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Thomas Sowell on Slavery: A Complex and
Controversial Perspective

Thomas Sowell, the renowned economist and social theorist, offers a unique and often controversial
perspective on slavery, one that departs significantly from conventional narratives. Understanding
his viewpoint requires careful consideration of his broader intellectual framework, which
emphasizes the importance of unintended consequences, comparative history, and the limitations of
abstract moralizing. This post delves into Sowell's analysis of slavery, examining his key arguments,
critiques, and the ensuing debates they've sparked. We’ll explore his focus on the economic aspects
of slavery, its varied manifestations across cultures and time periods, and the long-term
consequences he identifies. Prepare for a nuanced exploration of a deeply complex topic, one that
demands intellectual honesty and a willingness to challenge established assumptions.

Sowell's Emphasis on Economic Factors in the Transatlantic
Slave Trade

Sowell’s approach to understanding slavery significantly differs from purely moralistic
condemnations. While acknowledging the inherent immorality of the institution, he emphasizes the
economic forces driving its development and persistence. He argues that the transatlantic slave
trade, far from being solely a product of racial prejudice, was intricately tied to the economic
demands of burgeoning colonial economies, particularly in the Americas. He highlights the
profitability of slave labor in producing cash crops like sugar and cotton, creating a powerful
incentive that overshadowed moral concerns for many involved. This isn't to excuse the brutality of
slavery but to provide a more complete understanding of its complex motivations.
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Comparing Slavery Across Cultures and Time Periods

A central tenet of Sowell's analysis is the comparative approach. He argues against viewing slavery
as a monolithic institution. Instead, he emphasizes the vast differences in the nature and scale of
slavery across various cultures and historical periods. He points to examples of slavery in pre-
colonial Africa, ancient Greece, and the Roman Empire, demonstrating that the institution took
diverse forms, with varying degrees of brutality and social mobility. This comparative lens
challenges the notion of a singular, universally evil "slavery," forcing a more nuanced understanding
of its multifaceted historical expressions.

The Unintended Consequences of Abolition

Sowell's analysis extends beyond the historical origins and mechanics of slavery. He also
meticulously examines the unintended consequences of abolition, arguing that the transition from
slavery to freedom was often far more complex and problematic than idealized narratives suggest.
He points to the economic disruptions, social upheavals, and lingering inequalities that frequently
followed the abolition of slavery in various parts of the world. He highlights how well-intentioned
policies sometimes created unforeseen negative consequences, including exacerbating poverty and
hindering economic development.

Sowell's Critique of Abstract Moralizing

A recurring theme in Sowell’s work is his skepticism towards abstract moralizing divorced from the
realities of human behavior and practical consequences. He argues that focusing solely on the
inherent immorality of slavery, while crucial, is insufficient for a complete understanding. He
stresses the need to analyze the intricate interplay of economic, social, and political factors that
sustained and ultimately ended the institution. His emphasis is on understanding the "how" and
"why" of historical events, rather than simply declaring their inherent wrongness.

The Legacy of Slavery and the Need for Historical
Understanding

Sowell doesn't deny the profound and enduring legacy of slavery. However, he emphasizes the need
for a historically grounded understanding of its impact, acknowledging both the direct and indirect
consequences across generations. This understanding, he believes, is essential for formulating
effective policies aimed at addressing the lingering inequalities associated with slavery’s past. He
advocates for a balanced analysis, avoiding both simplistic explanations and overly emotional
rhetoric.



Conclusion:

Thomas Sowell's perspective on slavery, while controversial, offers a valuable contribution to the
ongoing dialogue surrounding this crucial historical and social issue. By emphasizing economic
factors, comparative history, and the limitations of abstract moralizing, he challenges conventional
narratives and compels readers to engage with the complexities of this multifaceted institution and
its enduring legacy. His work encourages a more rigorous and nuanced understanding, fostering a
more informed and productive discussion about the past and its continuing relevance to the present.

FAQs:

1. Is Sowell denying the immorality of slavery? No, Sowell unequivocally condemns the immorality of
slavery. His focus is on understanding the historical and economic context within which it operated,
not excusing it.

2. Does Sowell downplay the role of racism in slavery? While he emphasizes economic factors,
Sowell doesn't deny the role of racism. However, he argues that focusing solely on racism as the sole
explanation risks oversimplifying the complex interplay of factors that contributed to the institution.

