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Introduction:

Michelle Alexander's groundbreaking book, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness, isn't just a book; it's a call to action. It exposes a system that, while not explicitly
racist on the surface, functions in a way that disproportionately targets and incarcerates Black
Americans, creating a modern-day caste system. This post will delve into the core arguments of
Alexander's work, exploring the mechanisms of mass incarceration, its devastating consequences,
and the urgent need for systemic change. We'll examine the historical context, the legal framework,
and the ongoing social ramifications of this deeply troubling phenomenon.

H2: The Historical Context: From Slavery to Mass Incarceration

Alexander meticulously traces the lineage of racial control in the United States, arguing that mass


https://tracking.americanhoperesources.com/file9/pdf?title=the-new-jim-crow.pdf&trackid=dMj15-2671

incarceration is a direct descendant of slavery and Jim Crow laws. While overt racial discrimination
is legally outlawed, the war on drugs and other punitive policies have effectively replaced previous
systems of oppression. The subtle shift from explicit racism to racially biased policies allows for the
continuation of racial inequality under the guise of colorblindness. This deliberate omission of racial
intent allows the system to persist, making reform significantly more challenging.

H2: The War on Drugs: A Catalyst for Mass Incarceration

The "war on drugs," declared in the 1970s and 1980s, serves as a central pillar in Alexander's
argument. While drug use is a problem affecting all segments of society, the enforcement of drug
laws has been demonstrably biased against Black communities. The disproportionate sentencing for
crack cocaine versus powder cocaine, for example, directly reflects this bias, leading to significantly
longer prison sentences for predominantly Black defendants. This targeted enforcement, coupled
with aggressive policing strategies in marginalized communities, fuels the cycle of mass
incarceration.

H3: Mandatory Minimum Sentencing and its Disparate Impact

Mandatory minimum sentencing laws, removing judicial discretion, further exacerbate the racial
disparities within the criminal justice system. These laws often result in lengthy prison sentences,
even for non-violent offenses, disproportionately affecting minority populations. The elimination of
judicial leniency eliminates the possibility of mitigating circumstances being considered, further
cementing the system's inherent bias.

H2: The Creation of a Racial Caste System

Alexander argues that mass incarceration creates a permanent underclass, similar to the Jim Crow
South. Felony convictions carry significant collateral consequences, including limitations on voting
rights, employment opportunities, housing access, and public benefits. This creates a cycle of
perpetual marginalization, making it extremely difficult for individuals with criminal records to
reintegrate into society. This permanent marginalization is not accidental; it's a systematic
consequence of the current system.

H3: The Role of Implicit Bias in the Criminal Justice System

Beyond explicit racial bias, implicit biases within the justice system also contribute to the
disproportionate incarceration of Black individuals. These unconscious biases influence decisions at
every stage, from arrests and prosecutions to sentencing and parole. Understanding the
pervasiveness of implicit bias is crucial to dismantling the system's underlying inequalities.

H2: Challenging the Narrative of Colorblindness

The book's title, The New Jim Crow, is a powerful indictment of the prevailing notion of
"colorblindness." Alexander challenges the idea that racial inequality is a relic of the past, arguing
that the current system actively perpetuates racial disparities under the guise of neutrality. This
deliberate avoidance of acknowledging the racial dimensions of mass incarceration makes genuine



reform even more difficult.

H2: Paths Towards Reform and a More Equitable Future

While the issues raised in The New Jim Crow are complex and deeply entrenched, Alexander offers
pathways towards reform. These include addressing the racial biases within drug enforcement,
reforming sentencing laws, investing in communities disproportionately affected by mass
incarceration, and advocating for restorative justice practices. Addressing the root causes of crime,
such as poverty and lack of opportunity, is also crucial. The fight for racial justice requires a
multifaceted approach targeting both the symptoms and the underlying disease.

Conclusion:

The New Jim Crow is a critical examination of a deeply flawed system. It is not just a historical
analysis; it's a clarion call for systemic change. Understanding the mechanisms of mass
incarceration and its devastating impact on Black communities is the first step towards creating a
more just and equitable society. The book’s enduring relevance lies in its ability to expose the subtle
yet powerful ways in which racial inequality continues to shape our world. By acknowledging the
systemic nature of the problem and demanding significant reforms, we can begin to dismantle this
modern-day caste system.

FAQs:

1. Is The New Jim Crow solely focused on Black Americans? While the book primarily focuses on the
disproportionate impact of mass incarceration on Black communities, it also highlights the broader
consequences of the system, affecting other marginalized groups as well.

2. What are some specific policy reforms suggested by Alexander? Alexander advocates for
sentencing reform, ending mandatory minimums, addressing racial bias in drug enforcement,
investing in communities, and expanding access to education and employment opportunities.

3. How does The New Jim Crow differ from other critiques of the criminal justice system? The New
Jim Crow uniquely connects the current system to the historical legacy of slavery and Jim Crow,
emphasizing the systemic nature of racial inequality within the criminal justice system.

4. What role does the media play in perpetuating the narrative of mass incarceration? Alexander
argues that the media often frames crime in ways that reinforce racial stereotypes and contribute to
the perception of Black people as inherently criminal.

5. What can individuals do to contribute to the fight against mass incarceration? Individuals can
engage in advocacy, support organizations working on criminal justice reform, educate themselves
and others about the issue, and vote for candidates who prioritize criminal justice reform.

the new jim crow: The New Jim Crow Michelle Alexander, 2020-01-07 One of the New York
Times’s Best Books of the 21st Century Named one of the most important nonfiction books of the
21st century by Entertainment Weekly, Slate, Chronicle of Higher Education, Literary Hub, Book
Riot, and Zora A tenth-anniversary edition of the iconic bestseller—one of the most influential books




of the past 20 years, according to the Chronicle of Higher Education—with a new preface by the
author It is in no small part thanks to Alexander's account that civil rights organizations such as
Black Lives Matter have focused so much of their energy on the criminal justice system. —Adam
Shatz, London Review of Books Seldom does a book have the impact of Michelle Alexander's The
New Jim Crow. Since it was first published in 2010, it has been cited in judicial decisions and has
been adopted in campus-wide and community-wide reads; it helped inspire the creation of the
Marshall Project and the new $100 million Art for Justice Fund; it has been the winner of numerous
prizes, including the prestigious NAACP Image Award; and it has spent nearly 250 weeks on the
New York Times bestseller list. Most important of all, it has spawned a whole generation of criminal
justice reform activists and organizations motivated by Michelle Alexander's unforgettable argument
that we have not ended racial caste in America; we have merely redesigned it. As the Birmingham
News proclaimed, it is undoubtedly the most important book published in this century about the U.S.
Now, ten years after it was first published, The New Press is proud to issue a tenth-anniversary
edition with a new preface by Michelle Alexander that discusses the impact the book has had and
the state of the criminal justice reform movement today.

