the unexpected twists and turns of history's more curious chapters.

The Dancing Plague of 1518: An Uncontrollable
Epidemic

One of the most unsettling strange but true stories in history centers on the Dancing Plague of 1518
in Strasbourg, France. For months, hundreds of people inexplicably danced uncontrollably in the
streets, some reportedly to their deaths from exhaustion, heart attacks, or strokes. While various
theories exist, from ergot poisoning (a fungal infection affecting rye) to mass psychogenic illness (a
phenomenon where symptoms spread through a group due to shared psychological factors), the true
cause remains a tantalizing mystery. The sheer scale and duration of this inexplicable event solidify
its place among history's most bewildering occurrences.
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Theories and Unanswered Questions:

Ergot Poisoning: This theory suggests contaminated rye bread led to the dancers' uncontrollable
movements. While plausible, it doesn't entirely explain the sustained duration of the outbreak.
Mass Psychogenic Illness: This theory posits that a single individual's erratic behavior triggered a
contagious wave of similar symptoms within the community. This addresses the contagious nature of
the dancing but leaves many questions unanswered about the specific underlying psychological
triggers.

The Disappearance of the Roanoke Colony: A Vanished
Settlement

The fate of the Roanoke colony, established in 1587 on Roanoke Island (now part of North Carolina),
remains one of the enduring strange but true stories in history. When a supply ship returned three
years later, the entire settlement had vanished without a trace, leaving only the word "Croatoan"
carved on a post. Theories abound, ranging from assimilation with Native American tribes to a
massacre or even a natural disaster, but no definitive answer has ever emerged, leaving behind a
chilling mystery that continues to fascinate and intrigue historians and researchers to this day.

Possible Explanations (and their shortcomings):

Assimilation with Native Americans: This theory suggests the colonists integrated into a local tribe,
but evidence is scarce, and the sudden disappearance remains unexplained.
Attack by Native Americans: While conflict with indigenous populations was a possibility, the
complete lack of evidence makes this a less convincing explanation.
Disease: The possibility of a devastating disease wiping out the colony is always present, but again,
the lack of any skeletal remains complicates this theory.

The Mary Celeste: A Ghost Ship Sailing the Seas

The discovery of the Mary Celeste, a merchant brigantine found adrift in the Atlantic Ocean in 1872,
is another captivating entry into our collection of strange but true stories in history. The ship was in
good condition, with cargo intact, but the crew and passengers had vanished without a trace. No
signs of struggle or violence were found, leaving behind an enduring puzzle for maritime historians.
Theories range from mutiny to a sudden catastrophic event like a rogue wave, but the lack of
definitive evidence keeps the mystery alive, sparking numerous books, movies, and countless
speculations.



Unsolved Mysteries of the Mary Celeste:

The Missing Crew: The disappearance of the entire crew remains the central enigma. What caused
them to abandon ship in such a seemingly orderly manner?
Lack of Evidence: The absence of clear signs of struggle, violence, or a major catastrophe adds to
the mystery, suggesting an unexplained cause for the abandonment.

The Voynich Manuscript: An Undeciphered Codex

The Voynich Manuscript, a mysterious book dating back to the early 15th century, is filled with
strange illustrations and an unknown script that has baffled cryptographers and linguists for
centuries. This enigmatic text, a prime example of strange but true stories in history, contains
botanical diagrams, astronomical charts, and bizarre anatomical drawings, but its meaning remains
elusive. While some believe it might be an elaborate hoax, others maintain it contains a genuine,
albeit yet-undeciphered, language or code. The ongoing efforts to decode this mysterious manuscript
highlight the enduring allure of the unexplained.

The Enduring Enigma:

The Undeciphered Script: The unique alphabet and language defy all known forms of cryptography
and linguistic analysis.
Intriguing Illustrations: The bizarre illustrations further add to the mystery, leaving scholars and
researchers pondering their purpose and meaning.

Conclusion

These are just a few examples of the many strange but true stories in history that continue to
fascinate and challenge us. These accounts remind us that the past is far more complex and
unpredictable than we often imagine, containing mysteries that may never be fully solved. The
enduring power of these unexplained events lies in their ability to spark our curiosity, ignite our
imaginations, and leave us pondering the endless possibilities of the unknown.

FAQs



1. Are there any other examples of mass psychogenic illness in history besides the Dancing Plague?
Yes, there have been several documented instances of mass psychogenic illness throughout history,
often associated with stress, environmental factors, and social contagion.

2. What are some of the leading theories about the disappearance of the Roanoke colonists?
Theories range from assimilation with Native American tribes to disease, violence, and even a
catastrophic weather event. The lack of clear evidence makes it difficult to definitively pinpoint the
cause.

3. Has any progress been made in deciphering the Voynich Manuscript? Despite numerous attempts,
the manuscript remains undeciphered. Modern technology and linguistic analysis have made little
headway.

4. What makes the Mary Celeste case so intriguing? The perfectly preserved ship, the absence of any
obvious cause for the crew’s disappearance, and the lack of any signs of struggle or violence all
combine to make it one of history's most enduring maritime mysteries.