3. How does Sowell's approach differ from other historians? Sowell's approach is distinctive in its
emphasis on economic analysis, comparative history, and its skepticism toward abstract moralizing.
Many historians focus more heavily on social and political aspects, sometimes with less attention to
economic structures.

4. What are the main criticisms of Sowell's perspective? Critics argue that his emphasis on economic
factors risks minimizing the role of racism and the suffering of enslaved people. Others contend that
his comparative approach can obscure the unique horrors of the transatlantic slave trade.

5. What is the practical value of Sowell's analysis? Sowell's analysis provides a more nuanced
understanding of the complexities of slavery and its lasting impact, potentially informing more
effective strategies for addressing present-day inequalities and promoting social justice.

  thomas sowell on slavery: Black Rednecks and White Liberals Thomas Sowell, 2010-09-17 This
explosive new book challenges many of the long-prevailing assumptions about blacks, about Jews,
about Germans, about slavery, and about education. Plainly written, powerfully reasoned, and
backed with a startling array of documented facts, Black Rednecks and White Liberals takes on not
only the trendy intellectuals of our times but also suc...
  thomas sowell on slavery: Bury the Chains Adam Hochschild, 2006 This is the story of a
handful of men, led by Thomas Clarkson, who defied the slave trade and ignited the first great
human rights movement. Beginning in 1788, a group of Abolitionists moved the cause of anti-slavery
from the floor of Parliament to the homes of 300,000 people boycotting Caribbean sugar, and gave a
platform to freed slaves.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Intellectuals and Race Thomas Sowell, 2013-03-12 Intellectuals
and Race is a radical book in the original sense of one that goes to the root of the problem. The role



of intellectuals in racial strife is explored in an international context that puts the American
experience in a wholly new light. The views of individual intellectuals have spanned the spectrum,
but the views of intellectuals as a whole have tended to cluster. Indeed, these views have clustered
at one end of the spectrum in the early twentieth century and then clustered at the opposite end of
the spectrum in the late twentieth century. Moreover, these radically different views of race in these
two eras were held by intellectuals whose views on other issues were very similar in both eras.
Intellectuals and Race is not, however, a book about history, even though it has much historical
evidence, as well as demographic, geographic, economic and statistical evidence-- all of it directed
toward testing the underlying assumptions about race that have prevailed at times among
intellectuals in general, and especially intellectuals at the highest levels. Nor is this simply a
theoretical exercise. The impact of intellectuals' ideas and crusades on the larger society, both past
and present, is the ultimate concern. These ideas and crusades have ranged widely from racial
theories of intelligence to eugenics to social justice and multiculturalism. In addition to in-depth
examinations of these and other issues, Intellectuals and Race explores the incentives, the visions
and the rationales that drive intellectuals at the highest levels to conclusions that have often turned
out to be counterproductive and even disastrous, not only for particular racial or ethnic groups, but
for societies as a whole.
  thomas sowell on slavery: The Thomas Sowell Reader Thomas Sowell, 2011-10-04 These
selections from the many writings of Sowell over a period of a half century cover social, economic,
cultural, legal, educational, and political issues. The sources range from Dr. Sowell's letters, books,
and newspaper columns, to articles in both scholarly journals and popular magazines.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Race and Economics Thomas Sowell, 1977
  thomas sowell on slavery: Discrimination and Disparities Thomas Sowell, 2019-03-05 An
enlarged edition of Thomas Sowell's brilliant examination of the origins of economic disparities
Economic and other outcomes differ vastly among individuals, groups, and nations. Many
explanations have been offered for the differences. Some believe that those with less fortunate
outcomes are victims of genetics. Others believe that those who are less fortunate are victims of the
more fortunate. Discrimination and Disparities gathers a wide array of empirical evidence to
challenge the idea that different economic outcomes can be explained by any one factor, be it
discrimination, exploitation, or genetics. This revised and enlarged edition also analyzes the human
consequences of the prevailing social vision of these disparities and the policies based on that
vision--from educational disasters to widespread crime and violence.
  thomas sowell on slavery: White Gold Giles Milton, 2012-04-12 This is the forgotten story of
the million white Europeans, snatched from their homes and taken in chains to the great slave
markets of North Africa to be sold to the highest bidder. Ignored by their own governments, and
forced to endure the harshest of conditions, very few lived to tell the tale. Using the firsthand
testimony of a Cornish cabin boy named Thomas Pellow, Giles Milton vividly reconstructs a
disturbing, little known chapter of history. Pellow was bought by the tyrannical sultan of Morocco
who was constructing an imperial pleasure palace of enormous scale and grandeur, built entirely by
Christian slave labour. As his personal slave, he would witness first-hand the barbaric splendour of
the imperial court, as well as experience the daily terror of a cruel regime. Gripping, immaculately
researched, and brilliantly realised, WHITE GOLD reveals an explosive chapter of popular history,
told with all the pace and verve of one of our finest historians.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Economic Facts and Fallacies Thomas Sowell, 2011-03-22
Thomas Sowell “both surprises and overturns received wisdom” in this indispensable examination of
widespread economic fallacies (The Economist) Economic Facts and Fallacies exposes some of the
most popular fallacies about economic issues-and does so in a lively manner and without requiring
any prior knowledge of economics by the reader. These include many beliefs widely disseminated in
the media and by politicians, such as mistaken ideas about urban problems, income differences,
male-female economic differences, as well as economics fallacies about academia, about race, and
about Third World countries. One of the themes of Economic Facts and Fallacies is that fallacies are