the new jim crow: The New Jim Crow Michelle Alexander, 2012 Argues that the War on Drugs
and policies that deny convicted felons equal access to employment, housing, education and public
benefits create a permanent under-caste based largely on race. Reprint. 12,500 first printing.

the new jim crow: Building a Movement to End the New Jim Crow: an organizing guide
Daniel Hunter, 2015 Seeks to focus people in the direction of dismantling our nation's huge and
egregious prison industrial systems, the old but new Jim Crow. In it, Daniel Hunter describes key
organizing principles and offers an array of examples that describe concrete ways that individuals,
organizations, and coalitions are achieving significant successes, which cultivate the soil for more
and more significant campaigns in this crucial struggle--

the new jim crow: Journalism and Jim Crow Kathy Roberts Forde, Sid Bedingfield,
2021-12-14 Winner of the American Historical Association’s 2022 Eugenia M. Palmegiano Prize.
White publishers and editors used their newspapers to build, nurture, and protect white supremacy
across the South in the decades after the Civil War. At the same time, a vibrant Black press fought to
disrupt these efforts and force the United States to live up to its democratic ideals. Journalism and
Jim Crow centers the press as a crucial political actor shaping the rise of the Jim Crow South. The
contributors explore the leading role of the white press in constructing an anti-democratic society by
promoting and supporting not only lynching and convict labor but also coordinated campaigns of
violence and fraud that disenfranchised Black voters. They also examine the Black press’s parallel
fight for a multiracial democracy of equality, justice, and opportunity for all—a losing battle with
tragic consequences for the American experiment. Original and revelatory, Journalism and Jim Crow
opens up new ways of thinking about the complicated relationship between journalism and power in
American democracy. Contributors: Sid Bedingfield, Bryan Bowman, W. Fitzhugh Brundage, Kathy
Roberts Forde, Robert Greene II, Kristin L. Gustafson, D'Weston Haywood, Blair LM Kelley, and
Razvan Sibii

the new jim crow: The South Adolph L. Reed, Jr., 2022-02-01 A narrative account of Jim Crow
as people experienced it The last generation of Americans with a living memory of Jim Crow will
soon disappear. They leave behind a collective memory of segregation shaped increasingly by its
horrors and heroic defeat but not a nuanced understanding of everyday life in Jim Crow America. In
The South, Adolph L. Reed Jr. — New Orleanian, political scientist, and according to Cornel West,
“the greatest democratic theorist of his generation” — takes up the urgent task of recounting the
granular realities of life in the last decades of the Jim Crow South. Reed illuminates the multifaceted
structures of the segregationist order. Through his personal history and political acumen, we see
America’s apartheid system from the ground up, not just its legal framework or systems of power,
but the way these systems structured the day-to-day interactions, lives, and ambitions of ordinary
working people. The South unravels the personal and political dimensions of the Jim Crow order,
revealing the sources and objectives of this unstable regime, its contradictions and precarity, and



the social order that would replace it. The South is more than a memoir or a history. Filled with
analysis and fascinating firsthand accounts of the operation of the system that codified and
enshrined racial inequality, this book is required reading for anyone seeking a deeper understanding
of America's second peculiar institution the future created in its wake. With a foreword from
Barbara Fields, co-author of the acclaimed Racecraft.

the new jim crow: North Webster Ann Morris, Henrietta Ambrose, 1993 Ten miles west of St.
Louis, in the town of Webster Groves ... there is an old black community. It is called North Webster
because it covers the hill which rolls to the northern boundary of Webster Groves--P. 2

the new jim crow: An Analysis of Michelle Alexander's the New Jim Crow Ryan Moore,
2017-07-15 The United States has the world's largest prison population, with more than two million
behind bars. Alexander says this is mainly due to America's 'war on drugs, ' launched in 1982. In The
New Jim Crow, she explains how this government initiative has led to America's black citizens being
imprisoned on a colossal scale. She compares this mass detention--with black men up to 50 times
more likely to be jailed than white men--to the Jim Crow era segregation that once pervaded the
American South. Though the Civil Rights Movement supposedly ended segregation in the early
1960s, the war on drugs opened the door to a new racial caste system.

the new jim crow: The Jim Crow Routine Stephen A. Berrey, 2015-04-27 The South's system of
Jim Crow racial oppression is usually understood in terms of legal segregation that mandated the
separation of white and black Americans. Yet, as Stephen A. Berrey shows, it was also a high-stakes
drama that played out in the routines of everyday life, where blacks and whites regularly interacted
on sidewalks and buses and in businesses and homes. Every day, individuals made, unmade, and
remade Jim Crow in how they played their racial roles--how they moved, talked, even gestured. The
highly visible but often subtle nature of these interactions constituted the Jim Crow routine. In this
study of Mississippi race relations in the final decades of the Jim Crow era, Berrey argues that daily
interactions between blacks and whites are central to understanding segregation and the racial
system that followed it. Berrey shows how civil rights activism, African Americans' refusal to follow
the Jim Crow script, and national perceptions of southern race relations led Mississippi
segregationists to change tactics. No longer able to rely on the earlier routines, whites turned
instead to less visible but equally insidious practices of violence, surveillance, and policing, rooted in
a racially coded language of law and order. Reflecting broader national transformations, these
practices laid the groundwork for a new era marked by black criminalization, mass incarceration,
and a growing police presence in everyday life.

