
Sectionalism Map Activity

Sectionalism Map Activity: A Deep Dive into America's
Divided Past

Are you teaching your students about the tumultuous period leading up to the American Civil War? A
dynamic and engaging approach is crucial to understanding the complexities of sectionalism. This
blog post provides a comprehensive guide to creating and utilizing a compelling sectionalism map
activity, complete with lesson plans, tips for implementation, and resources to make your teaching
truly impactful. We’ll explore various ways to adapt this activity for different age groups and
learning styles, ensuring your students grasp the geographic and societal divisions that shaped the
nation's destiny. Get ready to transform your history class into an interactive and insightful
exploration of American sectionalism!

Understanding Sectionalism: Setting the Stage

Before diving into the map activity, it's essential to establish a firm understanding of sectionalism
itself. Sectionalism refers to the intense loyalty to one's region – North, South, or West – often
prioritizing regional interests over national unity. This divergence in values, economies, and social
structures laid the groundwork for the Civil War.
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Key Differences Between North, South, and West:

North: Characterized by industrialization, a growing urban population, and a strong abolitionist
movement. Focus was on manufacturing, trade, and economic growth.
South: Predominantly agrarian, relying heavily on enslaved labor for its cotton-based economy.
Social structures were rigidly hierarchical, with a powerful planter class at the top.
West: A diverse region with expanding territories, experiencing rapid population growth and
grappling with issues of land ownership, Native American relations, and westward expansion.

Designing Your Sectionalism Map Activity: A Step-by-
Step Guide

Now, let's craft the core of your lesson: the sectionalism map activity. This activity allows students to
visualize the geographic distribution of key factors contributing to sectionalism.

Step 1: Choose Your Map

Start with a blank map of the United States during the antebellum period (roughly 1820-1860). You
can easily find printable maps online or use interactive digital mapping tools.

Step 2: Identify Key Factors

Determine which aspects of sectionalism you want your students to focus on. Consider these options:

Economic Activities: Mark areas known for cotton production, industrial centers, or significant trade
routes.
Population Density: Illustrate the differences in population distribution between urban and rural
areas.
Political Power: Highlight the distribution of political influence, focusing on states' rights and
representation in Congress.
Abolitionist Sentiment: Map the geographic spread of abolitionist movements and anti-slavery
sentiment.
Slave Population: (Use with sensitivity and appropriate context) Show the concentration of enslaved
people across different states.



Step 3: Assign Roles and Tasks

Divide students into groups, assigning each group a specific aspect of sectionalism to research and
map. This fosters collaboration and encourages deeper investigation.

Step 4: Data Collection and Mapping

Students will need to research the chosen factor and use symbols, colors, or shading on the map to
visually represent the data. Provide clear guidelines and examples for consistent mapping.

Step 5: Presentation and Discussion

Once the maps are complete, each group presents their findings to the class. Facilitate a class
discussion focusing on:

Geographic patterns: Discuss the spatial distribution of the chosen factors and how they reinforce
sectional divisions.
Interconnections: Explore how different factors are interconnected and influence each other.
Consequences: Analyze how these sectional differences contributed to growing tensions and
ultimately the Civil War.

Adapting the Sectionalism Map Activity for Different
Age Groups

The core concept of the sectionalism map activity can be adapted for various grade levels:

Elementary School: Focus on simpler factors like agricultural vs. industrial regions, using readily
understandable symbols and colors.
Middle School: Introduce more complex factors, such as political representation and the spread of
abolitionist movements. Encourage deeper research and analysis.
High School: Utilize primary source documents and encourage sophisticated analysis of the interplay
between various factors contributing to sectionalism.

Resources and Further Exploration



To enhance your sectionalism map activity, consider utilizing these resources:

Library of Congress: A treasure trove of primary source documents and historical maps.
National Archives: Provides access to historical records and images related to the antebellum
period.
Digital Mapping Tools: Utilize online platforms to create interactive maps and share them with your
students.