not simply crazy ideas but in fact have a certain plausibility that gives them their staying power-and
makes careful examination of their flaws both necessary and important, as well as sometimes
humorous. Written in the easy-to-follow style of the author's Basic Economics, this latest book is able
to go into greater depth, with real world examples, on specific issues.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Ethnic America Thomas Sowell, 2008-08-01 This classic work by
the distinguished economist traces the history of nine American ethnic groups -- the Irish, Germans,
Jews, Italians, Chinese, African-Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Mexicans.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Applied Economics Thomas Sowell, 2004 A companion volume to
Basic Economics discusses the application of economics to such world problems as medical care,
discrimination, and the development of nations, examining economic policies in terms of their
immediate and longer-term repercussions.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Breaking the Chains of Psychological Slavery Naʼim Akbar,
1996 In this long-awaited, important and highly readable book, Dr. Na'im Akbar addresses these
questions: Are African-Americans still slaves ? Why can't Black folks get together ? What is the
psychological consequences for Blacks and Whites of picturing God as a Caucasian ? Learn how to
break the chains of your mental slavery with this new book by one of the world's outstanding experts
on the African American mind .
  thomas sowell on slavery: American Slavery as it is , 1839
  thomas sowell on slavery: The Quest for Cosmic Justice Thomas Sowell, 2001-06-30 This book
is about the great moral issues underlying many of the headline-making political controversies of our
times. It is not a comforting book but a book about disturbing and dangerous trends. The Quest for
Cosmic Justice shows how confused conceptions of justice end up promoting injustice, how confused
conceptions of equality end up promoting inequality, and how the tyranny of social visions prevents
many people from confronting the actual consequences of their own beliefs and policies. Those
consequences include the steady and dangerous erosion of fundamental principles of freedom --
amounting to a quiet repeal of the American revolution. The Quest for Cosmic Justice is the
summation of a lifetime of study and thought about where we as a society are headed -- and why we
need to change course before we do irretrievable damage.
  thomas sowell on slavery: A Personal Odyssey Thomas Sowell, 2001-02-28 This is the gritty
story of one man's lifelong education in the school of hard knocks, as his journey took him from
Harlem to the Marines, the Ivy League, and a career as a controversial writer, teacher, and
economist in government and private industry. It is also the story of the dramatically changing times
in which this personal odyssey took place. The vignettes of the people and places that made an
impression on Thomas Sowell at various stages of his life range from the poor and the powerless to
the mighty and the wealthy, from a home for homeless boys to the White House, as well as ranging
across the United States and around the world. It also includes Sowell's startling discovery of his
own origins during his teenage years. If the child is father to the man, this memoir shows the
characteristics that have become familiar in the public figure known as Thomas Sowell already
present in an obscure little boy born in poverty in the Jim Crow South during the Great Depression
and growing up in Harlem. His marching to his own drummer, his disregard of what others say or
think, even his battles with editors who attempt to change what he has written, are all there in
childhood. More than a story of the life of Sowell himself, this is also a story of the people who gave
him their help, their support, and their loyalty, as well as those who demonized him and knifed him
in the back. It is a story not just of one life, but of life in general, with all its exhilaration and pain.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Race And Culture Thomas Sowell, 1995-06-16 Encompassing more
than a decade of research around the globe, this book shows that cultural capital has far more
impact than politics, prejudice, or genetics on the social and economic fates of minorities, nations,
and civilization.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Thoughts Upon Slavery John Wesley, 1774
  thomas sowell on slavery: Conquests and Cultures Thomas Sowell, 2008-08-01 This book is the
culmination of 15 years of research and travels that have taken the author completely around the