the new jim crow: Remembering Jim Crow William H. Chafe, Raymond Gavins, Robert
Korstad, 2014-09-16 This “viscerally powerful . . . compilation of firsthand accounts of the Jim Crow
era” won the Lillian Smith Book Award and the Carey McWilliams Award (Publisher’s Weekly,
starred review). Based on interviews collected by the Behind the Veil Oral History Project at Duke
University’s Center for Documentary Studies, this remarkable book presents for the first time the
most extensive oral history ever compiled of African American life under segregation. Men and
women from all walks of life tell how their most ordinary activities were subjected to profound and
unrelenting racial oppression. Yet Remembering Jim Crow is also a testament to how black
southerners fought back against systemic racism—building churches and schools, raising children,
running businesses, and struggling for respect in a society that denied them the most basic rights.
The result is a powerful story of individual and community survival.

the new jim crow: The Negro Motorist Green Book Victor H. Green, The Negro Motorist
Green Book was a groundbreaking guide that provided African American travelers with crucial
information on safe places to stay, eat, and visit during the era of segregation in the United States.
This essential resource, originally published from 1936 to 1966, offered a lifeline to black motorists
navigating a deeply divided nation, helping them avoid the dangers and indignities of racism on the
road. More than just a travel guide, The Negro Motorist Green Book stands as a powerful symbol of
resilience and resistance in the face of oppression, offering a poignant glimpse into the challenges
and triumphs of the African American experience in the 20th century.



the new jim crow: Coming of Age in Jim Crow DC Paula C. Austin, 2019-12-10 The fullest
account to date of African American young people in a segregated city Coming of Age in Jim Crow
DC offers a complex narrative of the everyday lives of black young people in a racially, spatially,
economically, and politically restricted Washington, DC, during the 1930s. In contrast to the ways in
which young people have been portrayed by researchers, policy makers, law enforcement, and the
media, Paula C. Austin draws on previously unstudied archival material to present black poor and
working class young people as thinkers, theorists, critics, and commentators as they reckon with the
boundaries imposed on them in a Jim Crow city that was also the American emblem of equality. The
narratives at the center of this book provide a different understanding of black urban life in the early
twentieth century, showing that ordinary people were expert at navigating around the limitations
imposed by the District of Columbia’s racially segregated politics. Coming of Age in Jim Crow DC is a
fresh take on the New Negro movement, and a vital contribution to the history of race in America.

the new jim crow: American Apartheid Douglas S. Massey, Nancy A. Denton, 1993 This
powerful and disturbing book clearly links persistent poverty among blacks in the United States to
the unparalleled degree of deliberate segregation they experience in American cities. American
Apartheid shows how the black ghetto was created by whites during the first half of the twentieth
century in order to isolate growing urban black populations. It goes on to show that, despite the Fair
Housing Act of 1968, segregation is perpetuated today through an interlocking set of individual
actions, institutional practices, and governmental policies. In some urban areas the degree of black
segregation is so intense and occurs in so many dimensions simultaneously that it amounts to
hypersegregation. The authors demonstrate that this systematic segregation of African Americans
leads inexorably to the creation of underclass communities during periods of economic downturn.
Under conditions of extreme segregation, any increase in the overall rate of black poverty yields a
marked increase in the geographic concentration of indigence and the deterioration of social and
economic conditions in black communities. As ghetto residents adapt to this increasingly harsh
environment under a climate of racial isolation, they evolve attitudes, behaviors, and practices that
further marginalize their neighborhoods and undermine their chances of success in mainstream
American society. This book is a sober challenge to those who argue that race is of declining
significance in the United States today.

the new jim crow: The Hollywood Jim Crow Maryann Erigha, 2019-02-05 The story of racial
hierarchy in the American film industry The #0OscarsSoWhite campaign, and the content of the
leaked Sony emails which revealed, among many other things, that a powerful Hollywood insider
didn’t believe that Denzel Washington could “open” a western genre film, provide glaring evidence
that the opportunities for people of color in Hollywood are limited. In The Hollywood Jim Crow,
Maryann Erigha tells the story of inequality, looking at the practices and biases that limit the
production and circulation of movies directed by racial minorities. She examines over 1,300
contemporary films, specifically focusing on directors, to show the key elements at work in
maintaining “the Hollywood Jim Crow.” Unlike the Jim Crow era where ideas about innate racial
inferiority and superiority were the grounds for segregation, Hollywood's version tries to use
economic and cultural explanations to justify the underrepresentation and stigmatization of Black
filmmakers. Erigha exposes the key elements at work in maintaining Hollywood’s racial hierarchy,
namely the relationship between genre and race, the ghettoization of Black directors to black films,
and how Blackness is perceived by the Hollywood producers and studios who decide what gets made
and who gets to make it. Erigha questions the notion that increased representation of African
Americans behind the camera is the sole answer to the racial inequality gap. Instead, she suggests
focusing on the obstacles to integration for African American film directors. Hollywood movies have
an expansive reach and exert tremendous power in the national and global production, distribution,
and exhibition of popular culture. The Hollywood Jim Crow fully dissects the racial inequality
embedded in this industry, looking at alternative ways for African Americans to find success in
Hollywood and suggesting how they can band together to forge their own career paths.

the new jim crow: The New Jim Crow Instaread, 2016-04-06 The New Jim Crow by Michelle



Alexander | Summary & Analysis Preview: The New Jim Crow argues that the ongoing “War on
Drugs” and the resulting mass incarceration of African Americans is the moral equivalent of Jim
Crow. Beginning in the seventeenth century, institutions emerged in colonial America that
contributed to the creation of a racial caste system. America’s current racial caste system builds
upon the legacy of both chattel slavery that existed in the United States prior to the Civil War and on
the system of Jim Crow laws that designated African Americans to second-class citizenship in many
parts of the American South prior to the civil rights movement. This racial caste system is
perpetuated across the country by members of both political parties. It has resulted in a large
number of African American men who cannot vote, serve on juries, or find employment and housing.
Discrimination against convicts is legally accepted and widespread... PLEASE NOTE: This is key
takeaways and analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary of The
New Jim Crow - Overview of the book - Important People - Key Takeaways - Analysis of Key
Takeaways About the Author With Instaread, you can get the key takeaways, summary and analysis
of a book in 15 minutes. We read every chapter, identify the key takeaways and analyze them for
your convenience.