Conclusion

The sectionalism map activity provides a highly effective and engaging way for students to
understand the complex dynamics of pre-Civil War America. By visualizing the geographic
distribution of key factors, students gain a deeper appreciation for the roots of the conflict and the
profound impact of sectionalism on the nation's history. Remember to adapt the activity to suit your
students' age and learning styles, incorporating relevant resources and facilitating insightful
discussions.

FAQs

1. How can I assess student learning from this activity? Assess through group participation, map
accuracy, and presentation quality. A written reflection on the activity's insights can also be
beneficial.

2. What if my students don't have access to technology for digital mapping? Hand-drawn maps on
large paper or poster boards are perfectly acceptable alternatives.

3. How can I address the sensitive issue of slavery in this activity? Approach the topic with
sensitivity and provide appropriate context. Emphasize the human cost of slavery and its role in
shaping sectional divisions.

4. Can this activity be used for other historical periods? Absolutely! This methodology can be applied
to explore other instances of regionalism or conflict throughout history.

5. What are some alternative mapping techniques besides color-coding? Consider using different
symbols, icons, or even layered maps to represent various factors contributing to sectionalism.
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individual stories. The voices of hundreds of Americans - from Presidents to pipe fitters, and
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  sectionalism map activity: Exodusters Nell Irvin Painter, 1992 The first major migration to
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  sectionalism map activity: Me on the Map Joan Sweeney, 2018-09-18 Maps can show you
where you are anywhere in the world! A beloved bestseller that helps children discover their place
on the planet, now refreshed with new art from Qin Leng. Where are you? Where is your room?
Where is your home? Where is your town? This playful introduction to maps shows children how
easy it is to find where they live and how they fit in to the larger world. Filled with fun and adorable
new illustrations by Qin Leng, this repackage of Me on the Map will show readers how easy it is to
find the places they know and love with help from a map.
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  sectionalism map activity: Elementary and Junior High/middle School Social Studies
Curriculum, Activities, and Materials James L. Barth, 1991 This third and updated edition
proposes that teachers, educators, curriculum directors and classroom teachers can know and
practice a consistent, relevant and developmental social studies curriculum.
  sectionalism map activity: One Veteran Teacher's Learning to Teach Across Her Career
Helene M. Anthony, 1996
  sectionalism map activity: The American Yawp Joseph L. Locke, Ben Wright, 2019-01-22 I too
am not a bit tamed—I too am untranslatable / I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the
world.—Walt Whitman, Song of Myself, Leaves of Grass The American Yawp is a free, online,
collaboratively built American history textbook. Over 300 historians joined together to create the



