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The Female Man: Joanna Russ and a Timeless
Exploration of Gender

Joanna Russ's groundbreaking 1975 novel, The Female Man, isn't just a science fiction classic; it's a
potent and enduring exploration of gender, identity, and power dynamics. This post delves deep into
Russ's masterpiece, examining its complex narrative, impactful characters, and enduring relevance
in today's world. We'll unpack the novel's feminist themes, analyze its innovative structure, and
consider its lasting legacy in science fiction and feminist literature. Prepare to journey into a world
where gender is fluid, history is rewritten, and the very definition of "woman" is challenged.

Introducing the Four Janes: A Multiverse of Female
Experiences

The Female Man isn't your typical linear narrative. Instead, Russ masterfully weaves together the


https://tracking.americanhoperesources.com/file9/pdf?dataid=oJf70-2223&title=the-female-man-joanna-russ.pdf

stories of four distinct women - all named Jane - who inhabit different realities and embody diverse
facets of femininity (and masculinity). This innovative approach allows Russ to explore the
multifaceted nature of gender, showcasing how societal constructs and personal choices shape
individual identities.

#### Jane 1: The "Our" Jane: A Familiar Grounding

This Jane represents the familiar, the reader's entry point into this complex narrative. She's a
relatively conventional woman from our world, providing a relatable anchor for the more outlandish
realities to come. This familiarity, however, serves to highlight the stark contrasts between her life
and the experiences of her counterparts.

###+# Jane 2: The “Ya-Ya” Jane: A Patriarchal Counterpoint

Hailing from a patriarchal world, Jane 2 reveals the inherent inequalities women face under such
systems. She represents the struggles women faced (and continue to face) in fighting for their rights
and agency in a society designed to oppress them. Her experiences underscore the importance of
the fight for gender equality.

###+# Jane 3: The “White Jane”: A Matriarchal Society

In stark contrast to Jane 2, Jane 3 lives in a matriarchal society on the planet Whileaway. This
alternate reality offers a fascinating glimpse into a world where women hold the power, challenging
assumptions about the inherent nature of gender roles and power structures. Her experience is
crucial in highlighting the societal impact of gender norms.

##+#4# Jane 4: The “Alien Jane”: Beyond Binary Thinking
The most enigmatic of the four, this Jane is a physically altered version of the other Janes,
transcending the limitations of traditional gender binaries. She serves as a powerful symbol of the

limitless potential of human identity, existing beyond the constraints imposed by societal
expectations. Her existence boldly challenges the rigid structures that define gender.

Beyond the Surface: Themes and Interpretations

The Female Man transcends its genre, tackling multifaceted issues far beyond gender alone. The
novel engages with complex themes, including:

#### The Power of Choice and Agency

Throughout the novel, Russ emphasizes the importance of individual agency and the power of choice
in shaping one's identity. Each Jane, in her own way, navigates her experiences, making choices that
define her path and challenge societal expectations.

#### The Construction of Gender

Russ meticulously deconstructs the socially constructed nature of gender roles, demonstrating how



they are not inherently fixed but rather products of culture and societal influence. This
deconstruction is crucial to the novel's message and enduring impact.

###+# The Fluidity of Identity

The novel champions the fluidity of identity, rejecting the rigid binaries that often constrain our
understanding of gender and sexuality. The multiple Janes represent a spectrum of experience,
challenging simplistic categorizations and advocating for a more nuanced understanding of self.

#### The Importance of Feminist Action

The Female Man is not merely an exploration of gender; it's a call to action. The novel encourages
readers to actively question and challenge the systems of power that perpetuate inequality, inspiring
reflection and prompting change.

The Enduring Legacy of The Female Man

Joanna Russ's The Female Man remains a vital work of feminist science fiction, consistently
impacting and inspiring new generations of readers. Its innovative narrative structure, complex
characters, and poignant themes continue to resonate, prompting vital conversations about gender,
identity, and societal change. Its influence can be seen in contemporary feminist literature and
science fiction, proving its lasting impact on the genre and beyond. The novel remains a must-read
for anyone interested in feminist theory, science fiction, or a deeper understanding of the
complexities of human identity.

Conclusion:

The Female Man isn't just a novel; it's a powerful statement, a call to action, and a timeless
exploration of the human condition. Joanna Russ’s masterfully crafted narrative continues to
challenge and inspire, pushing readers to reconsider the very fabric of our understanding of gender
and identity.