the new jim crow: Halfway Home Reuben Jonathan Miller, 2021-02-02 A persuasive and
essential (Matthew Desmond) work that will forever change how we look at life after prison in
America through Miller's stunning, and deeply painful reckoning with our nation's carceral system
(Heather Ann Thompson). Each year, more than half a million Americans are released from prison
and join a population of twenty million people who live with a felony record. Reuben Miller, a
chaplain at the Cook County Jail in Chicago and now a sociologist studying mass incarceration, spent
years alongside prisoners, ex-prisoners, their friends, and their families to understand the lifelong
burden that even a single arrest can entail. What his work revealed is a simple, if overlooked truth:
life after incarceration is its own form of prison. The idea that one can serve their debt and return to
life as a full-fledge member of society is one of America's most nefarious myths. Recently released
individuals are faced with jobs that are off-limits, apartments that cannot be occupied and votes that
cannot be cast. As The Color of Law exposed about our understanding of housing segregation,
Halfway Home shows that the American justice system was not created to rehabilitate. Parole is
structured to keep classes of Americans impoverished, unstable, and disenfranchised long after
they've paid their debt to society. Informed by Miller's experience as the son and brother of
incarcerated men, captures the stories of the men, women, and communities fighting against a
system that is designed for them to fail. It is a poignant and eye-opening call to arms that reveals
how laws, rules, and regulations extract a tangible cost not only from those working to rebuild their
lives, but also our democracy. As Miller searchingly explores, America must acknowledge and value
the lives of its formerly imprisoned citizens. PEN America 2022 John Kenneth Galbraith Award for
Nonfiction Finalist Winner of the 2022 PROSE Award for Excellence in Social Sciences 2022 PROSE
Awards Finalist 2022 PROSE Awards Category Winner for Cultural Anthropology and Sociology An
NPR Selected 2021 Books We Love As heard on NPR’s Fresh Air

the new jim crow: Jumpin' Jim Crow Jane Dailey, Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Bryant Simon,
2020-07-21 White supremacy shaped all aspects of post-Civil War southern life, yet its power was
never complete or total. The form of segregation and subjection nicknamed Jim Crow constantly had
to remake itself over time even as white southern politicians struggled to extend its grip. Here, some
of the most innovative scholars of southern history question Jim Crow's sway, evolution, and
methods over the course of a century. These essays bring to life the southern men and women--some
heroic and decent, others mean and sinister, most a mixture of both--who supported and challenged
Jim Crow, showing that white supremacy always had to prove its power. Jim Crow was always in
motion, always adjusting to meet resistance and defiance by both African Americans and whites.
Sometimes white supremacists responded with increased ferocity, sometimes with more subtle
political and legal ploys. Jumpin' Jim Crow presents a clear picture of this complex negotiation. For
example, even as some black and white women launched the strongest attacks on the system, other
white women nurtured myths glorifying white supremacy. Even as elite whites blamed racial



violence on poor whites, they used Jim Crow to dominate poor whites as well as blacks. Most
important, the book portrays change over time, suggesting that Strom Thurmond is not a simple
reincarnation of Ben Tillman and that Rosa Parks was not the first black woman to say no to Jim
Crow. From a study of the segregation of household consumption to a fresh look at critical elections,
from an examination of an unlikely antilynching campaign to an analysis of how miscegenation laws
tried to sexualize black political power, these essays about specific southern times and places
exemplify the latest trends in historical research. Its rich, accessible content makes Jumpin' Jim
Crow an ideal undergraduate reader on American history, while its methodological innovations will
be emulated by scholars of political history generally. In addition to the editors, the contributors are
Edward L. Ayers, Elsa Barkley Brown, W. Fitzhugh Brundage, Laura F. Edwards, Kari Frederickson,
David F. Godshalk, Grace Elizabeth Hale, Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, Stephen Kantrowitz, Nancy
MacLean, Nell Irwin Painter, and Timothy B. Tyson.

the new jim crow: Jim Crow New York David N. Gellman, David Quigley, 2003-06 A Choice
Outstanding Academic Title (2004) In 1821, New York'’s political leaders met for over two months to
rewrite the state’s constitution. The new document secured the right to vote for the great mass of
white men while denying all but the wealthiest African-American men access to the polls. Jim Crow
New York introduces students and scholars alike to this watershed event in American political life.
This action crystallized the paradoxes of free black citizenship, not only in the North but throughout
the nation: African Americans living in New York would no longer be slaves. But would they be
citizens? Jim Crow New York provides readers with both scholarly analysis and access to a series of
extraordinary documents, including extensive excerpts from the resonant speeches made at New
York’s 1821 constitutional convention and additional documents which recover a diversity of voices,
from lawmakers to African-American community leaders, from newspaper editors to activists. The
text is further enhanced by extensive introductory essays and headnotes, maps, illustrations, and a
detailed bibliographic essay.

the new jim crow: The Fire This Time Jesmyn Ward, 2016 Ward takes James Baldwin's 1963
examination of race in America, The Fire Next Time, as a jumping off point for this ... collection of
essays and poems about race from ... voices of her generation and our time--

the new jim crow: Jim Crow Wisdom Jonathan Scott Holloway, 2013-10-15 How do we
balance the desire for tales of exceptional accomplishment with the need for painful doses of reality?
How hard do we work to remember our past or to forget it? These are some of the questions that
Jonathan Scott Holloway addresses in this exploration of race memory from the dawn of the modern
civil rights era to the present. Relying on social science, documentary film, dance, popular literature,
museums, memoir, and the tourism trade, Holloway explores the stories black Americans have told
about their past and why these stories are vital to understanding a modern black identity. In the
process, Holloway asks much larger questions about the value of history and facts when memories
do violence to both. Making discoveries about his own past while researching this book, Holloway
weaves first-person and family memories into the traditional third-person historian's perspective.
The result is a highly readable, rich, and deeply personal narrative that will be familiar to some,
shocking to others, and thought-provoking to everyone.

the new jim crow: Before Jim Crow Jane Elizabeth Dailey, 2000 Long before the Montgomery
bus boycott ushered in the modern civil rights movement, black and white southerners struggled to
forge interracial democracy in America. This innovative book examines the most successful
interracial coalition in the nineteenth-century South, Virginia's Readjuster Party, and uncovers a
surprising degree of fluidity in postemancipation southern politics. Melding social, cultural, and
political history, Jane Dailey chronicles the Readjusters' efforts to foster political cooperation across
the color line. She demonstrates that the power of racial rhetoric, and the divisiveness of racial
politics, derived from the everyday experiences of individual Virginians from their local encounters
on the sidewalk, before the magistrate's bench, in the schoolroom. In the process, she reveals the
power of black and white southerners to both create and resist new systems of racial discrimination.
The story of the Readjusters shows how hard white southerners had to work to establish racial



domination after emancipation, and how passionately black southerners fought each and every
infringement of their rights as Americans.