book they wanted for their own students—an accessible, synthetic narrative that reflects the best of
recent historical scholarship and provides a jumping-off point for discussions in the U.S. history
classroom and beyond. Long before Whitman and long after, Americans have sung something
collectively amid the deafening roar of their many individual voices. The Yawp highlights the
dynamism and conflict inherent in the history of the United States, while also looking for the
common threads that help us make sense of the past. Without losing sight of politics and power, The
American Yawp incorporates transnational perspectives, integrates diverse voices, recovers
narratives of resistance, and explores the complex process of cultural creation. It looks for America
in crowded slave cabins, bustling markets, congested tenements, and marbled halls. It navigates
between maternity wards, prisons, streets, bars, and boardrooms. The fully peer-reviewed edition of
The American Yawp will be available in two print volumes designed for the U.S. history survey.
Volume I begins with the indigenous people who called the Americas home before chronicling the
collision of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans.The American Yawp traces the development
of colonial society in the context of the larger Atlantic World and investigates the origins and
ruptures of slavery, the American Revolution, and the new nation's development and rebirth through
the Civil War and Reconstruction. Rather than asserting a fixed narrative of American progress, The
American Yawp gives students a starting point for asking their own questions about how the past
informs the problems and opportunities that we confront today.
  sectionalism map activity: Provisional Constitution and Ordinances for the People of the
United States John Brown, 1969
  sectionalism map activity: Teaching to Learn, Learning to Teach Alan J. Singer, 2013-07-24
Teaching to Learn, Learning to Teach uniquely addresses three problems that frequently concern
pre-service and beginning teachers: classroom control, satisfying state and federal mandates, and
figuring out exactly what is the role of the teacher. Integrating practical, theoretical, and critical
teaching considerations, it presents a model student-centered approach for designing lessons,
developing personal connections with students, and building classroom communities: PRO/CLASS
Practices (Planning, Relationships, Organization, Community, Leadership, Assessment, Support,
Struggle). Pre-service teachers are encouraged to reinterpret the principles and continually redefine
them as they develop their own reflective practice. Changes in the Second Edition • Updates
throughout with attention to the Common Core State Standards, high stakes testing, the possibilities
and limitations of technology use in the classroom, and preparing for the job market\ • Fully revised
chapter on literacy • New interviews with teachers • Companion Website: Supplemental planning,
teaching, and assessment materials; 32 extended essays including a number of the author’s widely
read Huffington Post columns; interviews with beginning and veteran teachers; Ideas for Your
Professional Portfolio, Resume, and Cover Letter; Recommended Websites for Teachers
  sectionalism map activity: My Map Book Sara Fanelli, 1995-07-20 In each spread of this bold
and humorous picture book, available for the first time since 1995, children can examine their place
in the world around them through detailed and engaging maps. Twelve beautifully illustrated maps
such as Map of My Day and Map of My Tummy will fascinate children. When finished reading the
book, children can unfold the jacket -- it turns into a poster-size map!
  sectionalism map activity: Understanding the American Promise, Volume 2: From 1865
James L. Roark, Michael P. Johnson, Patricia Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage, Alan Lawson, Susan M.
Hartmann, 2011-04 In response to the ever-changing challenges of teaching the survey course,
Understanding the American Promise combines a newly abridged narrative with an innovative
chapter architecture to focus students' attention on what's truly significant. Each chapter is fully
designed to guide students' comprehension and foster their development of historical skills. Brief
and affordable but still balanced in its coverage, this new textbook combines distinctive study aids, a
bold new design, and lively art to give your students a clear pathway to what's important.
  sectionalism map activity: The Problem of the West Frederick Jackson Turner, 1896
  sectionalism map activity: Life and Liberty Philip Roden, 1987
  sectionalism map activity: Freedom: Volume 1, Series 1: The Destruction of Slavery Ira