FAQs:

1. Is The Female Man suitable for all readers? While the novel is highly acclaimed, its exploration of
complex themes might not be suitable for all age groups due to its mature content and exploration of
sensitive topics.

2. What other works by Joanna Russ are recommended? Readers who enjoy The Female Man might
also appreciate Russ's other works, such as Picnic on Paradise and The Adventures of Alyx.

3. How does The Female Man compare to other feminist science fiction novels? The Female Man
stands out due to its unique narrative structure and its multi-faceted exploration of gender roles and
identity, placing it among the most significant works in feminist science fiction.



4. What is the significance of the novel's title? The title itself is a provocative statement, challenging
the traditional understanding of gender and subtly hinting at the fluidity of identity explored within
the novel.

5. Where can I find The Female Man? The novel is widely available in bookstores, both online and
physical, as well as through libraries and online retailers.

the female man joanna russ: The Female Man Joanna Russ, 2018-05-08 Four alternate
selves from radically different realities come together in this “dazzling” and “trailblazing work” (The
Washington Post). Widely acknowledged as Joanna Russ’s masterpiece, The Female Man is the
suspenseful, surprising, darkly witty, and boldly subversive chronicle of what happens when
Jeannine, Janet, Joanna, and Jael—all living in parallel worlds—meet. Librarian Jeannine is waiting
for marriage in a past where the Depression never ended, Janet lives on a utopian Earth with an
all-female population, Joanna is a feminist in the 1970s, and Jael is a warrior with claws and teeth on
an Earth where male and female societies are at war with each other. When the four women begin
traveling to one another’s worlds, their preconceptions on gender and identity are forever
challenged. With “palpable anger . . . leavened by wit and humor” (The New York Times), Russ both
employs and upends genre conventions to deliver a wickedly satiric and exhilarating version of when
worlds collide and women get woke. This ebook includes the Nebula Award-winning bonus short
story “When It Changed,” set in the world of The Female Man.

the female man joanna russ: The Female Man Joanna Russ, 2000-03-17 Living in an altered
past that never saw the end of the Great Depression, Jeannine, a librarian, is waiting to be married.
Joanna lives in a different version of reality: she's a 1970s feminist trying to succeed in a man's
world. Janet is from Whileaway, a utopian earth where only women exist. And Jael is a warrior with
steel teeth and catlike retractable claws, from an earth with separate-and warring-female and male
societies. When these four women meet, the results are startling, outrageous, and subversive.

the female man joanna russ: How to Suppress Women's Writing Joanna Russ, 1983-09
Discusses the obstacles women have had to overcome in order to become writers, and identifies the
sexist rationalizations used to trivialize their contributions

the female man joanna russ: We Who Are About To . . . Joanna Russ, 2018-05-08 One
woman resists the demands of her fellow stranded survivors on an inhospitable planet in this
“elegant and electric . . . tour-de-force” (Samuel R. Delany). In this stunning and boldly imagined
novel, an explosion leaves the passengers of a starship marooned on a barren alien planet. Despite
only a slim chance for survival, most of the strangers are determined to colonize their new home.
But the civilization they hoped for rapidly descends into a harsh microcosm of a male-dominated
society, with the females in the group relegated to the subservient position of baby-makers. One
holdout wants to accept her fate realistically and prepare for death. But her desperate fellow
survivors have no intention of honoring her individual right to choose. They're prepared to force her
to submit to their plan for reproduction—which will prove to be a grave mistake . . . In Hugo and
Nebula Award-winning author Joanna Russ’s trailblazing body of work, “her genius flows and
convinces, shames and alarms” (The Washington Post).

the female man joanna russ: The Two of Them Joanna Russ, 2005-03-15 How female solidarity
begins—in experience, thought, action, and force of conviction.