5. Where can I find more information about these and other strange historical events? Numerous
books, documentaries, and online resources delve deeper into these topics. Start by searching for
specific event names or exploring historical mysteries websites and journals.

  strange but true stories in history: Strange True Stories of Louisiana George W. Cable,
2018-09-20 Reproduction of the original: Strange True Stories of Louisiana by George W. Cable
  strange but true stories in history: Bad Rabbi Eddy Portnoy, 2017-10-24 Stories abound of
immigrant Jews on the outside looking in, clambering up the ladder of social mobility, successfully
assimilating and integrating into their new worlds. But this book is not about the success stories. It's
a paean to the bunglers, the blockheads, and the just plain weird—Jews who were flung from small,
impoverished eastern European towns into the urban shtetls of New York and Warsaw, where, as
they say in Yiddish, their bread landed butter side down in the dirt. These marginal Jews may have
found their way into the history books far less frequently than their more socially upstanding
neighbors, but there's one place you can find them in force: in the Yiddish newspapers that had their
heyday from the 1880s to the 1930s. Disaster, misery, and misfortune: you will find no better
chronicle of the daily ignominies of urban Jewish life than in the pages of the Yiddish press. An
underground history of downwardly mobile Jews, Bad Rabbi exposes the seamy underbelly of
pre-WWII New York and Warsaw, the two major centers of Yiddish culture in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. With true stories plucked from the pages of the Yiddish papers, Eddy
Portnoy introduces us to the drunks, thieves, murderers, wrestlers, poets, and beauty queens whose
misadventures were immortalized in print. There's the Polish rabbi blackmailed by an American
widow, mass brawls at weddings and funerals, a psychic who specialized in locating missing
husbands, and violent gangs of Jewish mothers on the prowl—in short, not quite the Jews you'd
expect. One part Isaac Bashevis Singer, one part Jerry Springer, this irreverent, unvarnished, and
frequently hilarious compendium of stories provides a window into an unknown Yiddish world that
was.
  strange but true stories in history: The Secret History of Food Matt Siegel, 2021-08-31 An
irreverent, surprising, and entirely entertaining look at the little-known history surrounding the
foods we know and love Is Italian olive oil really Italian, or are we dipping our bread in lamp oil?
Why are we masochistically drawn to foods that can hurt us, like hot peppers? Far from being a
classic American dish, is apple pie actually . . . English? “As a species, we’re hardwired to obsess
over food,” Matt Siegel explains as he sets out “to uncover the hidden side of everything we put in
our mouths.” Siegel also probes subjects ranging from the myths—and realities—of food as



aphrodisiac, to how one of the rarest and most exotic spices in all the world (vanilla) became a
synonym for uninspired sexual proclivities, to the role of food in fairy- and morality tales. He even
makes a well-argued case for how ice cream helped defeat the Nazis. The Secret History of Food is a
rich and satisfying exploration of the historical, cultural, scientific, sexual, and, yes, culinary
subcultures of this most essential realm. Siegel is an armchair Anthony Bourdain, armed not with a
chef’s knife but with knowledge derived from medieval food-related manuscripts, ancient Chinese
scrolls, and obscure culinary journals. Funny and fascinating, The Secret History of Food is essential
reading for all foodies.
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True, America John Hafnor, 2009 Contains
101 curious tales and oddball facts about events and people from the fifty states.
  strange but true stories in history: Flawless: Inside the Largest Diamond Heist in History
Scott Andrew Selby, Greg Campbell, 2010 Tells the story with the gripping pace of a true-crime
'Ocean's Eleven.' The New York Post • Like a diamond, this true-life caper is clear, colorful, and
brilliant. Publishers Weekly ★Starred Review★ The Antwerp Diamond Center was one of the most
secure buildings in the world. With hundreds of millions of dollars' worth of diamonds stored in its
subterranean vault, it had to be. Located in the heart of Belgium's ultra-secure Antwerp Diamond
District, it benefited from two police stations, armed patrols, extensive video surveillance, and
vehicle barriers securing an area where 80 percent of the world's diamonds traded hands. But on
February 15, 2003, a band of skilled Italian thieves — fronted by the charming Leonardo
Notarbartolo, who spent over two years clandestinely casing the building — subverted every one of
the Diamond Center's defenses and made off with a record amount of loot. Experts estimate they got
away with nearly half a billion dollars in diamonds, cash and other valuables. They'd pulled off the
biggest heist in history--everybody loves diamonds and they now had more than any thief before
them. The robbers did it with stealth and smarts; no one was hurt or even threatened during what
was quickly labeled the largest diamond heist in history. The bandits — members of a group of
professional thieves known as The School of Turin — used cunning in lieu of violence, successfully
evading security cameras, thwarting an array of electronic sensors, and penetrating a vault
protected by a double-locked foot-thick steel door. Even when the police zeroed in on who
committed the crime, how it was done remained a mystery, like something out of a heist movie or TV
show. Flawless is a fast-paced global scavenger hunt uncovering the truth behind the daring
Valentine's Day weekend heist. Tracking clues, sources, and documents throughout Europe — from
seedy cafés in Turin, Italy to sleek diamond offices in Antwerp, Belgium — authors Scott Selby and
Greg Campbell retrace Notarbartolo's careful discovery of the building's security flaws. They
recreate the heist and its aftermath — detailing how the thieves brilliantly neutralized each element
of the security protecting the Diamond Center's vault while inviting the readers into the secretive
world of diamonds and diamond dealing. The result is a thrilling ride through the better-than-fiction
heist of the century. Fans of caper books and movies will be in seventh heaven. Booklist ★Starred
Review★
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True Corrine Kenner, Craig Miller, 1997
Presents over one hundred thirty short stories of actual events and includes mysterious tales of
ghosts and alien encounters, time travel and out-of-body experiences, psychic warnings and
miraculous healings, and guardian angels.
  strange but true stories in history: True Police Stories of the Strange & Unexplained Ingrid
P. Dean, 2011-09-08 Early one evening, I was patrolling alone and decided to stop a vehicle with its
taillight out. I had no way of knowing that this seemingly routine decision would lead to a strange
twist of fate years later... These true, first-hand accounts from law enforcement officials across the
nation reveal how intuition, apparitions, UFOs, prophetic dreams, and other forces beyond our
understanding have impacted them in the course of duty. The weird and unexplained experiences in
this book take place in the midst of the death-defying gun battles, thrilling rescues, and
heart-searing tragedies that police officers face every day—and reveal the fascinating inner lives of
the heroic men and women behind the badge.