the new jim crow: The Rage of Innocence Kristin Henning, 2021-09-28 A brilliant analysis of
the foundations of racist policing in America: the day-to-day brutalities, largely hidden from public
view, endured by Black youth growing up under constant police surveillance and the persistent
threat of physical and psychological abuse Storytelling that can make people understand the racial
inequities of the legal system, and...restore the humanity this system has cruelly stripped from its
victims.” —New York Times Book Review Drawing upon twenty-five years of experience representing
Black youth in Washington, D.C.’s juvenile courts, Kristin Henning confronts America’s irrational,
manufactured fears of these young people and makes a powerfully compelling case that the crisis in
racist American policing begins with its relationship to Black children. Henning explains how
discriminatory and aggressive policing has socialized a generation of Black teenagers to fear, resent,
and resist the police, and she details the long-term consequences of racism that they experience at
the hands of the police and their vigilante surrogates. She makes clear that unlike White youth, who
are afforded the freedom to test boundaries, experiment with sex and drugs, and figure out who they
are and who they want to be, Black youth are seen as a threat to White America and are denied
healthy adolescent development. She examines the criminalization of Black adolescent play and
sexuality, and of Black fashion, hair, and music. She limns the effects of police presence in schools
and the depth of police-induced trauma in Black adolescents. Especially in the wake of the recent
unprecedented, worldwide outrage at racial injustice and inequality, The Rage of Innocence is an
essential book for our moment.

the new jim crow: Twenty-First-Century Jim Crow Schools Raynard Sanders, David Stovall,
Terrenda White, 2018-04-03 How charter schools have taken hold in three cities—and why parents,
teachers, and community members are fighting back Charter schools once promised a path towards
educational equity, but as the authors of this powerful volume show, market-driven education
reforms have instead boldly reestablished a tiered public school system that segregates students by
race and class. Examining the rise of charters in New Orleans, Chicago, and New York, authors
Raynard Sanders, David Stovall, and Terrenda White show how charters—private institutions,
usually set in poor or working-class African American and Latinx communities—promote competition
instead of collaboration and are driven chiefly by financial interests. Sanders, Stovall, and White also
reveal how corporate charters position themselves as “public” to secure tax money but exploit their
private status to hide data about enrollment and salaries, using misleading information to promote
false narratives of student success. In addition to showing how charter school expansion can deprive
students of a quality education, the authors document several other lasting consequences of charter
school expansion: ¢ the displacement of experienced African American teachers ¢ the rise of a rigid,
militarized pedagogy such as SLANT e the purposeful starvation of district schools ¢ and the loss of
community control and oversight A revealing and illuminating look at one of the greatest threats to
public education, Twenty-First-Century Jim Crow Schools explores how charter schools have shaped
the educational landscape and why parents, teachers, and community members are fighting back.

the new jim crow: New Negro Politics in the Jim Crow South Claudrena N. Harold,
2016-10-01 This study details how the development and maturation of New Negro politics and
thought were shaped not only by New York-based intellectuals and revolutionary transformations in
Europe, but also by people, ideas, and organizations rooted in the South. Claudrena N. Harold
probes into critical events and developments below the Mason-Dixon Line, sharpening our
understanding of how many black activists—along with particular segments of the white American
Left—arrived at their views on the politics of race, nationhood, and the capitalist political economy.
Focusing on Garveyites, A. Philip Randolph’s militant unionists, and black anti-imperialist protest
groups, among others, Harold argues that the South was a largely overlooked “incubator of black
protest activity” between World War I and the Great Depression. The activity she uncovers had
implications beyond the region and adds complexity to a historical moment in which black
southerners provided exciting organizational models of grassroots labor activism, assisted in the



revitalization of black nationalist politics, engaged in robust intellectual arguments on the future of
the South, and challenged the governance of historically black colleges. To uplift the race and by
extension transform the world, New Negro southerners risked social isolation, ridicule, and even
death. Their stories are reminders that black southerners played a crucial role not only in African
Americans’ revolutionary quest for political empowerment, ontological clarity, and existential
freedom but also in the global struggle to bring forth a more just and democratic world free from
racial subjugation, dehumanizing labor practices, and colonial oppression.

the new jim crow: Death Blow to Jim Crow Erik S. Gellman, 2012-02-01 During the Great
Depression, black intellectuals, labor organizers, and artists formed the National Negro Congress
(NNC) to demand a second emancipation in America. Over the next decade, the NNC and its
offshoot, the Southern Negro Youth Congress, sought to coordinate and catalyze local antiracist
activism into a national movement to undermine the Jim Crow system of racial and economic
exploitation. In this pioneering study, Erik S. Gellman shows how the NNC agitated for the first-class
citizenship of African Americans and all members of the working class, establishing civil rights as
necessary for reinvigorating American democracy. Much more than just a precursor to the 1960s
civil rights movement, this activism created the most militant interracial freedom movement since
Reconstruction, one that sought to empower the American labor movement to make demands on
industrialists, white supremacists, and the state as never before. By focusing on the complex
alliances between unions, civic groups, and the Communist Party in five geographic regions,
Gellman explains how the NNC and its allies developed and implemented creative grassroots
strategies to weaken Jim Crow, if not deal it the death blow they sought.

the new jim crow: Ghosts of Jim Crow F. Michael Higginbotham, 2013 Discusses the political,
economic, educational, and social reasons the United States is not a post-racial society and argues
that legal reform can successfully create a post-racial America.