world twice, as well as on other travels in the Mediterranean, the Baltic, and around the Pacific rim.
Its purpose has been to try to understand the role of cultural differences within nations and between
nations, today and over centuries of history, in shaping the economic and social fates of peoples and
of whole civilizations. Focusing on four major cultural areas(that of the British, the Africans
(including the African diaspora), the Slavs of Eastern Europe, and the indigenous peoples of the
Western Hemisphere--Conquests and Cultures reveals patterns that encompass not only these
peoples but others and help explain the role of cultural evolution in economic, social, and political
development.
  thomas sowell on slavery: The Half Has Never Been Told Edward E Baptist, 2016-10-25 A
groundbreaking history demonstrating that America's economic supremacy was built on the backs of
enslaved people Winner of the 2015 Avery O. Craven Prize from the Organization of American
Historians Winner of the 2015 Sidney Hillman Prize Americans tend to cast slavery as a pre-modern
institution -- the nation's original sin, perhaps, but isolated in time and divorced from America's later
success. But to do so robs the millions who suffered in bondage of their full legacy. As historian
Edward E. Baptist reveals in The Half Has Never Been Told, the expansion of slavery in the first
eight decades after American independence drove the evolution and modernization of the United
States. In the span of a single lifetime, the South grew from a narrow coastal strip of worn-out
tobacco plantations to a continental cotton empire, and the United States grew into a modern,
industrial, and capitalist economy. Told through the intimate testimonies of survivors of slavery,
plantation records, newspapers, as well as the words of politicians and entrepreneurs, The Half Has
Never Been Told offers a radical new interpretation of American history.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Many Thousands Gone Ira Berlin, 2009-07-01 Today most
Americans, black and white, identify slavery with cotton, the deep South, and the African-American
church. But at the beginning of the nineteenth century, after almost two hundred years of
African-American life in mainland North America, few slaves grew cotton, lived in the deep South, or
embraced Christianity. Many Thousands Gone traces the evolution of black society from the first
arrivals in the early seventeenth century through the Revolution. In telling their story, Ira Berlin, a
leading historian of southern and African-American life, reintegrates slaves into the history of the
American working class and into the tapestry of our nation. Laboring as field hands on tobacco and
rice plantations, as skilled artisans in port cities, or soldiers along the frontier, generation after
generation of African Americans struggled to create a world of their own in circumstances not of
their own making. In a panoramic view that stretches from the North to the Chesapeake Bay and
Carolina lowcountry to the Mississippi Valley, Many Thousands Gone reveals the diverse forms that
slavery and freedom assumed before cotton was king. We witness the transformation that occurred
as the first generations of creole slaves--who worked alongside their owners, free blacks, and
indentured whites--gave way to the plantation generations, whose back-breaking labor was the sole
engine of their society and whose physical and linguistic isolation sustained African traditions on
American soil. As the nature of the slaves' labor changed with place and time, so did the relationship
between slave and master, and between slave and society. In this fresh and vivid interpretation,
Berlin demonstrates that the meaning of slavery and of race itself was continually renegotiated and
redefined, as the nation lurched toward political and economic independence and grappled with the
Enlightenment ideals that had inspired its birth.
  thomas sowell on slavery: The Chaneysville Incident David Bradley, 2013-08-06 Winner of
the PEN/Faulkner: “Rivals Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon as the best novel about the black
experience in America since Ellison’s Invisible Man” (The Christian Science Monitor). Brilliant but
troubled historian John Washington has left Philadelphia, where he is employed by a major
university, to return to his hometown just north of the Mason–Dixon Line. He is there to care for Old
Jack, one of the men who helped raise him when he was growing up on the Hill, an old black
neighborhood in the little Pennsylvania town—but he also wants to learn more about the death of his
father. What John discovers is that his father, Moses Washington, left behind extensive notes on a
mystery he was researching: why thirteen escaped slaves reached freedom in Chaneysville only to