  strange but true stories in history: Dark Tide Stephen Puleo, 2019-01-15 A new 100th
anniversary edition of the only adult book on one of the odder disasters in US history—and the
greed, disregard for poor immigrants, and lack of safety standards that led to it. Around noon on
January 15, 1919, a group of firefighters were playing cards in Boston’s North End when they heard
a tremendous crash. It was like roaring surf, one of them said later. Like a runaway two-horse team
smashing through a fence, said another. A third firefighter jumped up from his chair to look out a
window—“Oh my God!” he shouted to the other men, “Run!” A 50-foot-tall steel tank filled with 2.3
million gallons of molasses had just collapsed on Boston’s waterfront, disgorging its contents as a
15-foot-high wave of molasses that at its outset traveled at 35 miles an hour. It demolished wooden
homes, even the brick fire station. The number of dead wasn’t known for days. It would be years
before a landmark court battle determined who was responsible for the disaster.
  strange but true stories in history: Very Crazy, G.I.! Kregg P. Jorgenson, 2010-02-24
AMERICAN BOYS AT WAR IN VIETNAM--AND INVOLVED IN INCIDENTS YOU WON'T FIND IN
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES In this compelling, highly unusual collection of amazing but true stories,
U.S. soldiers reveal fantastic, almost unbelievable events that occurred in places ranging from the
deadly Central Highlands to the Cong-infested Mekong Delta. Finders Keepers became the sacred
byword for one exhausted recon team who stumbled upon a fortune worth more than $500,000--and
managed, with a little American ingenuity, to relocate the bounty to the States. Jorgenson also
chronicles Marine Sergeant James Henderson's incredible journey back from the dead, shares a
surreal chopper rescue, and recounts some heart-stopping details of the life--and death--of one of
America's greatest unsung heroes, a soldier who won more medals than Audie Murphy and Sergeant
York. Whether occurring in the bloody, fiery chaos of sudden ambushes or during the endless nights
of silent, gnawing menace spent behind enemy lines, these stories of war are truly beaucoup dinky
dau . . . and ultimately unforgettable.
  strange but true stories in history: Cursed Objects J. W. Ocker, 2020-09-15 Beware...this
book is cursed! These strange but true stories of the world’s most infamous items will appeal to true
believers as well as history buffs, horror fans, and anyone who loves a good spine-tingling tale.
They’re lurking in museums, graveyards, and private homes. Their often tragic and always bizarre
stories have inspired countless horror movies, reality TV shows, novels, and campfire tales. They’re
cursed objects, and all they need to unleash a wave of misfortune is . . . you. Many of these
unfortunate items have intersected with some of the most notable events and people in history,
leaving death and destruction in their wake. But never before have the true stories of these eerie
oddities been compiled into a fascinating and chilling volume. Inside, readers will learn about: •
Annabelle the Doll, a Raggedy Ann doll that featured in the horror franchise The Conjuring • The
Unlucky Mummy, which is rumored to have sunk the Titanic and kick-started World War I • The
Dybbuk box, which was sold on eBay and spawned the horror film The Possession • The Conjured
Chest, which has been blamed for fifteen deaths within a single family • The Ring of Silvianus, a
Roman artifact believed to have inspired J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit • And many more!
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But Mostly True Jacobs Evan, 2020-01-31 Strange
debris is found in a field near Roswell, New Mexico. Many suspect it is an alien spacecraft. Fires
burn beneath a town for over 50 years. Rocks weighing several hundred pounds move across land on
their own. Are these unbelievable tales real? Find out in this fascinating collection of short stories.
Who isn't fascinated by the world of the weird? These story collections are the ultimate in
high-interest reading. The people, places, and things within their pages range from the peculiar to
the preposterous, from the creepy to the utterly terrifying, and from the odd to the awful. Yet all
stories are based on eyewitness accounts or the solid research of serious investigators. Captivating
facts are included in a Strange Truth section following each story.
  strange but true stories in history: Odd Wisconsin Erika Janik, 2012-03-26 While Bob La
Follette's exploits as leader of progressive politics are legendary, his early morning exertions to save
valuable government documents and executive department paintings during the disastrous 1904
capitol fire are largely unknown - until now. Odd Wisconsin captures the Wisconsin people, places,