the female man joanna russ: The Female Man Joanna Russ, 1975

the female man joanna russ: To Write Like a Woman Joanna Russ, 1995-06-22 To Write Like a
Woman is a rare example of a feminist tackling science fictuion using postmodern theory, which
makes for a much more sophisticated and nuanced appraisal than the usual fare. —Passion Russ'
essays are witty and insightful. An excellent book for any writer or reader. —Feminist Bookstore
News In her new book of essays . . . Russ continues to debunk and demand, edify and entertain. . . .
Appreciative of surface aesthetics, she continually delves deeper than most critics, yet in terms so



simple and accessible that her essays read like lively, angry, humorous dialogues conducted
face-to-face with the author. Russ is the antithesis of the distant critic in her ivory tower. —Paul Di
Filippo, The Washington Post Book World . . . 20 years of the author's feisty reports from the front
lines of literature. —The San Francisco Review of Books This is a book of imaginative and provoking
essays, but you should read it for the sheer fun of it. —The Women's Review of Books Collects more
than two decades of criticism by Joanna Russ, one of the most perceptive, forthright and eloquent
feminist commentators around. —Feminist Bookstore News . . . a super book. . . .This is a book that,
for once, really will appeal to readers of all kinds. —Utopian Studies If you enjoy science fiction, this
is definitely a book that you'll want to talk about. I found myself sneaking a few pages at times when
I really didn't have time to read. —]Jan Catano, Atlantis Classic essays on science fiction and
feminism by Nebula and Hugo award-winning Joanna Russ. Here she ranges from a consideration of
the aesthetic of science fiction to a reading of the lesbian identity of Willa Cather. To Write Like a
Woman includes essays on horror stories and the supernatural, feminist utopias, popular literature
for women (the modern gothic), and the feminist education of graduate students in English.

the female man joanna russ: And Chaos Died Joanna Russ, 1970 An exploration of telepathy
and clairvoyance by an Earthman marooned on an earth like planet populated by humans who have
lost contact with the home world.

the female man joanna russ: Bastard Out of Carolina Dorothy Allison, 2005-09-06 A profound
portrait of family dynamics in the rural South and “an essential novel” (The New Yorker) “As close to
flawless as any reader could ask for . . . The living language [Allison] has created is as exact and
innovative as the language of To Kill a Mockingbird and The Catcher in the Rye.” —The New York
Times Book Review The publication of Dorothy Allison’s Bastard Out of Carolina was a landmark
event that won the author a National Book Award nomination and launched her into the literary
spotlight. Critics have likened Allison to Harper Lee, naming her the first writer of her generation to
dramatize the lives and language of poor whites in the South. Since its appearance, the novel has
inspired an award-winning film and has been banned from libraries and classrooms, championed by
fans, and defended by critics. Greenville County, South Carolina, is a wild, lush place that is home to
the Boatwright family—a tight-knit clan of rough-hewn, hard-drinking men who shoot up each
other’s trucks, and indomitable women who get married young and age too quickly. At the heart of
this story is Ruth Anne Boatwright, known simply as Bone, a bastard child who observes the world
around her with a mercilessly keen perspective. When her stepfather Daddy Glen, “cold as death,
mean as a snake,” becomes increasingly more vicious toward her, Bone finds herself caught in a
family triangle that tests the loyalty of her mother, Anney—and leads to a final, harrowing encounter
from which there can be no turning back.

the female man joanna russ: On Strike Against God Joanna Russ, 1980

the female man joanna russ: The Adventures of Alyx Joanna Russ, 1986

the female man joanna russ: A Load of Hooey Bob Odenkirk, 2014-10-07 Bob Odenkirk is a
legend in the comedy-writing world, winning Emmys and acclaim for his work on Saturday Night
Live, Mr. Show with Bob and David, and many other seminal TV shows. This book, his first, is a
spleen-bruisingly funny omnibus that ranges from absurdist monologues (“Martin Luther King, Jr’s
Worst Speech Ever”) to intentionally bad theater (“Hitler Dinner Party: A Play”); from avant-garde
fiction (“Obituary for the Creator of Madlibs”) to free-verse poetry that's funnier and more powerful
than the work of Calvin Trillin, Jewel, and Robert Louis Stevenson combined. Odenkirk's debut
resembles nothing so much as a hilarious new sketch comedy show that’s exclusively available as a
streaming video for your mind. As Odenkirk himself writes in “The Second Coming of Jesus and
Lazarus,” it is a book “to be read aloud to yourself in the voice of Bob Newhart.”