die there, for reasons forgotten or never known at all. Based on meticulous historical research, The
Chaneysville Incident explores the power of our pasts, and paints a vivid portrait of realities such as
the Underground Railroad’s activity in Bedford County, Pennsylvania, and the phenomenon of
enslaved people committing suicide to escape their fate. This extraordinary novel, a finalist for the
National Book Award, was described by the Los Angeles Times as “perhaps the most significant
work by a new black male author since James Baldwin dazzled in the early ’60s with his fine fury,”
and placed David Bradley in the front ranks of contemporary American authors.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Civil Rights Thomas Sowell, 2009-10-13 It is now more than three
decades since the historic Supreme Court decision on desegregation, Brown v. Board of Education.
Thomas Sowell takes a tough, factual look at what has actually happened over these decades -- as
distinguished from the hopes with which they began or the rhetoric with which they continue, Who
has gained and who has lost? Which of the assumptions behind the civil rights revolution have stood
the test of time and which have proven to be mistaken or even catastrophic to those who were
supposed to be helped?
  thomas sowell on slavery: Maverick Jason Riley, 2021-05-25 A biography of Thomas Sowell,
one of America's most influential conservative thinkers Thomas Sowell is one of the great social
theorists of our age. In a career spanning more than a half century, he has written over thirty books,
covering topics from economic history and social inequality to political theory, race, and culture. His
bold and unsentimental assaults on liberal orthodoxy have endeared him to many readers but have
also enraged fellow intellectuals, the civil-rights establishment, and much of the mainstream media.
The result has been a lack of acknowledgment of his scholarship among critics who prioritize
political correctness. In the first-ever biography of Sowell, Jason Riley gives this iconic thinker his
due and responds to the detractors. Maverick showcases Sowell's most significant writings and
traces the life events that shaped his ideas and resulted in a Black orphan from the Jim Crow South
becoming one of our foremost public intellectuals.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Jesus Politics Phil Robertson, 2020-08-04 Understand the
problems facing America and learn how Jesus would respond to them. New York Times bestselling
author and Duck Dynasty star Phil Robertson exposes the destructive nature of American politics
and calls on Christians to actively participate in advancing the Kingdom of heaven on earth. We live
in a fractured country, a country in which identity politics, creeping socialist policies, toxic social
media, and the vast partisan divide threaten the very fabric of America. After decades of political
decay and of losing sight of our first principles, the American people are suffering from runaway
debt, increased rates of depression, broken families, moral decay, and more. In Jesus Politics, Phil
Robertson provides an alternate path: a radical call for Christians to use their freedoms to advance
the agenda of the King and win back the divided soul of America. Exploring the problems facing our
country and how Jesus would respond to each, Robertson offers a clear strategy, showing us how to
do good by King Jesus, bringing the kingdom of heaven to our homes, neighborhoods, churches,
communities, and country. Robertson also gives you the tools you need to apply the lessons of Jesus
Politics in the voting booth and in our everyday lives, reminding us that above all, we're called to:
Love God Love our neighbors Do whatever it takes to bring, maintain, and protect his kingdom on
earth as it is in heaven Join Robertson as he takes a closer look at the problems facing America and
shares how we can use our time, talents, resources, and votes to solve them as members of the
kingdom. Explore a new way of thinking and acting, a way that protects and advances the policies of
the King. And, if enough of us do, maybe we can become a nation that proclaims, In the King we
trust.
  thomas sowell on slavery: An Essay on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human
Species, Particularly the African Thomas Clarkson, 1788 This essay was honoured with the first
prize in the University of Cambridge for the year 1785 and was influential for Clarkson’s further
career. Thomas Clarkson was an English abolitionist, and a leading campaigner against the slave
trade in the British Empire. He was not only instrmuental in achieving the passage of the Slave
Trade Act of 1807, which ended British trade in slaves, but also campaigned for the abolition of