and events that didn't make it into conventional state histories, lowering a bucket into the depths of
Wisconsin history and bringing to light curious fragments of forgotten lives. This unique book
unearths the stories that got lost to history even though they may have made local headlines at the
time. No mythical hodags or eight-legged horses here! Odd Wisconsin features strange but true
stories from Wisconsin's past, every one of which was documented (albeit by the standards of the
day). These brief glimpses into Wisconsin's past will surprise, perplex, astonish, and otherwise
connect readers with the state's fascinating history. From the voyageur with a hole in his side to pigs
beneath the legislature, Odd Wisconsin gathers 300 years of curiosities, all under the radar of
traditional stories.
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True Baseball Stories Furman Bisher, 1975
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True, Colorado John Hafnor, 2005 Find out
quirky facts and wacky trivia about Colorado.
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True Thomas Slemen, 1999
  strange but true stories in history: The Giant Book of More Strange But True Sports
Stories Howard Liss, 1983 A collection of 150 unusual occurrences in a dozen different sports.
  strange but true stories in history: Strange Stories, Amazing Facts of America's Past
Reader's Digest, Robert Dolezal, 1989 At head of title: Reader's Digest. Over 600 true stories delve
into history and come up with all-American entertainment.
  strange but true stories in history: Life: Strange But True The Editors of LIFE, 2008-10-14
Here are wonders of the animal kingdom, bizarre social practices of the past and present,
remarkable and compelling human achievements, and breath-taking tales of nature at its most
unpredictable. The photographs do not lie, and this book proves the adage: Seeing is believing.The
true details of the famous stories are here: What's really going on at Loch Ness; what does Roswell,
New Mexico, tell us; and, what about that cloud that looked like Jesus during the Korean War? The
surprising, little-known tales are here as well: the window washer who fell 47 floors and walked
away; and, the Christmas burglar who got stuck in a chimney .As P.T.Barnum might say: Strange but
True is a colossal compendium of crazy coincidences, peculiar people and astounding animals. Step
right up!
  strange but true stories in history: A Long Strange Trip Dennis McNally, 2007-12-18 The
complete history of one of the most long-lived and legendary bands in rock history, written by its
official historian and publicist—a must-have chronicle for all Dead Heads, and for students of rock
and the 1960s’ counterculture. From 1965 to 1995, the Grateful Dead flourished as one of the most
beloved, unusual, and accomplished musical entities to ever grace American culture. The creative
synchronicity among Jerry Garcia, Bob Weir, Phil Lesh, Bill Kreutzmann, Mickey Hart, and Ron
“Pigpen” McKernan exploded out of the artistic ferment of the early sixties’ roots and folk scene,
providing the soundtrack for the Dionysian revels of the counterculture. To those in the know, the
Dead was an ongoing tour de force: a band whose constant commitment to exploring new realms lay
at the center of a thirty-year journey through an ever-shifting array of musical, cultural, and mental
landscapes. Dennis McNally, the band’s historian and publicist for more than twenty years, takes
readers back through the Dead’s history in A Long Strange Trip. In a kaleidoscopic narrative,
McNally not only chronicles their experiences in a fascinatingly detailed fashion, but veers off into
side trips on the band’s intricate stage setup, the magic of the Grateful Dead concert experience, or
metaphysical musings excerpted from a conversation among band members. He brings to vivid life
the Dead’s early days in late-sixties San Francisco—an era of astounding creativity and change that
reverberates to this day. Here we see the group at its most raw and powerful, playing as the house
band at Ken Kesey’s acid tests, mingling with such legendary psychonauts as Neal Cassady and
Owsley “Bear” Stanley, and performing the alchemical experiments, both live and in the studio, that
produced some of their most searing and evocative music. But McNally carries the Dead’s saga
through the seventies and into the more recent years of constant touring and incessant musical
exploration, which have cemented a unique bond between performers and audience, and created the
business enterprise that is much more a family than a corporation. Written with the same zeal and