the female man joanna russ: Picnic on Paradise Joanna Russ, 2018-05-08 A new kind of
sci-fi heroine, the tough-as-nails Alyx, is introduced in this Nebula Award finalist that Poul Anderson
called an “extraordinary” novel. Set in a semi-utopian world, Joanna Russ’s groundbreaking debut
novel is the story of Alyx, a female soldier, survival guide, and agent of the Trans-Temporal
Authority. Displaced in time from her ancient Greece, Alyx is tasked with safely leading a group of




pampered human vacationers—including some unconventional nuns and a detached teenager known
as the Machine—across an uninhabited scenic terrain to a relief station. But the journey proves more
challenging than anticipated as they confront one another’s failings; the physical dangers of an icy,
hostile wilderness; and Alyx’s own personal demons. Long before the kick-ass heroines of current
science fiction and fantasy, Russ unapologetically introduced readers to a short, strong, middle-aged
(for her world/time) woman of twenty-six who knows how to survive but struggles with the emotional
nuances of her charges and the confusion of her own mixed feelings. With iconic characters like
Alyx, Russ “four decades ago helped deliver science fiction into the hands of the most alien creatures
the genre had yet seen—women . . . [and] helped inaugurate the now flourishing tradition of feminist
science fiction” (The New York Times).

the female man joanna russ: On Joanna Russ Farah Mendlesohn, 2012-01-01 This critical
anthology presents a multifaceted look at one of the most original and influential voices in both
science fiction and feminism. Best known for her groundbreaking feminist sci-fi novel The Female
Man (1975), Joanna Russ has produced an important and wide-ranging body of fiction and essays.
Her many publications include How to Suppress Women'’s Writing (1983), and she has won both of
science fiction’s most prestigious awards, the Nebula and the Hugo. In this volume, a diverse range
of scholars examine every aspect of Russ’s body of work and provide a critical assessment that is
long overdue. The first section gives readers a contextual overview of Russ’s works, including
discussions of Russ’s role in the creation of a feminist science fiction tradition. The second section
offers detailed analyses of some of Russ’s writing. Contributors include: Andrew M. Butler, Brian
Charles Clark, Samuel R. Delany, Edward James, Sandra Lindow, Keridwen Luis, Paul
March-Russell, Helen Merrick, Dianne Newell, Graham Sleight, Jenéa Tallentire, Jason Vest, Sherryl
Vint, Pat Wheeler, Tess Williams, Gary K. Wolfe, and Lisa Yaszek.

the female man joanna russ: Star Eater Kerstin Hall, 2021-06-22 From Nommo Award
finalist Kerstin Hall comes “a layered and incisive examination of power.”—Rory Power, New York
Times bestselling author of Wilder Girls All martyrdoms are difficult. Elfreda Raughn will avoid
pregnancy if it kills her, and one way or another, it will kill her. Though she’s able to stomach her
gruesome day-to-day duties, the reality of preserving the Sisterhood of Aytrium’s magical bloodline
horrifies her. She wants out, whatever the cost. So when a shadowy faction approaches Elfreda with
an offer of escape, she leaps at the opportunity. As their spy, she gains access to the highest reaches
of the Sisterhood, and enters a glittering world of opulent parties, subtle deceptions, and
unexpected bloodshed. A phantasmagorical indictment of hereditary power, Star Eater takes readers
deep into a perilous and uncanny world where even the most powerful women are forced to choose
what sacrifices they will make, so that they might have any choice at all. At the Publisher's request,
this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

the female man joanna russ: The Hidden Side of the Moon Joanna Russ, 1989

the female man joanna russ: Les Guerilleres Monique Wittig, 2007-08-27 One of the most
widely read feminist texts of the twentieth century, and Monique Wittig’s most popular novel, Les
Guérilleres imagines the attack on the language and bodies of men by a tribe of warrior women.
Among the women’s most powerful weapons in their assault is laughter, but they also threaten
literary and linguistic customs of the patriarchal order with bullets. In this breathtakingly rapid
novel first published in 1969, Wittig animates a lesbian society that invites all women to join their
fight, their circle, and their community. A path-breaking novel about creating and sustaining
freedom, the book derives much of its energy from its vaunting of the female body as a resource for
literary invention.

the female man joanna russ: Magic Mommas, Trembling Sisters, Puritans & Perverts
Joanna Russ, 1985 A pro-pornography feminist-lesbian section!--P. Thorslev.