slavery worldwide.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Race & Economics Walter E. Williams, 2013-09-01 Walter E.
Williams applies an economic analysis to the problems black Americans have faced in the past and
still face in the present to show that that free-market resource allocation, as opposed to political
allocation, is in the best interests of minorities. He debunks many common labor market myths and
reveals how excessive government regulation and the minimum-wage law have imposed incalculable
harm on the most disadvantaged members of our society.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Slave Life in Georgia John Brown, 1855
  thomas sowell on slavery: Four Hundred Souls Ibram X. Kendi, Keisha N. Blain, 2021-02-02
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A chorus of extraordinary voices tells the epic story of the
four-hundred-year journey of African Americans from 1619 to the present—edited by Ibram X. Kendi,
author of How to Be an Antiracist, and Keisha N. Blain, author of Set the World on Fire. FINALIST
FOR THE ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The Washington Post, Town & Country, Ms. magazine, BookPage, She Reads, BookRiot, Booklist •
“A vital addition to [the] curriculum on race in America . . . a gateway to the solo works of all the
voices in Kendi and Blain’s impressive choir.”—The Washington Post “From journalist Hannah P.
Jones on Jamestown’s first slaves to historian Annette Gordon-Reed’s portrait of Sally Hemings to
the seductive cadences of poets Jericho Brown and Patricia Smith, Four Hundred Souls weaves a
tapestry of unspeakable suffering and unexpected transcendence.”—O: The Oprah Magazine The
story begins in 1619—a year before the Mayflower—when the White Lion disgorges “some
20-and-odd Negroes” onto the shores of Virginia, inaugurating the African presence in what would
become the United States. It takes us to the present, when African Americans, descendants of those
on the White Lion and a thousand other routes to this country, continue a journey defined by
inhuman oppression, visionary struggles, stunning achievements, and millions of ordinary lives
passing through extraordinary history. Four Hundred Souls is a unique one-volume “community”
history of African Americans. The editors, Ibram X. Kendi and Keisha N. Blain, have assembled
ninety brilliant writers, each of whom takes on a five-year period of that four-hundred-year span. The
writers explore their periods through a variety of techniques: historical essays, short stories,
personal vignettes, and fiery polemics. They approach history from various perspectives: through the
eyes of towering historical icons or the untold stories of ordinary people; through places, laws, and
objects. While themes of resistance and struggle, of hope and reinvention, course through the book,
this collection of diverse pieces from ninety different minds, reflecting ninety different perspectives,
fundamentally deconstructs the idea that Africans in America are a monolith—instead it unlocks the
startling range of experiences and ideas that have always existed within the community of
Blackness. This is a history that illuminates our past and gives us new ways of thinking about our
future, written by the most vital and essential voices of our present.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Cracker Culture Grady McWhiney, 1988 A History Book Club
Alternate Selection. A controversial and provocative study of the fundamental differences that
shaped the South ... fun to read, -- History Book Club Review
  thomas sowell on slavery: Basic Economics Thomas Sowell, 2014-12-02 The bestselling
citizen's guide to economics Basic Economics is a citizen's guide to economics, written for those who
want to understand how the economy works but have no interest in jargon or equations. Bestselling
economist Thomas Sowell explains the general principles underlying different economic systems:
capitalist, socialist, feudal, and so on. In readable language, he shows how to critique economic
policies in terms of the incentives they create, rather than the goals they proclaim. With clear
explanations of the entire field, from rent control and the rise and fall of businesses to the
international balance of payments, this is the first book for anyone who wishes to understand how
the economy functions. This fifth edition includes a new chapter explaining the reasons for large
differences of wealth and income between nations. Drawing on lively examples from around the
world and from centuries of history, Sowell explains basic economic principles for the general public
in plain English.