spirit that the Grateful Dead brought to its music for more than thirty years, the book takes readers
on a personal tour through the band’s inner circle, highlighting its frenetic and very human faces. A
Long Strange Trip is not only a wide-ranging cultural history, it is a definitive musical biography.
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True Hulick Kathryn, 2019-10 Prepare to
have your mind blown! As you explore ten of the world's greatest unsolved mysteries, you'll witness
a UFO encounter, search for the lost city of Atlantis, tour a haunted house, and discover the kraken's
true form. Learn how sightings of flying saucers and stories of alien abductions can be explained by
sleep paralysis, false memories, and hypnosis. Find out what pareidolia is and how this psychological
phenomenon may explain some ghost sightings. Explore possible real locations for the lost city of
Atlantis. Beautiful, haunting illustrations set the mood and spark the imagination. Along the way,
you'll use the scientific method and sharp thinking to separate fact from fiction and explain the
unexplainable. Discover the fascinating truth surrounding these mysteries and legends: Alien
abductions, including the Roswell incident Psychics Mysterious disappearances, including plane
MH370 Zombies Ancient aliens, including the Nazca Lines Curses, including King Tut's tomb
Monsters of the Deep, including Nessie the Loch Ness monster The search for Atlantis Ghosts and
haunted mansions Bigfoot The perfect gift for students of the paranormal, aspiring mythbusters or
anyone with a curious mind, this book will fascinate and shock in equal measure!
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True Donald J. Sobol, 1988 Accounts of
twenty-two unbelievably strange but true happenings.
  strange but true stories in history: It's Kind of a Funny Story Ned Vizzini, 2010-09-25 Like
many ambitious New York City teenagers, Craig Gilner sees entry into Manhattan's Executive
Pre-Professional High School as the ticket to his future. Determined to succeed at life—which means
getting into the right high school to get into the right college to get the right job—Craig studies
night and day to ace the entrance exam, and does. That's when things start to get crazy. At his new
school, Craig realizes that he isn't brilliant compared to the other kids; he's just average, and maybe
not even that. He soon sees his once-perfect future crumbling away.
  strange but true stories in history: History's Strangest Stories George C. Eggleston,
2012-12-22 Collection of history's most remarkable incidents and occurences. Originally released in
1885.
  strange but true stories in history: Chameleo Robert Guffey, 2015-04-23 A mesmerizing mix
of Charles Bukowski, Hunter S. Thompson, and Philip K. Dick, Chameleo is a true account of what
happened in a seedy Southern California town when an enthusiastic and unrepentant heroin addict
named Dion Fuller sheltered a U.S. Marine who’d stolen night vision goggles and perhaps a few top
secret files from a nearby military base. Dion found himself arrested (under the ostensible auspices
of The Patriot Act) for conspiring with international terrorists to smuggle Top Secret military
equipment out of Camp Pendleton. The fact that Dion had absolutely nothing to do with international
terrorists, smuggling, Top Secret military equipment, or Camp Pendleton didn’t seem to bother the
military. He was released from jail after a six-day-long Abu-Ghraib-style interrogation. Subsequently,
he believed himself under intense government scrutiny — and, he suspected, the subject of bizarre
experimentation involving “cloaking”— electro-optical camouflage so extreme it renders observers
practically invisible from a distance of some meters — by the Department of Homeland Security.
Hallucination? Perhaps — except Robert Guffey, an English teacher and Dion’s friend, tracked down
and interviewed one of the scientists behind the project codenamed “Chameleo,” experimental
technology which appears to have been stolen by the U.S. Department of Defense and deployed on
American soil. More shocking still, Guffey discovered that the DoD has been experimenting with its
newest technologies on a number of American citizens. A condensed version of this story was the
cover feature of Fortean Times Magazine (September 2013).
  strange but true stories in history: Strange History Editors of Portable Press, 2016-06-01
Bizarre historical tidbits about quirky queens, hippopotamus soup, shrunken heads, and much more!
This exciting title from the folks at the Bathroom Readers’ Institute contains the strangest short
history articles from over thirty Bathroom Readers, along with fifty all-new pages. From the



twentieth century to the Old West, from the Age of Enlightenment to the Dark Ages, from ancient
cultures all the way back to the dawn of time, Strange History is overflowing with mysterious
artifacts, macabre legends, kooky inventions, reality-challenged rulers, boneheaded blunders, and
mind-blowing facts. Whether it’s B.C. or A.D., you’ll be wondering WTF! Read about . . . The curse of
Macbeth Stupid history: Hollywood style The secret LSD experiments of the 1960s In search of the
lost “Cloud People” of Peru The Swedish queen who declared war on fleas Unearthing the past with
the Outhouse Detectives The Apollo astronaut who swears he saw a UFO How to brew a batch of
5,000-year-old beer The brutal bloodbaths at Rome’s Coliseum Ghostly soup from ancient China The
bathroom of the 1970s And much, much more!
  strange but true stories in history: The Head in Edward Nugent's Hand Michael Leroy
Oberg, 2013-02-12 Roanoke is part of the lore of early America, the colony that disappeared. Many
Americans know of Sir Walter Ralegh's ill-fated expedition, but few know about the Algonquian
peoples who were the island's inhabitants. The Head in Edward Nugent's Hand examines Ralegh's
plan to create an English empire in the New World but also the attempts of native peoples to make
sense of the newcomers who threatened to transform their world in frightening ways. Beginning his
narrative well before Ralegh's arrival, Michael Leroy Oberg looks closely at the Indians who first
encountered the colonists. The English intruded into a well-established Native American world at
Roanoke, led by Wingina, the weroance, or leader, of the Algonquian peoples on the island. Oberg
also pays close attention to how the weroance and his people understood the arrival of the English:
we watch as Wingina's brother first boards Ralegh's ship, and we listen in as Wingina receives the
report of its arrival. Driving the narrative is the leader's ultimate fate: Wingina is decapitated by one
of Ralegh's men in the summer of 1586. When the story of Roanoke is recast in an effort to
understand how and why an Algonquian weroance was murdered, and with what consequences, we
arrive at a more nuanced and sophisticated understanding of what happened during this, the dawn
of English settlement in America.
  strange but true stories in history: True Stories from History and Biography Nathaniel
Hawthorne, 1851
  strange but true stories in history: Strange and Obscure Stories of Washington, DC Rowland,
Tim, 2018-03-20 Strange and Obscure Stories of Washington, DC is a collection of wild but true tales
about our nation’s capital. Starting in the early days of the republic and reaching into modern times,
the book recounts odd and humorous events that didn’t make their way into the history books. Along
the way the book introduces a host of memorable characters: • Land speculators James Greenleaf
and Robert Morris, whose financial shenanigans almost took down the Federal City before it was
even established • Civil War madam Mary Ann Hall, who ran the city’s most upstanding brothel and
died with an estate valued at $2 million • The “Treasury Girls—the first wave of female workers,
hired to cut individual bills from printed sheets of cash (with scissors), who prompted a government
investigation into immoral behavior in the workplace • The NSA’s secret staff of African Americans
who went to work in code rooms after Harry Truman desegregated the federal workforce • The
1960s activist who drew attention to a rat problem in poor neighborhoods by shuttling them in his
station wagon to the toniest parts of Georgetown Readers will also find out how a hurricane saved
the city in 1812, how a demonstration of the world’s largest naval gun nearly killed the president,
and about the tree at Washington Cathedral whose origins trace back to the Holy Land at the time of
Joseph of Arimathea. With Strange and Obscure Stories of Washington, DC in hand, the city will
never seem the same again.
  strange but true stories in history: Passing Strange Martha A. Sandweiss, 2009 Clarence
King is a hero of nineteenth-century western history. Brilliant scientist and witty conversationalist,
bestselling author and architect of the great surveys that mapped the West after the Civil War, King
hid a secret from his Gilded Age cohorts and prominent Newport family: for thirteen years he lived a
double life--as the celebrated white Clarence King and as a black Pullman porter and steelworker.
Unable to marry the black woman he loved, the fair-haired, blue-eyed King passed as a Negro,
revealing his secret to his wife Ada only on his deathbed. Historian Martha Sandweiss is the first