Berlin, 1985 Contains primary source material.
  sectionalism map activity: Compendium of the Impending Crisis of the South Hinton Rowan
Helper, 1860 This book condemns slavery, by appealed to whites' rational self-interest, rather than
any altruism towards blacks. Helper claimed that slavery hurt the Southern economy by preventing
economic development and industrialization, and that it was the main reason why the South had
progressed so much less than the North since the late 18th century.
  sectionalism map activity: Cyclopedia of American Government , 1914
  sectionalism map activity: The Longest Line on the Map Eric Rutkow, 2019-01-08 From the
award-winning author of American Canopy, a dazzling account of the world’s longest road, the
Pan-American Highway, and the epic quest to link North and South America, a dramatic story of
commerce, technology, politics, and the divergent fates of the Americas in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. The Pan-American Highway, monument to a century’s worth of diplomacy and
investment, education and engineering, scandal and sweat, is the longest road in the world, passable
everywhere save the mythic Darien Gap that straddles Panama and Colombia. The highway’s history,
however, has long remained a mystery, a story scattered among government archives, private
papers, and fading memories. In contrast to the Panama Canal and its vast literature, the
Pan-American Highway—the United States’ other great twentieth-century hemispheric
infrastructure project—has become an orphan of the past, effectively erased from the story of the
“American Century.” The Longest Line on the Map uncovers this incredible tale for the first time and
weaves it into a tapestry that fascinates, informs, and delights. Rutkow’s narrative forces the reader
to take seriously the question: Why couldn’t the Americas have become a single region that “is” and
not two near irreconcilable halves that “are”? Whether you’re fascinated by the history of the
Americas, or you’ve dreamed of driving around the globe, or you simply love world records and the
stories behind them, The Longest Line on the Map is a riveting narrative, a lost epic of hemispheric
scale.
  sectionalism map activity: How to Catch Santa Jean Reagan, 2018-09-11 A #1 New York
Times bestseller and Christmas must-read from the creators of the laugh-out-loud bestsellers How to
Babysit a Grandpa and How to Babysit a Grandma! After waiting for days and days and days, it’s
finally Christmas Eve. And that’s when you can try to catch Santa.... Two sibling narrators give
clever tips for “catching” Santa (be crafty! be clever! be gentle!) on Christmas Eve in this delightful
and hilarious holiday offering, written in a fun instructional style. Filled with humor and warmth,
this is a jolly read-aloud for the whole family to enjoy! And don't miss Jean Reagan and Lee Wildish's
How to Raise a Mom and How to Surprise a Dad! “A new hit this year is How to Catch Santa. . . . The
picture book offers lighthearted tips on how kids can steal a glimpse of Mr. Elusive, aka Santa. . . .”
—USA Today
  sectionalism map activity: Challenge of Freedom Roger LaRaus, Harry P. Morris, Robert
Sobel, 1990
  sectionalism map activity: Westward Expansion James F. Salisbury, 1994 This 8-week
interdisciplinary unit for fourth- and fifth-grade students helps children address the U.S. westward
expansion in the 1840's using the interactive software program, The Oregon Trail. The unit provides
connections to literature, geography, computer/mathematics skills, language arts, and research
skills. The work is done in cooperative groups over the course of the unit with a variety of
assessment strategies suggested. Worksheets, handouts, and student materials are included. Upon
completion of the unit students will be able to: (1) locate and identify the states along the Oregon
Trail; (2) identify reasons for westward expansion; (3) gain a basic understanding of some of the
native North American culture; (4) participate in collaborative group activities; and (5) demonstrate
knowledge of life in the 1840s--food, clothing, families, etc. Selected bibliography contains 32 items.
(EH)
  sectionalism map activity: Magic on the Map #4: Escape From Camp California Courtney
Sheinmel, Bianca Turetsky, 2020-06-30 Travel around the United States of America with twins Finn
and Molly in this new chapter book series that highlights a different state in each book! This time,