the female man joanna russ: The Year's Best Science Fiction & Fantasy Rich Horton,
2016-06-21 This eighth volume of the year's best science fiction and fantasy features over thirty
stories by some of the genre's greatest authors, including John Barnes, Elizabeth Bear, C.C. Finlay,
Yoon Ha Lee, Kelly Link, lan McDonald, Seanan McGuire, Vonda N. McIntyre, Geoff Ryman,



Catherynne M. Valente, Genevieve Valentine, and many others. Selecting the best fiction from
periodicals including Analog, Asimov's, Clarkesworld, Lightspeed) as well as top anthologies
(Meeting Infinity, Old Venus, Operation Arcana, Stories for Chip) and other venues, The Year's Best
Science Fiction & Fantasy is your guide to magical realms and worlds beyond tomorrow.

the female man joanna russ: Feminist Utopias Frances Bartkowski, 1991-01-01 The utopias
envisioned by Edward Bellamy and other novelists late in the nineteenth century were generally
blueprints of government. As satellites of men, women were expected to share in the general
improvement of society. The resurgence of the feminist movement since the late 1960s has produced
a very different kind of utopian literature. Frances Bartkowski explores a body of work that is
striking and vital because it reflects the hopes, fears, and desires of women who have glimpsed the
possibilities of a bright new world freed from stifling patriarchal structures. Feminist Utopias is a
comparative study of the utopian fiction of nine women writers in the United States, France, and
Canada. Except for Charlotte Perkins Gilman's Herland (1915), the prototype for feminist literary
utopias, all of the works were published between 1969 and 1986. Bartkowski discusses Monique
Wittig's Les Guérilleres, Joanna Russ's The Female Man, Marge Piercy's Woman on the Edge of
Time, Suzy McKee Charnas's Motherlines, Christine Rochefort's Archaos, ou le jardin étincelant, E.
M. Broner's A Weave of Women, Louky Bersianik's The Eugelionne, and two dystopian novels,
Charnas's Walk to the End of the World and Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid’s Tale.

the female man joanna russ: Soul Picnic Michele Kort, 2016-05-10 Laura Nyro was a beloved
and pioneering singer-songwriter of the 1960s and 1970s, whose songs were covered with great
success by the Fifth Dimension; Blood, Sweat & Tears; Three Dog Night; and Barbra Streisand. This
first biography from Michele Kort, Soul Picnic, uncovers previously never revealed details, including
a love affair with Jackson Browne, and her relationship with painter Maria Desiderio. Unappreciated
in her time, Nyro's legacy is currently experiencing a revival. With her groundbreakingly honest and
passionate lyrics, her unusual and innovative rhythms and melody, Nyro's influence is still felt by
singers and songwriters today.

the female man joanna russ: The Zanzibar Cat Joanna Russ, 1983

the female man joanna russ: Female Quixotism Tabitha Tenney, 1825

the female man joanna russ: Joanna Russ Gwyneth Jones, 2019-08-30 Experimental, strange,
and unabashedly feminist, Joanna Russ's groundbreaking science fiction grew out of a belief that the
genre was ideal for expressing radical thought. Her essays and criticism, meanwhile, helped shape
the field and still exercise a powerful influence in both SF and feminist literary
studies.Award-winning author and critic Gwyneth Jones offers a new appraisal of Russ's work and
ideas. After years working in male-dominated SF, Russ emerged in the late 1960s with Alyx, the
uber-capable can-do heroine at the heart of Picnic on Paradise and other popular stories and books.
Soon, Russ's fearless embrace of gender politics and life as an out lesbian made her a target for
male outrage while feminist classics like The Female Man and The Two of Them took SF in
innovative new directions. Jones also delves into Russ's longtime work as a critic of figures as
diverse as Lovecraft and Cather, her foundational place in feminist fandom, important essays like
Amor Vincit Foeminam, and her career in academia.

the female man joanna russ: I Hate Men Pauline Harmange, 2020-11-26 The feminist book
they tried to ban in France ‘A delightful book’ Roxane Gay

the female man joanna russ: Blazewrath Games Amparo Ortiz, 2020-10-06 Dragons and their
riders compete in an international sports tournament in this alternate contemporary world fantasy
Lana Torres has always preferred dragons to people. In a few weeks, sixteen countries will compete
in the Blazewrath World Cup, a tournament where dragons and their riders fight for glory in a
dangerous relay. Lana longs to represent her native Puerto Rico in their first ever World Cup
appearance, and when Puerto Rico’s Runner—the only player without a dragon steed—is kicked off
the team, she’s given the chance. But when she discovers that a former Blazewrath superstar has
teamed up with the Sire—a legendary dragon who’s cursed into human form—the safety of the Cup
is jeopardized. The pair are burning down dragon sanctuaries around the world and refuse to stop



unless the Cup gets cancelled. All Lana wanted was to represent her country. Now, to do that, she’ll
have to navigate an international conspiracy that’s deadlier than her beloved sport.