  thomas sowell on slavery: Slavery and Social Death Orlando Patterson, 2018-10-15 Winner
of the Distinguished Contribution to Scholarship Award, American Sociological Association
Co-Winner of the Ralph J. Bunche Award, American Political Science Association In a work of
prodigious scholarship and enormous breadth, which draws on the tribal, ancient, premodern, and
modern worlds, Orlando Patterson discusses the internal dynamics of slavery in sixty-six societies
over time. These include Greece and Rome, medieval Europe, China, Korea, the Islamic kingdoms,
Africa, the Caribbean islands, and the American South. Praise for the previous edition: “Densely
packed, closely argued, and highly controversial in its dissent from much of the scholarly
conventional wisdom about the function and structure of slavery worldwide.” —Boston Globe “There
can be no doubt that this rich and learned book will reinvigorate debates that have tended to
become too empirical and specialized. Patterson has helped to set out the direction for the next
decades of interdisciplinary scholarship.” —David Brion Davis, New York Review of Books “This is
clearly a major and important work, one which will be widely discussed, cited, and used. I anticipate
that it will be considered among the landmarks in the study of slavery, and will be read by
historians, sociologists, and anthropologists—as well as many other scholars and students.”
—Stanley Engerman
  thomas sowell on slavery: Slavery and Society at Rome Keith Bradley, 1994-10-13 This book,
first published in 1994, is concerned with discovering what it was like to be a slave in the classical
Roman world, and with revealing the impact the institution of slavery made on Roman society at
large. It shows how and in what sense Rome was a slave society through much of its history,
considers how the Romans procured their slaves, discusses the work roles slaves fulfilled and the
material conditions under which they spent their lives, investigates how slaves responded to and
resisted slavery, and reveals how slavery, as an institution, became more and more oppressive over
time under the impact of philosophical and religious teaching. The book stresses the harsh realities
of life in slavery and the way in which slavery was an integral part of Roman civilisation.
  thomas sowell on slavery: The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery Eric
Foner, 2011-09-26 “A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil War era.”—Boston Globe
Selected as a Notable Book of the Year by the New York Times Book Review, this landmark work
gives us a definitive account of Lincoln's lifelong engagement with the nation's critical issue:
American slavery. A master historian, Eric Foner draws Lincoln and the broader history of the period
into perfect balance. We see Lincoln, a pragmatic politician grounded in principle, deftly navigating
the dynamic politics of antislavery, secession, and civil war. Lincoln's greatness emerges from his
capacity for moral and political growth.
  thomas sowell on slavery: Master of the Mountain Henry Wiencek, 2012-10-16 Is there
anything new to say about Thomas Jefferson and slavery? The answer is a resounding yes. Master of
the Mountain, Henry Wiencek's eloquent, persuasive book—based on new information coming from
archaeological work at Monticello and on hitherto overlooked or disregarded evidence in Jefferson's
papers—opens up a huge, poorly understood dimension of Jefferson's world. We must, Wiencek
suggests, follow the money. So far, historians have offered only easy irony or paradox to explain this
extraordinary Founding Father who was an emancipationist in his youth and then recoiled from his
own inspiring rhetoric and equivocated about slavery; who enjoyed his renown as a revolutionary
leader yet kept some of his own children as slaves. But Wiencek's Jefferson is a man of business and
public affairs who makes a success of his debt-ridden plantation thanks to what he calls the silent
profits gained from his slaves—and thanks to a skewed moral universe that he and thousands of
others readily inhabited. We see Jefferson taking out a slave-equity line of credit with a Dutch bank
to finance the building of Monticello and deftly creating smoke screens when visitors are dismayed
by his apparent endorsement of a system they thought he'd vowed to overturn. It is not a pretty
story. Slave boys are whipped to make them work in the nail factory at Monticello that pays
Jefferson's grocery bills. Parents are divided from children—in his ledgers they are recast as
money—while he composes theories that obscure the dynamics of what some of his friends call a vile
commerce. Many people of Jefferson's time saw a catastrophe coming and tried to stop it, but not



Jefferson. The pursuit of happiness had been badly distorted, and an oligarchy was getting very rich.
Is this the quintessential American story?
  thomas sowell on slavery: Planters, Merchants, and Slaves Trevor Burnard, 2019-02-22 As
with any enterprise involving violence and lots of money, running a plantation in early British
America was a serious and brutal enterprise. Beyond resources and weapons, a plantation required a
significant force of cruel and rapacious men men who, as Trevor Burnard sees it, lacked any better
options for making money. In the contentious Planters, Merchants, and Slaves, Burnard argues that
white men did not choose to develop and maintain the plantation system out of virulent racism or
sadism, but rather out of economic logic because to speak bluntly it worked. These economically
successful and ethically monstrous plantations required racial divisions to exist, but their successes
were always measured in gold, rather than skin or blood. Burnard argues that the best example of
plantations functioning as intended is not those found in the fractious and poor North American
colonies, but those in their booming and integrated commercial hub, Jamaica. Sure to be
controversial, this book is a major intervention in the scholarship on slavery, economic development,
and political power in early British America, mounting a powerful and original argument that boldly
challenges historical orthodoxy.--
  thomas sowell on slavery: Patterns of Black Excellence Thomas Sowell, 1977 The history of
the advancement of blacks in the United States is almost a laboratory study of human achievement.
But the story of how millions of people developed from the depths of slavery--acquired work skills,
personal discipline, human ideals, and the whole complex of knowledge and values required for
achievement in a modern society--is a largely untold story. One small but important part of this
advancement has been educational achievement. There are a number of successful black schools in
various cities that exemplify this educational excellence. For the purposes of this study, six high
schools and two elementary schools were selected. Some of the schools were once outstanding but
are no longer, while others are currently academically successful. The research of the schools
extended beyond such intangibles as atmosphere and school/community relations, as these could be
either observed or reconstructed from documents and from interviews. The schools studied were:
Booker T. Washington High School (Atlanta), St. Paul of the Cross (Atlanta), Frederick Douglass
High School (Baltimore), McDonough 35 High School (New Orleans), St. Augustine High School
(New Orleans), Xavier Prep (New Orleans), P.S. 91 (Brooklyn), and Dunbar High School
(Washington, DC). (BZ)
  thomas sowell on slavery: Wealth, Poverty and Politics Thomas Sowell, 2016-09-06 In Wealth,
Poverty, and Politics, Thomas Sowell, one of the foremost conservative public intellectuals in this
country, argues that political and ideological struggles have led to dangerous confusion about
income inequality in America. Pundits and politically motivated economists trumpet ambiguous
statistics and sensational theories while ignoring the true determinant of income inequality: the
production of wealth. We cannot properly understand inequality if we focus exclusively on the
distribution of wealth and ignore wealth production factors such as geography, demography, and
culture. Sowell contends that liberals have a particular interest in misreading the data and chastises
them for using income inequality as an argument for the welfare state. Refuting Thomas Piketty,
Paul Krugman, and others on the left, Sowell draws on accurate empirical data to show that the
inequality is not nearly as extreme or sensational as we have been led to believe. Transcending
partisanship through a careful examination of data, Wealth, Poverty, and Politics reveals the truth
about the most explosive political issue of our time.
  thomas sowell on slavery: A Condensed Anti-slavery Bible Argument George Bourne, 1845
  thomas sowell on slavery: The Negro Bible - The Slave Bible , 2019-10-25 The Slave Bible was
published in 1807. It was commissioned on behalf of the Society for the Conversion of Negro Slaves
in England. The Bible was to be used by missionaries and slave owners to teach slaves about the
Christian faith and to evangelize slaves. The Bible was used to teach some slaves to read, but the
goal first and foremost was to tend to the spiritual needs of the slaves in the way the missionaries
and slave owners saw fit.