writer to uncover the life that King tried so hard to conceal. She reveals the complexity of a man
who, while publicly espousing a personal dream of a uniquely American amalgam of white and black,
hid his love for his wife and their five biracial children--Publisher description
  strange but true stories in history: A History of Food Maguelonne Toussaint-Samat,
1994-09-28 The story of cuisine and the social history of eating is a fascinating one, and Maguelonne
Toussaint-Samat covers all its aspects in this definitive history. Covers all known foodstuffs
Copiously illustrated Full social and geographical coverage Awarded the History Prize of the Societe
des gens de lettres de France, for the French edition Over 2500 sold in hardback.
  strange but true stories in history: 13 Ghosts Will Osborne, 1988 Osborne presents 13
gripping, true tales of the supernatural, including the case of a murder solved by a ghost. Young
readers will love these spooky stories designed just for them.
  strange but true stories in history: A History of the World in 6 Glasses Tom Standage,
2009-05-26 New York Times Bestseller * Soon to be a TV series starring Dan Aykroyd “There aren't
many books this entertaining that also provide a cogent crash course in ancient, classical and
modern history.” -Los Angeles Times Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom
Standage's deft, innovative account of world history, these six beverages turn out to be much more
than just ways to quench thirst. They also represent six eras that span the course of civilization-from
the adoption of agriculture, to the birth of cities, to the advent of globalization. A History of the
World in 6 Glasses tells the story of humanity from the Stone Age to the twenty-first century through
each epoch's signature refreshment. As Standage persuasively argues, each drink is in fact a kind of
technology, advancing culture and catalyzing the intricate interplay of different societies. After
reading this enlightening book, you may never look at your favorite drink in quite the same way
again.
  strange but true stories in history: Everything Sad Is Untrue Daniel Nayeri, 2020-08-25 A
National Indie Bestseller An NPR Best Book of the Year A New York Times Best Book of the Year An
Amazon Best Book of the Year A Booklist Editors' Choice A BookPage Best Book of the Year A
NECBA Windows & Mirrors Selection A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year A Wall Street
Journal Best Book of the Year A Today.com Best of the Year PRAISE A modern masterpiece. —The
New York Times Book Review Supple, sparkling and original. —The Wall Street Journal
Mesmerizing. —TODAY.com This book could change the world. —BookPage Like nothing else you've
read or ever will read. —Linda Sue Park It hooks you right from the opening line. —NPR SEVEN
STARRED REVIEWS ★ A modern epic. —Kirkus Reviews, starred review ★ A rare treasure of a book.
—Publishers Weekly, starred review ★ A story that soars. —The Bulletin, starred review ★ At once
beautiful and painful. —School Library Journal, starred review ★ Raises the literary bar in children's
lit. —Booklist, starred review ★ Poignant and powerful. —Foreword Reviews, starred review ★ One of
the most extraordinary books of the year. —BookPage, starred review A sprawling, evocative, and
groundbreaking autobiographical novel told in the unforgettable and hilarious voice of a young
Iranian refugee. It is a powerfully layered novel that poses the questions: Who owns the truth? Who
speaks it? Who believes it? A patchwork story is the shame of the refugee, Nayeri writes early in the
novel. In an Oklahoman middle school, Khosrou (whom everyone calls Daniel) stands in front of a
skeptical audience of classmates, telling the tales of his family's history, stretching back years,
decades, and centuries. At the core is Daniel's story of how they became refugees—starting with his
mother's vocal embrace of Christianity in a country that made such a thing a capital offense, and
continuing through their midnight flight from the secret police, bribing their way onto a
plane-to-anywhere. Anywhere becomes the sad, cement refugee camps of Italy, and then finally
asylum in the U.S. Implementing a distinct literary style and challenging western narrative
structures, Nayeri deftly weaves through stories of the long and beautiful history of his family in
Iran, adding a richness of ancient tales and Persian folklore. Like Scheherazade of One Thousand
and One Nights in a hostile classroom, Daniel spins a tale to save his own life: to stake his claim to
the truth. EVERYTHING SAD IS UNTRUE (a true story) is a tale of heartbreak and resilience and
urges readers to speak their truth and be heard.