the new jim crow: The Strange Career of Jim Crow The late C. Vann Woodward, 2001-11-29 C.
Vann Woodward, who died in 1999 at the age of 91, was America's most eminent Southern historian,
the winner of a Pulitzer Prize for Mary Chestnut's Civil War and a Bancroft Prize for The Origins of
the New South. Now, to honor his long and truly distinguished career, Oxford is pleased to publish
this special commemorative edition of Woodward's most influential work, The Strange Career of Jim
Crow. The Strange Career of Jim Crow is one of the great works of Southern history. Indeed, the
book actually helped shape that history. Published in 1955, a year after the Supreme Court in Brown
v. Board of Education ordered schools desegregated, Strange Career was cited so often to counter
arguments for segregation that Martin Luther King, Jr. called it the historical Bible of the civil rights
movement. The book offers a clear and illuminating analysis of the history of Jim Crow laws,
presenting evidence that segregation in the South dated only to the 1890s. Woodward convincingly
shows that, even under slavery, the two races had not been divided as they were under the Jim Crow
laws of the 1890s. In fact, during Reconstruction, there was considerable economic and political
mixing of the races. The segregating of the races was a relative newcomer to the region. Hailed as
one of the top 100 nonfiction works of the twentieth century, The Strange Career of Jim Crow has
sold almost a million copies and remains, in the words of David Herbert Donald, a landmark in the
history of American race relations.

the new jim crow: The New Jim Crow (Summary) Summary Station Staff, 2015-06-09 Learn
About American Minorities Are Targeted By Unjust Laws In Order To Keep Them Out Of Mainstream
Society In A Fraction Of The Time It Takes To Read The Actual Book!!! Today only, get this 1#
Amazon bestseller for just $2.99. Regularly priced at $9.99. Read on your PC, Mac, smart phone,
tablet or Kindle device Michelle Alexander names three audiences whom she intends to reach and
inform with her book. The first is composed of people who care profoundly about racial justice but
who do not yet realize the enormous crisis of mass incarceration of people of color. The second is
composed of the people who recognize a trend in the criminal justice system that resembles the
racism of decades ago but who do not have the facts to back their beliefs. Last of all, she hopes to
reach the many people incarcerated in the American prison system. She then uses an antidote to



explain her main point, that the U.S. incarceration system continues the racial discrimination
evident in our country's history. Jarvious Cotton's great-great grandfather was unable to vote
because he was a slave. Cotton's great grandfather was killed by the Ku Klux Klan for attempting to
vote. His grandfather did not vote because of the KKK's threats. Cotton's father could not vote
because of poll taxes and literacy tests. And, finally, Cotton cannot vote because he was once
convicted as a felon. Alexander explains that voting is the most basic democratic freedom and right,
yet black people throughout U.S. history have been unable to hold or else exercise that right.
Furthermore, racial discrimination continues today in a legalized form because once-convicted
felons are legally required to explain their background and may be legally refused service or
opportunities because of it. While the reasons and rationalizations that have been used to support
racial exclusion and discrimination have changed over the years, the outcome is mostly the same. In
other words, in spite of the seeming advances of today, discrimination continues under the pretext of
a different language; while our society likes to exemplify a colorblind mentality, racist ideology is
implicitly carried out through the criminal justice system. Once a person is labeled a felon,
employment and housing discrimination are legal, even expected; furthermore, the right to vote,
educational opportunities, jury service, and food stamps as well as other forms of public benefit are
revoked. The pre-Civil War and pre-Civil Rights Movement discrimination has not ended but been
redesigned. Here Is A Preview Of What You'll Learn When You Download Your Copy Today * How
Jim Crow Laws Have Evolved Through American History* The Reason Why America Has The Highest
Incarceration Rate* Learn How The war On Drugs Was Set Up To Target MinoritiesDownload Your
Copy Today! The contents of this book are easily worth over $9.99, but for a limited time you can
download the summary of Michelle Alexander's The New Jim Crow by for a special discounted price
of only $2.99

the new jim crow: The Cushion in the Road Alice Walker, 2013-04-09 The National Book
Award- and Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Color Purple explores our modern world with
“compassion, courage, and humor” (Booklist). Alice Walker once ached for retirement, but in the
turmoil of the Democratic primaries and the economic collapse of 2008, she realized she simply had
a great deal more to say. Leaving her meditation cushion behind, she found herself traveling the
world once again to speak of our intertwined personal, spiritual, and political destinies through
ruminations, poems, essays, and letters. At the height of her literary powers, this revered American
novelist, poet, essayist, and activist invites readers on a journey of political awakening and spiritual
insight. While visiting subjects she has addressed throughout her career—including racism, Africa,
Palestinian solidarity, and Cuba—as well as addressing emergent issues, such as the presidency of
Barack Obama and health care, Walker explores her conflicting impulses to retreat into inner
contemplation and to remain deeply engaged with the world. Rich with humor and wisdom, and
informed by Walker’s unique eye for the details of human and natural experience, The Cushion in
the Road is “a heartfelt response to a new generation’s yearning for public service” (Kirkus
Reviews). “Walker’s concern for the state of humanity and the planet comes through as impassioned
and genuine.” —Publishers Weekly “Quintessential Alice Walker: edgy, demanding, prayerful, loving,
and aware. An essential companion for those who wish to be a force for positive change in our
perpetually challenging world.” —ForeWord Magazine “Infused with a quiet grace and gentle
resolve to act responsibly.” —Kirkus Reviews

the new jim crow: Prison Profiteers Tara Herivel, Paul Wright, 2011-05-10 “No country in
history has ever handed over so many inmates to private corporations. This book looks at the
consequences” (Eric Schlosser, bestselling author of Fast Food Nation). In Prison Profiteers,
coeditors Tara Herivel and Paul Wright “follow the money to an astonishing constellation of prison
administrators and politicians working in collusion with private parties to maximize profits”
(Publishers Weekly). From investment banks, guard unions, and the makers of Taser stun guns to
health care providers, telephone companies, and the US military (which relies heavily on prison
labor), this network of perversely motivated interests has turned the imprisonment of 1 out of every
135 Americans into a lucrative business. Called “an essential read for anyone who wants to



understand what’s gone wrong with criminal justice in the United States” by ACLU National Prison
Project director Elizabeth Alexander, this incisive and deftly researched volume shows how billions
of tax dollars designated for the public good end up lining the pockets of those private enterprises
dedicated to keeping prisons packed. “An important analysis of a troubling social trend” that is sure
to inform and outrage any concerned citizen, Prison Profiteers reframes the conversation by
exposing those who stand to profit from the imprisonment of millions of Americans (Booklist).
“Indispensable . . . An easy and accessible read—and a necessary one.” —The San Diego
Union-Tribune “This is lucid, eye-opening reading for anyone interested in American justice.”
—Publishers Weekly “Impressive . . . A thoughtful, comprehensive and accessible analysis of the
money trail behind the prison-industrial-complex.” —The Black Commentator