they're in California! Magic and mystery from sea to shining sea! Finn and Molly are magically
transported to San Francisco, California, where they must help wildfire refugees before returning
home to Ohio. Each Magic on the Map book includes a map of the US, a map of the state that Finn
and Molly visit, and 10 amazing facts about that state!
  sectionalism map activity: Professional Series American Military Institute, 1940
  sectionalism map activity: What Was the Underground Railroad? Yona Zeldis McDonough,
Who HQ, 2013-12-26 No one knows where the term Underground Railroad came from--there were
no trains or tracks, only conductors who helped escaping slaves to freedom. Including real stories
about passengers on the Railroad, this book chronicles slaves' close calls with bounty hunters,
exhausting struggles on the road, and what they sacrificed for freedom. With 80 black-and-white
illustrations throughout and a sixteen-page black-and-white photo insert, the Underground Railroad
comes alive!
  sectionalism map activity: Uncle Tom's Cabin Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1901 In the nineteenth
century Uncle Tom's Cabin sold more copies than any other book in the world except the Bible.
  sectionalism map activity: Approaches to Class Analysis Erik Olin Wright, 2005-07-01 Few
themes have been as central to sociology as 'class' and yet class remains a perpetually contested
idea. Sociologists disagree not only on how best to define the concept of class but on its general role
in social theory and indeed on its continued relevance to the sociological analysis of contemporary
society. Some people believe that classes have largely dissolved in contemporary societies; others
believe class remains one of the fundamental forms of social inequality and social power. Some see
class as a narrow economic phenomenon whilst others adopt an expansive conception that includes
cultural dimensions as well as economic conditions. This 2005 book explores the theoretical
foundations of six major perspectives of class with each chapter written by an expert in the field. It
concludes with a conceptual map of these alternative approaches by posing the question: 'If class is
the answer, what is the question?'
  sectionalism map activity: CA Te Am Anthem 2007 Mod Holt Rinehart & Winston, 2007
  sectionalism map activity: A Patriot's History of the United States Larry Schweikart,
Michael Patrick Allen, 2004-12-29 For the past three decades, many history professors have allowed
their biases to distort the way America’s past is taught. These intellectuals have searched for
instances of racism, sexism, and bigotry in our history while downplaying the greatness of America’s
patriots and the achievements of “dead white men.” As a result, more emphasis is placed on Harriet
Tubman than on George Washington; more about the internment of Japanese Americans during
World War II than about D-Day or Iwo Jima; more on the dangers we faced from Joseph McCarthy
than those we faced from Josef Stalin. A Patriot’s History of the United States corrects those
doctrinaire biases. In this groundbreaking book, America’s discovery, founding, and development
are reexamined with an appreciation for the elements of public virtue, personal liberty, and private
property that make this nation uniquely successful. This book offers a long-overdue acknowledgment
of America’s true and proud history.
  sectionalism map activity: Worst of Friends Suzanne Tripp Jurmain, 2011-12-08 John Adams
and Thomas Jefferson were good friends with very different personalities. But their differing views
on how to run the newly created United States turned them into the worst of friends. They each
became leaders of opposing political parties, and their rivalry followed them to the White House.
Full of both history and humor, this is the story of two of America's most well-known presidents and
how they learned to put their political differences aside for the sake of friendship.
  sectionalism map activity: Pink and Say Patricia Polacco, 1994-09-15 When Sheldon Russell
Curtis told this story to his daughter, Rosa, she kept every word in her heart and was to retell it
many times. I will tell it in Sheldon's own words as nearly as I can. He was wounded in a fierce battle
and left for dead in a pasture somewhere in Georgia when Pinkus found him. Pinkus' skin was the
color of polished mahogany, and he was flying Union colors like the wounded boy, and he picked him
up out of the field and brought him to where the black soldier's mother, Moe Moe Bay, lived. She
had soft, gentle hands and cared for him and her Pink. But the two boys were putting her in danger,