  strange but true stories in history: A Confederacy of Dunces John Kennedy Toole, 2007-12-01
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize “A masterwork . . . the novel astonishes with its inventiveness . . . it is
nothing less than a grand comic fugue.”—The New York Times Book Review A Confederacy of
Dunces is an American comic masterpiece. John Kennedy Toole's hero, one Ignatius J. Reilly, is huge,
obese, fractious, fastidious, a latter-day Gargantua, a Don Quixote of the French Quarter. His story
bursts with wholly original characters, denizens of New Orleans' lower depths, incredibly true-to-life
dialogue, and the zaniest series of high and low comic adventures (Henry Kisor, Chicago Sun-Times).
  strange but true stories in history: Strange But True Phyllis Reid Fenner, Mary McCrea,
1970 A selection of forty-four true stories and anecdotes from the fields of science, history,
biography, and adventure.
  strange but true stories in history: The WEIRDest People in the World Joseph Henrich,
2020-09-08 A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 A Bloomberg Best Non-Fiction Book of 2020 A
Behavioral Scientist Notable Book of 2020 A Human Behavior & Evolution Society Must-Read
Popular Evolution Book of 2020 A bold, epic account of how the co-evolution of psychology and
culture created the peculiar Western mind that has profoundly shaped the modern world. Perhaps
you are WEIRD: raised in a society that is Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic.
If so, you’re rather psychologically peculiar. Unlike much of the world today, and most people who
have ever lived, WEIRD people are highly individualistic, self-obsessed, control-oriented,
nonconformist, and analytical. They focus on themselves—their attributes, accomplishments, and
aspirations—over their relationships and social roles. How did WEIRD populations become so
psychologically distinct? What role did these psychological differences play in the industrial
revolution and the global expansion of Europe during the last few centuries? In The WEIRDest
People in the World, Joseph Henrich draws on cutting-edge research in anthropology, psychology,
economics, and evolutionary biology to explore these questions and more. He illuminates the origins
and evolution of family structures, marriage, and religion, and the profound impact these cultural
transformations had on human psychology. Mapping these shifts through ancient history and late
antiquity, Henrich reveals that the most fundamental institutions of kinship and marriage changed
dramatically under pressure from the Roman Catholic Church. It was these changes that gave rise to
the WEIRD psychology that would coevolve with impersonal markets, occupational specialization,
and free competition—laying the foundation for the modern world. Provocative and engaging in both
its broad scope and its surprising details, The WEIRDest People in the World explores how culture,
institutions, and psychology shape one another, and explains what this means for both our most
personal sense of who we are as individuals and also the large-scale social, political, and economic
forces that drive human history. Includes black-and-white illustrations.
  strange but true stories in history: Strangers from a Different Shore Ronald T. Takaki,
2012-11 In an extraordinary blend of narrative history, personal recollection, & oral testimony, the
author presents a sweeping history of Asian Americans. He writes of the Chinese who laid tracks for
the transcontinental railroad, of plantation laborers in the canefields of Hawaii, of picture brides
marrying strangers in the hope of becoming part of the American dream. He tells stories of Japanese
Americans behind the barbed wire of U.S. internment camps during World War II, Hmong refugees
tragically unable to adjust to Wisconsin's alien climate & culture, & Asian American students
stigmatized by the stereotype of the model minority. This is a powerful & moving work that will
resonate for all Americans, who together make up a nation of immigrants from other shores.
  strange but true stories in history: Temporary People Deepak Unnikrishnan, 2017-03-14
Winner of the Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing Guest workers of the United Arab
Emirates embody multiple worlds and identities and long for home in a fantastical debut work of
fiction, winner of the inaugural Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing.… The author's
crisp, imaginative prose packs a punch, and his whimsical depiction of characters who oscillate
between two lands on either side of the Arabian Sea unspools the kind of immigrant narratives that
are rarely told. An enchanting, unparalleled anthem of displacement and repatriation. —Kirkus
Reviews, starred review In the United Arab Emirates, foreign nationals constitute over 80 percent of