  thomas sowell on slavery: Red, White, and Black Robert L. Woodson, Sr., 2021-05-11 In the
rush to redefine the place of black Americans in contemporary society, many radical activists and
academics have mounted a campaign to destroy traditional American history and replace it with a
politicized version that few would recognize. According to the new radical orthodoxy, the United
States was founded as a racist nation—and everything that has happened throughout our history
must be viewed through the lens of the systemic oppression of black people. Rejecting this false
narrative, a collection of the most prominent and respected black scholars and thinkers has come
together to correct the record and tell the true story of black Americans in all its complexity,
diversity of experience, and poignancy. Collectively, they paint a vivid picture of black people living
the grand American experience, however bumpy the road may be along the way. But rather than a
people apart, blacks are woven into the united whole that makes this nation unique in history.
Featuring Essays by: John Sibley Butler Jason D. Hill Coleman Cruz Hughes John McWhorter
Clarence Page Wilfred Reilly Shelby Steele Carol M. Swain Dean Nelson Charles Love Rev. Corey
Brook Stephen L. Harris Harold A. Black Stephanie Deutsch Yaya J. Fanusie Ian Rowe John Wood, Jr.
Joshua Mitchell Robert Cherry Rev. DeForest Black Soaries, Jr.
  thomas sowell on slavery: The Political Economy of Liberation Anthony B. Bradley, 2012
James Cone and Thomas Sowell tower as African American intellectuals who have influenced ideas
around the world for decades on issues such as poverty and justice. Although Thomas Sowell writes
as a secular economist, his views harmonize more genuinely with classical Christian social thought
than do the liberation theology of James Cone. In the traditional black church, theology and
economics have always been partners in pursuing the means of liberation for African Americans.
This is the first book to put a black economist and a black theologian into direct dialogue with one
another in order to distill the strengths of each discipline, thus providing a long-term vision for the
economic sustainability of the black community. The implications of the Protestant teaching of
sphere sovereignty and the Roman Catholic principle of subsidiarity inform the disciplines of
theology, economics, and political philosophy to cast a new vision for black liberation serving
religious and political theorists alike. A provocative dynamism emerges because Cone and Sowell
maintain alternative and competing visions that engage classical Christian theology in different
ways. This book offers the opportunity for a new trajectory of dialogue between theologians and
political economists about poverty, human dignity, and justice in ways previously unexplored. The
Political Economy of Liberation is an invaluable resource in courses in African American studies,
race and religion, political economy, social ethics, Christianity and society, Christian social thought,
social justice, and theological ethics at the upper-level undergraduate or graduate level.
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