the female man joanna russ: The Country You Have Never Seen Joanna Russ, 2007 In
1959, at the age of 22, Joanna Russ published her first science fiction story, Nor Custom Stale, in
The Magazine of Science Fiction and Fantasy. In the forty-five years since, Russ has continued to
write some of the most popular, creative, and important novels and stories in science fiction. She
was a central figure, along with contemporaries Ursula K. Le Guin and James Tiptree, in
revolutionizing science fiction in the 1960s and 1970s, and her 1970 novel, The Female Man, is
widely regarded as one of the most successful and influential depictions of a feminist utopia in the
entire genre. The Country You Have Never Seen gathers Joanna Russ's most important essays and
reviews, revealing the vital part she played over the years in the never-ending conversation among
writers and fans about the roles, boundaries, and potential of science fiction. Spanning her entire
career, the collection shines a light on Russ's role in the development of new wave science fiction
and feminist science fiction, while at the same time providing fascinating insight into her own
development as a writer.

the female man joanna russ: Modest Witness@Second Millennium.
FemaleMan Meets OncoMouse Donna J. Haraway, Thyrza Goodeve, 2018-06-27 One of the founders
of the posthumanities, Donna J. Haraway is professor in the History of Consciousness program at the
University of California, Santa Cruz. Author of many books and widely read essays, including the
now-classic essay The Cyborg Manifesto, she received the J.D. Bernal Prize in 2000, a lifetime
achievement award from the Society for Social Studies in Science. Thyrza Nicholas Goodeve is a
professor of Art History at the School of Visual Arts.

the female man joanna russ: Here Come the Brides! Audrey Bilger, Michele Kort,
2012-03-06 Marriage today isn't what it used to be: for better, not for worse. As same-sex weddings
are becoming more common, the classic love-story happy ending is taking on a decidedly new twist,
everyone has a fresh role to play, and supporters and opponents of gay marriage alike are finding
themselves in the midst of a revolution that's redefining marriage—both as a personal choice and as
an institution—as we know it. In Here Come the Brides!, editors Audrey Bilger and Michele Kort
gather together the voices of women taking part in-and shaping-this major historical shift.
Representing a diversity of points of view in terms of race, class, ethnicity, and gender identification,
this collection of essays, stories, and visual images takes a multidimensional look at how opening up
the traditional order of man and wife to include the possibility of wife and wife is altering our social
landscape. From wedding pictures and images of protest signs to comical anecdotes and sober
philosophical analyses, Here Come the Brides! is an exploration of how the legalization of same-sex
marriages has irrevocably changed the way lesbians think about their unions and their lives-and a
celebration of the dream of lesbian happily-ever-afters.

the female man joanna russ: Demand My Writing Jeanne Cortiel, 1999-01-01 In this major
study of the work of Joanna Russ, Jeanne Cortiel gives a clear introduction to the major feminist
issues relevant to Russ’s work and assesses its development. The book will be especially valuable for
students of SF and feminist SF, especially in its concern with the function of woman-based
intertextuality. Although Cortiel deals principally with Russ’s novels, she also examines her short
stories, and the focus on critically neglected texts is a particularly valuable feature of the study. I
recommend this book to any reader interested in Russ’s fiction, or in women's science fiction
generally.—Science Fiction Studies

the female man joanna russ: Joanna Russ: Novels & Stories (LOA #373) Joanna Russ,
2023-10-03 Rediscover one of America’s best SF writers in a definitive hardcover edition gathering
all her finest work together for the first time A LGBTQIA+ pioneer joins the Library of America
series An incandescent stylist with a dark sense of humor and a provocative feminist edge, Joanna
Russ upended every genre in which she worked. The essential novels and stories gathered in this
definitive Library of America edition make a case for Russ not only as an astonishing writer of
speculative fiction, but, in the words of Samuel Delany, “one of the finest--and most