the new jim crow: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1968

the new jim crow: The Ghost of Jim Crow Anders Walker, 2009-07-30 In Letter from
Birmingham Jail, Martin Luther King, Jr. asserted that the Negro's great stumbling block in his
stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen's Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white
moderate, who is more devoted to 'order' than to justice. To date, our understanding of the Civil
Rights era has been largely defined by high-profile public events such as the crisis at Little Rock
high school, bus boycotts, and sit-ins-incidents that were met with massive resistance and brutality.
The resistance of Southern moderates to racial integration was much less public and highly
insidious, with far-reaching effects. The Ghost of Jim Crow draws long-overdue attention to the
moderate tactics that stalled the progress of racial equality in the South. Anders Walker explores
how three moderate Southern governors formulated masked resistance in the wake of Brown v.
Board of Education. J. P. Coleman in Mississippi, Luther Hodges in North Carolina, and LeRoy
Collins in Florida each developed workable, lasting strategies to neutralize black political activists
and control white extremists. Believing it possible to reinterpret Brown on their own terms, these
governors drew on creative legal solutions that allowed them to perpetuate segregation without
overtly defying the federal government. Hodges, Collins, and Coleman instituted seemingly neutral
criteria--academic, economic, and moral--in place of racial classifications, thereby laying the
foundations for a new way of rationalizing racial inequality. Rather than focus on legal repression,
they endorsed cultural pluralism and uplift, claiming that black culture was unique and should be
preserved, free from white interference. Meanwhile, they invalidated common law marriages and cut
state benefits to unwed mothers, then judged black families for having low moral standards. They
expanded the jurisdiction of state police and established agencies like the Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission to control unrest. They hired black informants, bribed black leaders, and dramatically
expanded the reach of the state into private life. Through these tactics, they hoped to avoid violent
Civil Rights protests that would draw negative attention to their states and confirm national opinions
of the South as backward. By crafting positive images of their states as tranquil and free of racial
unrest, they hoped to attract investment and expand southern economic development. In reward for
their work, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson appointed them to positions in the federal
government, defying notions that Republicans were the only party to absorb southern
segregationists and stall civil rights. An eye-opening approach to law and politics in the Civil Rights
era, The Ghost of Jim Crow looks beyond extremism to highlight some of the subversive tactics that
prolonged racial inequality.

the new jim crow: Much Sound and Fury, Or the New Jim Crow?: The Twenty-First Century's
Restrictive New Voting Laws and Their Impact Michael A. Smith, 2022 Intensive look at restrictive
new voting laws ostensibly designed to target voter fraud but criticized as being racially-based voter
suppression.

the new jim crow: Summary and Analysis of The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in
the Age of Colorblindness Worth Books, 2016-11-29 So much to read, so little time? This brief
overview of The New Jim Crow tells you what you need to know—before or after you read Michelle
Alexander’s book. Crafted and edited with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give
you the tools you need to be a well-informed reader. This short summary and analysis of The New



Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander includes: Historical context Chapter-by-chapter summaries Detailed
timeline of key events Profiles of the main characters Important quotes Fascinating trivia Glossary of
terms Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the original work About The New Jim
Crow by Michelle Alexander: Legal scholar and civil rights lawyer Michelle Alexander’s invaluable
and timely work, The New Jim Crow, examines what she calls the new racial caste system in United
States: mass incarceration. Following the practices of slavery and institutional discrimination,
Alexander argues, mass incarceration is part of America’s legacy to dehumanize and disenfranchise
African Americans and Latinos. According to Alexander, “we have not ended racial caste in America;
we have merely redesigned it.” Thanks in a large part to the War on Drugs, more than two million
people are in America’s prisons today—an overwhelming majority of them are people of color who’ve
been jailed for minor drug charges. When these adults leave prison, they are often denied
employment, housing, the right to vote, and a quality education. As a result, they are rarely able to
integrate successfully into society. The New Jim Crow is a well-argued call to dismantle a system of
policies that continues to deny civil rights, decades after the passing of the Civil Rights and Voting
Rights Acts. The summary and analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading
experience and bring you closer to a great work of nonfiction.

the new jim crow: West of Jim Crow Lynn M. Hudson, 2020-09-28 African Americans who
moved to California in hopes of finding freedom and full citizenship instead faced all-too-familiar
racial segregation. As one transplant put it, The only difference between Pasadena and Mississippi is
the way they are spelled. From the beaches to streetcars to schools, the Golden State—in contrast to
its reputation for tolerance—perfected many methods of controlling people of color. Lynn M. Hudson
deepens our understanding of the practices that African Americans in the West deployed to
dismantle Jim Crow in the quest for civil rights prior to the 1960s. Faced with institutionalized
racism, black Californians used both established and improvised tactics to resist and survive the
state's color line. Hudson rediscovers forgotten stories like the experimental all-black community of
Allensworth, the California Ku Klux Klan's campaign of terror against African Americans, the bitter
struggle to integrate public swimming pools in Pasadena and elsewhere, and segregationists'
preoccupation with gender and sexuality.

the new jim crow: The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated
America Richard Rothstein, 2017-05-02 New York Times Bestseller « Notable Book of the Year
Editors' Choice Selection One of Bill Gates’ “Amazing Books” of the Year One of Publishers Weekly’s
10 Best Books of the Year Longlisted for the National Book Award for Nonfiction An NPR Best Book
of the Year Winner of the Hillman Prize for Nonfiction Gold Winner ¢ California Book Award
(Nonfiction) Finalist « Los Angeles Times Book Prize (History) Finalist ¢ Brooklyn Public Library
Literary Prize This “powerful and disturbing history” exposes how American governments
deliberately imposed racial segregation on metropolitan areas nationwide (New York Times Book
Review). Widely heralded as a “masterful” (Washington Post) and “essential” (Slate) history of the
modern American metropolis, Richard Rothstein’s The Color of Law offers “the most forceful
argument ever published on how federal, state, and local governments gave rise to and reinforced
neighborhood segregation” (William Julius Wilson). Exploding the myth of de facto segregation
arising from private prejudice or the unintended consequences of economic forces, Rothstein
describes how the American government systematically imposed residential segregation: with
undisguised racial zoning; public housing that purposefully segregated previously mixed
communities; subsidies for builders to create whites-only suburbs; tax exemptions for institutions
that enforced segregation; and support for violent resistance to African Americans in white
neighborhoods. A groundbreaking, “virtually indispensable” study that has already transformed our
understanding of twentieth-century urban history (Chicago Daily Observer), The Color of Law forces
us to face the obligation to remedy our unconstitutional past.