two Union soldiers in Confederate territory! They had to get back to their outfits. Scared and
uncertain, the boys were faced with a hard decision, and then marauding Confederate troops rode
in. In this Civil War story passed from great-grandfather to grandmother, to son, and finally to the
author-artist herself, Patricia Polacco once again celebrates the shared humanity of the peoples of
this world.
  sectionalism map activity: Political Debates Between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A.
Douglas in the Celebrated Campaign of 1858 in Illinois Abraham Lincoln, 1895
  sectionalism map activity: Jefferson Davis William C. Davis, 1991 A biography of Jefferson
Davis: statesman, Mexican war hero, and President of the Confederate States of America.
  sectionalism map activity: The American Promise, Volume B: From 1800-1900 James L. Roark,
Michael P. Johnson, Patricia Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage, Susan M. Hartmann, 2012-03-01
  sectionalism map activity: Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men Eric Foner, 1995-04-20 Since its
publication twenty-five years ago, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men has been recognized as a classic,
an indispensable contribution to our understanding of the causes of the American Civil War. A key
work in establishing political ideology as a major concern of modern American historians, it remains
the only full-scale evaluation of the ideas of the early Republican party. Now with a new
introduction, Eric Foner puts his argument into the context of contemporary scholarship,
reassessing the concept of free labor in the light of the last twenty-five years of writing on such
issues as work, gender, economic change, and political thought. A significant reevaluation of the
causes of the Civil War, Foner's study looks beyond the North's opposition to slavery and its
emphasis upon preserving the Union to determine the broader grounds of its willingness to
undertake a war against the South in 1861. Its search is for those social concepts the North
accepted as vital to its way of life, finding these concepts most clearly expressed in the ideology of
the growing Republican party in the decade before the war's start. Through a careful analysis of the
attitudes of leading factions in the party's formation (northern Whigs, former Democrats, and
political abolitionists) Foner is able to show what each contributed to Republican ideology. He also
shows how northern ideas of human rights--in particular a man's right to work where and how he
wanted, and to accumulate property in his own name--and the goals of American society were
implicit in that ideology. This was the ideology that permeated the North in the period directly
before the Civil War, led to the election of Abraham Lincoln, and led, almost immediately, to the Civil
War itself. At the heart of the controversy over the extension of slavery, he argues, is the issue of
whether the northern or southern form of society would take root in the West, whose development
would determine the nation's destiny. In his new introductory essay, Foner presents a greatly
altered view of the subject. Only entrepreneurs and farmers were actually free men in the sense
used in the ideology of the period. Actually, by the time the Civil War was initiated, half the workers
in the North were wage-earners, not independent workers. And this did not account for women and
blacks, who had little freedom in choosing what work they did. He goes onto show that even after
the Civil War these guarantees for free soil, free labor, free men did not really apply for most
Americans, and especially not for blacks. Demonstrating the profoundly successful fusion of value
and interest within Republican ideology prior to the Civil War, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men
remains a classic of modern American historical writing. Eloquent and influential, it shows how this
ideology provided the moral consensus which allowed the North, for the first time in history, to
mobilize an entire society in modern warfare.
  sectionalism map activity: The Dred Scott Case Roger Brooke Taney, Israel Washburn, Horace
Gray, 2022-10-27 The Washington University Libraries presents an online exhibit of documents
regarding the Dred Scott case. American slave Dred Scott (1795?-1858) and his wife Harriet filed
suit for their freedom in the Saint Louis Circuit Court in 1846. The U.S. Supreme Court decided in
1857 that the Scotts must remain slaves.
  sectionalism map activity: Recommendations of the Bureau of Animal Industry on
Problems of Livestock Production Arthur Frederick Sievers, Everett Eugene Edwards, John
Robbins Mohler, Maude A. Thompson, Ruth O'Brien, Stuart Bevier Show, Willard Hull Wright, H. B.



Raffensperger, 1930 It is the purpose of this publication to assist those interested in medicinal plant
identification and to furnish other useful information in connection with the work.
  sectionalism map activity: Pioneer Cat William H. Hooks, 1988 When a young pioneer girl
smuggles a cat aboard the wagon train taking her family from Missouri to Oregon, it turns out to be
the best thing she could have done.
  sectionalism map activity: The South in the Building of the Nation , In 1900, there was a
general agreement among Southerners on the need for a comprehensive history of the Southern
states. It had been and was a nation, sharing beliefs, traditions, and culture. This series, originally
published in 1909, is a record of the South's part in the making of the American nation. It portrays
the character, the genius, the achievements, and the progress in the life of the Southern people. The
South, being a predominately Celtic society, excelled in oratory, and the speeches were always able
to stir the crowd. This volume opens with a history of oratory, beginning with the colonial period.
This volume features examples from the speeches of Patrick Henry, Luther Martin, Henry Clay,
William Pinkney, Hugh S. Legarï¿1/2, John C. Calhoun, William Lowndes Yancey, Robert Y. Hayne,
and many others. Even the famous evangelist Sam Jones is included. Given the influence of these
spellbinders, it is easy to understand the rise of the great Southern writers and storytellers of
modern times.
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