the population. Brought in to construct and serve the towering monuments to wealth that punctuate
the skylines of Abu Dhabi and Dubai, this labor force is not given the option of citizenship. Some ride
their luck to good fortune. Others suffer different fates. Until now, the humanitarian crisis of the
so-called “guest workers” of the Gulf has barely been addressed in fiction. With his stunning,
mind-altering debut novel Temporary People, Deepak Unnikrishnan delves into their histories,
myths, struggles, and triumphs. Combining the linguistic invention of Salman Rushdie and the
satirical vision of George Saunders, Unnikrishnan presents twenty-eight linked stories that careen
from construction workers who shapeshift into luggage and escape a labor camp, to a woman who
stitches back together the bodies of those who’ve fallen from buildings in progress, to a man who
grows ideal workers designed to live twelve years and then perish—until they don’t, and found a
rebel community in the desert. With this polyphony of voices, Unnikrishnan maps a new, unruly
global English and gives personhood back to the anonymous workers of the Gulf. Guest workers of
the United Arab Emirates embody multiple worlds and identities and long for home in a fantastical
debut work of fiction, winner of the inaugural Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing.…
The author's crisp, imaginative prose packs a punch, and his whimsical depiction of characters who
oscillate between two lands on either side of the Arabian Sea unspools the kind of immigrant
narratives that are rarely told. An enchanting, unparalleled anthem of displacement and
repatriation. —Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review Inventive, vigorously empathetic, and brimming with
a sparkling, mordant humor, Deepak Unnikrishnan has written a book of Ovidian metamorphoses for
our precarious time. These absurdist fables, fluent in the language of exile, immigration, and
bureaucracy, will remind you of the raw pleasure of storytelling and the unsettling nearness of the
future. —Alexandra Kleeman, author of You Too Can Have a Body Like Mine “Inaugural winner of
the Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing, this debut novel employs its own brand of
magical realism to propel readers into an understanding and appreciation of the experience of
foreign workers in the Arab Gulf States (and beyond). Through a series of almost 30 loosely linked
sections, grouped into three parts, we are thrust into a narrative alternating between visceral
realism and fantastic satire.... The alternation between satirical fantasy, depicting such things as
intelligent cockroaches and evil elevators, and poignant realism, with regards to necessarily illicit
sexuality, forms a contrast that gives rise to a broad critique of the plight of those known
euphemistically as ‘guest workers.’ VERDICT: This first novel challenges readers with a singular
inventiveness expressed through a lyrical use of language and a laserlike focus that is at once
charming and terrifying. Highly recommended.” —Henry Bankhead, Library Journal, Starred Review
“Unnikrishnan’s debut novel shines a light on a little known world with compassion and keen insight.
The Temporary People are invisible people—but Unnikrishnan brings them to us with compassion,
intelligence, and heart. This is why novels matter.” —Susan Hans O’Connor, Penguin Bookshop
(Sewickley, PA) “Deepak Unnikrishnan uses linguistic pyrotechnics to tell the story of forced
transience in the Arabian Peninsula, where citizenship can never be earned no matter the
commitment of blood, sweat, years of life, or brains. The accoutrements of migration—languages,
body parts, passports, losses, wounds, communities of strangers—are packed and carried along with
ordinary luggage, blurring the real and the unreal with exquisite skill. Unnikrishnan sets before us a
feast of absurdity that captures the cruel realities around the borders we cross either by choice or
by force. In doing so he has found what most writers miss: the sweet spot between simmering rage
at a set of circumstances, and the circumstances themselves.” —Ru Freeman, author of On Sal Mal
Lane “Deepak writes brilliant stories with a fresh, passionate energy. Every page feels as if it must
have been written, as if the author had no choice. He writes about exile, immigration, deportation,
security checks, rage, patience, about the homelessness of living in a foreign land, about historical
events so strange that, under his hand, the events become tales, and he writes tales so precisely that
they read like history. Important work. Work of the future. This man will not be stopped.” —Deb Olin
Unferth, author of Revolution “From the strange Kafka-esque scenarios to the wholly original
language, this book is amazing on so many different levels. Unlike anything I've ever read,
Temporary People is a powerful work of short stories about foreign nationals who populate the new



economy in the United Arab Emirates. With inventive language and darkly satirical plot lines,
Unnikrishnan provides an important view of relentless nature of a global economy and its brutal
consequences for human lives. Prepare to be wowed by the immensely talented new voice.” —Hilary
Gustafson, Literati Bookstore (Ann Arbor, MI) “Absolutely preposterous! As a debut, author
Unnikrishnan shares stories of laborers, brought to the United Arab Emirates to do menial and
everyday jobs. These people have no rights, no fallback if they have problems or health issues in that
land. The laborers in Temporary People are sewn back together when they fall, are abandoned in the
desert if they become inconvenient, and are even grown from seeds. As a collection of short stories,
this is fantastical, imaginative, funny, and even more so, scary, powerful, and ferocious.” —Becky
Milner, Vintage Books (Vancouver WA)
  strange but true stories in history: Interesting Stories For Curious People Volume 2 Bill
O'Neill, 2021-05-10 Want to impress your coworkers at your next happy hour? Need to think of
something interesting to do at the next family gathering? Want to learn a bunch of random facts
about history, science, true crime, and the paranormal? Pick up Interesting Stories for Curious
People 2, your ultimate source of interesting facts about a wide range of diverse topics. This book is
truly a quick read packed with information from cover to cover. Here you will find out:- Was martial
arts expert and action film star Bruce Lee the victim of a curse?- How did the guillotine become
France's execution method?- What is the Mokele-mbeme? - Did famous American bank robber John
Dillinger survive his shootout with the FBI?- Do some people have a natural immunity to
HIV/AIDs?Interesting Stories for Curious People 2 is not some boring book packed with useless
facts, but is an engaging reference guide that brings to life some of the strangest and most
fascinating aspects of our planet, and beyond! The book is designed for the busy person, so you can
pick up it at your convenience, read a quick story, and then go about your business. Whether you
just like to learn new things that aren't normally taught in school, of if you're honing your skills for
trivia challenges, you'll definitely find this book entertaining and useful. Some of these stories are
ripped from the headlines, while others come from the history books, and some are just weird, but
you're sure to find plenty in here that will keep you reading!
  strange but true stories in history: Food for the Dead Michael E. Bell, 2013-04-16 These
stories of vampire legends and gruesome nineteenth-century practices is “a major contribution to
the study of New England folk beliefs” (The Boston Globe). For nineteenth-century New Englanders,
“vampires” lurked behind tuberculosis. To try to rid their houses and communities from the scourge
of the wasting disease, families sometimes relied on folk practices, including exhuming and
consuming the bodies of the deceased. Folklorist Michael E. Bell spent twenty years pursuing stories
of the vampire in New England. While writers like H.P. Lovecraft, Henry David Thoreau, and Amy
Lowell drew on portions of these stories in their writings, Bell brings the actual practices to light for
the first time. He shows that the belief in vampires was widespread, and, for some families, lasted
well into the twentieth century. With humor, insight, and sympathy, he uncovers story upon story of
dying men, women, and children who believed they were food for the dead. “A marvelous book.”
—Providence Journal Includes an updated preface covering newly discovered cases.
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