the new jim crow: The Legacy of Jim Crow Clarence A. Haynes, Jennifer Sabin, 2022-02-15 “A
powerful series that fills in the cracks and illuminates the shadows of the past.” -Sherri L. Smith,
award-winning author of Flygirl Introducing a new nonfiction series for the next generation of




activists, uncovering the hidden history of the United States through an anti-racist lens. The true
story of the discriminatory laws and ideas that affected African American life for generations. In the
late nineteenth century, white lawmakers in the United States created a set of policies, collectively
called “Jim Crow,” that created segregated facilities, like schools and parks, for African Americans in
the South. But Jim Crow-type policies didn't just affect the South. These policies have had
far-reaching effects across America, impacting where Black people live, how they're treated by the
criminal justice system, and how they’re portrayed in TV and film. The Legacy of Jim Crow explores
the details that have far too often been covered up, along with exclusive interviews with experts,
including Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jeffrey C. Stewart.

the new jim crow: Schooling Jim Crow Jay Winston Driskell, 2014-12-03 In 1919 the NAACP
organized a voting bloc powerful enough to compel the city of Atlanta to budget $1.5 million for the
construction of schools for black students. This victory would have been remarkable in any era, but
in the context of the Jim Crow South it was revolutionary. Schooling Jim Crow tells the story of this
little-known campaign, which happened less than thirteen years after the Atlanta race riot of 1906
and just weeks before a wave of anti-black violence swept the nation in the summer after the end of
World War I. Despite the constant threat of violence, Atlanta’s black voters were able to force the
city to build five black grammar schools and Booker T. Washington High School, the city’s first
publicly funded black high school. Schooling Jim Crow reveals how they did it and why it matters. In
this pathbreaking book, Jay Driskell explores the changes in black political consciousness that made
the NAACP’s grassroots campaign possible at a time when most black southerners could not vote, let
alone demand schools. He reveals how black Atlantans transformed a reactionary politics of
respectability into a militant force for change. Contributing to this militancy were understandings of
class and gender transformed by decades of racially segregated urban development, the 1906
Atlanta race riot, Georgia's disfranchisement campaign of 1908, and the upheavals of World War I.
On this cultural foundation, black Atlantans built a new urban black politics that would become the
model for the NAACP’s political strategy well into the twentieth century.

the new jim crow: Jim Crow Networks Eurie Dahn, 2021 Scholars have paid relatively little
attention to the highbrow, middlebrow, and popular periodicals that African Americans read and
discussed regularly during the Jim Crow era -- publications such as the Chicago Defender, the Crisis,
Ebony, and the Half-Century Magazine. Jim Crow Networks considers how these magazines and
newspapers, and their authors, readers, advertisers, and editors worked as part of larger networks
of activists and thinkers to advance racial uplift and resist racism during the first half of the
twentieth century. As Eurie Dahn demonstrates, authors like James Weldon Johnson, Nella Larsen,
William Faulkner, and Jean Toomer wrote in the context of interracial and black periodical networks,
which shaped the literature they produced and their concerns about racial violence. This original
study also explores the overlooked intersections between the black press and modernist and Harlem
Renaissance texts, and highlights key sites where readers and writers worked toward bottom-up
sociopolitical changes during a period of legalized segregation.

the new jim crow: The Lost Education of Horace Tate Vanessa Siddle Walker, 2018-07-31 A
Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2018 “An important contribution to our understanding of how
ordinary people found the strength to fight for equality for schoolchildren and their teachers.”
—Wall Street Journal In the epic tradition of Eyes on the Prize and with the cultural significance of
John Lewis's March trilogy, an ambitious and harrowing account of the devoted black educators who
battled southern school segregation and inequality For two years an aging Dr. Horace Tate—a
former teacher, principal, and state senator—told Emory University professor Vanessa Siddle Walker
about his clandestine travels on unpaved roads under the cover of night, meeting with other
educators and with Dr. King, Georgia politicians, and even U.S. presidents. Sometimes he and
Walker spoke by phone, sometimes in his office, sometimes in his home; always Tate shared
fascinating stories of the times leading up to and following Brown v. Board of Education.
Dramatically, on his deathbed, he asked Walker to return to his office in Atlanta, in a building that
was once the headquarters of another kind of southern strategy, one driven by integrity and



equality. Just days after Dr. Tate's passing in 2002, Walker honored his wish. Up a dusty, rickety
staircase, locked in a concealed attic, she found the collection: a massive archive documenting the
underground actors and covert strategies behind the most significant era of the fight for educational
justice. Thus began Walker's sixteen-year project to uncover the network of educators behind
countless battles—in courtrooms, schools, and communities—for the education of black children.
Until now, the courageous story of how black Americans in the South won so much and subsequently
fell so far has been incomplete. The Lost Education of Horace Tate is a monumental work that offers
fresh insight into the southern struggle for human rights, revealing little-known accounts of leaders
such as W.E.B. Du Bois and James Weldon Johnson, as well as hidden provocateurs like Horace Tate.

the new jim crow: Jim Crow's Legacy Ruth Thompson-Miller, Joe R. Feagin, Leslie H. Picca,
2014-11-13 Jim Crow’s Legacy shows the lasting impact of segregation on the lives of African
Americans who lived through it, as well as its impact on future generations. The book draws on
interviews with elderly African American southerners whose stories poignantly show the devastation
of racism not only in the past, but also in the present. The book introduces readers to the realities of
the Jim Crow era for African Americans—from life at home to work opportunities to the broader
social context in America. However, the book moves beyond merely setting the scene into the
powerful memories of elderly African Americans who lived through Jim Crow. Their voices tell the
complex stories of their everyday lives—from caring for white children to the racially-motivated
murder of a loved one. Their stories show the pernicious impact of racism on both the past and the
present. The authors use the phrase segregation stress syndrome to describe the long-term impact
on physical, mental, and emotional health, as well as the unshakable influence of racism across years
and generations. Jim Crow’s Legacy takes readers on an unparalleled journey into the bitter realities
of America’s racial past and shows racism’s unmistakable influence today.
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