necessary--writers of American fiction” period. Here is her now-classic novel The Female Man
(1975), in which four remarkable women--Jeannine, Janet, Joanna, and Jael--traverse alternate
histories and parallel worlds (including the brilliantly imagined all-female utopia, Whileaway) in a
multi-voiced, multidimensional voyage that continues to alter readers’ sense of gender and reality.
We Who Are About To ... (1977), recounting the fate of a misfit band of space-tourists stranded on an
alien world, challenges “golden age” expectations about civilization, in what becomes an allegorical
thriller. In On Strike Against God (1980), her incisive, darkly comic, and ultimately joyous final
novel, Russ returns to Earth to explore LGBTQIA+ and feminist themes and the unfamiliar territory
of “coming out” and lesbian romance. Russ’s “Complete Alyx Stories”--which feature her inimitably
sly, resilient, and stone-cold heroine Alyx, who is plucked from a life of petty crime in ancient
Phoenicia to serve as adventurer-for-hire for the Trans-Temporal Authority, and which reinvent the
sword and sorcery genre for a postmodern era--are presented in their entirety here for the first
time, and newly restored to print. Also included are her unforgettable tales “When It Changed” and
“Souls,” the former a 1973 Nebula Award winner and the latter the recipient of the 1983 Hugo and
Locus Awards.

the female man joanna russ: Universe 3 Terry Carr, 1973

the female man joanna russ: The Future Is Female! 25 Classic Science Fiction Stories by
Women, from Pulp Pio neers to Ursula K. Le Guin Lisa Yaszek, 2018-10-09 Space-opera heroines,
gender-bending aliens, post-apocalyptic pregnancies, changeling children, interplanetary battles of
the sexes, and much more: a groundbreaking new collection of classic American science fiction by
women from the 1920s to the 1960s SF-expert Lisa Yaszek presents the biggest and best survey of
the female tradition in American science fiction ever published, a thrilling collection of twenty-five
classic tales. From Pulp Era pioneers to New Wave experimentalists, here are over two dozen
brilliant writers ripe for discovery and rediscovery, including Leslie F. Stone, Judith Merril, Leigh
Brackett, Kit Reed, Joanna Russ, James Tiptree Jr., and Ursula K. Le Guin. Imagining strange worlds
and unexpected futures, looking into and beyond new technologies and scientific discoveries, in
utopian fantasies and tales of cosmic horror, these women created and shaped speculative fiction as
surely as their male counterparts. Their provocative, mind-blowing stories combine to form a
thrilling multidimensional voyage of literary-feminist exploration and recovery. CONTENTS
Introduction by LISA YASZEK CLARE WINGER HARRIS The Miracle of the Lily (1928) LESLIE F.
STONE The Conquest of Gola (1931) C. L. MOORE The Black God’s Kiss (1934) LESLIE PERRI
Space Episode (1941) JUDITH MERRIL That Only a Mother (1948) WILMAR H. SHIRAS In Hiding
(1948) KATHERINE MACLEAN Contagion (1950) MARGARET ST. CLAIR The Inhabited Men (1951)
ZENNA HENDERSON Ararat (1952) ANDREW NORTH All Cats Are Gray (1953) ALICE ELEANOR
JONES Created He Them (1955) MILDRED CLINGERMAN Mr. Sakrison’s Halt (1956) LEIGH
BRACKETT All the Colors of the Rainbow (1957) CAROL EMSHWILLER Pelt (1958) ROSEL GEORGE
BROWN Car Pool (1959) ELISABETH MANN BORGESE For Sale, Reasonable (1959) DORIS PITKIN
BUCK Birth of a Gardner (1961) ALICE GLASER The Tunnel Ahead (1961) KIT REED The New You
(1962) JOHN JAY WELLS & MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY Another Rib (1963) SONYA DORMAN
When [ Was Miss Dow (1966) KATE WILHELM Baby, You Were Great (1967) JOANNA RUSS The
Barbarian (1968) JAMES TIPTREE JR. The Last Flight of Dr. Ain (1969) URSULA K. LE GUIN Nine
Lives (1969)

the female man joanna russ: Adaptation Malinda Lo, 2012-09-18 Across North America,
flocks of birds hurl themselves into airplanes, causing at least a dozen to crash. Thousands of people
die. Fearing terrorism, the United States government grounds all flights, and millions of travelers
are stranded. Among them are Reese and her debate team partner and longtime crush David, who
are in Arizona when the disaster occurs. On their drive home to San Francisco, along a stretch of
empty highway in the middle of the Nevada night, a bird flies into their headlights. The car flips
over. When they wake up in a military hospital, the doctor won't tell them what happened, where
they are--or how they've been miraculously healed. Things become even stranger when Reese
returns home. San Francisco feels like a different place with police enforcing curfew, hazmat teams




collecting dead birds, and a strange presence that seems to be following her. When Reese
unexpectedly collides with the beautiful Amber Gray, her search for the truth is forced in an entirely
new direction-and threatens to expose a vast global conspiracy that the government has worked for
decades to keep secret. Adaptation is a bold contemporary science-fiction thriller from the acclaimed
author of Ash.

the female man joanna russ: The Straight Mind Monique Wittig, 1992-02-03 These political,
philosophical, and literary essays mark the first collection of theoretical writing from the acclaimed
novelist and French feminist writer Monique Wittig. “Among the most provocative and compelling
feminist political visions since The Second Sex. These essays represent the radical extension of de
Beauvoir’s theory, its unexpected lesbian future. Wittig’s theoretical insights are both precise and
far-reaching, and her theoretical style is bold, incisive, even shattering.” —Judith Butler, Johns
Hopkins University

the female man joanna russ: Extra (ordinary) People Joanna Russ, 1985

the female man joanna russ: Autotheory as Feminist Practice in Art, Writing, and
Criticism Lauren Fournier, 2021-02-23 Autotheory--the commingling of theory and philosophy with
autobiography--as a mode of critical artistic practice indebted to feminist writing and activism. In
the 2010s, the term autotheory began to trend in literary spheres, where it was used to describe
books in which memoir and autobiography fused with theory and philosophy. In this book, Lauren
Fournier extends the meaning of the term, applying it to other disciplines and practices. Fournier
provides a long-awaited account of autotheory, situating it as a mode of contemporary, post-1960s
artistic practice that is indebted to feminist writing, art, and activism. Investigating a series of works
by writers and artists including Chris Kraus and Adrian Piper, she considers the politics, aesthetics,
and ethics of autotheory.

the female man joanna russ: Everfair Nisi Shawl, 2016-09-06 An alternate history novel that
explores the question of what might have come of Belgium's ... colonization of the Congo if the
native populations had learned about steam technology a bit earlier--Amazon.com.

the female man joanna russ: Motherlines Suzy McKee Charnas, 1999-06-12 After thirty
years, Suzy McKee Charnas has completed her incomparable epic tale of men and women, slavery
and freedom, power and human frailty. It started with Walk to the End of the World, where Alldera
the Messenger is a slave among the Fems, in thrall to men whose own power is waning. It continued
with Motherlines, where Alldera the Runner is a fugitive among the Riding Women, who live a tribal
life of horse-thieving and storytelling, killing the few men who approach their boundaries. The books
that finish Alldera's story, The Furies and The Conqueror's Child, are now available. Once you start,
you won't want to stop until you've read the last word of the last book. Winner of the James Tiptree,
Jr. Award At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.

the female man joanna russ: End of Men Suzanne Strobel, 2020-11-12 Millions of babies. All
girls. Why? In a dark and divided dystopian America, an ambitious reporter must risk her life and
reputation to find out why only females are being born. Twenty-eight-year-old Charley Tennyson has
battled PTSD ever since surviving a violent attack that killed her father. Four months later, she
returns to her job as a reporter, only to be thrust into a high-profile investigation that forces her to
choose between her own safety and the nation's future. For the last two days, only females have
been born in America. If the trend continues, males could become extinct within the next century.
Charley's investigation leads to a deep conspiracy that raises unexpected questions about gender
roles, violence, government power, and her father's death. The story of one woman's journey to find
courage in a world full of fear, End of Men is a reminder of what binds us together when everything
is falling apart.
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Female animals are those that produce ova, which are fertilized by the spermatozoa of males. The
main difference between females and males is that females bear the offspring — and that goes for



dogs, chickens, catfish, and anything in between.
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Female animals are those that produce ova, which are fertilized by the spermatozoa of males. The
main difference between females and males is that females bear the offspring — and that goes for
dogs, chickens, catfish, and anything in between.
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